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NORTH EAST ECONOMY: NOTABLE GOOD NEWS 

 

Introduction by Graham Robb 

 

We have conducted some evaluation of announcements published in the 

regional press about private sector growth in the North East. The research 

has sought out positive news to balance the negative. We are simply logging 

these good news stories every week, and have done so since the end of 

summer 2010. It makes interesting reading and I invite any organisation or 

individual to quote from it when talking about our region in public. 

 

The most interesting conclusion I have reached is that the rate of growth in 

the private sector is already in excess of the rate of job losses predicted in the 

public sector. For example BBC TV/Experian predicted 28,000 job losses in 

the North East over four years in its special programme about public spending 

cuts transmitted on 9th Sep 2010. 

 

This document provides strong evidence of new innovation, growing exports 

and new starter businesses throughout the North East. It is a live document 

and will be updated frequently.   

 

Please ask Graham Robb for the latest version 

graham.robb@recognitionpr.co.uk  

 

KEY POINTS:  

• Since Mid-August 2010 North East newspapers have reported the 
creation of 83,945 private sector jobs in the region.  

 
• Since Mid-August 2010 North East newspapers have reported 

approximately £29,360,292,807 of new investment by private sector 
business in the region.  
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NEW JOBS  

 

FEBRUARY 2015 

 

• Up to 1,000 jobs could be created following Sirius Minerals’ 
announcement of a proposed £1.5bn mine. 

Source: The Northern Echo 18/02/15 

 

• 100 jobs are to be created following the opening of several ‘Bargain 
Buys’ stores across the North East. 

Source: The Journal 18/02/15 

 

• A new 160 room hotel in the centre of Newcastle is set to open in 
March 2015, leading to the creation of 60 jobs. 

Source: Bdaily 18/02/15 

 

• St Modwen has completed the sale of a 1.6-acre site in Billingham 
town centre to discount food retailer Aldi in a move which will create 
up to 30 jobs. 

Source: Insider Media 16/02/15 

 

• Britcab is to create 12 jobs as it continues to expand.  

Source: The Northern Echo 11/02/15 

 

• The Explorer Group, one of the major players in the UK’s caravan and 
motorhome manufacturing industry, has created 20 new jobs after 
receiving a six-figure funding boost from RBS. 

Source: The Journal 11/02/15 

 

• The Range is opening a superstore in Darlington Retail Park which will 
create about 100 jobs. 

Source: Insider Media 10/02/15 

 

• BARCLAYS is creating more than 100 North-East jobs at its 
Sunderland call centre. 
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Source: The Northern Echo 09/02/15 

 

• AIS launches new £1 million renewable energy campus on North 
Tyneside creating 12 jobs. 

Source: Bdaily 09/02/15 

 

• 30 jobs to be created at Teesport as PD Ports signs seven year deal 
with SSI UK. 

Source: Bdaily 06/02/15 

 

• Newcastle-based startup Omlis secures $31 million in contracts 
creating 40 new jobs 

Source: Bdaily 03/02/15 

 

• Up to 100 new construction jobs could be created in the North 
East following a £35m investment into the region by housing and 
regeneration specialist Keepmoat. 

Source: The Journal 02/02/15 

 

JANUARY 2015  

 

• NORTH-EAST train-builder Hitachi has launched a recruitment drive 
for 200 people to work at its £82m Newton Aycliffe factory. 

Source: The Northern Echo 30/01/15  

 

• 10 new jobs have been created at Route Monkey, in Gateshead, 
following a £2m expansion. 

Source: The Northern Echo 28/01/15 

 

• Work has started on the construction of a new Co-operative 
convenience store in Pegswood, Morpeth which will employ 15 staff 
upon completion. 

Source: Bdaily 27/01/15 

 

• Venture Properties has created three jobs following the opening of its 
Bishop Auckland office.  
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Source: Insider Media 21/01/15 

 

• Newcastle software firm Scott Logic has announced plans to create 70 
new jobs in 2015 on the back of a hugely successful year for the 
company. 

Source: The Journal 21/01/15 

 

• 26 jobs are being created at Middlesbrough College thanks to the 
opening of a £20 million engineering centre. 

Source: Bdaily 20/01/15 

 

• Home Instead Senior Care, which has offices throughout the North 
East, is creating 150 jobs to meet rising demand. 

Source: The Northern Echo 20/01/15 

 

• Newton Aycliffe-based Stiller Warehousing and Distribution has won a 
£15m three year contract with Coveris Rigid UK and is to take on 10 
new staff. 

Source: The Northern Echo 14/01/15 

 

• Sunderland-based Urosens is creating four new jobs over the next six 
months following a £2m investment to continue its cancer work. 

Source: The Northern Echo 14/01/15 

 

• A McDonalds restaurant is to open in Darlington in February, creating 
100 jobs. 

Source: The Northern Echo 10/01/15 

 

• A renewable energy developer has significantly boosted the size of a 
planned investment into Northumberland, promising 240 jobs. 

Source: The Journal 09/01/15 

 

• Hebburn cutting tool supplier purchases new premises and creates 
four new jobs with NatWest support. 

Source: Bdaily 09/01/15 
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• Housebuilder Barratt Developments North East has announced it is to 
create 600 new jobs this year as it forges ahead with plans to construct 
hundreds of new homes in the region. 

Source: The Journal 08/01/15 

 

• MetroMail, one of the country's leading full service mailing houses, is 
creating at least 10 jobs including two apprenticeships after continuing to 
grow the business. 

Source: The Northern Echo 06/01/15 

 

• Hartlepool’s J & B Recycling is to create 25 new jobs following its 
expansion. 

Source: BDaily 02/01/15 

 

DECEMBER 2014 

 

• Plans have been approved for a 72,000 sq ft helicopter centre in 
Durham which is set to create jobs. 

The site is located at Shotton Airfield and is primarily used by 
Sunderland Parachute Centre. 

Source insidermedia.com 16/12/14 

 

• Newcastle-based Physiotherapy Matters has opened its new head 
office at Regent Centre in Gosforth this week.The company has 
recruited a new business manager and add to its seven-strong team of 
experienced chartered physiotherapists specialising in the treatment of 
neck pain, sports injuries, arthritis, whiplash, headaches and low back 
pain. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 15/12/14 

 

• A Teesside salon, run by Chris Langley and based on Jubilee Road in 
Eston has created three jobs. 

Source insidermedia.com 10/12/14 

 

• EE opens new Cramlington store creating 5 jobs 

Source Bdaily.co.uk 05/12/14 
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• Work has started on a 141-bed North East Hilton Hotel which is set to 
create up to 180 jobs. 

Source insidermedia.com 05/12/14 

 

• North East-based offshore engineering specialist OGN has expanded 
its skills development programme with the recruitment of nine 
apprentices. 

Source insidermedia.com 01/12/14 

 

NOVEMBER 2014  

 

• The Mercure Newcastle George Washington Hotel in Washington, has 
invested £250k in a new Orangery and outside terrace, the expansion 
will create 30 new jobs. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 28/11/14 

 

• A green technology firm plans to almost treble its workforce from 35 to 
100 on the back of growing export demands, which could take 
turnover to £25m within five years. 

Gateshead firm nano-porous solutions ltd (n-psl) was established in 
2007 by managing director Colin Billiet, the firm’s main investor – who 
was previously best known for building up filtration firm Domnick 
Hunter into a £200m business – alongside other directors and Bath 
University. 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 25/11/14 

 

• Cummins is investing £10.4m into its production and development 
facility in Darlington, creating 66 new jobs and safeguarding 725. 

Source insidermedia.com 24/11/14 

 

• The Newcastle-headquartered Hedgehog Lab, which focuses on the 
‘post-PC’ world of smartphones and tablets, has seen turnover jump 
from around £280,000 last year to just under £1m in 2014, while staff 
numbers have risen from 11 to 27. 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 23/11/14 
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• Lear Corporation has signed an agreement to extend its existing 
Sunderland premises by 37,674 sq ft to provide more than 100 new 
jobs in Weardale. 

Source Insidermedia.com 19/11/14 

• Bar titans Tokyo Industries have breathed new life into the former 
cellars of a Bigg Market building to create a Bavarian bier hall. 

The bar and club company – the firm behind Newcastle’s Tokyo and 
Digital – has invested £650,000 into the cellars of the Royal Buildings 
at City Vaults to create Stein Bier Keller, a venture also creating 50 
jobs. 

Source thejournal.co.uk 18/11/14 

 

• A Newcastle-based technology company is expanding its workforce to 
meet the growing demand for its software. 

OnBoard Pro provides agents, landlords and tenants with a faster way 
of renting properties. The software has received such a positive 
response in the four weeks since it went live, a second recruitment 
drive is underway to grow the workforce from 22 to 35 staff. 

Source insidermedia.com 18/11/14 

 

• Durham’s Banks Group to invest £16 million in Teesdale wind farm 
and create 30 jobs 

Source bdaily.co.uk 14/11/14 

 

• TRW, a Sunderland automotive steering systems manufacturer, is 
creating 130 jobs and doubling its factory floor space to cope with 
expected demand from international clients for a new technology 
developed in the city. 

Sunderland City Council is investing £4.6 million in US-owned TRW’s 
extension at the company’s Rainton Bridge site. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 12/11/14 

 

• A leisure firm is set to create up to 100 new North East jobs after 
investing a significant sum into a two-floor bar and restaurant in the 
heart of Newcastle city centre. 

The Botanist will be set across two floors of the Monument Mall 
development, which has undergone a multi-million pound 
refurbishment through owners Hammerson, turning it into a high class 
retail and leisure scheme. 
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The impressive 8,000sqft bar and restaurant venue in Newcastle will 
create up to 100 new jobs and ahead of its official launch on 
December 15, an investment of £75,000 will be dedicated to staff 
training. 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 11/11/14 

 

• Leading business process outsourcer Parseq Limited is on target for 
its £100m turnover goal after creating 150 new roles on Wearside. 

The firm expanded in Sunderland following the acquisition of 2Touch 
in the city in May this year. 

As a result of the growth the company has invested further in the city 
by relocating to two new premises. 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 10/11/14 

  

• A Northumberland-based engineering company is recruiting 13 
graduates after experiencing significant growth over the past year. 

Osbit Power's expansion drive is being financially supported by Arch, 
The Northumberland Development Company, with five graduates 
already employed. 

Source insidermedia.com 05/11/14 

 

• South Tyneside business, Zenith People, has created three new jobs, 
safeguarding a further two roles, and seeing turnover increase by 
£65k thanks to a grant from Investment for Growth. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 03/11/14 

• Hathor Inns is investing £750,000 into the former Bambu site to 
transform it into its first North East outlet of Filthy McNasty's and 
creating 30 new North East jobs. 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 03/11/14  

 

OCTOBER 2014 

 

• A five-star hotel has hired a new restaurants and bars manager who is 
returning to his North East roots. 

Seaham Hall Hotel and Spa, County Durham, which recently 
completed a £100,000 refurbishment, has appointed Ben Hunt, 
originally from Yarm, to the position. 

Source insidermedia.com 30/10/14 
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• Discount retailer B&M will create 60 jobs in Washington after securing 
premises to open a new store. 

The store will be located The Peel Centre and will be made up of both 
full and part-time staff. The finishing touches are being made to the 
outlet which will open on 30 October 2014. 

Source insidermedia.com 28/10/14 

 

• NRS Media is creating about 25 jobs in Sunderland after choosing the 
city as the home for its flagship international contact centre. 

Ten full-time positions have been created, which will expand to about 
25 over the next 12 months. There is also "potential to bring more 
opportunities in the future". 

Source insidermedia.com 27/10/14 

 

• 60 jobs created as Port of Blyth and IHC Engineering Business reveal 
multi-million pound offshore construction project 

Source TheJournal.co.uk 23/10/14 

• One of County Durham’s oldest established heating and plumbing 
companies, D and J Franks Renewables, has expanded into the 
Biomass heating sector, which will see the company grow the 
business and create new jobs. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 23/10/14 

 

• 6 Jobs have been created at Tyneside accountancy practice Choudry 
Associates, after receiving funding from Investment for Growth. 

Source Insidermedia.com 23/10/14 

 

• Durham’s Dyer Engineering creates 25 new jobs following £2.5 million 
investment 

Source bdaily.co.uk 22/10/14 

 

• BT has announced a further expansion of its engineering workforce in 
the North East with the creation of another 13 full time jobs. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 20/10/14 
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• A North East company is creating 30 jobs after launching this week on 
the back of a £1m private sector investment. 

OnBoard Pro will be based at Newburn Riverside in Newcastle, and 
will service the lettings market across the UK. 

Source insidermedia.com 21/10/14 

• Newcastle-based recruitment company Exclusive has just marked its 
seventh year with a six-figure investment by taking on three more staff 
from the North East and is expanding to cope with a surge in the Oil & 
Gas sector. 

Exclusive was established in 2007 by Managing Director, Mark Ions 
and recruits across a number of fields. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 16/10/14 

 

• Gateshead-based retail group Charnwood Wines is expanding its 
chain of Premier convenience stores after receiving £470,000 of 
funding from Santander Corporate & Commercial. 

 

The family-owned business, which currently owns two mini markets, is 
opening the store in a former pub in Felling, and will create 
employment opportunities for 15 people, which will take the total 
number of employees to 30. 

Source Insidermedia.com 17/10/14 

 

• An industrial technology company has reaffirmed its commitment to 
the North East with the opening of a 61,000 sq ft £9m facility in 
Billingham which will create 50 jobs. 

The Measurement Technology Centre will house 150 employees at 
the Belasis Business Park Enterprise Zone and will provide Tracerco 
with a research, development and engineering test centre for its team 
of scientists and engineers. 

Source Insidermedia.com 15/10/14 

 

• Retail entrepreneur Graham Kennedy, who invested more than £750k 
in three flagship fish and chip takeaway and restaurants in Durham, 
has expanded his empire into Tyne & Wear. 

 

Graham Kennedy, owner of Bells, has launched a fourth outlet in the 
multi-million pound Teal Farm development in Washington, creating 10 
ten jobs. 
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Source bdaily.co.uk 14/10/14 

 

• Food entrepreneur Martin Charlton has created 12 new jobs in 
opening Blyth seafood restaurant, Blyth Boathouse. 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 10/10/14 

 

• Newcastle-based NBT Group has acquired Evolution MRO in a move 
which will create jobs over the coming months. 

Source insidermedia.com 10/10/14 

 

• Beamish is embarking on an exciting £17 million project, which 
includes building a 1950s Town and Farm, overnight accommodation 
and a centre for people living with dementia. 

 

Key outcomes include creating 95 jobs and 50 apprenticeships, as 
well as attracting 100,000 more visitors a year and enhancing learning 
and volunteering opportunities. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 09/10/14 

 

 

• North East firm Ebac, based at Newton Aycliffe, have brought washing 
machine manufacturing back to the UK, creating 46 jobs to handle 
rising demand for a range of products. 

Source Bdaily.co.uk 08/10/14 

• IT Consultancy Pefect Image, based in North Tyneside, has created 
nine new roles.  

Source Northern Echo 08/10/14 

 

• A recruitment partnership has led to a Newcastle hotel appointing six 
members of staff who had previously been "long-term" unemployed. 

The Holiday Inn Express Newcastle-Metro Centre partnered with 
Ingeus, which delivers the government's Work Programme throughout 
the North East. 

Source Insidermedia.com 07/10/14 
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• The North East's booming IT sector has been given another shot in 
the arm after Accenture announced it would be creating 150 new jobs 
at its Newcastle Delivery Centre. 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 07/10/14 

 

• Newcastle commercial law firm Muckle LLP has made four new 
appointments into its real estate team. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 06/10/14 

 

• North East accountancy firm Evolution, based at Wynyard has made 
four appointments as it makes its transition through a major brand 
refresh. 

Source Insidermedia.com 06/10/14 

• Sunderland College is working with businesses in the North East to 
find and train potential employees as the demand for Christmas staff 
intensifies, with about 20,000 temporary jobs to be created during the 
period. 

The jobs will be created in Tyne and Wear in the run up to Christmas, 
particularly in the retail, catering and hospitality sectors. 

Source insidermedia.com 03/10/14 

 

• Independent North East opticians Cooper and Barr have opened a 
new Sedgefield practice in tandem with a rebranding of their business. 

Expanding their professional cover, the new Sedgefield practice has 
employed a full-time qualified Dispensing Optician alongside two new 
optometrists to ensure their new customers get the best service 
possible. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 02/10/14 

• The Managing Director of Durable Technologies has invested more 
than £200k into setting up his own manufacturing facility in Hartlepool 
and developing a supply chain which features a number of local 
businesses and has created 4 jobs. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 02/10/14 

 

• Pacifica Group is set to create 45 jobs after becoming the 650th 
company in the region to receive investment from the Finance for 
Business North East (FBNE) programme. 

Source insidermedia.com 02/10/14 
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SEPTEMBER 2014 

 

• North East physiotherapy and rehabilitation provider PhysioWorld 
have taken a lease on a new office building and secured planning 
permission for a change of use as part of their continued expansion 
and will create 6 jobs in the process.  

Source bdaily.co.uk 30/09/14 

 

• Adept Professional Services is set to invest £100,000 and create 19 
jobs after securing finance from Northstar Ventures' Finance for 
Business North East Accelerator Fund. 

Source Insidermedia.com 30/09/14 

• Rapidly growing restaurant chain Prezzo is creating new North East 
jobs by opening a new eaterie in Newcastle. 

The firm is investing £500,000 on the transformation the former Strada 
restaurant site in the city’s Old Eldon Square into a Prezzo Italian 
restaurant, which will bring 15 new jobs. 

Source TheJournal.co.uk 29/09/14 

• Food Safety Assist, have expanded to the North East, following the 
development of new offices at the Northumberland National Park 
Enterprise Hub in Hexham, creating one position. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 26/09/14 

• Sunderland-based home care provider, Boltonshaw Homecare, is 
expanding to new premises following a sustained period of rapid 
growth, the company’s fourth office move in two years. 

Beginning life at the North East Business and Innovation Centre (BIC) 
as a virtual tenant with just two members of staff, the company has 
now expanded to employing 50 staff and have just acquired a further 
400 sq ft of office space.  

Source bdaily.co.uk 25/09/14  

 

• Commercial law firm Muckle’s, based in Newcastle upon Tyne, has 
made four new appointments into its real estate team in response to 
the increased activity of its growing property client base. 

Source: Insidermedia.com 26/09/14 
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• North East-based children’s activity centre, Fun Shack, has opened a 
second centre creating 34 new jobs, following a seven figure funding 
package from Lloyds Bank Commercial Banking. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 25/09/14 

 

• Advantex Network Solutions, in Gateshead is expanding and creating 
jobs after support form a North East Fund. 

Source Northern Echo 24/09/14 

• A new McDonalds restaurant will open in Darlington, on Meynell Road, 
creating more than 65 full and part-timejobs. 

Source Northern echo 24/09/14 

 

• Team Valley-based Mesma which focuses on online education 
software is currently looking to recruit up to 4 additional software 
developers to bolster its existing team,which includes firm directors 
Neil Donkin, Carole Loader and Louise Doyle 

Source bdaily.co.uk 23/09/14 

• Work is underway on 1,115 homes in South Tyneside courtesy of a 
£15 million funding boost in a project which will see Esh property 
Services create 40 new jobs. 

The new roles will cover all the trades, including joinery, plumbing, 
electrical, plaster and brickwork, as well as management positions. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 22/09/14 

• Spark Response has created 30 jobs after securing a contract with 
"one of the UK's biggest energy providers". 

The Gateshead-based company will provide telemarketing services for 
the unnamed provider in an attempt to boost its customer acquisition 
strategy. 

Source Insidermedia.com 19/09/14 

 

• The entrepreneur behind North East company Flame Heating Spares 
has established the company's third branch in his home town. 

As a result, three jobs will be created, taking the company's 
employment across the region to ten. 

Source insidermedia.com 16/09/14 

 

• A family run offshore valve maker aims to create up to 100 North-East 
in a £15million expansion. 
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Bel Valves, in Newcastle, is moving into a new factory to increase 
production and meet rising demand. 

Bosses at the firm, part of the British Engnes Group, say they have 30 
positions to fill immediately and are targeting a further 100 posts over 
the next three years. 

Source: Northern Echo 10/09/2014 

 

• Bristol Street Motors is investing in a new multi-million pound 
dealership in Newcastle. 

Bristol Street Motors Newcastle, which is expected to open in late 
August, will be a multi-brand site offering new Alfa Romeo, Fiat and 
Jeep cars. 

Part of Vertu Motors PLC, the sixth largest motor retailer in the UK, the 
dealership will increase the Group’s outlets to 109 and create up to 30 
new jobs. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 02/09/14 

 

 

• An investment in a start-up leisure business will see the opening of a 
new cocktail bar in Newcastle, creating around 15 jobs. 

The first venue to open, “Tiger Hornsby”, will be on the site of former 
Julie’s nightclub on Newcastle’s quayside and is due to open at the 
beginning of September. 

Source BQ-magazine.co.uk 01/09/14 

AUGUST  

 

• A Sunderland nightclub is set to reopen after being revamped by a 
new owner, leading to the creation of about 40 jobs. 

The Point, which was previously owned by Amazing Leisure, has been 
taken over by Nightlife North East. 

Source Insidermedia.com 29/08/14 

• Kromek is on track with plans to create 90 jobs over the next five years 
as its Sedgefield expansion nears completion. 

Source: Insidermedia.com 29/08/14 

 

• County Durham food packing specialist Faerch Plast is set to grow its 
workforce by 50% from 60 to 90 after investing in machinery to boost 
its production capacity. 
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Source: Thejournal.co.uk  29/08/14 

 

• Express Engineering invest £1.5m in unique machinery at Gateshead 
factory. The multi-tasking Mazak machine is the first of its kind in the 
UK and only the second in Europe. 

30 jobs are being created by the investment, bringing the number of 
people employed in the company’s oil and gas business to 315. 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 29/08/14 

 

• Customer care provider Sitel is creating more than 70 jobs at its 
Newcastle site. 

The company, headquartered in Nashville, US, is holding an open day 
for candidates at the start of September. 

Source Insidermedia.com 28/08/14 

 

• Multi-national services firm Cofely is creating 200 new jobs after 
setting up a major new operation at a Tyneside business park. 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 28/08/14 

 

• Razorblue, based in Catterick is expanding and creating jobs after 
securing work worth more than £2m. 

Source Northern Echo 28/08/14 

 

• Tekmar Energy, in Newton Aycliffe, hopes to create jobs after a multi-
million pound energy development deal strengthened its expansion. 

Source Northern Echo 27/08/14 

 

• The Lodge bar in Newcastle, once owned by Ant and Dec, is set to 
reopen as a steakhouse, creating more than 45 jobs. 

Source insidermedia.com 26/08/14 

 

• Several Durham businesses are working on the construction of 
Consett Academy, at the town’s Belle Vue site. 

 

To date, contracts worth in excess of £5.7m have been awarded to 
County Durham firms as part of the overall project, creating jobs and 
apprenticeship opportunities. 
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Source bdaily.co.uk 20/08/14 

 

• Oak Furniture Land has relaunched its Gateshead store, creating its 
biggest store in the country.   

The superstore, which spans over 23,000 sq ft, is located at Unit 5, 
Metro Retail Park, Hollinside Road has retained its seven staff and 
joins one other store in the North East to create over 15 jobs in the 
region. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 20/08/14 

• Technically Compatible has moved into the Sunderland Software 
Centre as part of its plans to expand and create jobs. 

The company, which boasts clients including Coca Cola and KPMG, 
uses skills testing technology to help companies find IT professionals 
with the right capabilities, and recently underwent a management 
buyout. 

Source Insidermedia.com 21/08/14 

 

• Construction has begun on the £15m Northumbrian Hills holiday resort 
located between Morpeth and Alnwick. 

The development, led by Burgham Park Golf Club owner William Kiely, 
promises 60 jobs across the 235-acre site.  

Source Thejournal.co.uk 20/08/14 

 

• A southern pharmaceutical firm has announced plans to create 300 
jobs over the next five years as it expands into the North East. 

Bristol Laboratories was established in 1997 in Harrow, North West 
London, by Thembalath Ramachandran, an experienced pharma 
manager who has grown the firm to a 320-strong operation which 
turned over in excess of £78m in the year ended June 2013. 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 15/08/14  

 

• Chris Armstrong and Lee Douglass set up FOUR&20 and acquired the 
lease for The Blackbird from Newcastle pub group Leopard Leisure, 
the owners of venues such as The Hotspur on Percy Street and 
Rosie’s Bar on Stowell Street. 

Ten jobs have been created in the move, with plans for further 
recruitment in kitchen and front of house roles. 

Source: Thejournal.co.uk 14/08/14 
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• Kamal Alley’s new Italian grill, Il Palazzo, has opened in Barnard 
Castle following the success of his other branches in Richmond. 

Kamal has spent a year completely refurbishing the former 
Beaconsfield Hotel, in Galgate and extending the building to create a 
100-seater restaurant with reception area, bar, conservatory and 
outdoor terrace. 

Kamal’s third venture has created 20 jobs, including 10 current 
vacancies 

Source: bdaily.co.uk 12/08/14 

 

• An experienced North East GP has opened his own practice and 
created three full-time jobs following a property deal supported by 
Gordon Brown Law Firm. 

Dr Indranil Sen, an NHS GP with 12 years experience, has developed 
a former office block in Washington into an alternative therapy centre 
called Metaphysic Clinic. 

Source thejournal.co.uk 13/08/14 

 

• Advanced manufacturing company, Metrology Software Products Ltd 
based in Alnwick, Northumberland are recruiting for multiple roles of 
both Software Engineers and Application Engineers. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 11/08/14 

• A brother and sister business team who have created a successful 
retro sweet shop chain are looking to hire ten new members of staff. 

Clare and Paul Laing, who run Bit-A-Sweet, with shops in Morpeth and 
Seahouses, have enjoyed continued growth across the last 12 
months, and are now expanding. 

After opening their first shop in Seahouses with £25,000 investment, 
the pair have gone on to open a shop in Morpeth and a full warehouse 
operation servicing their online business. 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 12/08/14 

• Construction vehicles company Hitachi Construction Machinery UK is 
poised to take on new employees after an “exciting year” saw pre-tax 
profits rise by 50%. 

The company, which supplies Hitachi construction vehicles and 
equipment to demolition, commercial and residential property and civil 
engineering projects, posted gross profit of £15.1m for the year ended 
March 2014, a 33% lift on the figure recorded the previous year, while 
pre-tax profit reached £8.2m, 50% up on the previous period’s £5.4m. 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 12/08/14 
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• Tim Wilks, who launched Lane7 in central Newcastle last year, is to 
partner skilled chef Ellie Richmond and experienced bar manager Jack 
Bowles with the opening of The Fox Hole, on the site of the former 
Carlbury Arms in Piercebridge, west of Darlington. 

The site is currently being given a £250,000 overhaul, which, once 
opened later this summer, will create up to 15 new full and part time 
jobs. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 07/18/14 

 

• £15 million Northumbrian holiday home development to create 100 
jobs. 

Entrepreneur William Kiely, owner of Burgham Park Golf Club in 
Northumberland, has invested in £15 million Northumbrian Hills 
holiday home development. 

Northumbrian Hills will have 50 stone cottages priced from £235k. 
Brims Construction have been appointed on the project. 

Source Bdaily.co.uk 07/08/14 

 

 

• DIY chain Screwfix is opening two new stores in the North-East, 
creating 24 jobs. 

The Yeovil-based retailer now has 359 stores nationwide after opening 
a new outlet at Morgan House, in Guisborough, Teesside, creating 12 
jobs. 

Another dozen posts will be created when Screwfix officially opens its 
second Sunderland shop on Leechmere Industrial Estate this month. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 

 

• Merry Maids, a domestic cleaning franchise operating across Teesside 
is taking on new staff after being sold to a local entrepreneurial couple, 
who plan to develop the business to significantly increase the turnover 
in the next 12 months. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 06/08/14 

 

• Innovative electronics manufacturer Turbo Power Systems, based in 
Gateshead, is powering ahead with plans to swell its ranks after 
securing contracts in new renewable energy markets 
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In a stock exchange announcement to shareholders the firm 
announced new contract wins with UK Power Networks, a firm which 
had already enlisted Turbo Power Systems to supply a ground-
breaking new design of electrical energy controller. 

The company has now announced a further order from UKPN for the 
prototype units to be used in the trails, as well as a $3.4m order from 
Bombardier for auxiliary power units – deals which will now see jobs 
created at the Gateshead headquarters. 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 07/08/14 

• Newcastle based agency O PR has expanded its team by recruiting 
two new members of staff. 

Source Northern Echo 06/08/14 

 

• IT business On:trac has won a multimillion-pound contract from 
Network Rail which will create 15 additional support roles at its 
Gateshead office. 

Source insidermedia.com 01/08/14 

 

• ATAG, based in Newton Aycliffe, currently turns over around £600,000 
per year and has a staff of seven, but it is aiming to use the Growth 
Fund investment it has won from regional fund management firm NEL 
Fund Managers to double both these numbers over the coming 12 
months. 

Source bq-magazine.co.uk 01/08/14 

 

JULY 2014 

 

• Just twelve months after its establishment the North East, TEDCO 
Business Support is celebrating a string of achievements which has 
seen almost 1,000 new jobs being created in the region during its first 
year. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 31/07/14 

 

• A Killingworth-based facilities management business has created 60 
permanent positions this year and has reported a 28 per cent growth 
rate in its year-end financials report – its fifth consecutive year of 
double-digit growth. 

DCS Multiserve, located in Camperdown Industrial Estate, now 
employs 278 full-time staff within the region and founder Michael 
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O’Hara is "very optimistic" about being able to create further job 
opportunities. 

Source insidermedia.com 30/07/14 

 

• ITPS is investing £2m to create the North East's biggest data centre 
and combined business recovery space, in a move that will create 25 
jobs. 

The new 33,000 sq ft building in Chester le Street will become 
Gateshead-based ITPS' fourth data centre. 

Source insidermedia.com 29/07/14 

 

• Tees Valley law firm Tilly Bailey & Irvine Solicitors has created five 
new jobs in the past four months and recruited a further four new staff 
members to fill vacated positions. 

Source insidermedia.com 29/071/4 

 

• A Teesside-based ice cream business has launched a parlour in 
Redcar in time for the holiday season using funding from Barclays 
Business. 

The new venture by Archers Jersey Ice Cream has created 
employment for two apprentices together with full time and seasonal 
staff. 

Source insidermedia.co.uk 29/071/4 

 

• Virgin Money has announced today that it is repaying the Government 
£154.5m. The firm is also set to create 200 new jobs, with 120 in the 
North East in 2014. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 25/07/14 

• North-East e-Commerce specialists Visualsoft aim to create 50 new 
jobs over the next 12 months and treble their turnover by 2017 
following a management buyout. 

The buyout, led by founding director Dean Benson, follows a record-
breaking year that saw the fast-growing company achieve a record 
multi-million pounds turnover. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 26/07/14 

 

• Up to ten new jobs are to be created as Houghton-le-Spring based 
web designers Leighton secure work with housing provider Home 
Group.  
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Source Thejournal.co.uk 28/071/4 

 

• Technology business Synergi IT has launched a new specialist cloud-
based software division targeting North East SMEs. 

Significant business wins since January 2014 means Gateshead-
based Synergi is well on target to achieving sales of £500,000 in year 
one, with a targeted £2m within three years. Following this continued 
success, the firm is also hiring support staff. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 23/07/14 

• The growth in the UK offshore wind market has helped South Shields 
based, Complete Fabrication Services (CFS) triple its turnover in just 
twelve months, creating an additional ten jobs in the process. 

Source bdialy.co.uk 23/07/14 

 

 

• A serial entrepreneur is embarking on a new golf venture in 
Northumberland after securing backing from two former colleagues. 

Rob Mullen set up Break90 alongside fellow director Fiona Lutz, a 
sales and marketing specialist, and the company recently launched a 
showroom at its head office near Stocksfield. It has already taken on 
four members of staff and plans to create at least 20 more jobs in the 
near future. 

Source insidermedia.com 23/071/4 

 

• Clive Owen & Co reported that it has seen increased interest in its 
payroll services following the introduction of new legislation, such as 
pensions auto-enrolment. 

Now it has decided to hire a payroll manager, David Peacock, as well 
as an auto-enrolment and payroll administrator, Alexander Agnew. 

Source insidermedia.com 21/07/14 

 

• Gateshead-based stag and hen party providers Last Night of Freedom 
say a relaunch, including a new online presence, has put the business 
on track. 

A further five jobs have been created as a result of the growth, 
including three sales staff and a PR and marketing manager. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 18/07/14 
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• Atom, a new challenger bank led by the co-founder of Metro Bank, has 
chosen to set up its head office in Durham after scouting out possible 
bases across the North East. 

The digital-only bank plans to create up to 400 jobs as it builds a bank 
serving customers across the UK from premises in the north of the 
city. 

Source: insidermedia.com 18/071/4 

 

• Eight jobs have been created as North East engineering firm OSBIT 
Power has lined up more than £10 million of new projects in the last 
nine months. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 16/07/14 

 

• B & B Attachments is set to create 18 jobs thanks in part to a six-figure 
investment by Arch, the development company for Northumberland. 

The forklift truck attachment supplier, which is based in Cramlington, 
plans to increase its headcount to 64 members of staff by 2016 

Source Insidermedia.com 15/07/14 

 

• More jobs are on the way at Newcastle-based IT provider Perfect 
Image as the firm have expanded into new premises on Cobalt 
Business Park. 

Source: bdaily.co.uk 14/07/14 

 

• 50 jobs created as AIS Training opens £2.5m offshore survival centre 
in North Shields. 

Source: Thejournal.co.uk 14/07/14 

 

• The first facility to launch on Newcastle's Science Central 
development is set to bring 400 jobs and an additional £20m to the 
city's economy when it opens its doors in November. 

The Core, a seven-storey office building for science and technology 
focused companies, will open on 3 November 2014 after a year-long 
construction programme. 

Source: Insidermedia.com 10/07/14 

• Hospitality and healthcare group Ladhar Leisure is set to open a 
£700k smokehouse and brewery venture in Newcastle, creating 30 
jobs. 
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Source bdaily.co.uk 10/07/14 

 

 

• The NHS Innovations North team has taken on seven new staff to 
boost their number to 15 professionals following £520k worth of 
European Regional Development Fund support to help small and 
medium-sized companies develop innovative new products for the 
NHS. 

Source Bdaily.co.uk 08/07/14 

 

• Aldi supermarket store in Seaham has re-opened in the region after an 
expansion which has created 10 new jobs. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 03/07/14 

• Hartlepool's C&A Pumps will create ten jobs as part of its expansion 
plans on the Tees Valley Enterprise Zone. 

Source: Insidermedia.com 03/07/14 

 

• M and S Plastics in Spennymoor will create North East jobs as it looks 
to increase European exports. 

Source Northern Echo 02/07/14 

 

• Newcastle-based sushi retailer Nudo Sushi Box has announced the 
opening of its third store in Newcastle following recent success. 

The store, which will be located on Grainger St in place of Thorntons, 
will create three full time and two part time jobs. 

Source Bdaily.co.uk 01/07/14 

JUNE  

 

• A Newcastle recruitment company is creating 40 jobs after letting the 
two remaining floors of Collingwood House in the city centre. 

Frank Recruitment Group (FRG), which trades as Nigel Frank 
International, said it was "actively looking" to fill the roles by the end of 
the year. 

Source insidermedia.com 30/06/14  

 

• 50 New jobs at Nissan in Sunderland as Juke production launches. 

Source insidermedia.com 27/06/14 
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• First Class Technical Recruitment has created two jobs after securing 
a number of high-profile contracts. 

Source insidermedia.com 26/06/14 

• Blyth-based renewable energy company, Solar Capture Technologies, 
is set to expand its workforce after securing £200,000 investment from 
Northstar Ventures' proof of concept fund. 

Source insidermedia.com 26/07/14 

 

• Vehicle hire company Northgate is to create up to 330 jobs and open 
22 new sites after seeing increased demand for its offering. 

The Darlington-headquartered group, which made a loss of £11m in 
2013, has returned to growth after a difficult five years in its UK and 
Spanish operations. 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 25/06/14 

 

• Sunderland-based Sinso Retail Support Limited have hired 5 new staff 
in its bid to increase market share and reach five year target of £1.2 
million. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 24/06/14 

• £3.5 million flagship care facility Careline Lifestyles to create 60 jobs in 
Hartlepool. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 25/06/14 

 

• Plymouth-based DIY retailer The Range has announced the opening 
of a new store in Benton this August. 

The store, which will stock more than 65,000 products across 16 
departments including DIY, homewares, furniture and arts & crafts, is 
set to open at Whitley Road Retail and Leisure Park in Benton. 

The new store is expected to create around 150 part-time and full-time 
jobs from store and department managers to warehouse and admin 
staff as well as opportunities to develop skills and grow with the 
company. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 23/06/14 

• Newcastle training company Arrow Sales Training is creating jobs 
thanks to a series of new contracts, including a major project to 
undertake skills training in the region. 

Source Bdaily.co.uk 20/06/14 
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• Automotive parts manufacturer ElringKlinger GB has welcomed 17 
new recruits at its Redcar plant. 

Source Insidermedia.com 20/06/14 

• An energy efficiency specialist is creating nine jobs in Sunderland after 
locating its new low-carbon driving simulator in the A19 Ultra Low 
Carbon Vehicle Enterprise Zone. 

Effective Transport Solutions, a new division of Tadea-UK in 
Billingham, is bringing the equipment to the heart of the region’s low-
carbon automotive hub at Sunderland with its new base at Zero 
Carbon Futures next to Nissan and Gateshead College’s SASMI skills 
academy in Washington. 

Source bq-magazine.co.uk 19/06/14 

• Cramlington cloud consultancy SITS Group expands workforce by five 
following contract wins. 

Source Bdaily.cp.uk 17/06/14 

 

• Utilitywise is set to create an additional 560 jobs in the North East after 
relocating to a larger base on Cobalt Business Park, North Tyneside. 

Source insidermedia.com 16/06/14 

 

• Northstar Ventures, based in Newcastle has made a second key 
appointment in a month after hiring a new executive to support its 
finance team. 

Source Insidermedia.com 11/06/14 

• The workforce of accountancy firm Tait Walker is edging closer to 150 
staff after the business completed its second recruitment drive of 
2014. 

The North East company hired four new staff, including an apprentice 
and two executives, to work across payroll and business services in 
Newcastle, Northumberland and Tees Valley. 

Source Insidermedia.com 11/06/14 

 

• Historic family bakery J Donkin has expanded its operation and 
created two jobs after purchasing new machinery with financial 
support from the Northumberland Business Growth Programme. 

Source Insidermedia.com 11/06/14 

• Gateshead-based IT firm Advantex Network Solutions Ltd has secured 
a £750k contract to supply North East schools, fending off stiff 
competition. 
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The contract is expected to boost Advantex’s turnover by 20% and will 
lead to four IT engineer jobs - adding to the firm’s 40-strong workforce. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 09/06/14 

 

• Quarn Foods, which is headquartered in Stokesley, North Yorkshire, is 
investing £30m over the next 18 months to create a third fermenter at 
its Billingham site near Middlesbrough, which will boost the production 
of its increasingly popular meat-free products by 50%.  As a result, 
Quorn expects to create approximately 100 new roles, mainly attached 
to the construction and operation of this new facility. 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 06/06/14 

 

• County Durham creative and digital agency Curious 12, is celebrating 
its first year in business which has seen it win a string of contracts and 
double its work force from three to six. 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 06/06/14 

 

• Newcastle-based Scott Logic has secured work from large companies 
in the banking and finance, healthcare and energy sectors as it looks 
to grow turnover from £7m to £9m this year. 

The new contracts will allow the company to recruit around 20 staff at 
its Newcastle headquarters, as well as up to 20 more at its Edinburgh 
and Bristol operations. 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 03/06/14 

 

• Peterlee Glass, is creating new jobs to maintain its growth, after 
investing £500,000.00 in new machinery.  

Source Northern Echo 05/06/14 

• A newly-established brand of butcher’s shops in the North East has 
revealed plans to open 25 of its stores across the UK over the next 
three years. 

The Fat Butcher opened its first shop last month in Shiremoor, North 
Tyneside, with the promise of offering customers the highest quality 
produce at prices it says supermarkets cannot compete with. 

Now, it is looking to roll out the brand across the country, with 15 new 
openings planned for the next two years, and a further ten the year 
after. Locations for the first phase of roll-out have already been 
chosen, and its next store will open in St Helen’s Auckland, County 
Durham. 
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The Shiremoor shop has created a number of jobs in the region, with 
about 100 further positions being created across the country through 
the expansion. 

Source Bdaily.co.uk 05/06/14 

• Henderson Insurance Brokers, which has offices in Stockton and 
Newcastle are looking to employ five young workers through its 
graduate and apprenticeship schemes. 

Source Northern Echo 04/06/14 

• Newcastle-headquartered software consultancy Scott Logic has 
created a number of jobs thanks to the ongoing success of its UK, 
Europe and US business. 

The firm is recruiting across its Newcastle, Bristol and Edinburgh sites, 
including roles in development, project management and test 
engineering. 

Source Bdaily.co.uk 03/06/14 

 

• The riding for the disabled Association, based at Hemlington near 
Middlesbrough has employed two new members of staff as learning 
support assistants. 

Source Northern Echo 03/06/14 

 

• Chemoxy International is doubling the size of its plant in Billingham 
near Stockton and creating 15 new jobs in a £6m expansion. 

Source Northern Echo 03/06/14 

 

• North East builders, The Esh Group, based in Durham City are 
creating jobs to cope with increased demand. 

Source Northern Echo 02/06/14 

 

 

MAY  

 

 

Paul and David Pearson opened OneGym in Bishop Auckland in 2012 and 
have now opened a second, much larger site on Newton Aycliffe Business 
Park which has created eight jobs. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 29/05/14 
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• Home, garden and leisure retailer The Range has revealed it will open 
its third North East store later this year in a move that will create 150 
jobs in Longbenton. 

Source insidermedia.com 28/05/14 

 

• Gateshead based, Jordan Engineering Ltd has traditionally focused on 
machining, but, at the start of the year, launched a new division, 
Jordan Techweld, focused on fabrication. 

Already, the business, which has created 15 new roles, has generated 
an order book in excess of £500,000. 

Source thejournal.co.uk 27/05/14 

 

• North East human resources consultancy, Hadrian HR, is looking to 
expand after a successful first year in business. 

The sister company of Gordon Brown Law firm is looking to expand 
the team by taking on another employee to support the existing team 
of five. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 27/05/14 

• Newtonian Victoria Cartwright launched Lox of Love 18 months ago, 
based on Aycliffe Business Park, offering a mobile hair extension 
service to clients across the North-East. 

After winning a deal to become an official stockist of world-renowned, 
award-winning brand, Halo Hair, she has taken the leap to open her 
first premises and take on a member of staff. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 27/05/14 

• Professional services firm EY has made two senior appointments to its 
North East tax team as it continues to expand. 

Source insidermedia.com 21/05/14 

 

• Building Capacity Ltd, a Tyneside training provider, is aiming to double 
its workforce over the next 18 months after securing a five-figure 
investment from the Finance For Business North East Growth Fund. 

Source insidermedia.com 21/05/14 

• The recently opened Newcastle office of subsea installation contractor, 
Bibby Offshore, has enjoyed a successful first quarter of the year. 

Since its opening in November 2013, the Newcastle office has 
employed 23 skilled personnel, with a further 10 to be recruited in the 
coming months. 



The North East Economy Notable News 

 

Source thejournal.co.uk 20/05/14 

 

• Blyth-based Phoenix Taxis says its move to adopt electric vehicles has 
helped to secure a series of major contracts with the region’s blue chip 
employers and attracted the attention of the Department for Transport. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 19/05/14 

• Hartlepool-based, J&B Recycling, a waste management company is 
expanding its operations across Teesside after acquiring a base in 
Middlesbrough in a move that will create six jobs. 

Source insidermedia.com 20/05/14 

• A North East marketing company has boosted sales by more than half 
and created two jobs since securing capital install its advertising 
technology in Newcastle's taxis. 

The City Portal secured investment to install the 3G technology from 
Rivers Capital Partners, which manages the North East Angel Fund, in 
February. 

Source insidermedia.com 20/05/14 

 

• A North East pharmacy owner is looking to grow its care home 
operations after acquiring its second premises in Sunderland in a deal 
that has created five jobs. 

Baljit Singh and Mindy Kaur, the husband and wife team behind 
Dixons Pharmacy on Ormonde Street, took over Grindon Pharmacy in 
February 2014. 

Source Insidermedia.com 19/05/14 

 

• North East software providers Synergi Information Technology have 
launched a recruitment drive to a number of sales and technical 
engineering staff to support its rapid growth. 

The Gateshead-based business, fronted by well know North East 
businessman Peter Joynson, is driving the adoption of the next 
generation of IT business technology tools and is keen to develop the 
skills base in the region. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 19/05/14 

 

• 80 engineering jobs have been created by BT’s Openreach business 
as part of a major national expansion programme. 
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The company is looking for recruits in Durham, Darlington, Stockton-
on-Tees and parts of Northumberland including Morpeth and 
Bedlington. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 19/05/14 

 

• Heerema Fabrication Group, in Hartlepool has created 300 new jobs 
to increase work on a major contract. 

Source Northern Echo 15/05/14  

• Battlezone Laser, based in Team Valley create 12 jobs. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 15/05/14 

 

A Newcastle digital agency has created five jobs as part of an ongoing 
recruitment drive that is aiming to double its 21-strong team within the 
next three years. 

Shout Digital, which operates from the city's quayside, offers digital 
media services for clients including Sage, NOVA and law firm Bond 
Dickinson. 

Source Insidermedia.com 15/05/14 

 

• Middlesbrough based, Industrial Technology Systems (ITS) has won a 
contract worth almost £1m, they will install process control systems in 
the £70m Combined Heat and Intelligent Plant (CHiP) in London. 

The £800,000 six to nine month contract is also expected to create 
jobs in Tees Valley. 

Source insidermedia.com 14/05/14 

 

• Plastic car parts manufacturer Nifco UK is set to break into new 
markets after launching the second phase of its £8.5m Eaglescliffe 
plant. 

The company, part of Japan's Nifco Group, started production at the 
61,451 sq ft site last week. It will house the new arm of the business 
and create up to 20 roles in research and development. 

Source insidermedia.com 12/05/14 

 

 

• Facilities management firm HLA Services have opened a second 
office, in Middlesbrough, to service the Teesside market.  
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The Boldon-headquartered outfit have invested in a new office on 
Skippers Lane Industrial Estate, creating three jobs in the process, 
with plans to further increase its workforce throughout the year. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 08/05/14 

 

• Wood Floor Company, in Darlington, has taken on eight workers and 
invested £35,000 on its showroom. 

Source Northern Echo 07/05/14 

• Stanley Black & Decker is setting up a new £1m factory shop and 
reconditioning facility at DurhamGate North creating 22 jobs. 

Source bq-magazine.co.uk 07/05/14 

 

• 60 jobs created as Seaton Valley Co-operative Society receives 
Santander funding. 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 07/05/14 

 

• Consett-based accountancy firm Harlands has revealed it will hire four 
new staff and expand its presence in the North East by opening a new 
office after reporting a boost in revenues in its latest financial year. 

Source Insidermedia.com 01/05/14 

 

APRIL 2014 

• AMA Group is creating 100 jobs in Durham and confirmed to Insider 

that operations at its Whitehouse Business Park site will start "in the 
next couple of weeks". 

AMA Group will be led by five directors, four of which were involved in 
Claremont Gardens which, at its peak, supplied £180m worth of ladies 
clothes to Marks & Spencer. 

Source Insidermedia.com 29/04/14 

 

• Blackrock Executive Ltd, a recruitment firm based in Redcar, has 
doubled in size within two months of setting up a base in the North 
East 

Source: Thejournal.co.uk 26/04/14 

• North East accountancy firm Tait Walker has hired six staff across a 
range of its divisions to support the growth of the company. 
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Tait Walker created jobs in IT support and business services, as well 
appointing a new tax manager and financial planner. 

The new additions to the workforce bring the company's headcount to 
143 staff across its branches in Newcastle, Tees Valley and 
Northumberland. 

Source Insidermedia.com 25/04/14 

 

• Vegetarian product producer Quorn Foods has announced a £30m 
investment programme at its Teesside site, creating 400 new jobs 
across the business. 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 24/04/14 

 

• A number of infrastructure projects are set to start in the North East 
this year as part of a £36bn investment by the government, which 
could support 150,000 construction jobs nationwide. 

Nineteen projects in the region will begin between April 2014 and April 
2015, including improvements to the Sunderland strategic junction, the 
refurbishment of Ovingham Bridge and widening work to the A1 Lobley 
Hill. 

The projects are part of a £36bn transport fund from the government 
and private investors which will see 200 schemes in rail, road, local 
transport, flood defences, broadband, airport infrastructure and waste 
management begin across the country. 

Combined, the projects are expected to support 150,000 jobs in 
construction, as well as thousands more in other sectors following 
completion. 

Source Insidermedia.com 23/04/14 

 

• Carl Williams and his father John Williams have opened No 10 Crown 
Street in Darlington after transforming the former Aspire bar - and 
have created ten new jobs 

Source bdaily.co.uk 21/04/14 

 

• Caudex Vallum STAR a Newton Aycliffe-based door manufacturers 
and suppliers say 10 new jobs have been created following a merger 
with a neighbouring joinery firm. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 16/04/14 
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• Demand is outstripping supply as 1,500 high quality jobs will be 
created in the North East IT sector this year, a study by regional IT 
promoting body Dynamo suggests. 

Source bdaily.co.uk16/04/14 

 

• Software developer Quorum has created 12 new jobs in County 
Durham after relocating to the North East Technology Park (NETPark) 

Source Insidermedia.com 11/04/14 

 

• Around 300 jobs could be created as the UK’s first truly digital bank is 
established in the North East. 

Founder of Metro Bank Anthony Thomson and chief executive of First 
Direct Mark Mullen have chosen the region for the headquarters of 
their latest venture, Atom, a branchless bank that will be focused on 
providing the best possible customer experience. The exact location is 
yet to be confirmed. 

Yesterday, Thomson told the Journal the firm would start with 120 
people in 2015, but would grow over time to around 300, the vast 
majority of the jobs being created in the North East, where the cost 
base was lower than elsewhere. 

Source thejournal.co.uk 10/04/14 

 

• An entrepreneur behind a corporate clothing maker has unveiled plans 
to create a £10m trade and retail hub near Durham, creating 300 jobs. 

Andrew Ward, managing director of Workwear Express, has kick-
started the venture with the £1.25m acquisition of the former Kerry 
Foods factory on a 5.82-acre site near Durham Retail Park, with 
chartered surveyor Bradley Hall advising him on the deal. 

He plans to relocate Workwear Express from its existing home on the 
Belmont Industrial Estate to the new premises, which will contain 
production facilities that can customise clothes with embroidery or 
corporate logos. 

Source bq-magazine.co.uk 10/04/14 

• Zyro, the UK’s largest privately owned bicycle parts and accessories 
distributor, has moved to a 100,000 sq. ft warehouse and offices in 
Darlington creating 60 jobs in the town, with more expected to follow.  

Source Northern Echo 09/04/4 

• Successful bar entrepreneur David King has created 15 jobs following 
his £250k renovation of the City Tavern in Newcastle. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 07/04/14 
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• Global technology firm Accenture says it will recruit 90 people for 
highly skilled technology positions in its Newcastle Delivery Centre at 
the Cobalt Business Park in North Tyneside. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 03/04/14 

 

• Chartered surveyor Naylors has appointed two staff to its property 
management team after its portfolio reached a record-high of 90 
premises. 

Source insidermedia.com 02/04/14 

 

• Longbenton-based rubber lining suppliers Aquaseal Rubber Ltd say 
they plan to grow following their biggest contract to date with oil 
platform manufactuer OGN. 

The 12-strong firm is recruiting additional staff as managing director 
Jason Armstrong concentrates on the trade show circuit to scoop 
contracts. 

Source Bdaily.co.uk 02/04/14 

 

• Up to 14 jobs have been created through the reopening of a popular 
Washington sports bar that has undergone a £450k refurbishment. 

The former Chevys bar on Emerson road has now been transformed 
into an American-style sports venue called Champs Sports Bar and 
Grill. 

Source Bdaily.co.uk 02/04/14 

 

• Newcastle computer company Cavtec Systems has almost doubled 
turnover in a year after winning a £5m contract to supply hardware to 
thousands of ships all over the world. 

The family-run firm, established 24 years ago this week, supplies 
computer systems, networks and support services to a range of clients 
and it has now secured a deal that is estimated to grow turnover to 
£2m next year, while also creating three new jobs at the 10-strong 
business with possibly more to follow. 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 02/04/14 

 

• As Siemens service renewables business continues to grow, around 
300 jobs are to be created in Newcastle during the current financial 
year 
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Source Thejoiurnal.co.uk 02/04/14 

 

• Following more than £300,000 investment, CTL Dental has created 
three jobs so far at the practice on Newbiggin in Richmond town 
centre. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 01/04/14 

 

• Local enterprise partnership Tees Valley Unlimited (TVU) is aiming to 
create 700 jobs in the region before 2015 after securing a £7m 
investment from the BIS regional growth fund. 

The Tees Valley Jobs and Skills investment Scheme will provide 
businesses with 12 month wage subsidies of up to 50 per cent in a bid 
to encourage companies to take on trainees, apprentices or graduates 
of any age. 

Source insidermedia.com 01/04/14 

 

 

MARCH 2014 

• Erimus Insurance Brokers, based in Stockton on Tees has taken on 
four new staff as it targets a record-breaking turnover of £12m for 
2014. 

Having doubled in size over the past decade, the commercial 
insurance specialist now employs 30 staff. 

Source bq-magazine.co.uk 28/03/14 

 

• Electronic manufacturer Filtronic has secured 85 jobs for the region 
through an expansion of its base at NETPark, the North East 
Technology Park. 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 28/03/14 

 

• Newcastle-based construction software outfit 4Projects are set to 
create 30 jobs over the next 12 months as they grow their regional and 
national presence. 

Source bq-magazine.co.uk 27/03/14 

• An automotive components supplier has invested £6m on extending 
its premises and buying new equipment after securing major contracts 
with Nissan. 
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The Japanese car giant asked Mecaplast Peterlee Ltd to manufacture 
parts for new models being introduced to the plant at Sunderland. 

As a result of the recent orders, the company’s average workforce of 
85 to 90 has doubled in the last six months. 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 27/03/14 

 

• Bristol Street Motors Vauxhall in Sunderland has expanded creating 
six new jobs, following a £250,000 transformation. 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 26/03/14 

 

• Fitness entrepreneur John Famelton’s Inline Fitness Centre Ltd in 
Blaydon is fast approaching half its planned capacity, just four months 
after opening. 

The 30 year-old invested £100k in his business after saving for four 
years, and now has nearly 100 members at the centre and plans to 
double the size of his Chainbridge Road premises, taking on more 
staff. 

Source Bdaily.co.uk 23/03/14 

 

• Ashington confectionery business, Sugarfayre has secured a 
£397,500 grant from the Regional Growth Fund (RGF) to expand its 
operations and create ten jobs. 

Source Insidermedia.com 21/03/14 

• National document management business Arena Group has expanded 
into the North East with the opening of a new Stockton-on-Tees office. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 20/03/14 

 

• A new £14 million centre to speed up the commercialisation of 
graphene will be located on Teesside, the Government has 
announced. 

The Centre for Process Innovation (CPI) will host the Graphene 
Applications Innovation Centre outlined by the Chancellor in this 
week’s Budget. The number of jobs will initially be quite small, but the 
work will create the opportunity to build a cluster of manufacturers in 
the region, and therefore supply chain investment. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 20/03/14 
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• Variety.co.uk is moving from its current offices at the North East 
Business and Innovation Centre (BIC) to a larger unit and now plans 
to recruit another two members of staff. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 20/03/14 

 

• North East business, Heating and Gas Solutions has grown its 
headcount by five, after securing a business funding loan from the 
Eaga Trust. 

Source Insidermedia.com 20/03/14 

• Redcar housing group Coast & Country have tackled a number of IT 
challenges and grown their workforce thanks to a Knowledge Transfer 
Partnership (KTP). 

 

Graduates Deborah Matthews and Andrew Hughes joined the firm to 
work on an IT project via Teesside University a KTP, and have since 
gone on to secure full time jobs. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 18/03/14 

 

• Lane7,  a ten-pin bowling business is creating 10 jobs in a 
£100,000.00 expansion 

Source Northern Echo 19/03/14 

• BT has strengthened its depot in Northallerton, by creating 50 new 
jobs. 

Source Northern Echo 18/03/14 

 

• Gateshead based, Sevcon targets agricultural sector, creating 10 jobs.  

Source Bdaily.co.uk 17/03/14 

 

• North East accountancy firm Ryecroft Glenton has hired four staff to 
make up its new cloud accounting division. 

The business invested in the new team, which will be based at its 
Newcastle office, to offer its clients a cost-effective way of accessing 
financial data on the move. 

Source Insidermedia.com 14/03/14 

 

• 5,200 jobs predicted as Sunderland gets Nissan business park. Nick 
Clegg will today sign off a multi-million pound investment package set 
to see a new era of Nissan business in Sunderland. 
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The Sunderland and South Tyneside City Deal will see the two 
councils put in cash to create a new automotive business park backed 
by some £5m in Government funds. 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 14/03/14 

 

 

• Bill Bentham has opened a branch Muffin Break in Middlesbrough with 
support from NatWest and partner Lombard – the bank’s dedicated 
asset finance arm. 

Handcrafted coffee and homemade baked goods will be available at 
the Hill Street café and 14 new jobs will be created as part of the 
development. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 13/03/14 

 

 

• A Sunderland manufacturer of roof trusses for the construction 
industry is investing £100k in new equipment as it expands thanks to 
an upturn in the housing market. 

The Fencehouse Truss Company is adding a 40-tonne press to its 
truss-making equipment and is creating additional jobs to operate the 
machinery. 

Source Bdaily.co.uk 11/03/14 

 

• A £160k investment in a Teesside pub has created four jobs and even 
a new beer. 

The Wellington at Wolviston, near Stockton-on-Tees has been serving 
the village since 1821 and reopened last week following 
refurbishment. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 11/03/14  

 

• Pet supplies retailer Pets at Home has invested £405,000 in a Consett 
store that will bring 11 jobs to the region. 

The 4,837 sq ft unit on Hermiston Retail Park is set to open on 27 
March with more than 400 applications received for the available roles. 

Source insidermedia.com 10/03/14 

• A lighting company has secured a £350,000 grant allowing it to 
relocate to the North East and create 35 new jobs. 
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BSS LED Ltd manufactures commercial and industrial LED lighting, 
which use up to 65% less energy than regular lighting and feature 
reduced heat output and zero lamp maintenance. 

Source: The Journal.co.uk 

 

• North East civil engineering business the Owen Pugh Group has 
invested £100,000 in its Marsden Quarry materials testing laboratory 
and created five jobs. 

Source: Insidermedia.com 05/03/2014 

 

FEBRUARY  

• Work is progressing on a £3m executive housing development near 
Whitley Bay which has created 50 jobs. 

Brims Homes, a division of Sunderland-based Brims Construction, is 
building the 14-home scheme on Station Road, Seaton Delaval for 
Eland Homes. 

Source: bdaily.co.uk 28/02/2014 

 

• Telecoms firm BT is creating more than 1,000 apprentieship and 
graduate jobs as well as 1,500 training and work experience 
placements. 

Source: The Northern Echo 27/02/2014 

 

• Builder creates 1,100 jobs after sales boom – A housebuilder is 
creating more than 1,000 jobs after recording a five-year sales high. 
Barratt Developments told The Northern Echo it wants a number of 
North-East apprentices, graduates and trainees to capitalise on 
buyers’ increasing confidence. 

Source: The Northern Echo 27/02/2014 

 

• A North East construction is creating 70 jobs in 4.2m motorway 
services work. Clugston Construction, which has offices in Hebburn, 
South Tyneside, is building a truck-stop and petrol station on the A1 at 
Leeming, in North Yorkshire. 

Source: The Northern Echo 20/02/2014 
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• Around 40 new jobs will be created as the UK’s largest harbour crane 
has arrived in the North East. The mulit-million pound Leibherr crane 
from Rostock in Germany has been specially designed for Able Seaton 
Port, where it will play a major part in the expansion of the firm’s Tees 
and Humber operations.  

Source: bdaily.co.uk 21/02/2014 

 

• North East care home provider Executive Care is looking to fill 60 new 
jobs as part of a major corporate review. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 21/02/2014 

 

• Clugston Construction, with offices in Hebburn, South Tyneside is 
creating 70 jobs in a £4.2m motorway services work at Leeming, in 
North Yorkshire. 

Source Northern Echo 20/02/14 

• An additional 250 jobs have been created in Hartlepool as Heerema 
Fabrication nears the completion of the Cygnus Alpha 1,640-tonne 
wellhead for the Cygnus gas development. 

Source Insidermedia.com 20/02/14 

 

• Newcastle telecoms firm ACTIV has undergone a major £200,000 
refurbishment and plans to double its workforce and turnover by next 
year. 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 19/02/14 

 

• North East law firm BHP Law has added five new members of staff to 
its conveyancing team to service demand. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 18/02/14 

 

• Fast-growing Vertu Motors PLC will be creating 25 new jobs through 
bringing the luxury Infiniti car brand to the North East. 

The Gateshead firm, which has enjoyed a long run of expansion, has 
announced it will be opening an Infiniti centre at Silverlink Retail Park 
to cater for customers in Tyne and Wear, County Durham and 
Teesside. 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 18/02/14 
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• Geordie Bakers secures jobs after entering partnership with Artisan 
Baking Community 

GB was bought out of administration by Minhoco 21 in May 2013 in a 
rescue deal which saved 17 jobs. Now almost a year later the firm has 
increased sales by 90% and taken on six new members of staff. 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 17/02/14 

 

• EnQuest a Wallsend engineering firm that was forced to slash its 
workforce from 500 to six during hard times has secured a major 
offshore contract which has created more than 20 new jobs. 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 14/02/14 

 

• Stockton-based  Agile Group, aprovider of IT and communications has 
received a six-figure investment to expand its business and realise its 
ambition of reaching £10m turnover by 2016. 

Agile Group, a collection of businesses that provides ICT services to a 
range of small and large corporations, received the capital from 
Northstar Ventures, Lloyds TSB and shareholders. The investment 
was also supported by Let’s Grow, the £30m Regional Growth Fund 
programme. 

The group will use the cash to take on additional staff, enter two new 
markets and relocate to new premises. 

Source Insidemedia.com 13/02/14 

 

• Gateshead-based Astley Signs is creating 10 new roles for young 
people through its trainee development programme. 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 13/02/14 

• An experienced technology businessman has launched his latest 
venture from Gateshead, creating a number of jobs in the process. 

Former TSG managing director Peter Joynson, and a team of tech 
specialists have launched Synergi Software Solutions, providing 
Microsoft products and other business apps. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 12/02/14 

 

• South Tyneside nursery chain is expanding into a new South Shields 
site, creating 25 jobs. 

The Early Partnership, which employs over 60 staff and cares for over 
440 children, has secured six-figure funding from Lloyds Bank 
Commercial Banking for the move. 
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Founder Eamonn Gribben has grown the business with branches 
across the area and will now open up shop in the Old Council Library 
in South Shields. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 11/02/14 

 

• More than 230 jobs will be created in Hartlepool after the town's 
council entered a partnership with technology company Northgate 
Public Services to open a new operation in the town. 

The seven-year agreement, which also has a three-year extension 
option, will see Northgate establish a new Regional Business Centre in 
Hartlepool. 

Northgate will initially bring 235 jobs to Hartlepool, with the capacity to 
increase headcount to 300. 

Source Insidermedia.com 11/02/14 

 

• Yarm estate agent Readman Rohan is expanding by opening a 
second office in Stokesley, creating five new jobs. 

Source bq-magazine.co.uk 10/02/14 

• The rate of job creation in the North East is at a record high despite 
overall output decreasing, the latest Lloyds Bank study has revealed. 

North East private sector companies raised their staffing levels again 
in January, but growth of business eased at the start of 2014, following 
the sharpest expansion of new orders in the series history during 
December. 

While growth eased from December, companies signalled further 
expansions of output and new orders at the start of this year. 

Source Bdaily.co.uk 10/02/14 

• Merlin Flex-Ability a Hartlepool-based circuit board manufacturer has 
created ten new roles for long-term unemployed young people in the 
area. 

Source insidermedia.com 10/02/14 

• Newcastle marketing company Meridian Delta is expecting revenues 
to grow to more than £2.5m in its current financial year. It comes after 
the business confirmed plans to create 25 jobs. 

Source insidermedia.com 10/02/14 

• Cramlington-based software provider to the haulage and transport 
sectors has recruited for expansion, following promising sales rises. 

Mandata (Management & Data Services) Ltd has appointed five new 
staff in technical support, account management and marketing roles. 
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Source Bdaily.co.uk 07/02/14 

 

 

• Able UK has secured a contract to dispose of four offshore rigs from 
the Shell-operated Brent Field in the North Sea, bringing 200 new jobs 
to the North East. 

Teesside-based Able UK has been awarded a significant contract as 
part of the decommissioning of four offshore platforms from the Shell-
operated Brent Field in the North Sea. 

Around 100 jobs will be created during the 18-month construction of 
the new quay with the six-year recycling contract itself generating a 
further 100 new jobs. It is anticipated that over 97 per cent of the 
structures will be reused or recycled. 

Source Insidermedia.com 07/02/14 

 

• Office fit-out specialist AMH Workspace is searching to expand into 
new premises and take on more staff following £1.2m worth of new 
contract wins. 

The company, which was launched in 1984 by Ian and Clarice Moir, 
employs 15 people serve the commercial property sector, working with 
architects, designers and office occupiers to create workspaces for 
businesses. 

Source bq-magazine.co.uk 07/02/14 

 

 

• Healthcare provider Keiro Group has created new jobs after investing 
£500,000 in its Gateshead centre. 

Keiro Group has made the significant outlay at Chase Park Neuro 
Centre, its Whickham-based neuro, stroke and spinal-rehabilitation 
centre and nursing suite, using the funds to give the nursing suite and 
other facilities a complete revamp. 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 06/02/14 

 

• Wallsend taxi firm Blueline have promised at least 200 jobs will be 
created as it launches its purpose-built £450k training academy for taxi 
drivers on Tyneside. 

Work has now started on Shields Road in Byker, and the academy, 
operated in partnership with Northumberland College, is expected to 
open this autumn. 
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Blueline Operations director Lee Clayton said: “With this 
announcement we are guaranteeing to create 200 jobs in just 12 
months. 

Source Bdaily.co.uk 05/02/14 

 

• Sunderland-based NE&C Windows and Doors have created five jobs 
following a relocation into larger factory premises. 

The family-run business has expanded into a 16,000 sq ft unit at 
Glover Industrial Estate in Washington after growing from turnover 
from £250k to over £1.3 million. 

Source bdiaily.co.uk 05/02/14 

• Engineering consultancy Patrick Parsons has grown its workforce to 
100 following the strategic acquisition of a Birmingham firm. 

The Newcastle-headquartered business has expanded its geographic 
reach with the buyout of civil and structural consultancy Stewart and 
Harris, a 26-strong business which counts Kier Partnership Homes, 
Galliford Try and Capita Symonds among its clients. 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 05/02/14 

 

• Wellstream, based at Walker Riverside, has already expanded its 
production capabilities in a bid to create and protect jobs and now has 
more than 580 people at its manufacturing sites across the North East. 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 04/02/14 

 

• A leisure entrepreneur has opened a further five CrossFit gym 
franchises across the North East in the past three months, bringing 50 
jobs to the region 

Joanne Bannatyne, the ex-wife of Dragons Den star Duncan, 
launched CrossFit in the North East with business partner Lee Howe 
in 2013. 

Trading as JoLee CrossFit Ltd, the business now has five outlets in 
Teesside, Darlington, Hartlepool, Team Valley and Belmont, with 
another set to open in Chester-le-Street. 

Source Insidermedia.com 04/01/14 

 

 

JANUARY  
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• Construction software firm 4Projects will move their UK headquarters 
into Newcastle’s Central Square building. 

The company has plans to grow by more than 50% as demand for 
Building Infomation Modelling systems has increased in the last few 
years. 

30 jobs have been created by the move which was facilitated by the 
Let’s Grow project and NewcastleGateshead Initiative. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 31/01/14 

• A North Tyneside contractor is on track to almost double its turnover 
while creating around eight new jobs, following a string of contract 
wins. 

Turney Wylde, of Wallsend, provides construction services for clients 
in the social housing, property regeneration and commercial sectors 
across Tyne & Wear, Teesside, Durham and Northumberland. 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 31/01/14 

 

• Sunderland-based software company SaleCycle has announced it will 
take on 150 new staff after winning contracts with big-brand clients. 

SaleCycle works with retailers to help recover lost sales from 
customers that do not complete online purchases through an email 
system. 

Source Insidermedia.com 30/01/14 

 

• First Class Technical Recruimtent has appointed two industry 
professionals to its consultancy team.  

Oil and gas specialist Paul Carruthers and experienced automotive 
professional Matthew Bowey have joined the company, which has 
offices in Newcastle, Middlesbrough and Aberdeen. 

Source BQ-magazine.co.uk 30/01/14 

 

• Teal farm Park Phase II, has opened in Washington and promises to 
create 124 new jobs. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 27/01/14 

 

• The North East’s largest independent motor group, Benfield, has 
opened a new £5.8m dealership on Newcastle Road, Sunderland, as 
part of its ongoing capital investment programme. 

The development has taken eight months to construct and has also 
created 45 jobs. 
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Source Thejournal.co.uk 27/01/14 

 

• County Durham's first food waste anaerobic digestion plant has 
officially opened, creating four jobs with room for eight more new 
employees in the future. 

Operated by Emerald Biogas, the £8m facility will convert food waste 
into renewable energy and will generate enough energy to power 
2,000 houses. 

Source Insidermedia.com 27/01/14 

 

• Cubis Industries will create 11 new jobs in County Durham by setting 
up its new manufacturing site in Peterlee. 

Irish company Cubis, which manufactures structural preformed 
products for underground network access, also plans for further 
recruitment in the future. 

Source Insidermedia.com 24/01/14 

 

• Revenue at Peterlee-based Goodfellows has topped £2m since the 
company launched in March 2012. 

The business, which supplies luxury kitchen and tableware, now 
hopes to expand and create new jobs after growing from a start up to 
16-strong company. 

Source Insidermedia.com 21/01/14 

• A young Yorkshire entrepreneur, who specialises in uniforms, has 
received £100k investment to treble the size of his company’s Layburn 
production unit.  

Aj Swinbank, 24, founded 121workwear based in Bedale 18 months 
ago to provide workwear and protective clothing for companies across 
the UK. 

121Workware now employs six people and is about use the 
investment to quadruple its production facility as well as hiring new 
staff.  

The investment, which includes state-of-the-art screen printing 
facilities and a brand-new sales offices, should lead to the employment 
of 10 extra staff during the next 12 months. 

Source Bdaily.co.uk 21/01/14 

 

• The North East has been given a jobs boost with the creation of a new 
digital tax team. 



The North East Economy Notable News 

 

Officials from HM Revenue and Customs (HMRC) yesterday 
announced they were recruiting 50 positions at Longbenton, 
Newcastle, to staff a new digital centre. 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 21/01/14 

 

• Building company Stone Technical Services (STS), based in 
Darlington, is set to create six new jobs in 2014 to support its aim to 
increase turnover by 30 per cent during the year. 

Insidermedia.com 20/01/14 

 

• Mobile telecoms and technology business Activ has strengthened its 
workforce with 5 recruits after a strong year of growth. 

Source Northern Echo 17/01/14 

 

• A Darlington-based subsea equipment business hired 12 new staff in 
its last financial year after enjoying an increase in profits and turnover. 

The new roles represent a 43 per cent increase in headcount at 
Tompkins UK, which supplies, manages and operates subsea 
construction equipment. 

Source insidermedia.com 17/01/14 

 

• Wynyard-based professional engineering design and project 
management company Nortech Group has appointed John Kearney 
financial Director. 

Kearney, 59, joins the company, which serves the process, offshore, 
onshore oil & gas, steel and iron industries, from Evolution Business 
and Tax Advisors LLP. 

Source Bqmagazine.co.uk 15/01/14 

 

• Stanley-based Accapi Group is creating 20 new jobs are securing a 
£5m deal to act as exclusive distributors for a US dogwear firm, to 
distribute premium dogwear across 21 European countries. 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 15/01/14 

 

• Offshore renewables firm Tekmar have moved into the former Tetley 
Tea distribution warehouse in Newton Aycliffe ahead of intended 
expansion. 
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The firm have acquired a lease and plan to expand their headquarters 
to three times its current size, aiming to create up to 50 jobs and 
increase turnover from £22 million to £50 million. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 14/01/14 

 

• Fast growing ICT services firm Newcastle- based Calibre Secured 
Networks Ltd has appointed a new Technical Director. 

Source thejournal.co.uk 13/01/14 

 

• North of England’s recruitment consultants have reported higher 
numbers of staff placed in permanent positions during December, for 
the eighth month in a row.   

Permanent staff placement growth accelerated in all four English 
regions monitored by the survey in December. For the third month 
running, the Midlands posted the quickest pace of expansion and one 
that was the joint-strongest in the series history. 

Temporary/contract staff billings in the North rose further in December. 
The overall pace of expansion was strong and the fastest since 
August. Furthermore, the rate of increase outstripped the UK-wide 
trend. 

Demand for both permanent and temporary staff in the North of 
England increased in December. While growth of permanent worker 
demand eased since the previous month, temp staff demand rose at 
the strongest pace in almost 16 years 

Source bq-magazine.co.uk 10/01/14 

 

 

. 

• A growing North East company that specialises in lift and escalator 
services is to create new jobs as it opens an office in Gateshead as 
part of ambitious growth plans. 

The Stockton-headquartered Pickerings Lifts will likely take on around 
eight more engineers, as well as other staff, after the facility opens 
within the next fortnight. 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 10/01/14 

• Newcastle-based software developer Pebble, is confident of a 
"landmark year" after revealing it has increased turnover by 30 per 
cent year-on-year. 

The company, which employs 21 members of staff, is now aiming for a 
35 per cent increase in turnover to meet targets of £1m in sales. 
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Pebble also indicated that it will expand its workforce by a further four 
employees in the next year to support growth. 

Source Insidermedia.com 10/01/14 

• Joyce Construction and Civils Ltd (JC&C), based in Northumberland 
has appointed a new managing director and taken on 19 new 
employees over the past four months. 

Source Northernecho 08/01/14 

 

• Up to 350 jobs are set to be created in Teesside after a £1.6bn project 
to build an energy from waste plant in the region was signed. 

The 30-year resource recovery contract between a consortium led by 
Sita UK and the Merseyside Recycling and Waste Authority will see 
waste from Merseyside be sent to the Teesside plant, which will have 
the capacity to power about 63,000 houses. 

The project will comprise the development of the plant and 
construction of a rail transfer depot in Knowsley and includes £20m of 
Green Investment Bank funding. 

Source Insidermedia.com 06/01/14 

 

 

DECEMBER 

 

• Spire Washington Hospital is creating jobs for a number of key 
medical staff as part of ongoing investment in its growth. 

The hospital, one of the leading private medical centres in the North 
East, will be introducing additional services in 2014 including a new 
weight loss treatment and a one-stop skin lesion removal clinic. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 20/12/13 

 

• A Newcastle-based car retailer has secured a £40m funding package 
to build three new dealerships in the North East. 

A spokesperson for Benfield Motor Group, an independent, family-run 
business which has 34 franchises across the North East, North West 
and Yorkshire, also confirmed that the new developments will create 
up to 20 jobs across the business by 2015. 

Source Insidermedia.com 20/12/13 

• Subsea engineering firm, Ennsub, based in Sedgefield has invested 
£500,000 into its new factory. 
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Source Northern echo 18/12/13 

 

• Sports retailer Sporting Pro has created 20 North East jobs, after 
opening a new store in Stockton 

Source Northern Echo 17/12/13 

 

• Online marketing organisation NewcastleGateshead has helped to 
generate more than £4.5m in visitor expenditure and secured 85 jobs 
in the past six months, after launching a campaign to increase the 
number of tourists visiting Newcastle. 

From September 2012 to March 2013, the campaign created 85 jobs 
and has estimated it will safeguard a minimum of 232 roles across the 
region before funding ends in 2015. 

Source Insidermedia.com 17/12/13 

 

• Funding from the Collaborative Projects Fund and the Regional 
Growth Fund aims to help commercialisation of products and services 
developed in the region. 

The projects that will receive funding include: 

• Route Monkey’s work with Teesside University and Urban Foresight’s 
work on software to analyze the usage patterns of electric vehicles; 

• AVID Technology Group Ltd and Newcastle University’s work on 
developing a DC fan and water pump that will create 46 new jobs. 

• Seaward Electronics Ltd and Teesside University’s project to develop 
an electric vehicles charging point tester, which will create eight jobs 

• Sevon Ltd and Wolverine Tube’s development of a novel High Voltage 
Low Power Inverter that can also improve the efficiency of non-electric 
vehicles, which will create 25 new jobs 

Source Bdaily.co.uk 11/12/13 

 

• Barclay Roofing, based in Stockton has taken on 15 workers and 
secured 11 existing posts  after winning deals to work  on North East 
hospitals. 

Source Northern Echo 11/12/13 

 

• In 2013, Subway Tyne Tees region have opened 11 new North East 
stores, creating around 88 new jobs in the process.  
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According to North East franchisee Owen Bradford, the brand is 4% 
up growth wise this year across the Tyne Tees region, as well as 
nationally. Sales are increasing year on year by 7%. 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 10/12/13 

 

• Darlington-based POBoxes.com is the brainchild of Anthony Redpath 
and his son Alex and has already built up a 250-strong global client 
base in the few weeks since its launch. 

The company currently has a handful of staff but is aiming to create 
new jobs as the take up of its services continues to grow. 

Source Bdaily.co.uk 08/12/13 

 

 

• Telecoms giant BT is to recruit more than 50 new staff in the North 
East. 

The full-time roles, at the Rolling Mill Road site, in Jarrow, will primarily 
be in finance, human resources and payroll, delivering services to a 
range of local government customers. 

Source BDaily.co.uk 05/12/13 

 

• Almit Group, which has bases in Bishop Auckland, Shildon and 
Newton Aycliffe, has moved into the former Amdega factory in 
Darlington has recruited 20 staff and expect to add 20 more in the new 
year. 

Source Northern Echo 04/12/13 

 

• Maxim Facilities Management (Maxim FM) one of the North East's 
largest independent contract cleaning and facilities management 
businesses has secured a £400,000 investment to help drive its future 
growth plans. 

It will use the capital it is receiving from The Finance for Business 
North East Growth Fund to continue to expand and develop the 
services it offers and to create dozens of new North East jobs in the 
process. 

Source Insidermedia.com 03/12/13 

 

 

NOVEMBER 
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• World-renowned developer and manufacturer of gas analysis 
equipment Analox Group is planning to double the size of its 
engineering design team next year, creating up to nine new jobs. 

The company, based in Stokesley, North Yorkshire, is working on a 
number of new projects for which it needs to expand its engineering 
manpower. 

In the second half of this year, Analox recruited 10 new members of 
staff, bringing its total number of employees to 52. 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 02/12/13 

 

• Darlington-based contractor Shepherd Construction, will create 150 

new jobs to construct the Hitachi Rail Europe’s plant, in Newton 

Aycliffe, County Durham and secure hundreds more across the 

region's supply chain.  

Source Northernecho.co.uk 27/11/13 

 

• NISSAN is creating 30 new North-East jobs to help launch a new 

model. The Sunderland car maker wants maintenance department staff 

to support work on the next-generation Qashqai. 

Source Northern Echo 27/11/13  

 

• A new offshore survival centre is being developed by AIS Training to 
cope with the growing demand for training courses from the offshore 
industry – which is currently experiencing unprecedented growth 
throughout all energy sectors. 

Fifteen new jobs will be initially created as a result of the new facility, 
bringing the total number of AIS employees to 80. 

Bqmagazine.co.uk 27/11/13 

• Sunderland-based GlassHUS has invested almost £50,000 in 
purchasing new machinery and increased its workforce to ten as a 
result of the move. 

 

• Consulting engineers Service Design Solution are building upon 
strong performance by expanding into the region with a Newcastle 
office, creating nine new jobs. 

Source thjournal.co.uk 22/11/13 
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• Prima Cheese Ltd, of Seaham, County Durham, has taken on new 
staff, increased its turnover and set its sights on new export markets 
after securing a £3 million finance deal. 

The company has hired 13 new staff in the last 12 months and it is 
expecting to create more new jobs as a result. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 21/11/13 

 

• North East based, Consult and Design,which specialises in web 
development, e-commerce and design, is expanding with a new 
Sunderland office. 

Source Bdaily.co.uk 20/11/13 

 

• Allied International UK LTD’s expansion into Kirkleatham Business 
Park, Redcar, leaves just one more 21,000 sq ft industrial unit and 
three offices with EZ status on the site. 

The firm, part of the Allied International Group, will be effectively 
business rates free saving up to £275,000 over five years and has 
created eight jobs at its new facility. 

Source Bdaily.co.uk 19/11/13 

 

• Collingwood Insurance Services (UK) Ltd has created 100 new jobs to 
add to the existing 100-strong workforce at its contact centre in North 
Shields, to help meet demands for a new product. 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 20/11/13 

 

• Story homes has revealed plans to create 12 new jobs in the region. 
The company is currently working on a development in Shotley Bridge, 
near Consett, Co. Durham. 

Source Northern Echo  19/11/13 

• Teesdale based, London Coffee Company, has been awarded a grant 
of more than £15,000 to set up a coffee roasting facility and create 
four jobs.  

Source Northern Echo 18/11/13 

• First Class Technical Recruitment, which has offices in Newcastle and 
Aberdeen, has exceeded first year revenue targets and created five 
new jobs after securing a string of high-profile contracts. 

Source Bdaily.co.uk 15/11/13 
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• OGN Group, the offshore engineering, procurement and construction 
specialist, has secured a mutli-million pound contract with EnQuest, 
which will lead to the creation of 600 jobs at its Tyneside facility for the 
duration of the project. 

Source Northern Echo 16/11/13 

 

• Pay as You Glow Heating Systems, which provides boiler and central 
heating services throughout the North East and North Yorkshire, now 
occupies 1,500 sq ft of space at the Jupiter Centre in total which will 
accommodate ten new employees, including two apprentices, who will 
help administer the ECO funded Affordable Warmth and Green Deal 
schemes, as well as the company's more traditional servicing, repair 
and installation work. 

Source Insidermedia.com 15/11/13 

 

• Lloyds Bank Commercial Banking has added to its North East mid 
markets team with two new appointments, Rory Whaling and Lee 
Watkins. 

Source Insidermedia.com 15/11/13 

 

• First Choice Labels has recruited Andrew Bennett as a printer after the 
21-year-old completed a two-year apprenticeship with the Redcar firm, 
while 19-year-old Steve Badham has joined the company as an 
apprentice printer. 

Source Bdaily.co.uk 14/11/13 

 

• Leathers LLP, based in Newcastle has appointed to new partners to 
oversee its growing client list and work. 

Source Northern Echo 14/11/13 

 

• Tiger Bills, which offers a mix of Thai and Tex Mex cuisine, is to open 
a 180 cover restaurant at Puddlers Corner, Consett – creating around 
40 full and part time jobs. 

The company has taken over a former Italian restaurant and has made 
a “substantial” investment in refurbishing it, with plans to open in late 
November/early December on the Project Genesis site. 

Source BQMagazine.co.uk 12/11/13 

 



The North East Economy Notable News 

 

• 300 construction jobs will be supported in 2014 by more than £64m of 
investment in the North East’s roads, Transport Minister Robert 
Goodwill announced today. 

Source Bdaily.co.uk 12/11/13 

 

• Darren Jobling, chief executive of Eutechnyx, says the firm is now on a 
major recruitment drive to fuel its ZeroLight division which specialises 
in interactive virtual showrooms. 

Source Bdaily.co.uk 12/11/13 

 

• Air conditioning specialists HLA Services Ltd has marked its tenth year 
of trading by posting record turnover of £8m, driven by customers’ 
demand for its energy efficient solutions. 

The Boldon-based firm, whose clients includes Harvey Nichols, 
Newcastle International Airport and Caterpillar UK, has created eight 
new jobs, taking workforce levels to more than 90 full-time staff 
members in response to its busiest year in business yet. 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 12/11/13 

 

• Red Hot Sunglasses, based in Newcastle the latest business to re-
locate to thriving Byker-based business hub Hoults Yard – expects to 
double its turnover in the next 12 months and will invest in new recruits 
to meet growing global demand for its products. 

Source Bdaily.co.uk 11/11/13 

 

• Marketing firm Meridian Delta is taking on 25 new recruits and 
launching three new divisions to offer specialised services to growing 
areas of the business. 

The move will see the Newcastle-based company’s workforce expand 
by 55%, having seen turnover increase almost fourfold within three 
years to £1.9m, from the £500,000 posted in 2010. 

Source thejournal.co.uk 05/11/13 

 

• Cotswold Manufacturing in Thornaby, has unveiled plans to double 
turnover and create jobs after a £750,000 investment in a new 
manufacturing centre.  

Source Northern Echo 05/11/13 
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• Earlier this year, Intu received planning consent for a £17m restaurant 
quarter within Eldon Square featuring more than 20 eateries. It is 
expected that about 250 permanent jobs will be created once the 
outlets are open. 

Source Insidermedia.co.uk 05/11/13 

 

• A £2m investment in a North East holiday park is set to create at least 
30 jobs, with the development of a historic coastal building. 

Park Leisure, owner of Amble Links Coastal Retreat and Holiday Park, 
is developing a new bar and restaurant on the north Northumberland 
coast in one of the most substantial investments seen in Amble in 
recent years. 

 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 04/11/13 

 

• After several months of extensive renovations, Bayberry Hollow has 
opened in the period building that was formerly The Pack Horse Inn, 
creating 14 jobs. It was started by business partners Marie Race and 
Joanne Connolly, selling a range of fashion accessories, gifts, cards 
and home furnishings. It also has a café selling home-made foods and 
cakes. 

Source BQ magazine.co.uk 01/11/13 

 

• An asbestos management firm is set to swell its workforce and training 
facilities after securing its second capital investment in three years. 

Nichol Associates has increased turnover by more than 50% since 
securing a £70,000 investment from the Finance For Business North 
East Growth Fund in 2011, funds that allowed the business to buy in 
new equipment and expand the services it provides. 

Turnover has risen from just under £1m to in excess of £1.5m and the 
workforce has also grown from 22 to 30. 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 01/11/13 

 

OCTOBER 

 

 

• EastQuay IT in Ouseburn valley has won contracts with Newcastle 
property development company Adderstone Group and Toffee Factory 



The North East Economy Notable News 

 

based building information modelling firm Digital Surveys to deliver 
general IT support and disaster recovery. 

The contract wins have led to the appointment of apprentices Laura 
Dawson from South Shields, Sam Cooper from Hexham and Dan 
Morley from Newcastle. 

Source BQ Magazine 30/10/13 

 

• New jobs will be created with the building of a fuel storage facility at 
one of the region’s fastest-growing ports. 

Port of Blyth and marine fuels supplier the Geos Group are building 
the facility at the Bates Terminal, Blyth. 

Initially 20 jobs are being created but there are high hopes that more 
could be on the way if the marine fuel bunkering facility attracts the oil 
and gas and renewable energy sector. 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 31/10/13 

 

• Faerch Plast, based in Durham City, one of Europes leading container 
manufacturer say they expect to increase their North East workforce 
from 60 to 150 and have bought a 30,000 sq meter plot next to its 
factory to allow for expansion. 

Source Northern Echo 30/10/13 

 

• South Tyneside-based Nine has said it is on track to hit sales of £1m 
for 2014 after doubling turnover in its latest results. To support its 
growth strategy, the company has recently made four new 
appointments, bringing the team to 12 full-time members of staff. 

Source Insidermedia.com 30/10/13 

 

• Barnard Castle-based digital media outfit Zine has doubled its 
workforce in three months thanks to a rapidly growing client base and 
franchise network, and now plan to open a Newcastle office. 

The specialists in SEO, web design, branding and corporate marketing 
have hired fifteen new staff since April 2013, doubling the business’ 
size. 

Source Bdaily.co.uk 25/10/13 

 

• Technology firm, Leighton Group based on the Rainton Business Park 
in Houghton-le-spring, near Sunderland, has unveiled plans to create 
up to new 150 jobs 
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Source Northern Echo 24/10/13 

• County Durham based, TSF Retail Solution, which designs, 
manufactures and installs commercial fixtures and fittings, is 
introducing a graduate trainee programme at its Peterlee operation 
and has committed to appointing new recruits over the coming 
months. 

Source BQ-magazine.co.uk 23/10/13 

 

• North Shields-based Chirton Engineering have secured £200k from 
the Lets Grow campaign and now aim to double turnover within the 
next three years and will now take on another 16 workers to bring their 
total workforce to 69 

Source Bdaily.co.uk 23/10/13 

• Creative design company Calm Digital, based in Middlesbrough, is 
literally breaking down walls to expand and accommodate its growing 
workforce after a series of substantial contract wins. 

 

The firm has recruited three new members of staff after winning a 
number of contracts and increasing its turnover by more than 25%.   

Source Bdaily.co.uk 21/10/13 

 

• Barclays Corporate's 'substantial' investment in relocating its 
Newcastle operations to modern facilities on the city's Quayside is a 
sign of the bank's commitment to the North East, director Brian Thorpe 
has told Insider. 

The bank is moving from its current Grey Street home to occupy a 
35,000 sq ft building in what Thorpe said was one of the most 
significant capital building investments Barclays has made in 2013. 

Source Insidermedia.co.uk 18/10/13 

 

• Northumberland training outfit, TDB Training, has its eye on major 
expansion after securing a £100k invesment. 

Three new staff have recently been recruited by TDB on the back of 
growing client demand, to take the total number of company 
employees to 24, and several more are expected to join before the 
end of the year. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 16/10/13 
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• County Durham-based firm CSI, who deliver drugs and alcohol testing 
has invested £1 million in its NETPark operations and now aims to 
create 80 jobs. 

The firm which has six divisions and delivers a range of drugs and 
alcohol testing services for regional, national and global 
companies plans to increase its workforce from 18 to 80 over the next 
three years - and provide work for an additional 240 people nationally 
as part of its rapid growth and expansion. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 17/10/13 

 

 

• Building work on a new multi-million pound hotel in Sunderland City 
Centre that will create jobs, is set to begin in November, developer GB 
Group have announced today. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 16/10/13 

 

• Ten new jobs have been created after a city centre pub underwent a 
£200,000 makeover. 

Leading North East brewers Camerons will open the doors to The City 
in Durham’s New Elvet this Friday (October 18) after taking up the 
tenancy from owners Star Pubs and Bars and giving it a new lease of 
life. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 16/10/13  

 

 

 

• Durham’s Orsto, have launched an equity crowdfunding campaign that 
aims to raise £150k to put prototypes of its "smartwartch" technology 
into production, creating North East jobs.  

Source bdaily.co.uk 15/10/13 

 

• Blyth based Solar Capture Technologies, who specialise in the 
research, development and production of photovoltaic systems, 
harnessing sunlight to generate electricity are planning to take on new 
staff. 

Source BQ Magazine 14/10/13 
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• Blueline Taxis has unveiled ambitious plans to create hundreds of new 
jobs on Tyneside, coupled with a unique driver earnings guarantee to 
ensure a living wage for all drivers. 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 14/10/13 

• International Innovative Technologies Ltd (IIT), a milling machine 
manufacturer based in Gateshead, will play a central role in a £18m 
three-year collaboration devised to develop new equipment and 
processes for the powder production industry. 

The company, which employs 35 people at its Team Valley site, is set 
to recruit a further 20 skilled engineers through the collaboration, 
named Chariot, which is being supported by an £8.85m grant from the 
Government’s Advanced Manufacturing Supply Chain Initiative and is 
being managed by Procter & Gamble’s Newcastle Innovation Centre. 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 14/10/13 

 

• Pitbull Studio, which specialises in video game development, has 
relocated to a larger studio at Sunderland’s Evolve Business Centre, a 
hub for software and technology companies. The move comes after it 
more than doubled its workforce from 18 to 40 during the past year. 

Source thejournal.co.uk 04/10/13 

• Newcastle’s Aaroft Limited has secured £300k investment to expand 
its presence in the UK market and create 20 North East jobs, having 
found success in the Scandinavian construction industry.  

Source Bdaily.co.uk 04/10/13 

 

• Galliford Try Partnerships North based in Great Park, Newcastle, has 
welcomed 7 new members of staff. 

Source the journal.co.uk 02/101/3 

• Fujifilm Diosynth Biotechnologies based in Billingham, has created 70 
jobs at a new North East plant. 
 

Source Northern Echo 02/10/13 
 

 

• Online insurance generator Call Connection is extending into the 
North East with the creation of a new contact centre, bringing up to 
100 new jobs to the region. 

Source Journal.co.uk 01/10/13 

 

SEPTEMBER 
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• Computer console headset specialist, Turtle Beach who took on 
Darlington based Lygo International, has signed a deal with 
Parametric to combine sales, designs and technical work. 

Lygo based in Lingfield Point, currently employs 25 people is looking 
to create at least 50 jobs after £10m investment from the US Audio 
firm. 

Source Northern Echo 25/09/13 

 

• Heating specialists Help-Link UK Ltd is set to create 40 new jobs after 
expanding further into the region with a North Tyneside office. 

Source Journal.co.uk17/09/13 

 

• Newcastle start-up has landed an exclusive contract to provide its 
range of gifts for Downing Street for the Prime Minister to give visitors 
including heads of state and foreign dignitaries. 

Weekend Box is the brainchild of 25-year-old Andy Stephenson, and 
the brand supply activity boxes for young children. 

At less than two months old Weekend Box already has five staff, and 
aims to take on three new members of staff over the next six weeks. 

Source BDaily.co.uk 16/09/13 

 

• North East pub chain, The Stonegate Pub Company has carried out 
£200,000 refurbishment of its Yates pub in Newcastle and created 5 
jobs. 

Source Northern Echo 12/09/13 

• Quick Hydraulics, based at New York Industrial Park in North Shields, 
has grown its employee numbers from 14 to 29, hiring two graduate 
engineers and taking on five apprentices during that time. 

Source journal.co.uk 12/09/13 

• Swinburne Maddison, a law firm based in Durham has appointed 2 
new solicitors. 

Source Northern Echo 11/09/13 

 

• T Manners and Sons, based in Bishop Auckland have created 3 jobs 
after strengthening its order book. 

Source Northern Echo 11/09/13 
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• Scotshield, a fire and security system firm with an office in Gateshead 
has created 10 North East posts and wants to create more North East 
jobs after securing work worth £2m on contracts. 

Source Northern Echo 10/09/13 
 
 

 

• Galliford Try Partnerships North has secured five new contracts worth 
more than £10m worth of work since the end of June and created 10 
new jobs. 

Source BQ-Magazine.co.uk 09/09/13 

 

• Deloitte, the business advisory firm, has appointed 3 new recruits for 
its Newcastle office. 

Source Northern Echo 04/09/13 

 

• Best4eco Renewables, with offices in Darlington and Gateshead has 
made 2 new appointments. 

Source Northern Echo 04/09/13 

 

• The Cosyseal Group, based in Stockton, has sealed a £38M contract 
to work on more than 4,500 homes, which it says will create up to 80 
jobs. 
 

Source Northern Echo 04/09/13 
 

• Jennings Motor Group is to open its Kia franchise at Opus Park, 
Preston Hall Farm, Stockton, later this month creating 20 jobs. 

Source Northern Echo 03/09/13 

 

AUGUST  

 

• Property developer Tim Wilks will create more than 30 North East jobs 
when he opens Lane 7 a ten-pin bowling alley, after investing 
£700,000.00 in the development. 

Source Northern Echo 30/08/13 
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• Mobile phone company EE, is creating 100 more North East jobs  

Source Northern Echo 28/08/13 

 

• The Devonport Hotel in Middleton One Row has invested more than 
£100,000.00 renovating the building and is looking to take on 6 more 
members of staff having already increased his staff from six to 
fourteen. 

Source Northern Echo 27/08/13 

 

• The creation of a new £17m student apartment development in Upper 
Ouseburn, managed by Adderstone Group, will create more than 100 
construction jobs.  

Source: The Journal 22/08/2013 

 

• Stephen Hall, 32, has recruited over 20 staff in the last 11 months, 
from Teesside University graduates and the unemployed to build DLH 
Web Consultancy. 

Formerly-unemployed staff make up more than half of the company’s 
workforce of 24 and the business has just expanded into bigger 
premises at DigitalCity Business’s flagship Boho One building. 

Source BQ magazine .co.uk  12/08/13 

 

• Lloyds Newcastle have extended their commitment to Tyneside by 
motoring ahead with significant investment at their dealership. 

A refurbishment programme is under way at the Fenham Barracks 
premises, one of only 47 BMWi agents around the UK, ahead of the 
arrival of the new BMWi3 which is launched later this year. 

Two new members of staff are also joining – BMW Geniuses who are 
specialists in customer care. 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 09/08/13 

 

 

• Hebburn-based Castle Building Services, which has a current turnover 
of £13m and hopes to hit £16m by next year, has created 12 new 
roles, both technical and administrative to aid expansion, along with 
two apprenticeships, in line with its aim of supporting the region 
through career opportunities. 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 09/08/13 
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• Au Fait Business and Marketing Services, based on Aycliffe Business 
Park (ABP), that specialises in social networking is looking to expand 
– with two new jobs being created and more on the way. 

Source Aycliffetoday.co.uk 04/08/13 

 

• York aggregate producer Lytag Ltd has created 20 jobs after opening 
a plant a Drax Power Station in North Yorkshire. 

Source Northern Echo 02/08/13 

 

JULY 

 

• Dyer Engineering, based in Annfield Plain, County Durham, has 
announced a £2.5m three year expansion programme to double the 
size of its factory and recruit 60 new workers. 

Source Northern Echo 31/07/13 

 

• Tiger Filtration, based in Sunderland has secured a £250,000 a year 
contact that will create jobs at the Rivergreen Industry Centre 
headquarters. 

Source Northern Echo 30/07/13 

• Home Instead Senior Care, in Darlington is to recruit ten new staff 
members this year. 

Source Northern Echo 26/07/13 

 

• Yorkshire Building Society expects to create 200 jobs this year 
following a strong performance in the first six months of 2013. 

Source Northern Echo 26/07/13 

 

• Newcastle-based care provider, Philip Parkinson Homecare (PHP), 
has revealed plans to expand that will create 16 new jobs in 
Sunderland. 

Source BDaily.co.uk 25/07/13 

 

• Confidence in a County Durham industrial estate is flying high after an 
announcement to save a threatened factory completed a hat-trick of 
good news stories. 
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It was revealed on Wednesday that a buyer had been found for the 
RFMD plant on Aycliffe Business Park, near Newton Aycliffe, with 
Arizona-based Compound Photonics taking on the troubled site. 

The news came a day after neighbouring Ebac announced plans to 
create 100 new jobs by manufacturing freezers at its Aycliffe factory, 
and less than a week after Hitachi’s new £1.2b train deal. 

Source BDaily 25/07/13 

• Latimer Hinks Solicitors, based in Darlington has appointed an 
experienced solicitor to its commercial property team. 

Source Northern Echo 24/07/13 

 

• Clugston Construction has won a £7m contract to build a technology 
centre in Billingham which will provide work for more than 100 
construction workers during the deliver and 50 permanent jobs. 

Source Northern Echo 23/07/13 

 

• Washington based Ospec and anti-counterfeiting company saw sales 
top £50m last year after benefiting from a series of buyouts. Over the 
course of the year, staff numbers have increased by 30% from 332 at 
the beginning of the year to 431. 

Source The Journal 19/07/13 

 

• Hitachi announced today a new £1.2bn deal to build 270 carriages as 
the second phase of the Intercity Express Programme (IEP). 

This tops up the original £4.5bn contract to make 596 vehicles at the 
Japanese firm’s £82m train-building factory at Aycliffe Business Park 
in Newton Aycliffe, which is due to start construction later this year. 

It means the factory’s capacity is already half full for when it’s due to 
start production towards the end of 2015 - securing the long-term 
future of its 730 staff. 

Source BDaily.co.uk 18/07/13 

 

 

• Au Fait Business and Marketing Services, based on Aycliffe Business 
Park (ABP), is looking to expand – with two new jobs being created 
and more on the way. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 16/07/13 
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• Fabricom Offshore Services has moved 24 engineering and project 
personnel previously employed at Belasis Hall Technology Park to a 
larger, state-of-the-art site at Wynyard Park House. 

The company, known as a leading provider of brownfield engineering, 
procurement, construction and project management services for the 
offshore oil and gas industry, is now predicting further expansion and 
will be recruiting at least 26 new Teesside employees. 

Source thejournal.co.uk 15/07/13 

• Newcastle-based software consultancy, Scott Logic, is looking for 50 
IT professionals as it expands operations to service international 
demand. 

Source Bdaily.co.uk 09/07/13 

• Glythera, a Newcastle based biotech firm which is based in the INEX 
incubator facility, has created seven new jobs as a result of its recent 
success. 

Source BQMagazine.co.uk 10/07/13 

 

• Raisco, a construction form, based in Newton Aycliffe whose steelwork 
is used to build supermarkets, says it will create more North East jobs 
as it looks to build on its success. It hopes to recruit up to 15 workers 
this year. 

Source Northern Echo 09/07/13 

 

• The number of workers placed in permanent positions across the 
region increased at the fastest rate for half a year, in June. 

According to KPMG’s Report on Jobs the pace of expansion in the 
North East was the second fastest among all four English regions, 
behind the South. 

At a UK level, permanent staff appointments expanded at the quickest 
pace in over two years. 

Recruitment consultants in the region signalled increased temporary 
staff placements in June for the eleventh month in a row. 

Salaries paid to newly-appointed permanent workers in the North East 
also increased during June, taking the current sequence of salary 
growth to 16 months 

Source BQ magazine.co.uk 08/07/13 
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• TTE Group in Middlesbrough has appointed 2 new business 
development representatives to grow its business. 

Source Northern Echo 06/07/13 

 

• Siemens Rail Automation, has announced it wants to recruit workers 
at its York division. 

Source Northern Echo 06/07/13 

 

• Douglas Communications based in Newcastle has added eight 
members of staff to its team after moving into new premises. 

Source Northern Echo 06/07/13 

 

• Analox Military Systems has won a major contract and announced a 
recruitment drive. They have recruited a new project manager and are 
looking to expand the engineering team. 

Source Northern Echo 05/07/13 

• Carefound Homecare based in Harrogate has revealed plans to create 
25 jobs. 

Source Northern Echo 04/07/13 

• Solutions 4 North Tyneside (S4NT), which incorporates Equitix, Miller 
and Keepmoat, will deliver the ambitious scheme across 10 new and 
16 refurbished sheltered housing sites. 

The conglomerate of companies won full planning permission from 
North Tyneside Council planners, enabling work to begin on site from 
October. 

It is expected that, subject to the necessary approvals all the schemes 
will be completed by autumn 2016. 

The initiative will be a major construction project for the region, 
creating up to 500 jobs. 

Source BQMagazine.co.uk 01/07/13 

 

• North East businesses are growing, recruiting and have more work 
than at any time since the recession began, according to new figures 
released today by the region’s largest business membership 
organisation. 

The North East Chamber of Commerce today launches its Quarterly 
Economic Survey, which shows that its members returned the best 
scores on sales, orders, workforce and investment since 2008 and, 
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importantly, results are consistent across both the manufacturing and 
the service sector. 

Source Bdaily.co.uk 01/07/13 

JUNE 

 

• Orla Protein Technologies, based in Newcastle, says it wants 
to create more North East jobs after a £500,000.00 finance boost. 

Source Northern Echo 26/06/13 

• North East business which designs and builds mills to grind 
very hard materials has secured £2.5m of private investor funding as it 
looks to further expand export sales. 

Gateshead-based International Innovative Technologies (IIT) has 
attracted the funding from City of London-based private investors. 

It will use the money to target growth in international bulk materials, 
glass recycling and powder processing markets. 

As part of the expansion the company will also be adding 10 new jobs 
at its Team Valley operation with additional design engineering and 
manufacturing staff and new sales appointments. 

Source BQ Magazine.co.uk 26/06/13 

• Lancashire-based lift manufacturer is expanding its operations 
into the North East following a number of contract wins in the region. 

Foulds Lifts has opened a South Shields office, which will be managed 
by Geoff Bullock, who joins the company with more than 13 years 
experience in the industry. 

A former petty officer electrical engineer with the Royal Navy, Bullock 
has an extensive knowledge of the lift industry. 

In his last role, after years as a customer service manager, Bullock 
was responsible for training newly recruited service managers. 

He believes the North East is a prime area for expansion for Foulds 
Lifts. 

Source BQ Magazine.co.uk 26/06/13 

 

• Darlington business recovery specialists, Robson Scott 
Associates, are expanding operations with a move to Newcastle. 

Responding to demand from County Durham and the Tees Valley, the 
firm expects to grow its £1m turnover by 15% in the next 12 months. 

Robson Scott Associates’ new office near Gosforth High Street will 
create space for anticipated future hires, and the immediate 
recruitment of a senior adviser to add to its 11-strong team. 
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Source Bdaily.co.uk 26/06/13 

 

 

• Almit Group, based in Bishop Auckland, Shildon and County 
Durham will create 40 North East jobs in a £5m expansion into the 
former Amdega factory, in Darlington. 

Source Northern Echo 25/06/13  

 

• Web recruitment software firm Recruitment Force has created 3 job 
vacancies following a £500,000.00 investment. 

Northern Echo 25/06/13 
 

 

• Sunderland-based Connor Solutions Ltd has set its sights on 
further growth through extending its Rainton Bridge plant as part of a 
£3.6m investment programme. 

The seven-figure scheme to swell its specialist electronic production 
capabilities will see the near-doubling of the company’s factory to 
50,000sq ft and the expansion of its current 120-strong workforce, with 
60 new electronic engineering and assembly jobs being created over 
the three-year period. 

NEBusiness.co.uk 24/06/13 

 

• Pioneering pipe-bending company Unison, of Eastfield, 
Scarborough, says it will create a significant number of jobs thanks to 
a major expansion. 

The company has taken on four workers in the past two months, and 
bosses say the expansion will allow then them to add to their 47 
strong team this year. 

Northern Echo 22/06/13 

• Air Products the company behind a revolutionary waste-to-
energy plant in Billingham is hoping to fill 50 permanent positions, 
ahead of starting work next year. 

Source Northern Echo 21/06/13 

 

• DRUGS company SCM Pharma has swelled staff by more 
than 40% as it prepares to forge into commercial production for the 
first time this summer. 
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The company has been given the green light following a successful 
inspection of its new £6m pharmaceutical contract manufacturing 
facility in Newburn by the Medicines and Healthcare products 
Regulatory Agency 

Source NE Business.co.uk 21/06/13 

 

 

• Sunderland-based Brims Construction has completed the 
building work on the Ropery in Gateshead for operators Paramount 
Care (Gateshead) Ltd where 16 new roles have already been created 
and another 80 jobs are proposed for the complex. 

Source NE Business.co.uk 19/06/13 

 

• North East manufacturers are bringing their production home 
as they look to head off rising operating costs overseas. 

Some of the region’s leading firms gathered at an event organised by 
business advisory firm Deloitte to discuss the major issues affecting 
the industry. 

Wage inflation, security of supply and rising costs are the key drivers 
that are leading manufacturers to re-shore their activities. 

Average wages in China and oil prices have tripled since 2000 
meaning overseas supply chains and transportation costs now make 
re-shoring a much more viable option. 

 

Source BQ Magazine.co.uk 17/06/13 

 

• An aircraft engineering company is to create 78 jobs after announcing 
plans to invest almost £10m in new technology and growing the 
business. 
CAV Aerospace, of Consett, received £1.4m of Regional Growth Fund 
money from the Government and has subsidised this with £8.2m from 
private investors in Japan, Germany and the US. 

 
Source BQ Magazine 17/06/13  
 

• Over 275 jobs are to be created and safeguarded in the North East as 
a result of Regional Growth Fund money, the Deputy Prime Minister 
has announced. 
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Visiting firms in the region, Mr Clegg announced £1.4m of government 
money for Consett-based CAV Aerospace and £750,000 for Stanley’s 
GreenBottling. 

Source Bdaily.co.uk 17/06/13 

 

• Newcastle-based Northstar Ventures has invested £75m in more than 
400 small and medium sized businesses (SMEs) across the North 
East since it was set up in 2004. This has helped to create 1,600 jobs 
and every £1 Northstar has invested has attracted another £2 on top 
for SMEs. 

Source NEBusiness.co.uk 17/06/13 

 

• More than £10m will be spent on building state of the art business 
facilities at two Teesside Technology hubs, which will see the creation 
of 600 jobs.  

Communities’ minister, Baroness Hanham, was in Teesside yesterday 
to announce nearly £5.4m of European investment, which will be 
matched by £5m Government funding, via the Homes and 
Communities Agency. 

The pot of cash will be split between two Tees Valley Enterprise Zone 
developments at Darlington and Middlesbrough. 

Darlington Business Growth Hub will include 3,200 sq m of office 
space for small and medium enterprises and is due to open on 
January 2015. 

The project will see the creation of at least 25 new businesses and 
350 new jobs within the first 15 years of operation. 

Source BQ Magazine.co.uk 14/06/13 

 

• Hutchinson technical Services Ltd, based in Middleborough is moving 
into the liquid petroleum gas market and creating jobs following a 
£100,000.00 cash injection. 

Source Northern Echo 13/06/13 

• Wings Training a North East training company has announced plans to 
double its workforce and move into larger premises in Sunderland.  

Source Northern Echo 11/06/13 

 

• THE North East secured 26 foreign direct investment projects in 2012, 
creating 2,938 jobs, according to a survey today. 
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The North East, North West, Yorkshire and West Midlands were the 
only English regions to show an improved performance in the number 
of foreign direct investment (FDI) projects compared to 2011, the 
annual Ernst & Young’s attractiveness survey showed 

Source NE Business.co.uk 05/06/13 

 

• A NEW supermarket on Wearside has created 300 jobs. 

The Tesco superstore opens at the Sunderland Gateway on 
Newcastle Road on Monday, June 24, more than 10 years after the 
retail giant first submitted plans to the city council 

Source NE Business.co.uk 04/06/13 

 

 

MAY 

 

• Biffa a waste management company has reopened in Wilton near 
Redcar, will be fully operational by October 2013 and hopes to create 
about 30 jobs.  

Source Northern Echo 31/05/13 

 

• Hilton Hotels group is to open a 140 plus bedroom hotel in Sunderland 
creating 100 jobs. 

The hotel, which will be on the city’s Stadium Park adjacent to the 
football ground, will also support more than 150 jobs during 
construction scheduled to being early next year for completion in the 
summer of 2015. 

Source BQ Magazine.co.uk 

 

• GT Law, based in Redcar has continued its expansion and created 
eight jobs. 

Source Northern Echo 30/05/13 

• North East pothole repair company Velocity, based in Sunderland has 
created six jobs after securing a deal to supply its vehicles to Latin 
American countries. They have also invested £150,000.00 in a 
machine to tackle the problems of potholes in the region. 

Source Northern Echo 30/05/13 
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• Teesside technology firm has been selected as the preferred design 
partner by a global defence giant for all its future submarine projects 
through to 2029. 

Stokesley-based Applied Integration has secured a multi-million pound 
deal to design and develop control systems for HMS Agamemnon and 
HMS Ajax. 

As a result of the latest contract win, Applied Integration has already 
recruited three new engineers and is looking to add two more in the 
near future. 

Source BQ Magazine 29/05/13 

 

• Marks and Spencer is opening a new store in Durham’s Arnison 
Centre in June 2013, creating 120 jobs. 

Source Northern Echo 24/05/13 

 

• CAIRN Hotel Group plans to swell its ranks by 20% by creating 200 
jobs as part of a refurbishment programme of four hotels. 

The Newcastle-headquartered firm has completed a £31.5m refinance 
with HSBC’s Yorkshire and North East Corporate Centre, which 
includes £6.5m of new finance to support the revamp scheme 

Source NE Business.co.uk 23/05/13 

 

 

• AN £80m property deal will see more than 2,500 jobs created as land 
previously held by a North East quango is sold on to a private firm. 

Dozens of business parks and office sites including those in Team 
Valley had been jointly held by regeneration quangos and property 
developers to ensure money could be generated for future projects. 

Source Ne Business.co.uk 23/05/13 

 

 

• Eemits, a technlolgy firm based in Billingham near Stockton has 
increased its workforce by taking on 4 graduates and an apprentice. 

Source Northern Echo 22/05/13 

 

• Argus Powerbed, a pipe making firm based in Sunderland, has 
created 10 jobs after investing £500,000.00. 

Source Northern Echo 17/05/13 
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• Entrepreneur Ben Darcy has opened Darcy’s of Durham, a vehicle 
repair , servicing, MOT and diagnostics outlet having investing more 
than £350,000 in the venture and creating four jobs in the process. 

Source Northern Echo 16/05/13 

 

• Middlesbrough recycling specialist is raking in dividends following a 
£750,000 investment in a new glass beneficiation plant. 

Ward Recycling Ltd, are now adding two new clients every week and 
the company expects to produce 25,000 tonnes in 2013, adding a 
further £2m in sales and creating ten new jobs. 

Source Bdaily.co.uk 16/05/13 

 

• Over 700 new North East jobs will be created and a further 450 will be 
safeguarded following £5.5m Regional Growth Fund investment into 
the region. 

320 jobs have been created at automotive suppliers Gestamp Tallent 
Limited, at their Newton Aycliffe factory. 

South Shields clothing manufacturer, J Barbour & Sons Ltd, has 
announced 135 new North East jobs to cater towards growing demand 
from China. Further positions will also be created by UK Steel 
Enterprise in Middlesbrough. 

Source BDaily.co.uk 14/05/13 

 

 

• A BUSINESSMAN who co-founded a picture-sharing app is planning 
to bring 25 jobs to the North East. 

YouGossip, a photo and video-sharing mobile app, was set up earlier 
this year by Sunderland-born Glenn Morgan and New Yorker Ron 
Czyscon and it has already achieved more than 1.5m visitors. 

The firm currently employs 14 people at its offices in Knightsbridge, 
London, Kiev and the US, but Morgan is now building a base in 
Newcastle. He said: “I gained so much from growing up in the North 
East and the people are, I would say, the friendliest and most hard-
working of any country I have travelled to. It’s only right give 
something back to the community where I am from.” 

The Journal 13/05/13 
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• Gateshead-based electronics manufacturer is investing £8m in its 
North East plant, and creating 150 jobs. 

Turbo Power Systems has secured £1.1m of the Regional Growth 
Fund, through UKTI, and Brazilian majority shareholders, Vale 
Soluçoes em Energia (VSE), are also investing its Gateshead plant. 

Source Bdaily 13/05/13 

 

• One of Newcastle’s most historic buildings is being transformed into a 
contemporary gin and draft house by North Shields-based Ladhar 
Leisure. 

‘Pleased to Meet You’ will open in the Grade II listed building that was 
formerly the Old Turks hotel and The Lane pub on High Bridge Street, 
and will create 40 jobs. 

Source Bdaily.co.uk 10/05/13 

 

• North East building services company is investing £100,000 in 
development and creating jobs after landing a significant piece of 
funding. 

Hartlepool’s Brickwork Services Ltd has received a £50,000 unsecured 
loan from UK Steel Enterprise. 

The firm has already provided work for more than 170 skilled 
bricklayers, and has worked for clients such as Yuill Homes, Taylor 
Wimpey, Miller Homes, Keepmoat and the Esh Group. 

Source BDaily.co.uk 10/05/13 

 

• SOFTWARE giant Sage is set to boost its workforce after rolling out a 
successful product to overseas markets. 

The firm launched Sage One last year, an accounts and payroll 
service devised for start-ups and small businesses which has attracted 
a four-fold increase in take-up in 12 months. 

Source NEBusiness.co.uk 09/05/13 

 

• A TYNESIDE food firm is boosting staff numbers after securing a co-
packing partnership with a leading UK brand. 

Biscuit-makers Northumbrian Fine Foods (NFF) will recruit 20 new 
members of staff to produce and package products for the firm – a 
deal which the business hopes will be the first of many such 
partnerships. 

Source NEBusiness.co.uk 08/05/13 
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• CAR firm Nissan is creating 50 new jobs at its Sunderland plant, 
according to reports. 

A recruitment drive has been launched for engineers and maintenance 
staff to add to its 6,500 strong workforce, says the BBC. The additional 
staff will reportedly work on Nissan's luxury car division Infiniti. 

Source NE Business.co.uk 07/05/13 

 

• Building work is about to start at Nifco’s £12m car parts factory in 
Eaglescliffe that will create up to 140 jobs. 

Source Northern Echo 04/05/13 

 

• Design firm HPM Group, based in Newton Aycliffe has revealed plans 
to create 5 new jobs 

Source  Northern Echo 03/05/13 

• AN £8m waste plant in County Durham has created 40 new jobs as 
part of a second construction phase. 

Emerald Biogas, based at Newton Aycliffe, will process waste supplied 
from local authorities, food manufacturers and retailers from across 
the North East as the first commercial food waste plant in the North 
East. 

Source NEBusiness.co.uk 03/05/13 

 

 

• Sky will create 350 jobs at its Newcastle contact centre, as the 
company invests in customer service and sales. 

The roles will cater for customers joining following Sky’s acquisition of 
O2 and BE’s consumer broadband business. 

Source Bdaily.co.uk  03/05/13 

 

• Darlington based Infoserve Group is recruiting 15 staff after it won a 
three year contract to generate sales leads for PruHealth. 

Source Northern Echo 02/05/13 

 

• Panther Warehousing a delivery firm has created about 40 jobs by 
opening a North East distribution centre in Peterlee, east Durham. 

Source Northern Echo 02/05/13 
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• Mini Monsterz ,a family run leisure business is hoping to create 25 
jobs after expanding its business and moving to Scarborough. 

Source Northern Echo 01/05/13 

 

• Tekmar, the subsea technology company, has unveiled a £1m 
investment programme, which will more than treble the size of its North 
East facility and create in excess of 30 jobs. 
The Newton Aycliffe-based company supplies offshore wind cable 
protection systems and intends to expand its operations into the oil and 
gas sector. 
The expansion includes adding a further 75,000 sq ft to its current 
27,000 sq ft facility on the Newton Aycliffe Business Park. 

 
Source Insider Media 01/05/13 
 

 

APRIL 

 

• Oilfield specialist Glacier Energy Services has formally opened the 
North East base of its Wellclad business in Boldon – creating up to 22 
jobs in an investment worth more than £325,000. 

Source Insidermedia 30/04/13 

 

• £150m regeneration to develop Gateshead town centre will create 
over 1000 jobs for the area. 

The Trinity Square development in Gateshead has attracted a host of 
national retailers eager to open stores there. 

Source BDaily 29/04/13 

 

• North East gaming accessories firm Lygo International will create at 
least 50 jobs after a £10m investment from a US audio company. 

Source Northern Echo 26/04/13 

 

• Approximately 25 jobs will be created when Domino’s, Pizza opens in 
Bishop Auckland in May 2013. 

Source Northern Echo 25/04/13 
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• AROUND 2,200 jobs are to be created as RBS and Aviva plough cash 
into land behind Newcastle's Central Station. 

In a council-backed deal, the two major finance bodies will pave the 
way for a new office block and car park as well as kick-starting work 
on a four-star hotel in the Stephenson Quarter. 

Work at Silverlink will start immediately with the first phase of the 
project, including the hotel, due to be completed by summer 2015 

Source Journal Live.co.uk 24/04/13 

 

 

• MJF cleaning services based in Darlington, has announced plans to 
create 400 jobs and add a £1m to its turnover during the next five 
years. It is looking to develop it business across Teesside, Tyneside 
and North Yorkshire. 

Source Northern Echo 23/04/13 

 

• A MEDICAL agency plans to almost double its workforce after 
introducing a technical team which is targeting specialist health claim 
work. 

Founded in 2003, UK Independent Medical (UKIM) serves the 
personal injury claims processing market, providing independent 
medical evidence to the courts and other sectors, a successful 
business which has seen it grow every year since formation. 

The Houghton-le-Spring-based company has already boosted staff 
numbers by 27% this year, having taken on 25 new employees to take 
the workforce to 118. 

Source NEBusiness.co.uk 22/04/13 

 

• A £1.5m expansion, which will create new jobs and services, is 
underway at Total Recycling Services after the Darlington-based 
waste management business secured funding from Yorkshire Bank. 

Source Insider media 22/04/13 

 

• Henderson Insurance brokers based in Teesside have recruited 3 new 
members of staff to boost its commercial division. 

Source Northern Echo 17/04/13 

 

• A North East storage company is expanding after experiencing a 
sudden increase in demand for its services. 
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Box Clever has invested £60,000 in state-of-the-art security system at 
its premises in Billingham. 

It has also appointed a new business manager to grow its portfolio of 
services which include caravan storage, van hire and the rental of 
storage units in varying sizes. 

Bosses at the facility say the upturn reflects increased confidence in 
the housing market with homeowners looking to move house or create 
more space in their homes 

Source BDaily 16/04/13 

 

• Spark eCommerce Group based in Gateshead has announced a 
major new contract win with BT, creating up to 50 jobs. 

The group’s contact centre and fulfilment division, Spark Response, is 
to provide customer call centre support to the telecoms giant. 

The contract win represents a major investment into new cloud-based 
CRM and dialling technologies for Spark which will add up to 50 seats 
to its existing contact centre for which it will be recruiting both 
internally and externally. 

Source BQ Magazine 15/04/13 

 

• A BUILDING services design firm has announced it is to move into 
larger premises and create a new graduate position a year after 
launching. 

North Tyneside-based Kyoob was launched by Keith Armstrong, Ed 
Miley and Philip Oliver, three of the region’s most respected 
mechanical and electrical (M&E) design engineers last February. 

Source NEBusiness.co.uk 12/04/13 

 

• Atos Healthcare, which assesses disability benefit applications, will 
take on 145 members of staff at its Stockton office. 

Source Northern Echo 11/04/13 

 

• KHI (K Home International) based in Thornaby near Stockton, will be 
creating about 250 jobs, when it builds a factory in Billingham, near 
Stockton. The factory will be making chemical products for the oil and 
gas industries and water treatment plants. The plant is expected to 
open by the end of 2014. 

Source Northern Echo 09/04/2013 

 



The North East Economy Notable News 

 

• OIL field service provider Archer is to create 130 jobs in the next two 
years as it expands its Northumberland base. 

The seven-year-old UK company has doubled its office capacity in 
Blyth and signed a 10-year lease for the site as it plans expansion 

Source Nebusiness.co.uk 08/04/13 

 

• Crafter’s companion, based in Coundon, County Durham, has created 
10 jobs to boost its expansion plans. 

Source Northern Echo 03/04/13 

• FAMILY tea brand Ringtons has shunned the recession to post a 
record £41m turnover, the biggest revenue recorded since the firm 
began trading more than 100 years ago. 

The Byker-based business enjoyed a heady year during a gloomy 
economic period which saw its sales soar by £7m in a year, allowing it 
to take on 23 new employees and strengthen the workforce to 483. 

Source NEBusiness.co.uk 03/04/13 

 

• A NORTHUMBERLAND food firm is set to double its workforce after 
joining forces with a gravy powder manufacturer. 

Since forming two years ago, the NewLeaf Food Group has aimed to 
become the number-one nutrition choice for golfers’ snacks with its 
Sweetspot brand, a range of slow-release energy products for the 
sportsmen developed at the company’s Stocksfield base. 

The company currently have five working at NewLeaf, but I’ll be 
looking to take on another six, four to be UK account managers and 
then we would need European account managers. 

Source NEBusiness.co.uk 03/04/13 

 

• Darlington based Stone Technical Services has landed five major 
contracts which will take sales from £2.1m to £2.5m this year, it plans 
to create five jobs to take its total workforce to 35 and it is looking at 
opening an office in the Midlands. 

Source BQ Magazine.co.uk 02/04/13 

 

• A WEARSIDE contact centre is mulling over expansion into a second 
site after a run of contract wins that saw it take on more than 300 staff. 

Sunderland-based 2Touch is in talks with blue chip firms which it says 
could lead to further job creation. Most of the new staff began last 
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month and brought numbers up to 1,200 at the firm’s base in Doxford 
Park 

Source NEBusiness 02/04/13 

 

MARCH 

 

• LIFELONG friends Emma Riley and Libby Lucas are investing 
£200,000 in their four-legged friends by creating a luxury day care 
centre for dogs. 

The pair, both from Morpeth, are embarking on an ambitious new 
business aimed at helping responsible dog owners struggling to 
balance work with time at home. 

The pair are investing around £200,000 in the first three years, the 
majority of which will go into the creation of the Sandy Lane site, which 
will have extensive indoor and outdoor areas for the four-legged 
guests, including luxury, heated log cabins, each designed to hold up 
to 20 dogs. 

In the months leading up to the opening, the businesswomen will be 
recruiting up to 30 staff, 18 to work full-time and 12 part-time, and 
there is scope to employ more in the future. 

Source NEBusiness.co.uk 27/03/13 

 

 

• A major conversion of the former Newcastle United ticket office will 
create the first new bar at the club's St James' Park stadium in nearly 
a decade. 

The 700-capacity Terrace Bar will create 30 new jobs and will open in 
time for the Premier League clash against Fulham next month. 

Source Insidermedia 27/03/13 

 

 

• Alcyone Healthcare, will create more than 50 local jobs in Bedlington, 
Northumberland when it opens Baedling Manor a £3m luxury care 
home in Autumn 2013. 

Source The Journal 26/03/13 

 

• South Durham Structures (SDS) a North East steel fabricator based in 
Bishop Auckland is hoping to create 20 jobs after forming a new 
company, ACL Structural Steelwork Ltd. 
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Source Northern Echo 25/03/13 

 

• HCS Drain Services has created 12 jobs and invested £800,000 in 
equipment to monitor drains and sewers. 

Source Northern Echo 22/03/13 

 

• Amec, an engineering company, based at Lingfield Point in Darlington 
are looking to expand the engineering team by recruiting 40 new 
members of staff. 

Source Northern Echo 22/03/13 

 

• Durham based Workwear Express is hiring 20 new members of staff.  

Source: Nebusiness 21/03/2013  

 

• MORE than 500 jobs will be created at Dalton Park after the centre 
was given the green light for a £35m expansion plan. 

 

Source: Nebusiness 20/03/2013  

 

• A local family business has bought out children’s play centre 
‘Adventurelands’ creating 18 new jobs for Newcastle. 

Source: BDaily 18/03/2013  

 

• Orangegrass Thai & Oriental Cuisine is investing £400,000 in a new 
venue in Newcastle that will create 15 jobs. 

Source: Nebusiness 18/03/2013  

 

• Teal Farm Park has secured planning for a £1.2m scheme to 
transform a brownfield site in Washington into a business park, which 
will create 112 jobs.  

Source: Nebusiness 14/03/2013  

 

• Stadium Group plans to spend £1.5m on its Hartlepool site and is 
hiring 30 extra staff. 

Source: Nebusiness 13/03/2013  
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• A new Halfords Autocentre garage has opened in Middlesbrough 
creating six jobs. 

Source: Insider Media 13/03/2013  

 

• A £300m North Tyneside housing project, ran by Solutions for North 
Tyneside, a consortium comprising Miller Construction, Equitix and 
Keepmoat, will begin in September and create up to 500 jobs. 

Source: Insider Media 13/03/2013  

• Design 365 has opened a new office in Gateshead, creating 3 new 
jobs 

Source: The Northern Echo 12/03/2013 

 

• A new Marks & Spencer food store is set to open in Gosforth, creating 
60 new jobs 

Source: The Journal 11/03/2013  

 

• Barbour has announced plans to create 60 more jobs  

Source: The Northern Echo 07/03/2013  

 

 

FEBRUARY 

 

• COMPUTER games retailer Grainger Games has more than doubled 
its sales in three years and upped profits after growing its store chain 
and starting to sell mobile phones. 

The company has not only opened five stores in recent months but 
relaunched its 71 branches as Trading Station, as well as with its 
parent company’s brand, to resell second-hand gadgets such as 
phones, Kindles and cameras, as well as new and second-hand 
computer games. 

 

It has created 40 jobs at the branches and doubled the size of its 
warehousing – to around 60,000 sq ft – to cope with extra trade 
following the expansion. 

Source NE Business 28/02/13 
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• Clervaux Artisan Bakery and café based in Darlington could create 10 
jobs after announcing expansion plans. 

 Clervaux will open a second outlet in Northallerton to sell its range of 
food and drink. The company currently employs about 15 full time and 
part time workers and  hope the move will be the catalyst to growing 
the company across the North-East. 

Source Northern Echo 22/02/13 

 

• A European finance business expects to create 100 new jobs in the 
North East by next year after choosing the region for its new UK HQ 
as part of its global expansion. 

The UK subsidiary of unsecured lending business 4Finance Group 
has opened an office in Stockton which will act as a national customer 
service centre. 

The company, which will be providing loans using the group’s Vivus 
brand, was originally established in Latvia in 2008 and now employs 
550 people. 

Source BQ Magazine.co.uk 22/02/13 

 

• Air Products, a renewable energy company is building the UK’s first 
waste to energy plant on Teesside, and hopes to start production next 
year creating 700 North-East jobs. 

Source Northern Echo 22/02/13 

• Nissan will create 400 jobs at the firms Sunderland plant to make the 
next generation of the Nissan Note. 

Additionally, it is expected to create and support 1,600 jobs at the car 
manufacturers suppliers. 

Source Northern Echo 19/02/13 

 

• The Croft Hotel in Croft, near Darlington, has re-opened after a seven 
figure refurbishment and created ten jobs to supplement their 
workforce of 25. 

Source D&S Times 15/02/13 

 

• Everything Everywhere a Global communications company could 
create scores of jobs in Darlington, Co. Durham after unveiling plans 
to extend a 24 hour call centre. 

Source Northern Echo 15/02/13 
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• Screwfix a hardware company has opened an outlet on land at the 
former Torrington Engineering plant, in Darlington creating seven jobs. 

Source Northern Echo 14/02/13 

 

• Emerald Biogas anaerobic digestion facility costing £8m, will open in 
May in Newton Aycliffe creating 8 new jobs. 

Source Northern Echo 14/02/13 

 

• Darchem Engineering has started work on an £8m plant in Stillington 
near Darlington that will lead to the creation of 86 skilled jobs. 

Source Northern Echo 12/02/13 

 

 

• LOGISTICS company AV Dawson has signed a 40-year deal to site a 
waste-to-energy plant at its Riverside Park base in Middlesbrough. 

The first plant will create 21 new jobs with more than 40 jobs involved 
in the construction. 

Source NE Business.co.uk 12/02/13 

 

 

• MORE than 1,000 jobs are set to be created in the North East after 
four seaside towns won a total of £4.5m to regenerate the coastline. 

Whitley Bay, North Shields, Blyth and Sunderland will receive the cash 
from the Government’s Coastal Communities Fund for a variety of 
projects that will help to boost leisure and tourism facilities, and attract 
more people to the region. 

Source NE Business.co.uk 11/02/13 
 

 

• Stadium Group an electronics and manufacturing firm based in 
Hartlepool is looking to increase production in the North East which 
could create up to 60 jobs. 

Source Northern Echo 08/02/13 

 

• MORE than 500 jobs could be created in the North East by a 
Japanese company which is capitalising on the region’s success as a 
centre for car manufacturing. 
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Vantec, which currently employs nearly 1,000 people on Wearside, 
yesterday said its new £22.5m warehouse and logistics centre will 
grow over the next five years to employ more than 1,500. 

And the company, whose biggest overseas investment is at the site 
next to the Nissan plant in Sunderland, has won new multi-million 
pound car plant contracts at the logistics centre. 

Source NE Business.co.uk 06/02/13 

 

• RATHBONE Investment Management has opened a Newcastle office 
to act as a regional hub for clients across the region. 

Initially the firm will employ eight staff in its new branch, led by Nick 
Swales and Kirstie McKeown. 

The team of investment managers at the arm comprises James Kyle, 
James Garbutt, Neil Minto and Christoph Atkins. 

Source NE Business.co.uk 06/02/13 

 

 

 

 

• STAIRLIFT company MediTek is on the up after expanding into a 
£1.1m factory and take on at least 15 staff as it looks to grow 
operations across the Atlantic. 

MediTek had outgrown its 10,000 sq ft premises at Fishburn in County 
Durham and with two new products in the pipeline needed to relocate 
to a bigger site as it pursued its hopes of making £10m turnover. 

The move to Newton Aycliffe has led to the creation of 15 jobs and 
with more anticipated as demand for the new products rise.  

Source NE Business.co.uk 05/02/13 

 

 

 

• Barclays are to create jobs in the North East after revealing it was 
transferring work from Manchester. 

Source Northern Echo 05/02/13 

 

 

JANUARY 
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• AV Dawson in Middlesbrough has created more than 30 jobs after 
opening a £2.6m rail terminal. 

Source Northern Echo 31/01/13 

 

• Fabricom Offshore Services plans to hire 200 more staff 

A TYNESIDE oil and gas engineering services company is preparing 
to recruit hundreds of staff in the next few years and has opened its 
own apprentice academy to help reach its ambitions of adding £20m 
to sales. 

Fabricom Offshore Services has masterminded a training, learning 
and development set of programmes aimed at engineering graduates, 
apprentices and people looking to upgrade or diversify their skills. 

The Rt Hon Brian Wilson, UK business ambassador and former 
energy minister, officially opened The Fabricom Offshore Services 
Academy at the firm’s Quorum Business Park headquarters yesterday. 

More than 30 people are already in various training programmes at the 
academy with another intake of around 12 expected this year 

Source NeBusiness.co.uk 31/01/13 

 

 

• Wood Group PSN will hold a recruitment drive at a Middlesbrough 
College. The company employs 29,000 people in 35 countries and has 
vacancies in construction supervision, pipe-fitting, welding and 
production operations. 

MP Andy McDonald said “The North East is renowned for its industrial 
heritage and the skills of its workforce and we are confident that Wood 
Group will be impressed with the calibre of candidates in this area. 

Source Northern Echo 30/01/13 

 

• Patrick Parsons Consulting Engineers has added five new members of 
staff to its Mechanical and Electrical division. 

Source Northern Echo 30/01/13 

 

• Sunderland’s annual Contact Centre recruitment day is running on 
Thursday 31st January where more than 400 vacancies are up for 
grabs.  

Source Northern Echo 30/01/13 
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• A £14m shopping complex has officially opened in St Helen Auckland, 
Co. Durham, creating more than 120 jobs. Six out of the eight units are 
now trading, including Pets at Home, Marks and Spencer, Next, Costa 
and Boots. 

Source Northern Echo 26/01/13 

• A MARINE engineering firm is to more than double in size just two 
years after launching a permanent office in the region. 

Boldon-based Houlder, formerly home to six draughtsmen has 
expanded floor space to make room for six more staff, including 
engineers, designers and project managers. 

This is part of a company-wide expansion that has seen the maritime 
engineering and design company’s head count reach over 100. 

Source Journal live 25/01/13 

 

• Fast food giants McDonald’s will create up to 100 jobs in the North 
East as a part of a nationwide push to secure 2,500 new positions 
across the UK by the end of the year. 

 

New employees will include 30 workers in Newcastle, 20 in County 
Durham, 10 in Northumberland and 8 in Middlesbrough. 

Source The Journal 24/01/13 

 

• MORE than 1,200 jobs could be created by a port’s plans to expand 
its facilities. 

 

The Port of Tyne is confident of striking deals with energy firms which 
could lead to a £180m investment to kick-start an increase in its wood 
pellet stores. 

Source The Journal 24/01/13 

 

 

• MORE than 150 new jobs will be created on Tyneside as Sir Richard 
Branson’s Virgin Money launches its own credit card business. 

A £1bn deal with American bank MBNA will see the credit card 
operation run from the former Northern Rock headquarters in 
Gosforth. It will create at least 150 jobs when it opens for business at 
the start of next year. 
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Source NE Business.co.uk 19/01/13 

 

• Engineering firm ElringKlinger GB has taken on 4 apprentices at its 
Teesside Factory. 

Source Northern Echo 15/01/13 

 

• A FIRM that makes small plastic parts for cars is expanding to a new 
£13m factory, creating 170 new jobs. 

Eaglescliffe-based Nifco UK Ltd moved into its £19m factory in 
February last year, but has already outgrown the 12,000sq metre 
premises three years earlier than anticipated. 

When the company’s new plant is operational in 2015, it will employ 
around 500 staff. 

Source NE Business.co.uk 10/01/13 

 

 

• Mediaworks, which won a share of Regional Growth Fund Money, 
plans to create around 45 jobs in the next two years and has also set 
itself an ambitious target of increasing its turnover to £10m by 2014. 

Source NE Business 09/01/13 

 

• OIL and gas engineering firm, FES International, has signed its largest 
ever single project off the Western Australian coast, which will land the 
company more than £6m. 

The Blyth-based company, which specialises in manufacturing fluid 
transfer systems for subsea oil and gas extraction, will provide its 
bespoke diverless bend stiffener connectors (DBSCs) for the world-
class Ichthys gas project 

The UK firm began pursuing the contract in December 2010, and has 
since trebled its turnover to just over £16m this year. 

This latest win is timely as the company prepares to move into 
premises seven times larger than its existing space on January 18. 

It is shifting from Riverside Business Park to a 35,000sqft workshop in 
North Seaton Industrial Estate after securing a number of new orders 
in 2012. 

Anderson said: “We currently have 30 full-time employees in the North 
East but the Australia project means there could be up to 200 people 
working on the project for us. All work will be done within a 25-mile 
radius of Newcastle and that will not only sustain us but also local 
supply businesses. 
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Source NE Business 08/01/13 

 

 

DECEMBER 

 

• GROUP INVESTMENT manager Brewin Dolphin is growing its already 
strong presence in Newcastle after taking on 24 new starters. 

The new recruits join over 370 staff at the firm’s Newcastle office and 
will help provide administrative support for investment management 
and financial planning experts based in 40 offices throughout the 
Brewin Dolphin Group in the UK and Channel Islands. 

Source NE Business 28/12/12 

 

 

• A CASH injection of more than £250m will spark the creation of 
hundreds of jobs in the North East as Nissan today unveils plans to 
produce a new luxury car. 

More than 1,000 jobs will be created as the Japanese car-maker 
pumps millions into manufacturing the Infiniti car that will be made 
from 2015 and shipped across Europe and Britain. 

It is the first time in 23 years that a new car brand has been produced 
on such a scale in this country, and will spark the creation of 280 jobs 
at Nissan’s Washington factory. 

Another 720 jobs will be created at component companies supplying 
Nissan with a string of local companies set to benefit. 

Source NE Business 19/12/12 
 

 

• A SOFTWARE firm is looking for more staff as its revenues head for 
£4m this year. 

Sunderland-based Communicator Corp expects to recruit another 14 
to its 55-strong workforce next year after winning fresh business 
nationwide. 

Source NE Business 18/12/12 

 

 

• EDUCATIONAL awarding body NCFE is creating 65 jobs in the North 
East as young people look to get work rather than study for university. 
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The Newcastle-based business is increasing its headcount from 115 to 
180 and is looking ahead to another year of growth in 2013. 

Source NE Business 18/12/12 

 

• THE Metrocentre shopping centre has added 18 new retailers since 
September and has a number of stores moving in just for the festive 
period 

Source NE Business.co.uk 13/12/12 

 

• SCM Pharma has brought its staff count to over 101 over the past 12 
months following increased business from existing customers and a 
need to staff its new £6m facility in Newburn that will open at the start 
of next year. 

Source Northern Echo 12/12/12  

 

A PHYSIOTHERAPY clinic is aiming to double the size of its business 
in the next year after expanding into new purpose-built physio and 
sports rehab facility. 

Helen Reed started Physio Plus Clinic in Newcastle in 2007 and is 
now moving into new premises a couple of doors along from the 
business’s original base in High Heaton. 

She is also boosting the number of services on offer and will have 
capacity to treated up to 200 people each week in the 1,200sq ft clinic. 

She is aiming to create jobs for more specialists over the next year as 
the business expands from offering physio treatment, sports rehab and 
sports massage, to also offer more biomechanic analysis facilities, as 
well as widening the availability of dedicated one-to-one and small 
group pilates sessions. 

Source NE Business.co.uk 10/12/12 

 

 

• Dementia care provider Craig Healthcare is developing a 63-bed care 
home in Cramlington, due to open in spring 2013. 

Cramlington House will create about 75 full-time jobs and Craig 
Healthcare, which currently operates Kingsbury House care home in 
Tynemouth, is now embarking upon a major expansion programme, 
with hopes to develop five more builds across the region in the next 
five to ten years. 

Source Insidermedia.com 05/12/12 
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• Hebburn engineering firm Tharsus boosts ranks with 80 new jobs. 

The Hebburn-based firm topped the inaugural Ernst & Young 
Manufacturers’ League for its export performance and expects to see 
its revenues rise by around 60%. 

After announcing plans to recruit around 80 more staff in the next 
couple of years, the firm is well ahead of schedule, having employed 
more than half of those already. 

Source NEBusiness 03/12/12 

 

 

NOVEMBER 

 

• Stiller a warehousing and distribution form based in Newton Aycliffe, 
County Durham has ;landed a contract which will create ten jobs, with 
more to follow. 

Source Northern Echo 28/11/12 

 

• A Tyneside employee-owned social enterprise has taken on more than 
50 new members of staff and is on the hunt for further recruits. 

Jesmond-based Care and Share Associates (CASA) recently became 
one of only two approved providers to offer support services to older 
and disabled people in the area. 

Since winning the contract, it has taken on seven new staff and 12 
employees who previously worked for another care organisation which 
was not successful in its tender bid. 

CASA has also taken over 1,200 hours of support services on behalf 
of another organisation, which has led to a further 32 staff working 
under the CASA umbrella. 

Source Insider media 28/11/12 

 

• CONSTRUCTION has begun at a multi-million-pound scheme that will 
create more than 100 jobs. 

The Gateway project in Middlesbrough will consist of a state-of-the- art 
facility with a residential “step forward”’ rehabilitation centre, a 
specialist community wellbeing hub and transitional housing options. 

Source NEBusiness.couk 23/11/12 
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• HOUSEBUILDER Bett Homes has appointed 10 new members of staff 
as part of its expansion in the North East. 

Source NE Business.co.uk 23/11/12 

 

• GROWING demand for cosmetic dentistry has led to expansion and 
the creation of more than 12 jobs at Hexham Dental Clinic based in 
Northumberland. 

Now, with the initial team of two grown to 15 and a patient list that has 
quadrupled, the clinic is poised for further growth as one of only two in 
the North East licensed to offer ‘Six Month Smiles’, the latest teeth 
straightening system from the US. 

Source 19/11/12 

 

 

• ROPE giants Bridon today unveiled a £30m project set to spark a jobs 
boost on the banks of the Tyne and signal “the return of heavy 
industry to Newcastle”. 

Specialists at the Walker-based site, Bridon Neptune Quay, will 
manufacture the world’s largest offshore ropes when they open for 
business today. 

And it’s anticipated a multi-million pound investment from the 
Government’s Regional Growth Fund (RGF) will safeguard more than 
150 jobs and create another 50. 

Source Chronicle Live 15/11/12 

 

• Hundreds of jobs are set to be created after developer Terrace Hill 
won the contract for a £30M leisure development in Darlington. The 
firm has signed a deal with Darlington Borough Council to develop the 
former bus station site next to the Town Hall. 

Source Northern Echo 15/11/12 

 

• Plans for a £50M adventure holiday park near Widdrington in 
Northumberland that would create 700 jobs have been unveiled. Two 
public consultation dates are planned for the 1st and 2nd of December. 

Source The Journal 15/11/12 

 

• A NEW £15m Primark store is due to open at a shopping centre in 
Sunderland today, bringing more than 100 jobs to the area. 
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Source NE Business 14/11/12 

 

• Lanchester Dairies creates 10 jobs after winning £10m contract. 

A COUNTY Durham dairy has created 10 jobs after landing a £10m-a-
year contract with a milk doorstep delivery company. 

Lanchester Dairies, the region’s biggest independent dairy, will 
provide around 13.2 million litres a year to Blaydon-based Hanover 
Dairies, which has around 120 delivery rounds from Alnwick to 
Catterick. 

Source NE Business 13/11/12 

 

• Growing demand for cosmetic dentistry has led to expansion and the 
creation of more than 12 jobs at a Northumberland dental practice. 

Dentists Jim Sykes and Mark Hanlon went into partnership and took 
over Hexham Dental Clinic five years ago after working together in 
Teesside and deciding they wanted to develop their own practice. 

Source Insidermedia.com 12/11/12 

 

• Accenture, the global management consulting, technology services 
and outsourcing company, is offering 40 three year apprenticeships in 
the North East. The first twenty will start next spring, with another 20 
joining them later in the year. 

Source Northern Echo 08/11/12 

 

 

• FAST-GROWING law firm Square One has welcomed two new trainee 
solicitors to the practice. 

Source The Journal 08/11/12 

 

 

• COMPUTER games maker Ubisoft Reflections is creating more than 
40 new jobs as it works on games collaborations with some of the 
world’s leading studios. 

The Newcastle-based firm is recruiting the permanent posts on top of 
23 new staff taken on by the business in the summer, ranging from 
artists to producers, games designers and testers. 

Source NE Business 06/11/12 
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• Dunelm Geotechnical and Environmental Ltd, based in Meadowfield, 
near Durham City is looking to employ more staff to support future 
growth.  

The firm which employs 20 people has already created one position 
and will create several  more thanks to a growing order book. 

Source Northern Echo 06/11/12 

 

• Eggborough Power station in East Yorkshire which generates about 4 
percent of the country’s electricity has drawn up plans for a full 
conversion to burn biomass material such as wood pellets. It is 
understood that more than 1,000 jobs will be created by this overhaul. 

Source Northern Echo 06/11/12 

 

 

• Budget hotel Travelodge is to create 200 North East jobs in 
Sunderland and Hartlepool. 

Source Northern Echo 01/11/12 

 

 

OCTOBER 

• Northgate Vehicle Hire has created 150 new jobs after centralising its 
customer support center in Darlington. 

Source Northern Echo 30/10/12 

 

• Royal Mail plan is set to create 50 jobs in North East. AROUND 50 
new jobs are expected to be created on Tyneside as part of £75m 
investment by the Royal Mail Group in its parcels business. 

The new posts will be at the Team Valley Trading Estate in 
Gateshead, where 77 staff are currently based, and are among 1,000 
being created across the country over a four-year period, the company 
will announce today. 

Source NEBusiness.co.uk 30/10/12 

 

• A Tyneside employee owned social enterprise is celebrating after 
winning a major contract to provide support services to older and 
disabled people, which will lead to the creation of 60 new jobs. 

CASA Newcastle, part of the Care and Share Associates group of 
social franchise companies, is one of a handful of providers who 



The North East Economy Notable News 

 

successfully took part in a competitive procurement process with the 
city council, and is now one of only two organisations to offer a range 
of support to people across the west of the city. 

Source Bdaily 30/10/12 

 

• Sunderland Climbing Centre is to open its doors early in 2013 at 
Southwick Sports Hall creating up to 12 new jobs. 

Source Insidermedia.com 29/10/12 

 

• Ebac Group Ltd based in Newton Aycliffe, is to develop washing 
machines in the North East factory creating more than 200 jobs. 

Source Newton News 26/10/12 

 

• Transport group RTH Lubbers plans £2.8m expansion drive. The fast 
growing business providing international transport services to the oil 
and gas industry is investing £2.8m in new jobs and equipment. 

RTH Lubbers, which has its UK headquarters in Cramlington, 
Northumberland, is spending £1.6m on 12 new trucks and 25 new 
trailers this year, and has earmarked £1.2m for further expansion in 
2013. 

Source NEBusiness.co.uk 29/10/12 

 

• Plastic moulding company Northumberland Omega North-East, has 
opened a production facility in Hartlepool creating up to 25 jobs. 

Source Northern Echo 26/10/12 

 

• Debenhams expects to open a flagship store in the offices of The 
Northern Echo in Priestgate Darlington in late 2015 or spring 2016 
creating about 200 jobs. The original plan to have the store open by 
autumn 2014 was delayed due to negotiations, but it was confirmed by 
a Debenhams spokesman that the Darlington store will be of 17 new 
outlets expected to open within the next five years. 

Source Northern Echo 26/10/12 

 

• NSK Bearings Europe, Peterlee, is to create 45 new jobs following a 
£27m expansion which would see it increase production by around a 
third. 

Source: NeBusiness 22/10/2012  
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• £30m for North East companies. THOUSANDS of jobs will be created 
or safeguarded after a successful RGF bid to secure £30m to help 
North East companies expand. 

The £30m will be used on a three-year campaign to provide grants 
worth £50,000 to £1m on a quarterly basis. It will be focused on small 
and medium sized firms, but will be available to larger companies in 
the appropriate circumstances. 

Source The Journal online 19/10/12 

 

• German-owned multinational engineering firm ElringKlinger, which 
employs 130 people in Redcar, east Cleveland, has developed the 
cured-in-place (CIP) technology at the North-East site and plans to 
create 60 jobs there in the next few years. 

Source Northern Echo 17/10/12  

 

• Evolution LLP an accountancy practice, with offices in Wynyard and 
Hartlepool has employed three new members of staff to help drive 
growth. 

Source Northern Echo 16/10/12 

 

• The Lawrance a serviced apartment operator has created 6 jobs, 
following a £3.2M renovation programme in York City centre. 

Source Northern Echo 13/10/12 

 

• Engineering jobs in the North East will be created after warehousing 
and transport firm Vantec who have an operation in Sunderland won a 
deal to support the expansion of Nissan’s plant in Russia.  

Source Northern Echo 11/10/12 

 

 

• NEWLY-LISTED plc Utilitywise plans to add a further 100 staff and 
make at least one new acquisition in the next 12 months. 

The ambitious South Shields-based business is aiming to grow both 
organically and by targeting potential bolt-on businesses for takeover. 

Utilitywise unveiled its plans as it issued its first annual results since 
raising £6.86m with its flotation on the Alternative Investment Market in 
June. 
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Source Journal Live 10/10/12 

 

• Teesside based Nortech Solutions, a design and project management 
firm has doubled its office space after recruiting 30 new staff over the 
past 3 months. 

Source Northern Echo 09/10/12 

 

• New record number of recruits for PwC's Newcastle office. PwC in 
Newcastle has taken on an office record of 27 graduates this month. 

The Tyneside new starters are among 1,200 graduates joining the 
group nationwide, including more than 140 at PwC offices in the North. 

Source Ne Business.co.uk 08/10/12 

 

• Mediaworks a growing North east digital company has recruited 15 
staff in  the last five months and is looking  to hire at least 6 more 
before the end of the year. 

Source Northern Echo 05/10/12 

• Contact centre and fulfilment specialist Spark Response is creating 
170 temporary jobs as it gears up for its busiest time of the year. 

The Gateshead business, which distributes products for clients include 
Toys R Us, Soap and Glory, FitFlop, Micro Scooters and Well Mount, 
has started recruiting the temporary workers it needs for Christmas 
with the view to some becoming permanent. 

Source NE Business 04/10/12 

 

 

SEPTEMBER 

 

• Planners have given the go-ahead for a Tyneside restaurant which is 
hoped to create 70 jobs. 

Cloverleaf Restaurants’ plan to open a 1,291sq m outlet on the Team 
Valley aimed at businesses and families was passed yesterday by 
Gateshead Council. 

Source NE Business 28/09/12 

 

• Saks hair salon at Scotch Corner has employed 3 new members of 
staff after relocating to new premises at Sedbury Hall. Their team has 
grown to nine, and the early signs are that it could grow further. 
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Source The D&S Times 28/09/12 

 

• Marks and Spencer is set to create 50 North East jobs when it opens a 
new food only store in Cleveland Retail park later this year 

Source The Northern Echo 27/09/12 

 

• Newcastle based Meridian Delta a direct Marketing company has 
started an expansion which they hope will see it create 100 jobs over 
the next couple of years. 

Source The Journal 24/09/12  

 

 

• 800 jobs on the way as Wallsend factory plans approved for a new 
factory to make parts for offshore wind turbines. 

The £50m facility is to be constructed at a yard on Hadrian Road, in 
Wallsend, North Tyneside, after the scheme was given the green light 
by a planning committee. 

Offshore Group Newcastle (OGN), which is behind the project, says 
the factory will help to boost the offshore and renewable energy 
industry. 

The new 36,000sqm fabrication unit will be used to produce metal 
jackets for wind turbines, including the innovative Triton foundation. 

Source Ne Business 20/09/12 

 

 

• Aker Solutions aims to double North East staff numbers. 
NORWEGIAN oil services giant Aker Solutions is aiming to double its 
North East staff numbers to 200 after opening a new engineering 
office on Teesside. 

The global company plans to employ an extra 30 people this year and 
eventually fill 70 more positions at its new Stockton base. 

Source Ne Business 20/09/12 

 

• One of the UK’s big four accountancy firms PWC has reported an 11% 
hike in profits after it held its nerve and continued to take on staff 
despite challenging markets. They have recruited 2,300 people in the 
year to June, including more than 1,200 graduates and 100 school-
leavers. 
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Source The Journal 19/09/12 

 

• The Holsta Group, Newcastle based, an office furniture and stationery 
supply company, is to expand and take on new staff after forming a 
partnership with a Scottish firm. To cope with the expansion and help 
fulfil a number of new contract wins, the company has created a new 
job and recruited a number of temporary staff. 

Source: Nebusiness 13/09/2012  

 

• The Gestamp site of Tallent Automotive in Newton Aycliffe is getting 
ready to shift up a gear after the Duke of York opened its new 
multimillion pound production facility. The extra 15,500sq metres of 
production space is expected to create 150 jobs. 

Source Northern Echo 06/09/12 

 

• Durance Cleaning Services from Redcar, has won its first contract and 
taken on four members of staff 

Source Northern Echo 05/09/12 

 

• The success of the Hitachi deal at Newton Aycliffe has sparked 
negotiations about creating a second large business park nearby. 

Source Northern Echo 05/09/12 

 

• A mining company has unveiled designs and a preferred location for a 
proposed project that would create up to 5,000 jobs. York Potash 
wants to create a concealed mine at Dove Nest Farm and Hacksby 
Plantation about 2.5 miles south of Whitby. 

Source Northern Echo 03/09/12 

 

• Jobs joy as AJ Woods Engineering docks at Port of Sunderland. 

AJ Woods Engineering Ltd, an Essex-based engineering company is 
to open a site at the Port of Sunderland in a move that could create up 
to 60 jobs. 

Source The Journal 03/09/12 

 

AUGUST 
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• Investment- Thompson Building Centres, Sunderland-based, is set for 
growth after securing £3m investment as part of a major refinancing 
deal.  

More than 200 jobs will be created when a new catering development 
opens in Gateshead next week. 

Source 30/08/12  

 

• Vantec Europe is to create a further 81 jobs in Sunderland . The jobs 
are to be created at the site of a new warehouse complex in 
Sunderland. 

The new posts at Vantec Europe are in addition to the 230 jobs it is 
already planning to create as a result of its £22.5m investment in a 
new 421,000sq ft building at Turbine Business Park in Sunderland. 
The new jobs are the result of contracts won by Vantec Europe from 
Sunderland-based automotive company Nissan and another local 
North East automotive supplier. 

Source NE Business 29/08/12 

 

• Razorblue a North East computer services company based in Colburn 
Business Park in Catterick, North Yorkshire has taken on 10 new 
members of staff in the past six months, taking its work force to 20. It 
has expanded its workspace to 2,500sq ft allowing the firm to expand 
further and potentially employ a further five members of staff in the 
New Year 

Source Northern Echo  29/08/12 

 

• Accountancy firm Tait Walker has expanded its tax department, taking 
on three new members of staff. Tait Walker has three branches in the 
North East, based in Newcastle, Morpeth and Stockton. 

 

• New Ferry Plan raises job hopes. A bid to restore a popular North Sea 
ferry link between the North East and Norway is being made. An 
application to the RGF has been put together by a private firm backed 
by two North East councils and Norwegian investors. 

Source The Journal 27/08/12 

 

• Stockton based Cordell Group has announced that it is to recruit more 
skilled workers following an increase in demand for its specialist 
engineering services. 
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Source Northern Echo 24/08/12 

 

• UTILITY service provider Fastflow based in Washington is laying the 
foundations for further growth after opening a new business which it 
hopes will help it to create 100 jobs. 

 

Source Ne Business 21/08/12 

 

 

• The Hartlepool Yard of Holland based Heerema Fabrication has 
landed one of its biggest ever contracts. They will be making four 
topsides for North Sea  oil rigs which will take around three years to 
complete and will create jobs both in its 240 strong work force and its 
suppliers. 

Source The Journal 14/08/12 

 

 

• Hargreaves Services a mining company has announced it could create 
140 North East jobs after the first phase of a ten-year plan to surface 
mine coal in the region was approved. 

Source Northern Echo 09/08/12 

 

• NEWCASTLE-BASED bakery chain Greggs is to create more than 500 
jobs despite bad weather being blamed for poor sales. 

 
The company announced it is to open 28 new motorway service station 
branches and push ahead with plans to have opened 90 other stores in 
2012. 

Source  The Journal 08/08/12 
 

 

• US Energy company Air Products is to build a green power plant on 
the New Energy and Technology Park, Stockton, creating 50 jobs and 
employing up to 700 people during construction. 

Source Northern Echo 07/08/12 

 

• Home Instead Senior Care, has announced it will create 250 jobs in 
the region during the next few months in a rapid expansion plan. 

Source Northern Echo 07/08/12 
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• Wynyard based Nortech Solutions Ltd is recruiting 20 staff and 
expanding its office after winning a £2m Contract. 
 

Source NEBusiness. 03/08/12 
 

• Print by Laser (PBL) has invested around £3m in a new 30,000 sq ft 
factory on Angel Park Industrial Estate, Chester le Street, creating 5 
new jobs.  

Source The Journal 01/08/12 

• RMT Accountants and Business based in Gosforth are preparing for 
further growth with the recruitment of four new members of staff to its 
corporate team. 

Source The Journal 01/08/12 

 

 

JULY 

 

• Hundreds of jobs at £600m power plant on Teesside. 

The Government has ruled on incentives for renewable energy projects 
- ending months of uncertainty for MGT Power, the behind a biomass 
power station proposed for Teesport. 

Source – Gazette Live 27/07/12 

 

 
• North East engineering firm ElringKlinger based in Redcar is investing 

£6m to fund three new auto-assembly lines and two new presses. The 
company is also looking to recruit 60 workers in the coming months 
including apprentices and graduate trainees to support its expansion 
plans. 

Source Northern Echo 25/07/12 

 

• Hitachi train deal creates 900 County Durham jobs. A much-delayed 
£4.5 billion deal for new intercity express trains was finally announced 
by the Government. Under the deal, Agility Trains, a consortium led by 
Hitachi of Japan, will build 596 rail carriages at a new factory in Newton 
Aycliffe, County Durham. 

Source Nebusiness.co.uk 25/07/12 



The North East Economy Notable News 

 

 

• A cleaning company has created 10 jobs and is planning for rapid 
expansion after winning eight new contracts.    

Newcastle based Edwards Commercial Cleaning Services Ltd will 
create a further 12 jobs when it expands into Teesside in September.  

Source Bdaily 19/07/12  

 

• Fifteen Digital has moved into new headquarters in Lingfield House, 
Darlington and recruited 2 new members of staff. 

Source Northern Echo 18/07/12 

 

• THE new owners of five-star Seaham Hall are throwing £1m behind its 
refurbishment after the luxury hotel became increasingly neglected 
after the collapse of the company which owned it. 

Source Ne Business 17/07/12 

 

• North East care provider Ladhar Group Care Homes is set to create 
more than 300 jobs in the region. 

As part of an expansion and rebranding move, the firm has secured 
planning permission for five new care centres, and will rename itself 
Crown Care. 

Source Bdaily 17/07/12 

 

 

• EOS based in Newton Aycliffe has won one of its biggest contracts to 
date in a £500,000 deal to supply builders creating Europe’s biggest 
hospital complex and creating 15 jobs. 

Source Northern Echo 13/07/12 

 

• Funding boost is set to help start-ups in North East 

AROUND 800 jobs could be created in the North East as part of a new 
scheme which helps potential entrepreneurs get access to expertise to 
launch a business. 

Source Ne Business 13/07/12 
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• Darchem a precision engineering company based in Stillington, near 
Stockton is expanding its operation by building an £8m plant on a 
brownfield site next to its exisiting premises. This expansion will create 
a further 86 jobs. 

Source Northern echo 12/07/12 

 

• Titanium House, Huntsman’s new global business centre for its 
pigments division at Wynyard Park, now has a Java Café restaurant. 

Java Café’s expansion into Huntsman’s Titanium House building has 
resulted in the creation of 4 new jobs, taking the total number of staff 
employed by the bistro to 10 across the Wynyard Park site. 

Source Evening Gazette 10/07/12 

 

• Dyer Engineering based in Annfield Plain, Co. Durham is planning to 
invest another £1.2M and create a further 30 jobs. 

 

Source Northern Echo 10/07/12 

 

• Cello Electronics has invested £1m in converting a former carpet 
warehouse in Bishop Auckland into a modern manufacturing plant 
where it will assemble approx 300,000 LCD TV’s this year and it has 
created 100 jobs. 

Source Northern Echo 06/07/12 

 

 

• Global Marine Energy, a subsea engineering company are opening a 
Teesside office creating 50 jobs. 

Source Northern Echo 05/07/12 

 

 

• Shepherd Offshore are investing more than £20m in developments in 
Neptune Yard, In Walker part of Newcastle’s historic shipbuilding 
yards. The development will hopefully create hundreds of jobs in the 
region. 

Source Northern Echo 05/07/12 
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• London & Country Mortgages plan new office in North. THE UK’s biggest 
mortgage broker is to create at least 80 jobs in the North East after 
choosing the region for its first office outside its South West heartland. 

Source Nebusiness.co.uk 04/07/12 

 

• DARLINGTON’S Cornmill Shopping Centre has added another store 
to its collection, as a new retailer opened its doors to customers. 

Budget fashion retailer, Stylish, hopes to bring a total of 6 full and part-
time jobs to the shopping centre, and extends the range of fashion 
products on offer at the centre. 

Source Nebusiness.co.uk 02/07/12 

 

 

JUNE 

 

• Northgate creates 200 jobs after turnaround. VAN hire group Northgate 
has created 200 North East jobs after cutting its debts and nearly 
doubling its annual profit 

Source Nebusiness 28/06/12 
 

 

• Responsive Engineering from Gateshead is to create 40 jobs. 

Source Nebusiness.co.uk 27/06/12 

 

• A NORTH EAST care provider Neuro Partners is recruiting 200 staff 
this year after moving into new regions and picking up new contracts 
left behind by cuts in the public and private sectors. 

Source NeBusiness.co.uk 27/06/12 

 

• Newcastle-based Edwards Commercial Cleaning Services Ltd will 
create another 12 jobs when it expands into Teesside in September. 

Source: Nebusiness.co.uk 21/06/12 

 

• Social Resource Centre a community company which helps some of 

County Durham’s most vulnerable people has created 120 jobs and 

undergone a £150,000 expansion.  
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Source: Northern Echo 20/06/12 

 

• Roadchef is to open a McDonalds in August at their Durham service 
station, creating 50 jobs. 

• Cordell, a North East Engineering company, has created 10 new jobs. 

Source: The Northern Echo 08/06/12 

 

MAY 

 

• North east based SONE Products (SONE), suppliers of innovative 
solutions in plastic for technically demanding markets, has expanded 
its business development team to eight by creating two new jobs. 

Source: BDaily 30/05/12  

• Go North East bus depot build will create 170 jobs 

Source Nebusiness.co.uk 30/05/12 

 

• Speaking exclusively to the Journal yesterday, chief executive of 
Sainsbury’s Justin King said the retail chain would generate 400 new 
jobs with three new stores and an expansion. 

 

Source nebusiness.co.uk  22/05/12 

 

 

APRIL 

 

• A North East engineering firm is set to create up to 1,000 new jobs 
after receiving a Government grant to build the foundations for 
offshore wind farms. 

Source: bdaily 16/04/12 

  

• Avoca Consulting Engineers, Durham, has created 3 new jobs after 
investing in new technology.  

Source: The Journal 13/04/12  
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• A Scottish offshore wind power company is opening a new base on 
Tyneside which will give a further boost to the North East’s growth as a 
centre for the renewables industry. More than 60 jobs are expected to 
be created at the projects and engineering centre to be launched next 
month by Technip Offshore Wind. Source: nebusiness.co.uk 13/04/12  

• Sims, a plastic recycling plant in Billingham, is due to open in the next 
few months creating 55 jobs.  

Source: The Northern Echo 12/04/12   

• Strategic digital agency TH_NK is looking to boost its team in 
Newcastle by around 30 staff in the near future. 

Source: nebusiness.co.uk 12/04/12  

• Unipres UK is expected to employ another 200 members of staff in the 
next couple of years due to increased demand.  

Source: The Journal 11/04/12  

• Around 230 jobs are to be created at a new warehouse which will be 
built near the Nissan plant in Sunderland. Japanese warehousing giant 
Vantec is investing £22.5m on the new 40,000 sq metre site on Turbine 
Business Park in the first development in the UK in the latest round of 
Enterprise Zones. 
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 05/04/12 
 

• Flexlife, an oil and gas industry specialist in subsea project and 
integrity management, has recruited 20 people in the six months since 
it opened its Newcastle base.  
Source: The Journal 02/04/12 

 

MARCH 

 
• Vertu is creating 19 jobs at its support centre in Gateshead to handle 

sales enquiries from customers nationwide 
Source: The Journal 29/03/12 
 

• Around 200 building jobs will be created in the construction of a new 
housing development in Newcastle. provider Leazes Homes has 
appointed Barratt Homes North East and architects IDPartnership 
Northern (IDP) to redevelop the site of a former primary school. 
Source: The Journal 28/03/12 
 

• Financière SNOP Dunois (FSD) Group plans to invest £5m in refitting 
the Washington factory owned by US engineering firm TRW Systems.  
Around 130 jobs will be created on Wearside after a French car part 
maker decided to open a factory to supply the Nissan motor plant. 
Source: The Journal 28/03/12 
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• GlaxoSmithKline (GSK) is to build a £350m biopharmaceutical 

manufacturing plant at Ulverston in Cumbria as part of a new £500m 
investment in the UK, which it says will create around 1,000 jobs. 
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 22/03/12 
 

• Firstsource an outsourcing company that shed 170 Barclaycard staff on 
Teesside last year is taking on 580 new workers. 
Source: The Journal 21/03/12 
 

• Aerial lift maker, Tanfield, in Wearside is to recruit around 130 staff 
within months as demand begins to pick up in the beleaguered 
overseas construction market.  Source: The Journal 07/03/12  

• Benfield Motor Group have continued expansion plans with the 
announcement of a flagship £5m Ford Dealership in Sunderland. The 
proposed outlet, due for completion by January 2013, will be at 
Newcastle Road in Sunderland and is set to create at least 45 jobs. 
Source: BDaily Business Network  07/03/12  

• Nissan is to create 2,000 jobs in the North East. Source: BDaily 
Business Network; The Northern Echo; The Journal 06/03/12  

 

FEBRUARY 

• SCH, County Durham, has moved to a new £500,000 site. The move 
has created 10 jobs. Source: The Northern Echo  24/02/12 

• Mediaworks in Gateshead has expanded its team with 9 new recruits. 
Source: The Journal 24/02/12 

• Metro Outlet is opening in Captain Cook Square, Middlesbrough, this 
will create 50 jobs. Source: Evening Gazette   21/02/12  

• Utilitywise is set to create almost 200 jobs on Tyneside as it expands 
with a move to a new site. Source: insidermedia.com  17/02/12 

• Wholesale giant, Bestway, is creating up to 100 jobs on Tyneside after 
buying a former factory building. Source: The Journal 16/02/12; 
insidermedia.com 17/02/12 

• 99p stores is opening its 178th national outlet at the Cleveland Centre, 
Middlesbrough, next month. It will see the creation of 35 new jobs. 
Source: Evening Gazette 16/02/12 

• Van hire giant, Northgate, has created 80 jobs at its Darlington 
headquarters. Source: The Journal 15/02/12 

• Darchem Engineering has won a multi-million-pound contract creating 
20 new jobs. The specialist fabrication contract for ACKtiv Nuclear will 
shore up expansion plans for a factory at Darchem’s site in Stillinton 
near Stockton that will create a further 100 jobs.  Source: The Journal 
09/02/12  
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• Jet2holidays is creating around 100 North East jobs after announcing 
five new routes from Newcastle Airport. Source: The Journal 09/02/12  

 

JANUARY                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

• Property developer, Terrace Hill, has signed up to build the 50,000 sq 
ft Sainsbury’s store in Sedgefield creating around 250 permanent jobs. 
Source: The Journal 31/01/12; insidermedia.com 30/01/12   

• UK banknote printing unit at Team Valley in Gateshead will create 
around 100 jobs in the region. Source: The Journal 30/01/12 

• A Sleeperz Hotel has opened in Newcastle creating 25 jobs in the 
process. Source: Bdaily  30/01/12 

• Nifco UK has received the keys to its new £8.5m facility, which will 
help it grow and create further jobs in the area. The firm is expected to 
create 128 new jobs and safeguard 158 more. Source: 
insidermedia.com 25/01/12; The Journal 26/01/12  

• Ecommerce agency, Visualsoft, in Stockton has announced it will 
create a number of new positions (no statistics available). Source: 
Evening Gazette 18/01/12 

• Teeside’s Wilton Group has won a new contract with Conoco Philips 
which will create 250 jobs. Source: Evening gazette 17/01/12; 
insidermedia.com 18/01/12; The Journal 18/01/12  

• Sunfest Solar renewable energy technology is to create 60 new jobs on 
Tyneside with the launch of a £5m-a-year solar panel manufacturing 
plant. Source: The Journal 16/01/12 

 
• House builder, Barratt North East, has announced plans to create 

1,100 jobs on three major projects. Source: The Journal 12/01/12 
 

• Production firm, TallTree Pictures, has pledged to create more than 
100 jobs in the North East after securing $2m (£1.57m) for a crime 
thriller. Source: The Journal 11/01/12 

 
• Durham Tees Valley Training (DTVT), which specialises in providing 

training to the transport industry, has recruited two new specialist 
Driver Certificate of Professional Competence (CPC) trainers and a 
business development administrator to help drive the company 
forward. Source: Evening Gazette 10/01/12 

 
• H&H Bowe is opening a North East office in Durham. This is creating 

10 jobs ranging from senior surveyors to administrative staff Source: 
The Journal 07/01/12 
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• Scotch Corner Hotel is being re-launched as a four-star hotel as part of 
a £3m investment which will create around 50 jobs. Source: The 
Journal 07/01/12 

 
 
DECEMBER 
 

• BT is ahead of schedule with plans to create 750 jobs in South 
Tyneside after a decade after winning more outsourcing work. 
Source: The Journal 24/12/11 

 
• Waste management firm, O’Brien Waste Recycling Solutions, has 

created 4 new jobs and expanded after landing a £2m deal to help 
Europe’s biggest shopping centre reduce its environmental impact.  
Source: The Journal 24/12/11 

 
• Approximately 400 jobs are to be created in the North East at a 

warehouse distributing clothes for supermarket chain Asda. Leeds-
based Clipper Logistics are investing around £15m in the warehouse 
for the George brand of clothing at Wynyard Park near Stockton.  
Source: The Journal 22/12/11 

 
• Francis Brown engineering company has announced a 30 percent 

increase in turnover for 2011, which has led to the creation of 22 new 
jobs. The Stockton company is expecting further growth in the near 
future and is creating a further 14 new jobs, which will increase the 
company’s workforce to 89. 
Source: The Journal 14/12/11 
 

• Hartlepool-based Engineering Test Services (ETS) has been sold to 
Mistras Group by Middlesbrough firm SGW Construction Group for an 
undisclosed sum and hopes to create 50 jobs. 
Source: The Journal 13/12/11 

 
• John Lewis high-street retailer has recruited almost 50 extra staff in 

Newcastle over the Christmas period in Newcastle as the shop bids to 
attract festive shoppers. 
Source: The Journal 12/12/11 

 
• Northgate Yam hire giant is creating around 80 jobs at its Darlington 

head office as it streamlines the company into the 'One Northgate' 
brand. 
Source: The Journal 07/12/11 

 
• Ernst & Young is expanding in Newcastle after increasing its workforce 

in the city by almost 50.  The accountancy and advisory giant has 
employed 45 new graduates at its Citygate offices this year.  
Source: The Journal 05/12/11 

 
NOVEMBER 
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• Sitel, a contact centre company, has had a base at Balliol Business 

Park for 10 years and has increased staff numbers from 200 in January 
to almost 500. The company is now set to open another office at Balliol 
to cope with a further anticipated growth for the outsourced services in 
the New Year which will have room for another 500 staff. – 800 jobs.  
Source: The Journal 30/11/11 

 
 

• Upnorth Group, a Tyneside company is creating 20 new jobs after 
landing a muilti-million pound three-year deal to help communications 
giant Virgin Media cut its energy costs. 
Source: The Journal 28/11/11 

 
• Middlesbrough-based JT Atkinson builders’ merchant is expanding 

across the North of England after securing a multi-million pound 
funding package. The move has swelled staff numbers at JT by 30 to 
almost 200 – 170 jobs.  
Source: Evening Gazette 25/11/11 

 
• Tharsus design and engineering firm is to create around 80 jobs in 

South East Northumberland. 
Source: The Journal 24/11/11 

 
• AAF Power & Industrial an air filtration specialist which has been based 

at the same site in Northumberland for almost half a century is creating 
jobs after investing more than £1m in research and development (R&D) 
centre. It has taken on eight additional staff and has plans to add a 
further 20 over the next couple of years.  
Source: The Journal 23/11/11 

 
• Sunderland Software City a centre for Wearside's software industry has 

won a £3.5m boost which it is hoped will create more than 350 jobs. 
Source: The Journal 23/11/11 

 
• Marks and Spencer has unveiled a £2.5m expansion at its Teesside 

Shopping Park store, which has created 50 new jobs. 
Source: Evening Gazette 21/11/11 

 
• De La Rue banknote printer is transferring to the North East and will 

create up to 100 jobs. 
Source: The Journal 23/11/11 

 
• More than 200 jobs will be created over the next year at the new 

Tyneside offices of construction giant Balfour Beatty. 
Source: The Journal 21/11/11 

 
• Deloitte has boosted its tax team in Newcastle following a rise in 

demand for its services - 4 jobs.  
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Source: The Journal 10/11/11 
 

• Xercise4less gym has opened creating 40 new jobs  
Source: Evening Gazette 09/11/11 

 
• Quorum Business Park at North Shields has unveiled plans for a new 

10,000 sq ft retail scheme, to be built and opened next year. The 
scheme is expected to create at least 25 new jobs. 
Source: The Journal 08/11/11 

 
• BOHO One visualisation company Animmersion has added to its 

workforce as it continues to attract interest with its graphics and virtual 
reality skills – 2 jobs.  
Source: The Journal 08/11/11 

 
• Clara’s Flower Power has opened in Sunderland – 1 job.  

Source: Sunderland Echo 07/11/11  
 
 
OCTOBER: 
 

• Diesel Marine International (DMI), a North Shields engineering 
company is bringing jobs and investment back to the North East after it 
decided to stop manufacturing in the Netherlands. 
Source: The Journal 22/10/11 

 
• The Spirit Pub Company, a pub chain is spending more than £3m 

renovating 14 pubs across the North East in an expansion that is 
creating 120 jobs with more to follow. 
Source: The Journal 21/10/11 
 

• Silverbean, a Newcastle-based agency, who are one of the region’s 
largest digital marketing agencies, has drawn up significant expansion 
plans with the help of Gateshead-based Sphera Consulting which will 
see it create around 10 new jobs and add £1.2m to its annual turnover 
over the next 18 months. 
Source: The Journal 17/10/11 

 
• Accenture, technology and outsourcing giant is to move to a larger 

Tyneside base after creating nearly 70 jobs in the last year 
Source: The Journal 13/10/11 

 
• Axa insurance giant is moving into Middlesbrough - creating 450 jobs. 

Source: Evening Gazette 11/10/11 
 

• Revolution Power, Newton Aycliffe-based suppliers of renewable 
energy products and services, is planning to take on six workers, 
Source: Northern Echo 11/10/11 
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• J Hewitt Crane Hire Ltd based in Middlesbrough has invested £750,000 
in two new cranes as it tries to grow revenues, this also means 2 jobs 
have been created, drivers for each new crane. 
Source: The Journal 11/10/11 

 
• Lifestyle Printing has taken on a new a web developer and a studio 

designer who will work from the firms new premises on Hutton Close 
Business Centre, Bishop Auckland – 2 jobs.  
Source: Northern Echo 10/10/11 

 
• Waitrose has revealed it will spend £1bn on ambitious plans to open 

100 new stores and create 10,000 jobs throughout the UK with some 
3,000 of the jobs will be in the north of England and Scotland. Its drive 
northwards will include building a £35m regional distribution centre in 
Chorley, Lancashire, which will open next autumn, creating 600 jobs. 
The site will have the capacity to deliver to 80 stores in the North and 
Scotland. Estimated 300 jobs for the North East.  
Source: The Journal 05/10/11 

 
• Lear Corporation is developing a new factory at Rainton Bridge 

Industrial Estate, Wearside, which will produce foam for vehicle seats. 
The move will create 300 new jobs, with recruitment for the first phase 
of 150 already under way. 
Source: Sunderland Echo 03/10/11 

 
 
SEPTEMBER:  
 

• Morgan Sindall, a leading UK construction, infrastructure and design 
company, are undertaking a £15million extension to Sunderland’s 
Bridges shopping centre, which will bring Primark into the centre and 
create about 150 jobs. 
Source: Sunderland Echo 30/09/11 

 
• Knowledge IT, a Washington-based company, is aiming to double its 

turnover and create 20 jobs over the next three years as it looks to win 
new clients across the country. 
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 27/09/11 

 
• H&M is opening a new branch at Teesside Shopping Park, creating 20 

jobs 
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 16/09/11 

 
• Sweet Shop, Moffee Toffee, has opened in Gateshead creating 2 new 

jobs.  
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 15/09/11 

 
• Rushlift has recruited more than 30 staff as a result of a £100m 10 year 

contract with construction materials giant Saint-Gobain.  
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 14/09/11 
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• Guardian Marine Testing (GMT) has created 20 jobs.  

Source: The Northern Echo 10/09/11 
 

• Pearson-Harper has created 18 new jobs since the beginning of the 
year.  
Source:nebusiness.co.uk 07/09/11 

 
• PD Ports has announced 50 new jobs.  
  Source:nebusiness.co.uk 07/09/11 

 
• BP has announced plans to create more than 1,000 jobs for a new 

project in the central North Sea.  
Bdaily 06/09/11 

 
• Kaleidoscope Yoga has launched in North Shields, creating one new 

job.  
Source:nebusiness.co.uk 06/09/11 

 
• Middleton Hall Retirement Village has announced expansion with the 

creation of 45 jobs.  
Evening Gazette 5/09/11 
 

• Patrick Parsons Ltd aims to increase its number of employees from 26 
to 40 by the end of the year, creating 14 jobs.  
The Journal 5/9/11 
 

• Eden Memorials has opened creating two jobs. 
The Journal 3/9/11 

 
AUGUST:  
 

• Tadea has created four jobs.  
BDaily 30/08/11 

 
• Vesuvio, a new wine retailer has opened and created 2 jobs.  

Nebusiness.co.uk 30/08/11 
 

• GMS Ltd expects to create 8 jobs over the next two years.  
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 23/08/11 

 
• Yummm.org has launched from a home in Teesside creating 2 jobs. 

Source: nebusiness.co.uk 22/08/11 
 

• Northgate Public Services is expanding its staff at Wynyard Business 
Park by 25 jobs  
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 19/08/11 

 
• Sainsbury’s has created 80 jobs 
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Source: nebusiness.co.uk 18/08/11 
 

• 420 graduate jobs will be created over the next three years by 
Teesside University, following a £2.3m cash boost from the European 
Union. 
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 15/08/11 
 

• Finley has completed work on a flagship £10m software centre 
Source: Northern Echo 12/08/11 

 
• Air Products have confirmed that they could create 700 jobs 

Source: Northern Echo 11/08/11 
 

• RubyLuCakes. Opens creating 1 job.  
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 11/08/11 

 
• Dynamic Financials has just opened creating 3 jobs  

Source: nebusiness.co.uk 11/08/11 
 

• Fix ‘n’ Go has opened in Hartlepool creating 2 jobs.  
Source: Hartlepool Mail 10/08/11 

 
• Full Swing Dance School has opened, creating 2 jobs.  

Source: nebusiness.co.uk 09/08/11 
 

• The refurbishment project for Northumbria University has created 30 
jobs for Koru Property Services.  
Source: bdaily.co.uk 08/08/11 

 
• 7 jobs have been created by Social Housing Enterprise Durham 

(SHED)  
Source: bdaily.co.uk 05/08/11 

 
• The opening of Willow Park Care Home has created 60 jobs. 

Source: The Journal 05/08/11 
 

• Webpromoter 360 software firm have appointed Tom Maxfield as non-
executive director – 1 job.  
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 04/08/11 
 

• Pappa Caff’s family business has opened, creating two jobs.  
Source: Hartlepool Mail 04/08/11 

 
• North East Access to Finance (NEA2F) have appointed a new Chief 

Operating Office – 1 job.  
Source: b daily.co.uk 01/08/11 
 

• A £10m Sunderland Software Centre is set to create 140 high tech 
jobs.  
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Source: bdaily.co.uk 01/08/11 
 
JULY:  
 

• Northern Rock have made announcements regarding plans to recruit 
100 people.  
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 30/07/11 

 
• Rank gaming group plans to create 1400 jobs within the next 3 years  

Source: nebusiness.co.uk 29/07/11 
 

• Harlands Accountants intend to increase their workforce by 10 people 
within 5 years  
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 29/07/11 

 
• Tesco is set to create more than 300 positions with a new store on the 

Peel Retail Park at Washington 
Source: Sunderland Echo 27/07/11 
 

• Tanker deal will create up to 200 jobs at GT Group 
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 27/07/11 

 
• Henry Ashdown, a furniture company have taken on a further 8 

members of staff.  
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 26/07/11 

 
• Immundiagnostic Systems expects to increase their workforce from 

100 to 150 – 50 new jobs.  
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 26/07/11 

 
• Nissan have announced plans to create 200 jobs. 

Source: nebusiness.co.uk 22/07/11 
 

• Subsea plans to create up to 50 new positions via the firm Flexlife.  
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 21/07/11 

 
• Call Agents UK now employ 6 people after two young women, formerly 

employed by Garlands started their own business after losing their 
jobs.  
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 20/07/11 
 

• Darchem is to create up to 100 jobs after clinching a £20m deal with 
Boeing 
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 18/07/11 

 
• AEL Systems plans to take on 4 more staff due to the increase in 

growth in solar panels,  
Source: Northern Echo 18/07/11 
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• Business and Enterprise Group are to take on at last 20 new staff after 
landing a contract  with BIS 
Source: Journal 18/07/11 

 
• Potts Print has plans to recruit 165 sales staff via 15 new business 

developments in a year in which the company expects to increase 
turnover. 
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 18/07/11 

 
• BT is to create up to 280 new jobs in South Shields, as part of its 

partnership with South Tyneside Council 
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 16/07/11 

 
• Van Mildert is continuing an ambitious expansion plan, with the launch 

of its eighth store, creating between 10 and 12 jobs. 
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 15/07/11 

 
• Patrick Parsons, civil and structural engineering company expects to 

almost double its sales and create 12 jobs after launching an 
environmental division and extending overseas operations 
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 15/07/11 

 
• Darchem engineering firm has begun to rebuild business by winning a 

series of aerospace contracts which have led it to take on 100 staff this 
year. 
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 15/07/11 

 
• NPower is to recruit 100 extra call centre staff.  

Source: Northern Echo 14/07/11 
 

• Ford Aerospace Limited expects to create at least 20 jobs after 
securing a £4m extension to a helicopter parts contract.  
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 14/07/11 
 

• Artis Consulting Business hopes to create 20 jobs after landing a 
number of high-profile contracts. 
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 14/07/11 
 

• AC Cleaning have taken on a further 7 staff members since opening 12 
months ago.   
Source: Northern Echo 12/07/11 

 
• 100 jobs are being created on Teesside at an £8m casino which Rank 

Group aims to open this year. 
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 12/07/11 

 
• 2Touch hopes to create around 300 jobs over the next two years after 

picking up a raft of lucrative contracts and strengthening its e-
commerce sales. 



The North East Economy Notable News 

 

Source: nebusiness.co.uk 11/07/11 
 

• Hamerson Company has suggested that 800 jobs could be produced if 
planning permission is granted for Manor Walks Shopping Centre, in 
Cramlington, Northumberland.   
Source: Journal 09/07/11 

 
• Santander’s move back to the UK has created 500 jobs.  

Source: Evening Gazette 08/07/11 
 

• Whiskey River bat opening in Prince Bishop’s shopping centre will 
create 6 jobs.  
Source: Northern Echo 08/07/11 

 
• Caterpillar is investing £5m in its biggest North East plant this year and 

is looking to recruit another 100 staff. 
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 05/07/11 
 
 

JUNE:  
 

• TryggPharma plans to create 25 jobs after completing a £14m deal for 
a Tees Valley plant.  
Source: Northern Echo 29/06/11 
 

• Asda is to create 21 new jobs in Tees Valley, 14 in Middlesbrough and 
7 at Stockton, after taking over Netto. All Netto staff retained their jobs 
and approximately 200 more have been created.  
Source: Northern Echo 29/06/11 
 

• SSI hopes that up to 300 more jobs could be created after announcing 
it will start producing steel on Teesside. The company also said it could 
create up to 1,100 jobs - 300 more than previously announced. 
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 24/6/11 

 
• Ramsdens plans to open 115 stores in the next five years and more 

than double its revenues.  
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 24/6/11 
 

• Wynyard Park Ltd is putting forward plans to develop the South West 
Ironmasters site in Middlesbrough and if approved could bring up to 
1500 jobs.  
Source: echo 22/06/11 

 
• Advantex Network Solutions Ltd has increased its staff to 30 with a 

further recruitment drive planned and expects its 30-strong workforce 
to be up to 43 by 2013 
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 22/6/11 
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• Polton Glass aims to create 30 jobs, increasing its 60-strong workforce 
by half. 
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 22/6/11 
 

• Subway plans to create 700 jobs over the next five years as it invests 
£6m, nearly doubling its chain of North East franchises. 
Sources: nebusiness.co.uk 22/06/11 

 
• The Cairn Group plans to open a hotel at Newcastle airport, creating 

125 jobs.  
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 21/6/11 
 

• Thomas Swan & Co has made a multi-million-pound investment in its 
plant which it hopes will help it to secure more than 140 manufacturing 
jobs.  
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 21/6/11 

 
• Neuro Partners is hoping to employ an additional 100 staff in the region 

over the next two years. 
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 20/6/11 

 
• Orchard Information Systems plans to bring in 12 new staff over the 

next year. 
Source: Journal 15/06/11 

 
• Storage and Handling Equipment (SHE) will create 20 new jobs in the 

coming months.  
Source: Journal 15/06/11 

 
• Temp-Team based in Newcastle has increased its staff from 40 to 50 

over the past 12 months and expects to grow over the coming years. 
Source: Journal 14/06/11 
 

• Dalton Park is set to create up to 1,400 jobs as councillors have 
backed the second phase of the retail development, to include a new 
supermarket, hotel, five-screen cinema, restaurants and petrol station.  
Source: Sunderland Echo 14/06/11 

 
• Siemens has increased the number of trainee wind technicians’ jobs at 

its Newcastle training centre by 750 to 1000.  
Source: Journal 13/06/11 
 

• Five Northumberland companies in the renewable and offshore sector 
will create 141 jobs following Growth Fund investment wins. 
Source: Journal 09/06/11 
 

• The Barber Shop gentleman’s hairdressers set up in Newcastle and 
plans second outlet. 2 jobs. 
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Source: Gazette 09/06/11 
 

• Amanda’s Antics, bespoke events planning service, set up in Durham. 
1 job. 
Source: Journal 08/06/11 
 

• International Paints, Gateshead, has recruited 40 new staff to work in 
its three new labs. 
Source: Journal 08/06/11 
 

• Romag, solar glass company, Consett, is recruiting 20 new staff.  
Source: Journal 08/06/11 
 

• Muddybums, cycling accessories and biking routes online company, 
set up by Tony Harker, Billingham. 1 job. 
Source: Gazette 08/06/11 
 

• Tata Steel and The Centre for Process Innovation will employ 30 
people at the new research centre.  
Source: Gazette 08/06/11 
 

• Teleperformance are now running a contact centre for Hewlett 
Packard, employing 170 people in Gateshead. 
Source: Journal 07/06/11 
 

• Blackwell Heating and Plumbing Services, Darlington, has taken on 4 
staff and expects more to follow.  
Source: Journal 07/06/11 
 

• Cake-a-Licious, cake and coffee shop in Cullercoats, opened by Lesley 
Booth. 1 job. 
Source: Journal 07/06/11 
 

• Propeller Holdings, specialist inventory tracking firm, Peterlee, has 
grown its workforce by 20. 
Source: Journal 06/06/11 
 

• SCM Pharma, Prudhoe pharmaceutical company has expanded its 
workforce and plans further recruitment. 24 jobs.  
Source: Journal 03/06/11 
 

• Compareapplications.co.uk, online firm to aid employers and the 
unemployed set up by Jason Rackley. 1 job. 
Source: Gazette 03/06/11 
 

• Stadium Packing, Gateshead packing and export firm, has increased 
its workforce by 15.  
Source: Journal 03/06/11 
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• Grontmij, multi-disciplinary engineering consultancy has opened a 
Newcastle office creating 16 jobs. 
Source: Journal 03/06/11 
 

• River Oak Diamonds, diamond business has been set up in the 
Metrocentre, Gateshead. 1 job. 
Source: Journal 03/06/11 
 

• Makro, Stockton, creates 8 jobs following revamp. 
Source: Gazette 01/06/11 
 

• Flawless Makeover Studio relocates to Middlesbrough and creates 20 
jobs. 
Source: Gazette 01/06/11 
 

• Turtle Interiors set up in Normanby by Hardy Johnson. 1 job. 
Source: Echo 01/06/11 
 

• Lloyd Scott & Beatty Confectionary opened in Saltburn, 1 job. 
Source: Echo 01/06/11 
 

• ParaSols, Darlington Financial Advisory Service, 4 jobs by the end of 
the year.  
Source: Echo 01/06/11 
 

• Shark Club Sports Bar and Grill, opening in the Sandman Signal Hotel, 
Newcastle, creating 200 jobs. 
Source: Echo 01/06/11 
 

• Storey.ssp, Newcastle commercial property agent, has added 2 new 
staff.  
Source: Journal 01/06/11 
 

• RHK, accountants and business advisors in Gateshead, has added 3 
new members to its team.  
Source: Journal 01/06/11 
 
 

 
 
MAY:  

 
• One Six Three Interiors, furniture business in Whitley Bay, has been 

set up by Samantha Gillin and her uncle David Gillin. 2 jobs. 
Source: Journal 31/05/11 
 

• SMH Products, South Shields decontamination products firm will create 
90 jobs through expansion. 
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Source: Journal 31/05/11 
 

• SC Consulting Engineers, Billingham, will increase its workforce by 5.  
Source: Gazette 27/05/11 
 

• Belle Vue Care Home, Middlesbrough, will create 40 new jobs when its 
new extension is complete. 
Source: Gazette 27/05/11 Journal 01/06/11 
 

• Wedding Tales & Memory Merge, online photo display companies set 
up by Oli Wood and James Rutherford, Sunderland. 2 jobs. 
Source: Journal 26/05/11 
 

• AYO Media, digital packages and applications firm Gateshead, is 
creating 3 new roles. 
Source: Journal 26/05/11 

•  
• Handlesbanken, Darlington branch opened creating 4 jobs. 

Source: Echo 26/05/11 
 

• Muckle, Gallowgate law firm, has appointed a new charity and sports 
team head. 1 job. 
Source: Journal 25/05/11 
 

• Executive Typing, Morpeth, set up by Margaret Clow offering 
transcription services from recordings. 
Source: Journal 24/05/11 
 

• Etyres.co.uk, mobile tyre-fitting business set up by Jeremy and Victoria 
Valentine. 2 jobs.  
Source: Journal 24/05/11 
 

• GT Group, Peterlee engineering firm, has created 200 jobs. 
Source: Echo 23/05/11 
 

• Native Print Services, Newcastle, has created 2 jobs and 2 more are 
planned at its new store. 
Source: Journal 21/05/11 
 

• Nortech Solutions, Wynyard, founded by Bryan Bunn. 1 job. 4 initial 
staff have been recruited with 21 to follow in the next year. 
Source: D&S 20/05/11 
 

• ‘Smooth’, Sunderland milkshake and smoothie bar launched by 4 
students. 
Source: Journal 19/05/11 
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• John Lewis, Newcastle, will create 10 jobs with the launch of its spa. 
Source: Journal 18/05/11 
 

• Square One Law, Jesmond, has been launched by Ian Gilthorpe and 
Alan Fletcher. 2 jobs. 
Source: Journal 18/05/11 
 

• R-Tek, Washington Nissan parts supplier, has increased its workforce 
by 31 in the last year. 
Source: Journal 17/05/11 
 

• DWF, Newcastle law firm, takes on new executive partner. 1 job. 
Source: Journal 17/05/11 
 

• Dentist Direct, new dental group, Houghton-le-Spring, will create 70 
jobs at its HQ. 
Source: Journal 17/05/11 
 

• Flyerettes, leaflet distribution and outdoor marketing firm in the North 
East, has been set up by Jonathan Graves, 1 job. He has recruited 8 
staff and is looking for 8 more. 
Source: Journal 16/05/11 
 

• Vet2home, Newcastle mobile veterinarian business, has been set up 
by Jill Atherton, employs her vet husband and is looking to recruit. 
Source: Journal 16/05/11 
 

• Saltburn Suft School set up by surfer Zoee Smith from Brotton and her 
business partner. 2 jobs. 
Source: Gazette 16/05/11 
 

• Mech-Tool, Darlington, has appointed 2 new press operators. 
Source: Echo 12/05/11 
 

• Vertu Motors, Gateshead, created 50 jobs in its financial year 2010-
2011.  
Source: Journal 12/05/11 
 

• Evolution Consulting, consultancy service, launched by North East-
based Evolution Business and Tax Advisors and led by Simon 
Williamson and John Harrison. 2 jobs. 
Source: Journal 11/05/11 
 

• International Cuisine Ltd, Consett ready meals manufacturer is creating 
150 new jobs after increased orders from Asda.  
Source: Journal and Echo 11/05/11 
 

• Crutes, North East law firm, has recruited a new corporate partner. 1 
job. 
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Source: Echo 10/05/11 
 

• Boutique Bars, Newcastle mobile bar hire and bar training has been 
launched and is recruiting. 10 jobs. 
Source: Journal 10/05/11 
 

• Advanced Electronics, specialist fire detection and safety company, 
Cramlington, is creating 100 jobs.  
Source: Journal 10/05/11 
 

• Victoria Dunn Marketing & Communications, South Shields, set up by 
Victoria Dunn. 1 job. 
Source: Journal 10/05/11 
 

• Wilton Group created >250 jobs last year and plan to create more.  
Source: Gazette 09/05/11 and Journal 10/05/11 
 

• A Little Birdie, bespoke stationers, set up by Corinne Anyika a North 
East graphic designer. 1 job.   
Source: Journal 09/05/11 
 

• Sound Mind & Body, Benton gym opened by Dominic Bowser and 
Claudia Cooper. 2 jobs. 
Source: Journal 09/05/11 
 

• Northumbrian Gifts, North Seaton specialist bottled beer retailer has 
relocated and created 3 jobs. 
Source: Journal 07/05/11 
 

• Wallsend ECO Plastics will create 30 jobs while developing a new 
recycling plant. 
Source: Journal 06/05/11 
 

• Collette Boutique, female golfing attire business, Thornaby, set up by 
Collette Halliday and David Nixon. 2 jobs.  
Source: Journal 06/05/11 
 

• The TeaShed, eco-friendly tea and accessories brand, set up by Jules 
Quinn, Newcastle. 1 job. 
Source: Journal 06/05/11 
 

• Walworth Castle Hotel, Darlington, has opened a salon and recruited a 
hair stylist. 1 job.  
Source: Darlington & Stockton Times 06/05/11 
 

• Fluid Group is opening the Barluga Deli in Morpeth creating 35 jobs. 
Source: Journal 05/05/11 
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• Tees Active has created 40 new jobs due to the Billingham Forum 
redevelopment. 
Source: Gazette 05/05/11 
 

• OJ’s, specialist spots and leisure contract caterers has won a contract 
with Billingham Forum will create 12 jobs.  
Source: Gazette 05/05/11 
 

• Jennifer Jane Couture, dance, bridal and occasion-wear business, 
launched by Jennifer Collinson in Middlesbrough. 1 job. 
Source: Gazette 04/05/11 
 

• It’s All About Me, North East skincare business, set up by Elaine 
Weston. 1 job. 
Source: Journal 04/05/11 
 

• Ryecroft Glenton, North East financial firm, appointed new corporate 
financier. 1 job. 
Source: Journal 04/05/11 
 

• Xercise4less, new value gym, Thornaby, creating 40 jobs. 
Source: Echo 04/05/11 
 

• Butterfly Barn, North East homewares business set up by Nicky Dent 
and Michelle Hoult in 2010. 2 jobs. 
Source: Echo 04/05/11 
 

• New business incubator in South Shields will create 100 jobs during 
construction. 
Source: Journal 03/05/11 
 

• Elipse Personal Training, Boldon, set up by Paul West. 1 job.  
Source: Journal 03/05/11 
 

• Innov8 Disposal, recycling business in Stockton, set up by Louise and 
Paul McAlpine in 2010. 2 jobs. 
Source: Gazette 03/05/11 
 

• Canny Canines Dog Training Centre, Northumberland, set up by Lynne 
Watson. 1 job. 
Source: Journal 02/05/11 

 
APRIL:  
 

• Just Menus, take-away menus website, set up by Alexander Redpath. 
1 job. 
Source: Echo 29/04/11 
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• Bring Buy Sell, second hand stock seller, Leeming Bar, has appointed 
2 new members of staff. 
Source: Journal 28/04/11 
 

• DAV Developments, Newcastle care home group has created 100 jobs 
with the opening of two new homes.  
Source: Journal 28/04/11 
 

• K Home International, Thornaby engineers, has won a contract with 
Saudi Arabian mining company Ma’aden which will create 40 jobs.   
Source: Echo 27/04/11 
 

• Geordie Gift, Walkerdene gift business, set up by Jane Kelley. 
Source: Journal 26/04/11 
 

• Isos Property Services, Hexham, is expanding with 14  new staff. 
Source: Journal 23/04/11 
 

• Cleardata UK, Blyth IT company, employed former serviceman Matt 
Atkinson in November 2010. 1 job. 
Source: Journal 22/04/11 
 

• Tees White Gill Thrusters, a component of Tees Components, will 
recruit 15 new employees by the end of the year following an Alaskan 
contract win.  
Source: Echo 22/04/11 
 

• West Marketing Communications, Ponteland marketing agency, has 
appointed 2 new members of staff. 
Source: Journal 21/04/11 
 

• Crutes, Newcastle law firm, has recruited a new corporate partner. 1 
job.  
Source: Journal 20/04/11 
 

• Connor Solutions, Houghton-le-Spring electronics company, will create 
90 jobs over the next three years. 
Source: Echo, Journal 20/04/11 
 

• The Quadfather, quad-biking attraction in Northumberland, has been 
launched by Paul Wappat. 1 job. 
Journal 19/04/11 
 

• Newey & Eyre, Middlesbrough energy solutions company, has 
recruited a new energy expert. 1 job. 
Source: Gazette 19/04/11 
 

• Girl On The Run, vintage clothing and accessories website has been 
launched by Jacqui Cliff. 1 job. 
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Source: Gazette 19/04/11 
 

• Fit as a Fiddle Studio, Newcastle, has been opened by Lucy 
Glendinning. 1 job. 
Source: Journal 18/04/11 
 

• Glenton’s Bakery has opened a new shop in Morpeth. 2 jobs. 
Source: Journal 18/04/11 
 

• JAK Print and Design, Chester-le-Street, has increased its workforce 
by 2.  
Source: Journal 18/04/11 
 

• Tyneside Autopark, Gosforth, will recruit 12 more staff. 
Source: Journal 18/04/11 
 

• Eve Gift and Home, online and market-based gift and homewares 
company has been set up by Kirsty Wise and Helen Cottle. 2 jobs. 
Source: Northern Echo 16/04/11 
 

• Urban Matters, North East business consultancy, has been set up by 
John Holmes. 1 job. 
Source: Echo, Gazette 15/04/11, Journal 22/04/11 
 

• Danieli Holdings, Newcastle, is planning to create 200 jobs over the 
next 5 years.  
Source: Gazette, Journal 15/04/11 

 
• Insurethebox, Longbenton car insurance provider is recruiting 20 

members of staff.  
Source: Journal 14/04/11 
 

• Evolution Gateshead, a consortium made up of Newcastle-based 
housing association Home Group and national developer Galliford Try, 
expects to create around 250 jobs following a regeneration contract win 
with Gateshead Council. 
Source: Journal 14/04/11 
 

• Holiday Discount Centre, Newcastle, is confident of adding 12 staff to 
its workforce this year.  
Source: Gazette 13/04/2011 
 

• Cake, Newcastle cupcake business, has opened a bakery in Newcastle 
which employs 3 people in addition to its creator, Catherine Denton.  
Source: Journal 13/04/11 
 

• Popcake Kitchen, Durham specialist cake baker, was launched in 
September 2010 by Helen Attridge and employs 3 people. 
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Source: Journal 13/04/11 
 

• Hedgehog Lab, software developer in Newcastle, has taken on 3 new 
members of staff. 
Source: Echo 12/04/11 
 

• Maid to Butler, Choppington house-keeping company, has been 
launched by Sarah Legge. 1  job. 
Source: Journal 12/04/11 
 

• Phoenix ABC, Hebdon line cleaning systems manufacturer, plans to 
create 10 jobs.  
Source: Journal 12/04/11 
 

• Butterfly Barn, vintage interiors and giftware business, was set up by 
Durham-based Nicky Dent and Michelle Hoult, late last year. 2 jobs. 
Source: Journal 11/04/11 
 

• Church View Care Home, Stockton, has employed a previous volunteer 
as a full-time carer. 1 job. 
Source: Gazette 11/04/11 
 

• Graphite Debt, Investigation & Recovery Services, Newcastle, expects 
to grow its workforce by 16 over the next 3 years. 
Source: Journal 09/04/11 
 

• Rail Tour Guides, Newcastle, is aiming to expand with 17 new staff 
over the next 5 years. 
Source: Journal 08/04/11 
 

• Bump Buddies, antenatal support business, has been set up by Louise 
Turnbull.  
Source: Gazette 08/04/11   
 

• Vintage Vogue, vintage shop in Middlesbrough, has been opened by 
Kayleigh Aveling. 1 job. 
Source: Gazette 07/04/11 
 

• Mr Yoichi, web development company, has taken on a specialist 
computing graduate. 1 job. 
Source: Echo 06/04/11 
 

• AV Dawson, Middlesbrough, will create 12 jobs on its Tees Internmodal 
Terminal.  
Source: Echo 06/04/11 
 

• Seaham Hall, County Durham, has appointed a new head chef. 1 job. 
Source: Echo 06/04/11 
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• Storeys:ssp, Teesside, has employed a new graduate surveyor. 1 job. 
Source: Journal 06/04/11 
 

• AMD Specialist Coatings has created 3 new jobs.  
Source: Journal 06/04/11, Echo 07/04/11 
 

• Beetroot Grill and Café, Newcastle, has been set up by Neville King 
and Kate Hannaford. 2 jobs.  
Source: Journal 06/04/11 
 

• Kitwave, North Tyneside wholesale and cash and carry business will 
add 100 staff in the next six months following investment.   
Source: Journal 06/04/11 
 

• Jacksons, North East Law firm, has employed a new business 
constultant. 1 job. 
Source: Journal 05/04/11 
 

• BiB Insurance Brokers, Darlington and Samuel Phillips Law Firm, 
Newcastle, have appointed 2 new members of staff. 
Source: Gazette 05/04/11 
 

• Ning and Brian Waite have opened a Thai takeaway in Linthorpe 
Village and a stall on Linthorpe Road’s shopping precinct. 2 jobs.  
Source: Gazette 05/04/11 
 

• 2B Communications, PR firm, Gateshead, has been set up by Audrey 
Barton. 1 job.  
Source: Journal 04/04/11 
 

• Paperchase, stationery firm, has created 8 jobs with the opening of a 
store in Durham.  
Source: Northern Echo 01/04/11 
 

• Cleantech Solution Services Ltd, Middlesbrough, has been set up by 
Adam Hayton and Gurit Kaila. 2 jobs. 
Source: Journal 01/04/11, Gazette 05/04/11 

 
MARCH:  
 

• Webworks Internet, Darlington IT firm is growing its workforce by 16 
following a series of contract wins.  
Source: Gazette 31/03/11 
 

• Eco Environments, Darlington, is looking to recruit 20 staff following a 
solar power contract. It recently took on 2 workers.  
Source: Gazette 31/03/11 
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• Unasys, Middlesbrough technology firm will create 15 jobs following a 
Spanish contract win. 
Source: Echo 31/03/11 
 

• Ava P, handcrafted children’s gifts company in Thornley, has been set 
up by Claire Ramshaw. 1 job. 
Source: Echo 31/03/11 
 

• The Cuban Cigar Club, branch of the Carlisle-based cigar shop, has 
opened in Newcastle. 1 job. 
Source: Journal 31/03/11 
 

• Betty and Mavis, Eaglescliffe vintage-inspired homewares and clothing 
business has been set up by Kelly Francis. 1 job. 
Source: Gazette 30/03/11 
 

• Elizabeth-Jade Events was set up in January 2011 by Melissa Whipp 
and Natalie Diver. 2 jobs. 
Source: Journal 30/03/11 
 

• A+M Wyness, Tyneside installation and repair company for transport 
lifting equipment is looking to add another employee following 
expansion into new premises.  
Source: Journal 30/03/11 
 

• LandSkills Yorkshire has recruited a new programme officer. 1 job. 
Source: Echo 29/03/11 
 

• Where Eagles Dare, is a new range of fashionable golfing attire 
launched by AJ Swinbank from Bedale. 1 job. 
Source: Echo 29/03/11 
 

• Koru Property Services, Gateshead, is looking to create 25 more jobs. 
Source: Echo 29/03/11 
 

• Nifco UK, Tees Valley car parts manufacturer is planning to create 120 
jobs after starting work on an expanded plant.  
Source: Echo 29/03/11, 30/03/11, Gazette 30/03/11 
 

• TechConsult UK, Teeside-based recruitment company has hired an 
engineering and online networking expert. 1 job. 
Source: Gazette 29/03/11 
 

• Another waste-to-energy scheme has gained planning permission to 
build a £50m gasifier on the former Billingham ICI works at Haverton 
Hill creating 60 construction jobs and 30 full time roles. 
Source: Gazette 25/03/11 
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• Guyzance Hall, Morpeth boutique hotel and venue, has appointed a 
new manager. 1 job. 
Source: Journal 25/03/11 
 

• Keepmoat Homes, North East home developer, has recruited 7 sales 
executives and 2 regional sales managers.  
Source: Journal 25/03/11 
 

• RiCERiCE, jewellery and home décor business has been set up by 
Carmel Rice. 1 job. 
Source: Journal 25/03/11 
  

• GlaxoSmithKline is expanding production at its Barnard Castle factory 
where 900 people, plus 50 additional staff, are employed. It expects 
this will lead to more jobs. 
Source: Echo 24/03/11 (and see 15/12/10) 
 

• Whelan Construction, has appointed a team leader to its new division. 
1 job. 
Source: Echo 24/03/11, Journal 25/03/11 
 

• NEDayCrafts, arts and crafts children’s party business, is planning to 
take on a creative assistant. 1 job. 
Source: Northern Echo 24/03/11 
 

• Pipetech, international pipe specialist, will soon have 4 members of 
staff in the UK following the launch of its UK base on Teesside and 
possibly two more teams of 3 and admin staff by the end of the year. 
Source: Gazette 23/03/11 
 

• Skills to Shine, a social enterprise designed to provide schoolchildren 
with the skills they need to succeed in the workplace has been set up 
by Lindsey Dunn. 1 job. 
Source: Journal 22/03/11 
 

• WB Construction, Stockton, has been set up by David Drew and 
Laurence James. 2 jobs. 
Source: Gazette 22/03/11 
 

• Kilfrost, Newcastle de-icer company, expects to continue recruiting 
over the next 12 months. 
Source: Journal 18/03/11 
 

• Isos Housing, Newcastle, has appointed a new executive, ipnconnect, 
b2b networking organisation has recruited and new member of staff 
and Tharsus, engineering and manufacturing company, has recruited 
two new staff. 4 jobs.  
Source: Journal 18/03/11 
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• Tekmar, marine engineering firm Newton Aycliffe, has increased its 
workforce by 30. 
Source: Northern Echo 18/03/11 
 

• Tees Active leisure trust is creating 40 new jobs at Billingham Forum 
and across all its sites. 
Source: Gazette, Northern Echo 18/03/11 
 

• Thap, web development firm in Middlesbrough, has relaunched. 4 jobs. 
Source: Gazette 17/03/11 
 

• PwC has appointed Rich Hall to lead the development of sustainability 
and climate change practice across the North. 1 job.  
Source: Journal 16/03/11 
 

• Watson Burton, Newcastle law firm, has employed 3 new specialists. 
Source: Journal 16/03/11 
 

• Monarch 4 Training Services, health and safety training company, has 
been set up by Kevin Johnston from Bedlington. 1 job.  
Source: Journal 15/03/11 
 

• Aegis IT, Newcastle technology consultancy firm, will create 42 jobs 
following a major contract win. 
Source: Journal 15/03/11 
 

• 24hrdelivery.com has been relaunched by two brothers and brought 
home to Jesmond. 2 jobs. 
Source: Journal 15/03/11 
 

• The Ready for Work programme has helped nine previously homeless 
people into work at companies such as The Cyrenians, Marks and 
Spencer, Northern Rock, KPMG, PWC, Greggs, John Lewis, Carillion, 
Sage and Gentoo.  
Source: Journal 15/03/11 
 

• Captain Ted’s, children’s play centre has been opened in Gosforth 
Shopping Centre by mum Alison Wake. It employs 10 people.  
Source: Journal 15/03/11 
 

• Trustlaw Solicitors has been launched by Rosemary Young and 
Stephen Gibbens. 2 jobs. 
Source: Northern Echo 15/03/11, Gazette 28/03/11 
 

• TBI Solitictors, Wynard, has recruited a new property litigation 
specialist. 1 job. 
Source: Gazette 15/03/11, Northern Echo 22/03/11 
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• Earthly Energy, Wilton, will create 84 permanent jobs and more in the 
supply chain with a new waste-to-energy plant. 
Source: Gazette 15/03/11, Journal 16/03/11 
 

• Frank Hewison, former Wolsingham PC, is opening a luxury chocolate 
shop at the Durham Dales Centre, Stanhope. 1 job.  
Source: Northern Echo 14/03/11 
 

• North East Garden Busters, Bedlington, has been set up by Darren 
Kinghorn. 1 job. 
Source: Journal 14/03/11 
 

• Shout Digital, Newcastle, plans to double its production team with 10 
new staff by the end of 2011. 
Source: Journal 14/03/11 
 

• Heaven Scent, candle and perfume shop, Middlesbrough, was set up 
in December 2010. 2 jobs. 
Source: Gazette 10/03/11 
 

• Ibod, Middlesbrough intelligent business-searching service, is 
expanding into Newcastle and expects to add 20 staff to its team. 
Source: Journal 10/03/11, Gazette 14/03/11 
 

• Sembcorp, Teesside, has employed a former apprentice full-time. 1 
job. 
Source: Gazette 09/03/11, Journal 17/03/11 
 

• Call Agents UK, call answering service launched in September 2010 by 
Rachel Barnes and Sharon Atkinson, 2 jobs, is recruiting 30 staff. 
Source: Northern Echo 11/03/11, Gazette 10/03/11 
 

• SES, building services solutions provider, has appointed a new 
business manager at its North East office. 1 job. 
Source: Northern Echo 11/03/11 
 

• Tait Walker, independent chartered accountancy practice has made 3 
new appointments in its Gosforth office. 
Source: Northern Echo 09/03/11 
 

• Pippo Footwear, Newcastle children’s shoe design company, has been 
set up by Rob Gallacher. 1 job. 
Source: Journal 09/03/11 
 

• Hewitts, law firm in Bishop Auckland has appointed a new family 
lawyer. 1 job. 
Source: Northern Echo 08/03/11 
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• Farm Fresh Direct, online farmers’ market and delivery service in 
Durham, has been set up by husband and wife team Helen and 
Stephen Brown. 2 jobs. 
Source: Journal 08/03/11 
 

• Weigh Ahead UKENA, baggage weighing business, Benton, is 
recruiting following investment for expansion. 
Source: Journal 08/03/11 
 

• Stacie Stewart, Masterchef contestant from Whitburn, has employed 3 
staff to meet demand for her cakes and will open Beehive Bakery in 
Sunderland, which is now recruiting. 1 job with more to follow.  
Source: Journal, Northern Echo 08/03/11 
 

• 2WheelSolutions, bike shop in Darlington, has been set up by Ian 
Kitching and Graham Everett following redundancy. 2 jobs. 
Source: Gazette 08/03/11 
 

• Elizabeth’s Embroidery, Stockton, has recently employed a former 
customer. 1 job. 
Source: Gazette 08/03/11 
 

• Heerema Fabrication Group, Hartlepool, will create almost 200 jobs 
after winning work on the Centrica York Field project.  
Source: Gazette 08/03/11 
 

• Bon-Amis, social networking business, has been set up by Julia Frater 
for busy executives in the North East. 1 job. 
Source: Journal 07/03/11 
 

• HPPL Canine Services, Esh Winning, has been set up by Peter 
Laurence and Heather Purdy. 2 jobs. 
Source: Journal 07/03/11 
 

• SAFS, manufacturer, is hiring again and plans to double its workforce. 
58 jobs. 
Source: Journal 07/03/11 
 

• Cummins, engineering giant, is creating 120 jobs on Teesside. 
Source: Gazette 07/03/11 
 

• Asmag, Willington manufacturing firm, plans to increase workforce in 
the next three to four months.  
Source: Northern Echo 05/03/11 
 

• Tesco will create 150 jobs in Amble following approval for an ecostore.  
Source: Journal 05/03/11 
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• Newcastle Building Society’s Solutions business recruited 80 staff last 
year and plans to recruit 80 more in 2011. 
Source: Journal 04/03/11 
 

• Michael Alexander from Darlington has founded his own plastering 
firm. 1 job. 
Source: D&S 04/03/11, 11/03/11 
 

• Sports Agent UK and Click my SPORT website based companies have 
been set up by Oliver Randall and Jonathan Riches. 2 jobs. 
Source: Journal 03/03/11 
 

• Icona Solutions, software design company, is to base itself in Teesside 
or County Durham and will create a number of jobs in the region. 
Source: Northern Echo 02/03/11, Gazette 03/03/11 
 

• Hitachi will build a factory and manufacturing base for high speed trains 
at Newton Aycliffe, creating 500 direct jobs and thousands more in 
manufacturing and service supply chains. 
Source: Northern Echo, Journal 02/03/11, 09/03/11 
 

• CarpetZest, carpet cleaning company, has been set up by David 
Rogers from County Durham. 1 job. 
Source: Journal 01/03/11 
 

• Argos Inspection Company, is looking to add to its team of technicians 
following expansion. 
Source: Journal 01/03/11 
 

• Clarity Informatics Group, Jesmond, will take on 20 staff this year as it 
prepares for rapid growth. 
Source: Northern Echo 01/03/11 
 

 
FEBRUARY:  
 

• Responsive Engineering, Team Valley, has added 50 members of staff 
in the last 18 months and plans to recruit 15 more.  
Source: Journal 28/02/11 
 

• STR Enterprises, North East leisure company, will create 60 jobs with 
the development of Wallsend Golf Club into a multi-faceted leisure park 
with a hotel, golf course, sports injury clinic, adventure park, pub, 
conference centre and various sports pitches and courts. 
Source: Journal 28/02/11 
 

• Aquilo, Thornaby industrial cleaning and waste management firm, is 
looking to increase its workforce by 25 in the next year. 
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Source: Gazette 28/02/11 
 

• Fuschikugi Nails manicure stands (set up by a pair of brothers from 
Darlington) are to open in House of Fraser stores in the region. The 
four outlets will employ 12 technicians and Pippa Hebden has been 
appointed as director of operations. 1 job. 
Source: Northern Echo 26/02/11 
 

• The Worx, Dormanstown café, has been opened by Andrew Kelley. 5 
jobs. 
Source: Northern Echo 26/02/11, Gazette 18/03/11 
 

• SSI, Sahaviriya Steel Industries, owner of Teesside Cast Products, has 
confirmed the deal with former holders Tata Steel, to buy the plant. 700 
jobs are saved and 800 will be created.  
Source: Journal, Northern Echo and Gazette 25/02/11 
 

• Bishopton Lane Dental Practice, Stockton, has recruited a trainee 
dental nurse. 1 job.  
Source: Northern Echo 25/02/11 
 

• Executive Care Group has created 75 jobs in the construction of a new 
care home (designed and built by Gateshead’s Koru Property Services) 
which will create 65 permanent positions  
Source: Journal 25/03/11 
 

• Capital Shopping Centres, is proposing a new extension to 
Gateshead’s Metrocentre which would create >230 jobs. 
Source: Journal, Northern Echo 25/03/11 
 

• TTE Technical Training Group, Middlesbrough, has appointed a new 
technical sales manager. 1 job. 
Source: D&S 25/03/11, Journal 16/03/11 
 

• Armadillo Creative, North Shields, expects to grow with 11 staff in the 
next 18 months. 
Source: Journal 24/03/11 
 

• BTG Corporate Finance, Newcastle, has recruited a new corporate 
finance executive, while Sintons, Newcastle law firm, has signed a new 
commercial solicitor. 2 jobs. 
Source: Journal 23/02/11 
 

• The Little Chocolate Factory was launched by Emily Reading in 
October 2010. 1 job. 
Source: Journal 23/02/11 
 

• Revolution Power, Newton Aycliffe renewable energy equipment firm is 
recruiting following Finance for Business North East Growth Fund 
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investment.  
Source: Journal 23/02/11 
 

• Tekmar, Newton Aycliffe subsea engineering specialist increased its 
workforce by 30 in the last year. 
Source: Journal 23/02/11, 08/06/11 
 

• Harvey and Hugo, Darlington pay-as-you-go PR firm, has expanded 
with 3 new members of staff. 
Source: Northern Echo 22/02/11 
 

• Contemporary hairdressing group is opening an outlet in Darlington for 
which it is recruiting further staff. 1 job.   
Source: Northern Echo 22/02/11 
 

• Grange Kitchens, North Shields kitchen manufacturer and supplier, has 
been relaunched and hopes to create jobs. 3 jobs. 
Source: Journal 22/02/11 
  

• OSM Resourcing, Newcastle oil, gas and marine sectors recruitment 
firm, has been started by Dave Fox. 1 job. 
Source: Journal 21/02/11 
 

• Stanger’s Cookshop, has been opened in Jesmond by Je ca Stanger 
Crosby. 1 job. 
Source: Journal 21/02/11 
 

• Kirkleatham Museum has employed Emma Briggs following a 
successful work experience period. 1 job.  
Source: D&S 18/02/11 
 

• Simply Thank You, Darlington gift business, has taken on 6 new 
members of staff during expansion into new premises and will possibly 
employ 4 more. 
Source: Echo 18/02/11 
 

• KPMG, has appointed Darlington-based Andy O’Brien as a director in 
its Northern Performance and Technology practice. 1 job. 
Source: Northern Echo 18/02/11 
 

• Golden Brown Coffee, Darlington, has been set up by Neil and Helen 
Robson. 2 jobs. 
Source: Northern Echo 16/02/11 
 

• PG Legal, Gateshead, has been set up by commercial property lawyer 
Phil Dean. 1 job.  
Source: Journal 16/02/11 
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• Bellway, Newcastle, has created a new senior commercial role for 
Simon Scougall. 1 job. 
Source: Journal 16/02/11 
 

• Explain, Newcastle research company, has appointed Stephen Slater 
as a non-executive director. 1 job. 
Source: Journal 16/02/11 
 

• Clever Clogs Day Nursery, Belmont, has bought two new sites in 
Hartlepool and Bowburn creating 32 jobs. 
Source: Journal 16/02/11, Northern Echo 17/02/11, Gazette 18/02/11 
 

• JDR Cables, Hartlepool, will create 80 jobs with its expansion plans. 
Source: Gazette 16/02/11 
 

• Guardian Marine Testing, Redcar, has increased its staff by 5 as it 
expands into new overseas markets.  
Source: Gazette 16/02/11 
 

• TechConsult UK, Teesside recruitment company, and JenningsFord, 
Middlesbrough car dealership, have employed 2 new members of staff. 
Source: Gazette 15/02/11 
 

• J & D Pet Supplies, Ashington, has been set up by Jun Allison. 1 job. 
Source: Journal 15/02/11 
 

• Little Kickers, Newcastle/Gateshead franchise, is a new business 
venture for Joanne Temple. 1 job. 
Source: Journal 15/02/11 
 

• Rutherfords, Morpeth department store, will create 10 jobs when its 
planned expansion goes ahead. 
Source: Journal 15/02/11 
 

• Crutes Law Firm, Stockton & Newcastle, has appointed a health expert 
to its team. 1 job. 
Source: Northern Echo 15/02/11 
 

• CA Group, West Auckland construction firm, will take on around 25 
extra staff to complete projects in the pipeline. 
Source: Northern Echo 15/02/11 
 

• Drive2Recruit, Gateshead drivery recruitment firm, has been set up by 
three female entrepreneurs. 3 jobs. 
Source: Journal 14/02/11 
 

• Koru Property Services, Gateshead, and Galliford Try, Ponteland 
contractor and house builder, have recruited 2 new members of staff. 
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Source: Journal 11/02/11 
 

• Home Group, social enterprise and housing developer Home Group, 
will create 130 jobs at its new customer service centre. 
Source: Journal 09/02/11 
 

• Myk Baxter has moved his international online marketing company’s 
HQ to the North East and already recruited 4 members of staff. 
Source: Journal 09/02/11 
 

• A1-K9, Bedlington dog-walking and crèche service, has been set up by 
Judith Osborne. 1 job. 
Source: Journal 09/02/11 
 

• Paragon Print & Packaging, Lincolnshire food packaging firm which 
has bought a Tyneside rival, is planning to create 120 jobs in the North 
East.  
Source: Journal 09/02/11 
 

• Devlish, chilli sauce company, has been set up by two mums; Dawn 
Wilson and Louise Bailey. 2 jobs. 
Source: Journal 08/02/11 
 

• Via Creative, Redcar, plans to take on 2 new members of staff 
following expansion into new premises. 
Source: Northern Echo 08/02/11 
 

• The Banks Group, Durham energy and property business, has taken 5 
members off staff onto its graduate training programme. 
Source: Northern Echo 08/02/11 
 

• RePET, Houghton-le-Spring plastic packaging makers, will create 25 
jobs following investment from Fund and private investors.  
Source: Northern Echo 08/02/11 
 

• GEM Partnership, North East recruitment firm, is now recruiting itself. 
Source: Northern Echo 07/02/11 

 
• RecolutionCC, new contact centre near Sunderland, has launched with 

15 staff following its first contract win. 30 more are expected following 
the second contract signing. The business plan is for 250 jobs by the 
end of 2011.  
Source: Northern Echo 07/02/11  
 

• Kelly Park Caring Agency Limited and Orchard Home Care Limited, 
two of County Durham’s largest care providers, have joined forces to 
offer an enchanced service. There are plans to increase combined 
home care support staff of both companies by 200.  
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Source: Northern Echo 05/02/11 
 

• Darlington Farmers’ Auction Mart is relocating to Humbleton Farm, 
near Heighington. The development will potentially create 300 jobs 
over the next three years. 
Source: D&S 04/02/11 
 

• Jomast Developments, will employ 72 people in construction for its 
renovation of Stockton’s Globe Theatre and the restored theatre will 
create 23 permanent jobs.  
Source: Gazette 04/02/11 
 

• Finance Tree, Newcastle, has made 2 new apopointments. 
Source: Journal 03/02/11 
 

• Irvins Brasserie, Tyneside, was set up by chef Graeme Cuthell in 
August 2010. 1 job. 
Source: Journal 03/02/11 
 

• Low Carbon Lighting, Newcastle, has been set up by Tyneside 
entrepreneur Tim Cantle-Jones, to cut firms’ lighting bills. 1 job. He 
expects to create around 40 jobs over the next 10 years. 
Source: Journal 03/02/11 
 

• Python Properties has appointed a curator to manage the Heritage 
Gallery in the Cargo Fleet building in Middlesbrough. 1 job. 
Source: Gazette 02/02/11 
 

• Tanfield, manufacturer, will create 10 jobs in Washington, having taken 
oven design and production of a Pop-Up lift from parent company in 
Wales. 
Source: Journal and Northern Echo 02/02/11 
 

• Home Group, Newcastle social housing provider will create >130 jobs 
with plans to open its first call centre in the North East. 
Source: Journal 02/02/11 
 

• Robson Brown, North East marketing communications agency has 
made its first senior creative appointment since the company became 
part of The Mission Marketing Group, employing David Aylesbury as 
creative director. 1 job. 
Source: Gazette 01/02/11 
 

• Executel, North East voice and data specialist has appointed 5 new 
members of staff. 
Source: Gazette 01/02/11 
 

• Woodcraft UK, Hartlepool shed-making business, has created 4 jobs 
following contract wins. 
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Source: Gazette 01/02/11 
 

• Cleancare Fabrics, Darlington dry cleaning and laundry firm has 
increased its workforce by 3.  
Source: Gazette 01/02/11 
 

• Morrisons foodstore has entered an agreement to anchor a proposed 
regeneration scheme in Peterlee. Planning permission has been 
submitted. The 37,000sq ft store will create 350 jobs. 
Source: Northern Echo 01/02/11 
 

• Ebiquity, media monitoring company, will create 60 jobs in its relocation 
to Quorum Business Park, Newcastle. 
Source: Northern Echo 01/02/11 
 

• Washington Technologies Ltd has bought Washington Precision 
Engineering (NSE) Ltd, by two of its former management team and a 
new member of staff brought in to effect the purchase of the business 
and assets. 1 job. 
Source: Northern Echo 01/02/11 
 

• Casper Shipping, Middlesbrough, is expanding its workforce to meet 
booming demand.   
Source: Northern Echo 01/02/11 
 

• High Force Training (HTH), Darlington, has been bought by Simon 
Williamson of Boardroom Consulting. A operations director and three 
other members of staff have been appointed. 4 jobs. 
Source: Journal 01/02/11 
 

• John Partridge, outdoor fashion brand, has moved to the North East, 
having been bought by senior figures in the North East clothing 
industry. Expansion is planned with the hope of an increased workforce 
in the future. 3 jobs. 
Source: Journal 01/02/11 
 

JANUARY: 
  

• TBI Solicitors, Tees Valley, has appointed a new specialist in dispute 
resolution to its Business Law office. 1 job. 
Source: Gazette 31/01/11, Echo 01/02/11 
 

• Postive Impressions, Newcastle image consultancy, has been set up 
by Kathryn Clarke. 1 job.  
Source: Journal 31/01/11 
 

• Digital Visual, photography shop and studio in Ashington has been set 
up by Hayden Parker. 1 job. 
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Source: Journal 31/01/11 
 

• Angel Biotechnology will initially create 10 jobs with its return to its 
Cramlington base, with more to follow. 
Source: Journal 31/01/11, 22/03/11 
 

• Crabtree, Gateshead print machine maker, expects to have created 
130 jobs in the current financial year. 
Source: Journal 31/01/11 
 

• SMD, North Tyneside, expects to expand its workforce following 
expansion into a new industrial unit. It has employed an additional 75 
staff over the last 12 months. 
Source: Gazette/Journal 28/01/11. 16/02/11. 
 

• Rockliffe Hall, Darlington, has added a new chef to its team. 1 job. 
Source: Northern Echo 28/01/11 
 

• Espion TSCM, Stockton-based industrial espionage protection service, 
has been launched by John Mason. 1 job.  
Source: Northern Echo 28/01/11 
 

• Multi-lab, Newcastle industrial glass and ceramic maker, has added 8 
jobs, with plans to create a further 12 in the coming months. 
Source: Journal 28/01/11 
 

• Peacocks, Newcastle medical supplies business, will create 3 new jobs 
as it gains machinery from a European-wide initiative. 
Source: Journal 27/01/11 
 

• The Green Incubator business centre on Tyneside will create 95 jobs 
with the building and 44 jobs in the companies moving in. 
Source: Journal, Northern Echo 27/01/11 
 

• Solvert Limited, Teesside, will create 80 direct jobs and around 200 or 
more support jobs with a planned manufacturing plant on Teesside.  
Source: Journal, Northern Echo, Gazette 27/01/11, Gazette 28/01/11, 
22/02/11 
 

• Watson Burton, Newcastle-based law firm, has added a property law 
expert to its team. 1 job. 
Source: Journal 26/01/11 
 

• Clive Owen & Co, chartered accountants and business advisers, 
Durham, has added an experienced tax specialist to its team. 1 job. 
Source: Journal 26/01/11 
 

• Alan Fletcher and Ian Gilthorpe are setting up their own commercial 
law firm in Newcastle. 2 jobs.  
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Source: 26/01/11 
 

• Eversheds, Newcastle law firm, made 7 recruitments in 2010 and 2 so 
far in 2011. 
Source: Journal 26/01/11 
 

• The Finance for Business North East Fund, has created 25 jobs in the 
private sector through a cooperation of half public, half private 
investment.  
Source: Journal 26/01/11 
 

• A Fruit to Suit franchise has been set up in Tyneside and Wearside by 
Lisa Smith. 1 job. 
Source: Journal 26/01/11 
 

• Blackswan, Newcastle management consultancy, plans to create 100 
jobs in 2011 and 100 jobs in 2012, however the location of the posts 
has not yet been decided.  
Source: Journal 26/01/11 
  

• Pretty Quick, beauty company, Thornaby, has been set up by Michelle 
Verrill. 1 job.  
Source: Gazette 26/01/11 
 

• Stone Technical Services, Darlington, has appointed a new junior 
steeplejack engineer. 1 job and plans to recruit throughout 2011.  
Source: Northern Echo 26/01/11, Gazette 16/02/11, 22/03/11 
 

• Silverstone Building Consultancy, Newcastle, has recently employed 2 
new members of staff and plans further recruitment. 
Source: Northern Echo 25/01/11, Journal 04/02/11 
 

• Pertemps People Development Group, has employed a long-term 
unemployed man full-time after a successful part-time experience. 1 
job. 
Source: Northern Echo 25/01/11, Gazette 26/01/11 
 

• Michael Guess, Middlesbrough, has set up his own electrician business 
after being made redundant. 1 job. 
Source: Northern Echo 25/01/11 
 

• Wilkinson the value chain is opening in the former 19,000 sq ft 
Waitrose store in The Gates Durham. 1 job, the store manager, has 
already been appointed 59 more staff have been recruited through 
recruitment days. 
Source: Northern Echo 25/01/11, 09/02/11 
 

• Cinnamon, North East property lawyers, aims to increase staff by 8 in 
the next six months and by at least another 12 within the next 3 years 
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to a total of >40 
Source: Journal 25/01/11 
 

• Morrison, repairs and maintenance provider, has employed 24 
apprentices at its North East depots’ Birtley, Blaydon and Peterlee. 
Source: Journal 25/01/11 
 

• ITPS, Gateshead-based IT firm, is looking to increase staff by >10 by 
the end of 2011. 
Source: Journal 25/01/11 
 

• Urban Commando Laser Tag, County Durham, has been set up by 
Dereck Highley. 1 job. He is planning to create jobs and franchise the 
mobile laser tag business. 
Source: Journal 25/01/11 
 

• Intersnack UK, County Durham snack maker, will create 100 jobs 
through its expansion programme following two major acquisitions. 
Source: Journal 25/01/11 
 

• Tesco plans to create 350 jobs in Newcastle as part of the revamp of 
the Newcastle General Hospital site by the Newcastle hospitals NHS 
Foundation Trust, Newcastle University and Tesco. 
Source: Journal 24/01/11 
 

• Eternal Circle Healing, a reiki and quantum touch healing business in 
Peterlee has been set up by Sheila Barnes. 1 job. 
Source: Northern Echo, Journal 24/01/11 

 
• Matfen Hall Hotel, Golley Slater North and Yorkshire Bank North East, 

have all taken on new staff. 3 jobs. 
Source: Journal 21/01/11 
 

• Warmseal, Newcastle door and window company, is recruiting 20 new 
staff this month, to add to the 30 recruited in 2010. 
Source: Journal 21/01/11 
 

• Masher, Gateshead-based web developers, is currently recruiting 2 
new staff and plans to expand by 3 more in the next 6 to 12 months. 
Source: Journal 20/01/11 
 

• Stadium Group, Hartlepool electronics firm, is hoping increased 
demand will translate into the need to create new jobs. 
Source: Northern Echo 20/01/11 
 

• The Contact Centre Recruitment Fair will feature >200 jobs at North 
East call centres from employers including EDF, Lloyds TSB, NPower, 
Fusion, Everything Everywhere and Barclays. 
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Source: Northern Echo 20/0111 
 

• B&M Bargains, is creating 40 new jobs in Billingham. 
Source: Gazette 20/01/11 
 

• 99p Stores Limited is planning to create 600 jobs in the North East 
opening 20 stores in the next 3 years. 
Source: Journal 19/01/11 

 
• Lynch Healthcare, Sunderland, is creating 1 job now and planning 

several more as it expands into new premises and starts its own 
manufacturing. 
Source: Journal 19/01/11 
 

• D&K Hire Services, Tyneside, has been launched by MD of Dorin 
Construction which has gone into administration. It has re-employed 20 
staff from D&L Plant Hire, part of Dorin Construction. 
Source: Journal 19/01/11 
 

• Newcastle United, has employed a new coach on its Get Into Football 
course following a successful trial period as part of the Future Jobs 
Fund. 1 job.  
Source: Northern Echo 19/01/11 
 

• Cornerstone Business Solutions, has added 2 new members to its 
team and is in search of 10 more.  
Source: Gazette 19/01/11 
 

• Collingwood Legal, new North East law firm, has been set up by Paul 
McGowan and is recruiting staff. 3 jobs plus more to follow.  
Source: Northern Echo 18/01/11, 08/02/11, Journal 11/02/11 
 

• Fifteen Digital, Darlington digital marketing firm is planning to increase 
its workforce. 
Source: Northern Echo 18/01/11 
 

• Clarity Informatics Group, Newcastle, expects to create an extra 20 
jobs after several contract wins.  
Source: Journal and Northern Echo 17/01/11 
 

• Drive Revive North East, drive cleaning service in County Durham, has 
been set up by Malcolm Oliver. 1 job.  
Source: Northern Echo 17/01/11 
 

• Thyssen Krupp Tallent, Newton Aycliffe, took on 100 staff in 2010 
when work was transferred from its Cambridgeshire site. 
Source: Northern Echo 04/01/11 
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• Stockland, owners of Billingham town centre, has won permission for a 
new supermarket to be built in Billingham with the creation of 80 new 
jobs. 
Source: Gazette 14/01/11, 20/01/11 
 

• Sintons, Newcastle commercial law firm, has recruited 35 staff. 
Source: Journal 14/01/11 
 

• Evenwood Industries, West Auckland metal fabrication company, has 
employed 120 people, bringing its staff back up to pre-recession and 
administration levels.  
Source: Northern Echo 14/01/11 
 

• Better Communities, social media venture created by Newcastle’s 
Explain and Stokesley’s Better, will create 3 jobs this year at partner 
parent company Explain’s Newcastle HQ. 
Source: Northern Echo 14/01/11 
 

• A&P Tyne shipyard, Hebburn, has tripled its workforce with 422 new 
permanent staff and sub-contracted and agency jobs on site. 
Source: Northern Echo and Journal 14/01/11 
 

• Homefix 24/7, Middlesbrough call-out and repair company, is taking on 
100 workers this month after bringing forward expansion plans. 
Source: Northern Echo and Journal 13/01/11 
 

• Greggs, North East bakers, is planning to create 100 jobs in the region 
this year. 
Source: Journal and Northern Echo 13/01/11, Journal 17/03/11 
 

• OHS, Castle Eden environmental business, will be taking on 12 
workers in the next few weeks. 
Source: Northern Echo 13/01/11 
 

• Lifestyle Fitness, mobile health and fitness business in Wearside, has 
been set up by Tanya Oliver. 1 job. 
Source: Journal 12/01/11 
 

• Domino’s Pizza has created 25 jobs with its new Middlesbrough store. 
Source: Gazette 12/01/11 
 

• Bauer, crop irrigation and slurry-handling equipment specialist, has 
employed a new UK and Ireland sales manager based in Newton 
Aycliffe. 1 job. 
Source: Northern Echo 11/01/11 
 

• Hunter Cowie, Darlington Chartered Surveyor, has employed a 
specialist in listed and historic property. 1 job. 
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Source: Northern Echo 11/01/11 
 

• Fastflow Pipeline Services, Wearside, is creating 2 new senior posts 
after a major contract win. 
Source: Northern Echo 11/01/11 
 

• Blue Bunny Café, Newcastle, which opens next week, has created 4 
full-time jobs and a number of part-time posts. 
Source: Northern Echo 11/01/11 

 
• Red Marine, Hexham engineering firm, has employed a new graduate 

mechanical engineer. 1 job. 
Source: Northern Echo 10/01/11 

 
• Cotswold Manufacturing, Thornaby, plans to increase its workforce by 

38 jobs.  
Source: Journal and Gazette 10/01/11, Northern Echo 17/01/11 

 
• Barrett and Coe, photography franchise, has been chosen as new 

employment for 2 Newton Aycliffe residents; Mr and Mrs Ellwood.  
Source: Journal 10/01/11 

 
• Touchstone Leads, Shildon telemarketing firm, Durham, is recruiting 10 

staff. 
Source: Northern Echo 08/01/11, 06/01/11 

 
• Cleaner Air Solutions, Durham, is recruiting 40 staff. 

Source: Northern Echo 08/01/11 
 

• Thomas Swan, Consett, has recruited an additional 14 staff. 
Source: Journal 06/01/11 

 
• Omega Plastics, Blyth, has recruited 20 additional staff over the last 

few years and plan 7 more. 
Source: Journal 06/01/11 

 
• ScreenReach, Newcastle digital business, plans to expand its 

workforce 
Source: Journal 06/01/11 
 

• Caterpillar’s Durham plant is planning to take on 100 staff in order to 
double production.  
Source: Journal 05/01/11, Northern Echo 06/01/11 
 

• GWK Architects, Newcastle, has merged with Oxford-based ADP, and 
plans to add to its workforce in the coming months after securing new 
work.  
Source: Journal 05/01/11 
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DECEMBER: 
 

• IHC Engineering Business, Northumberland offshore engineering firm, 
is hoping to take on another 20 employees to fulfil current and 
prospective contracts. 
Source: Journal 04/01/11 
 

• Clark Willis and Muckle, North East law firms, have expanded. Clark 
Willis adding 1 new member of staff in December and Muckle 12 in the 
last year. Muckle is currently recruiting in January 2011.  
Source: Echo 21/12/10 and Journal 18/01/11 
 

• Liddell Appliance Testing, Newton Aycliffe, has been set up by David 
Liddell. 1 job.  
Source: Journal 20/12/10 
 

• Ebiquity, media monitoring firm, is opening a new office in North 
Tyneside and employing 60 new staff. 
Source: Journal 17/12/10 
 

• DEF Apps, sister company of DEF Software is planning to increase its 
workforce by 12 in the next 18 months. 
Source: Journal 16/12/10 
 

• Aesica Pharmaceuticals, North East drugs giant, expects to increase 
staff at its Newcastle and Cramlington sites in the coming months. 
Source: Journal 16/12/10 
 

• GlaxoSmithKline is planning to build a new North East plant which 
would create 1000 jobs. This has been built and employs 900 people 
plus an addition 50 to introduce new products. 
Source: Journal 15/12/10, 04/01/11. Northern Echo 24/03/11 
 

• Sunderland Software Centre will create 140 jobs in the Sunniside 
Quarter development. (Public-Private Partnership) 
Source: Journal 15/12/10, 24/03/2011 
 

• The Alcan aluminium smelter in Lynemouth, Northumberland, 
announced in August that it was to create 30 jobs as the company 
looked to return to full production for the first time in two years. 
Source: Journal 15/12/10 
 

• Cordell Group, North East engineering contractor has taken on around 
40 apprentices this year. 
Source: Gazette 14/12/10 
 

• Corus Tubes, Hartlepool, has safeguarded hundreds of jobs and 
created an additional 100 in winning a new contract. 
Source: Gazette 14/12/10 
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• Stockton Toys has taken on a new member of staff after expanding into 

bigger premises. 
Source: Gazette 15/12/10 
 

• SaleCycle, Houghton-le-Spring technology company, has taken on 4 
staff.  
Source: Northern Echo 14/12/10 
 

• PD Ports, Teesport, will create 50 direct new jobs and 200 supply chain 
jobs through their multi-million pound expansion.  
Source: Gazette 13/12/10, Northern Echo 25/01/11 

 
• Orange Bus, creative digital firm in Newcastle, has recruited 8 staff in 

the last year. 
Source: Journal 13/12/10 
 

• Commercial Financial Solutions, commercial mortgage lending 
busness in Newcastle will create 25 jobs and plans 5 or so more over 
the next two years.  
Source: Journal 13/12/10 

 
• B Unique, vintage fashion shop has been opened in Ryhope by Brenda 

Blakeman creating 1 full-time job. 
Source: Journal 13/12/10 
 

• Alnwick Studio Hairdressing has been set up by Nigel Meredith and 
Gienete Jefferson-Cobb: 2 jobs 
Source: Journal 11/12/10 

 
• ING Real Estate will bring 550 jobs to Murton if plans to invest in and 

expand Dalton Park are approved. 
Source: Journal 11/12/10 
 

• Nestle is bringing 60 jobs to its Tyneside factory. 
Source: Journal 11/12/10 
 

• AYO Media, Tyneside web development agency, has taken on 3 new 
staff members and plans another recruitment drive at the start of 2011. 
Source: Journal 09/12/10 
 

• The Café House, Corbridge, has been launched by Craig Mordey at 
the previous Truffles Tea Rooms: 1 job. 
Source: Journal 09/12/10 
 

• Robson Brown, Newcastle, has been bought from administration by 
ThinkBDW and 90 staff are being interviewed for reemployment.  
Source: Journal 09/12/10, Northern Echo 10/12/10 
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• Frank’s the Flooring Store plans to create 60 new jobs, including five at 
its new store in Middlesbrough. 
Source: Northern Echo 09/12/10, 04/01/11, Journal 13/12/10 
 

• Stephenson Gobin, Bishop Auckland, has expanded its workforce by 
12 over the last year.  
Source: Northern Echo 09/12/10 
 

• Owen Pugh’s drainage and sewage division has bought HCS Drain 
Services and plans to create jobs. 
Source: Northern Echo 09/12/10 
 

• Morrison, facilities services provider, has take non 4 new apprentices 
from the North East in partnership with Newcastle College’s National 
Construction Academy scheme. 
Source: Journal 08/12/10 
 

• Crutes Law Firm, Newcastle, has appointed 3 new members of staff. 
Source: Journal 08/12/10 

•  
• PYReco is building a tyre recycling plant at Middlesbrough’s South 

Tees Eco Park. It will be the largest of its kind and create 90 
permanent and 100 construction jobs. 
Source: Gazette 08/12/10 
 

• INEOS Bio, Seal Sands, is constructing the world’s first waste to 
energy plant on Teesside. The project will create 350 construction jobs 
and 40 permanent skilled roles. 
Source: Gazette 08/12/10 
 

• Pertemps People Development Group, working in partnership with the 
prison and probation services has placed more than 160 ex-offenders 
into employment across the North East between January and October 
2010. 
Source: Gazette 08/12/10 

 
• Key2Weight has been set up by Louise Bland of Belmont and Claire 

Ridley and Lynn Jones of Sale: 3 jobs.  
Source: Journal 07/12/10 
 

• Darchem Engineering, Stillington near Stockton, expects to expand its 
workforce after winning work on 50% of the new nuclear civil builds in 
China. 
Source: Northern Echo 07/12/10, D&S 28/01/11 
 

• Mc2 Technical Recruitment and Training, Teesside, aims to add 200 
specialist jobs to their recruitment portfolio in the next 12 months 
following a major contract win. 
Source: Gazette 07/12/10 
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• Electrical Services Engineers, Middleton St George, has been set up 

by Clare Ward: 1 job. 
Source: Gazette 06/12/10, Northern Echo 16/03/11 
 

• Firstsource, Middlesbrough, will create 500 jobs at a new contact 
centre in Spring 2011.  
Source: Northern Echo 04/12/10 (200), Gazette 24/01/11, Journal 
28/01/11 (200 initially) 
 

• Warmseal, Newcastle-based replacement door and window company, 
has created 30 new jobs in the last year. 
Source: Journal 01/12/10 
 

• Allseas, global offshore company installing a new gas pipeline, and 
Teesside Gas & Liquids Processing which will process the gas, will 
create 300 jobs on Teesside. 
Source: Journal 01/12/10 
 

• Mobile Tile Company, Newton Aycliffe, has been set up by husband 
and wife team Nicola and Ian Dobson. It will create 2 jobs initially for 
the pair who hope to create more in the future. 
Source: Journal 01/12/10 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NOVEMBER: 
 
 

• The digital arm of collapsed Pearson Advertising & Marketing has been 
taken over by two directors to become Retox Digital Ltd. It will employ 
8 of the previous staff. 
Source: Journal 30/11/10 

 
• Creations by Paula Jane, cake shop, was opened in Darlington in 

October by Paula Town: 1 job. 
Source: Northern Echo 30/11/10 
 

• SpenHill Developments (the commercial property arm of Tesco) has 
gained approval for the redevelopment of Gateshead town centre 
which will create >1000 jobs. 
Source: Journal 27/11/10 
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• Newcastle Drum Centre has recruited 2 new members of staff after 
expansion. 
Source: Journal 29/11/10 
 

• Clervaux Artisan Bakery and Café, Darlington, has recruited an 
additional 4 staff. 
Source: D&S 26/11/10 

 
• Architectural Antiques business in Ford has expanded with a coffee 

shop and crafts centre. It is run by Keith and Lynne Allan: 2 jobs. 
Source: Journal 25/11/10 
 

• Beetroot Grill and Café, Morpeth, has been opened by Kate Hannaford 
and Neville King: 2 jobs. 
Source: Journal 24/11/10 

 
• Offshore Group Newcastle (OGN)’s contract win with Apache means 

more than 1000 jobs for the region. (1150 potential total). 
Source: Journal 23/11/10, 15/12/10, Northern Echo 04/01/11 

 
• Crusher’s Comforts, bedding and accessories business, has been set 

up by Karen Webb from Crook: 1 job. 
Source: Journal 23/11/10 
 

• Smith’s Carpets and Rugs has been set up by a husband and wife 
partnership in South Tyneside: 2 jobs. 
Source: Journal 23/11/10 
 

• Crafty Canvas, photo canvas company, Stockton, has been launched 
by Nigel Dawson: 1 job. 
Source: Northern Echo 22/11/10 
 

• Solar Solve Marine, South Shields, has created 2 new jobs. 
Source: Journal 22/11/10 
 

• Randstad, car parts supplier, Cramlington, plans to increase the 
workforce by 5+ by 2012.  
Source: Journal 22/11/10 
 

• Reinnervate, Sedgefield cell research firm from Durham University is to 
create 30 jobs after launching a flagship commercial product. 
Source: Northern Echo 19/11/10 and Journal 17/11/10 
 

• Elecscoot, green transport company, County Durham, is doubling its 
workforce with 2 new staff.  
Source: Northern Echo 18/11/10 
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• Jet2 is creating 120 jobs at Newcastle International Airport.  
Source: Journal 18/11/10 
 

• SmartIT Support, Gateshead, relocated to Team Valley earlier in the 
year and has now trebled staff levels. 
Source: Journal 18/11/10 
 

• Maden Design and Built, construction and renewable energy company, 
has recruited 4 new staff and plans 20 more.  
Source: Journal 18/11/10 

 
• Wirz Herbs, naturally-formulated sports recovery products, has been 

launched by Louise Vincent: 1 job. 
Source: Journal 18/11/10 

 
• First Aid Kit, round-the-clock first aid training service, has been set up 

by Steve Tait: 1 job. 
Source: Gazette 17/11/10 
 

• Opsol UK, electronics manufacturing company Cramlington, requires  
10 production operators.  
Source: Journal 17/11/10 
 

• Work on the EDF Offshore Windfarm will start in 2011. 100 
construction jobs, 12 permanent jobs.  
Source: Gazette 17/11/10 
 

• Asda is planning to create 200 jobs in the North East. 
Source: Northern Echo 17/11/10 

 
• Puddle Ducks Swimming NE, parent and baby swimming groups, has 

begun a franchise in the North East led by Carolyn Sharpe: 1 job. 
Source: Journal 15/11/10 

 
• Shaun Charlton Designs, graphic design business, set up by Shaun 

Charlton of Consett: 1 job.  
Source: Journal 15/11/10 
 

• SenseLogix, Newton Aycliffe, plans to create 3 new jobs in the North 
East.  
Source: Northern Echo 10/11/10 and Journal 11/11/10 
 

• Yarrow Surveying Services, Darlington, has been set up by qualified 
chartered surveyor Emma Yarrow: 1 job. 
Source: Journal 10/11/10, D&S 12/11/10, Gazette 17/11/10 
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• Carbon Abatement Technologies, Stockton, has pledged to base large-
scale production in the North East, a decision which should create new 
jobs.  
Source: Gazette 10/11/10 and Journal 11/11/10 

 
• Elite Powder Coatings, Newcastle, is taking on 3 new staff. 

Source: Journal 10/11/10 
 
• Priory Group will create 20 jobs at the former Hurworth Hosue School 

which it is turning into a centre for SEN children.  
Source: Gazette 08/11/10 

 
• AAF-McQuay, Cramlington, is creating >100 new jobs. 

Source: Journal 08/11/10 
 

• Pawletts, heating and fireplace company, Guisborough, is creating 5 
new jobs.  
Source: Journal and Gazette 05/11/10 

 
• Trees Can’t Dance, is creating 5 new jobs. 

Source: D&S 05/11/10 
 

• Northern Engineers and Fabricators (NEF Ltd)’s new Tesco contract 
safeguards 12 jobs creates 3 new jobs. 
Source: Darlington & Stockton Times and Gazette 05/11/10 

 
• Executel, Gateshead communications specialist, plans to grow its 

workforce by 12 over the next three years. 
Source: Journal 04/11/10 
 

• Justmenus.com, online listing service for restaurants and take away 
shops, has been launched by Northumbria University student Alex 
Redpath: 3 job.  
Source: Northern Echo 04/11/10, 22/02/11 

 
• Houghton International, South Shields, is recruiting 10 new staff. 

Source: Journal 03/11/10 
  
• Astrum, designer and manufacturer of track systems Stanhope, has 

taken on 40 new staff between Feb-Oct 2010. 
Source: Journal 03/11/10 

 
• Fendor, Felling-based specialist glass maker has recruited 17 staff in 

the last 18 months and expects to continue recruiting. 
Source: Journal 03/11/10 

 
• Danieli Holdings plans retreats in Gateshead and Northumberland. 

This will create 100 jobs. 
Source: Journal 03/11/10 
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• PD Ports has appointed 4 postgraduate and undergraduate staff to its 

Teesside team.  
Source: Gazette 03/11/10 

 
• Maple Care Home, Stockton, has created 50 jobs. 

Source: Gazette 03/11/10 
 
• Linden Foods will create 5 new jobs at its Burradon abbatoir.  

Source: Journal 03/11/10 
 

• Asda in Spennymoor has created 25 jobs. 
Source Northern Echo 03/11/10 

 
• Nigel Wright Recruitment, Newcastle, will increase its 100-strong 

workforce by 20% per year for the next few years with approximately 
50 (10%) new jobs coming to Newcastle each year.  
Source: Journal 03/11/10 

 
• Express Engineering, Gateshead, plans to expand workforce by 40 

over next two years.  
Source: Journal 03/11/10 

 
• MPI Offshore, Stokesley, will at least treble its current workforce with 

200 extra staff to complete contracts to build the world’s fastest turbine 
installation vessels.  
Source: Gazette 02/11/10, Journal 03/11/10 

 
• The Test Factory, Sunderland software firm, has expanded into a fifth 

office suite after securing contracts with several blue-chip companies. It 
plans to increase its workforce by 15 over the next year.  
Source: Northern Echo 02/11/10 and Journal 04/11/10 

 
• Slikk Design, Teesside web development firm, is expanding into a 

Middlesbrough enterprise centre and has taken on 4 additional staff 
since launching in September 2009.  
Source: Gazette 02/11/10 

 
• The Redforrest Group, Gateshead, will recruit 20 extra staff by 2012.  

Source: Journal 02/11/10 
 
• Saltwell Signs owned by The Redforrest Group will create 25 new jobs 

after moving to Redforrest’s facilities and plans further recruitment 
Source: Journal 02/11/10 

 
• Key Waste Management, Amble, Northumberland, will create 3 new 

jobs. 
Source: Journal 01/11/10 
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• Potts Print will create 60 jobs over five years.  
Source: Journal 01/11/10, 03/11/10 

 
• Jay-Bee, painting and decorating, has been set up by Joanne Balmer 

in Washington: 1 job. 
Source: Journal 01/11/10 

 
OCTOBER: 

 
• Longbenton Foods has bought the Northumberland Foods site at 

Amble and will restore up to 100 jobs.  
Source: Journal 29/10/10, Journal 15/12/10 

 
• Central Thai of Darlington has opened a second restaurant in Durham, 

creating 10 jobs. 
Source: Journal 29/10/10 
 

• Four new start-ups from Newcastle Science City’s Innovation machine 
launched: Seaward Innovations renewables consultancy, My Genomics 
genome-related diet and exercise programmes, Me Motion multiple 
camera systems for performance, Curar Animal Therapeutics which 
investigates transferring human medical devices to the veterinary field.  
Source: Journal 29/10/10 

  
• Alnmaritec and MTL Group have announced long-term deals with the 

Port of Blyth. Alnmaritec has committed to a long-term expansion at the 
port and will increase its workforce by 35. MTL Group is setting up a 
long-term manufacturing operation there which will create up to 70 
jobs.  
Source: Journal 29/10/10 

 
• Dodd Group, mechanical contractors has taken on 15 staff in Teesside 

and is looking to take on more.  
Source: Journal and Gazette 28/10/10 

 
• Maxim Brewery, Houghton-le-Spring, has appointed 2 new brewers. 

Source: Northern Echo 28/10/10 
 
• Harvest Energy, Seal Sands, has reinstated 16 staff at former Biofuels 

Corporation plant who lost their jobs last year. 
Source: Northern Echo 28/10/10 

 
• Clugston Construction announced the creation of >80 jobs in the 

region. 
Source: Northern Echo 28/10/10 

 
• Bannatyne’s Health Club has submitted plans for new offices in 

Darlington which could result in 130 jobs. 
Source: Northern Echo 28/10/10 
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• Spark Response, Gateshead, which handles calls and ships goods for 

retailers and other clients, launched major recruitment drive creating 
130 jobs in run up to Christmas. 
Source: Journal 28/09/10 

 
• Athenaeum Developments Ltd, Sunderland, plans to redevelop Springs 

Health Club on Teesside Park creating 60 full time jobs and 60 
construction jobs. 
Source: Journal 27/10/10 

 
• Contemporary Hair Salons, planning to open branch in Darlington, 10 

jobs to be created. 
Source: Northern Echo 27/10/10 

 
• Mitsubishi Chemical Corporation and Lucite International’s new plant 

will create 24 new jobs and sustain the supply chain. 
Source: Northern Echo and Journal 27/10/10 

 
• Silvery Tweed Cereals Ltd, Berwick, has secured its 70-strong 

workforce and expanded with 6 new staff 
Source: Journal 27/10/10 

 
• Thyssen Krup Talent, Newton Aycliffe, car parts manufacturer has 

created 46 permanent jobs.  
Source: Northern Echo 28/10/10  

 
• Green Stag Solutions, business entrepreneurship advisory company, 

launched by Emily Keep in Newcastle. 1 job. 
Source: Journal 27/10/10 

 
• Sita UK and Sembcorp UK, Teesside will create 50 permanent jobs 

and 200 jobs in construction during the 3-year build of its household 
waste plant. It will also safeguard many supply chain jobs.  
Source: Journal 26/10/10, Gazette 02/11/10, Gazette 17/11/10 

 
• She’s Gott It, events management, has expanded to offices in Chester-

le-Street and taken on 2 new staff. 
Source: Journal 26/10/10 

 
• Squigglers, a painting club for children and parents, launched in South 

Tyneside. 1 job. 
Source: Journal 25/10/10 

 
• The Station Rooms, new restaurant at Tynemouth Station launches 

and created 4 new jobs. 
Source: Journal 25/10/10 
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• International Innovative Technologies, Gateshead, is creating >100 
jobs.  
Source: Northern Echo and Journal 22/10/10 

 
• Touch Local, online directory company is creating 100 jobs in its 

Stockton contact centre Enable Media 
Source: Journal 22/10/10 

 
• Posterbikes, mobile advertising business from Northumberland, 

launched by James Davidson: 1 job with more to come. 
Source: Journal 21/10/10 

 
• Rosewill’s Charms, online shop of jewellery maker Dawn Mclean is 

opening the Rosewill Cottage Shop in Whitley Bay: 1 job.  
Source: Journal 20/10/10 

 
• LamasaTech, Sunderland-based software firm has trebled its 

workforce in under a year, most recently recruiting 5 new staff.  
Source: Journal 21/10/10 

 
• UK Haptics plans to add another 20 staff over next two years.  

Source: Journal 21/10/10 
 
• Washington Developments’ hotel, homes and golf club project will 

create 300 construction jobs and 90 permanent jobs whilst 
safeguarding the original 30.  
Source: Northern Echo 21/10/10, Journal 31/01/11 

 
• Lanchester Dairies, Durham, has created 6 extra jobs to cope with 

extra ice cream orders with more expected to created next year as 
dairy is in talks to supply more Tesco stores.  
Source: Journal 20/10/10 

 
• Priory Group, the UK’s leading independent mental healthcare provider 

is relocating its UK finance department to Darlington, creating 50 jobs 
and planning to double the operation in the next two to three years. 
Source: Northern Echo 19/10/10, Journal 20/10/10, Evening Gazette 

19/10/10 
 
• Air Products is seeking planning approval for gasification plant at 

Haverton Hill which will create 700 construction jobs and 50 permanent 
positions. 
Source: Evening Gazette 19/10/10, 02/11/10, 08&14/12/10, 24/01/11, 

17/02/11, Echo 17/02/11 
 
• All England Gas, Stockton, is expanding, creating 10 jobs with the 

potential for more. 
Source: Evening Gazette 19/10/10 
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• Marks & Spencer will recruit 948 extra employees in the NE for the 
Christmas period.  
Source: Northern Echo 16/10/10 

 
• Network Rail in the North East have taken on 10 apprentices on their 

three-year skilled maintenance engineering technicians programme.  
Source: Northern Echo 16/10/10 

 
• Tesco will create 759 jobs at a new superstore and four smaller units 

as part of multi-million pound investment in Sunderland.  
Source: Journal 15/10/10 

 
• Driver, the global construction consultancy is expanding NE operation, 

making office in Yarm the centre for its project services operations and 
creating jobs: 8 new jobs and more to come. 
Source: Northern Echo 15/10/10 

 
• Pearson-Harper, Stockton engineering firm have created 22 jobs in the 

NE following contract wins. 
Source: Northern Echo 12/10/10, 30/03/11 and Journal 12/10/10 

 
• Amec, engineering firm with industrial HQ in Darlington has secured 

100 jobs after contract win to undertake pioneering work on a 
Government-backed project to combat climate change 
Source: Northern Echo 08/10/10 

 
• Village Farm Dairy near Sedgefield is creating 3 jobs. 

Source: Darlington & Stockton Times 08/10/10 
 
• Busness Angel NE, local business support agency has helped create 

16 new businesses and 25 new jobs.   
Source: Journal 12/10/10 and 02/12/10 

 
• Tesco’s banking arm creates 1000 jobs in the North East. 500 already 

recruited, 500 over next two years, for customer contact centre in North 
Tyneside.  
Source: Journal 06/10/10, 15/12/10 

 
• PD Ports’ contract win with Taylors of Harrogate will create 20 jobs.  

Source: Northern Echo 06/10/10 
 
SEPTEMBER: 

 
• Trilogy Investments could create 400 new jobs in Gateshead with a 

purchase of the former ILVA furniture warehouse. 
Source: The Journal 30/09/10 

 
• Eutechnyx, Gateshead, will create 85 new jobs after Nascar games 

contract win.  
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Source: Journal 30/09/10 and 03/11/10 
 
• GeeGee Couture, a horse and country-wear supplies store, on the site 

of a family car showroom in Hartlepool where former car dealer, Mark 
Tones, has diversified is planning expansion in premises and staff. 1 
job. 
Source: Northern Echo 30/09/10 

 
• TAG Energy Solutions will create 400 jobs on Teesside and recycle a 

historic shipyard with new offshore wind turbine factory. 
Source: Journal and Northern Echo 28/09/10, Echo 04/01/11 

 
• Liberty Electric Cars, Cramlington, Northumberland will create 500 jobs 

with its electric cars contract with China.  
Source: Journal 28/09/10 

 
• Border Homebake bakery, Northumberland, creates 2 new jobs. 

Source: Journal 28/09/10 
 
• BHive Business Centre in Teesside has created 18 new small 

businesses with 50 jobs overall so far.   
Source: Evening Gazette 24/09/10 

 
• Intelect UK, Middlesbrough electrical and engineering specialist plans 

130 new jobs over the next 12 months. 
Source: Journal 24/09/10 

 
• Katmex, Stockton engineering firm, saved company and 55 jobs with a 

management buyout and 35 new jobs to be created by end of the year.  
Source: Evening Gazette 22/09/10 

 
• Euro Hostel’s Newcastle office project will create 40 new jobs.  

Source: Journal 20/10/10 
 
• Crownfold, the North East’s biggest independent home improvement 

company based in Gateshead, has created 50 jobs (doubling in size 
over the last two years) and will create another 25 over the next year.  
Source: Journal 20/10/10 

 
• Formula Plastics, Newtown Aycliffe, has taken on extra staff for the 

Nissan Juke contract. The workforce is now 3 members larger than 
before economic downturn. 
Source: Northern Echo 19/10/10 

 
• European Metal Recycling has created 10 jobs and expects to create 

more at the Darlington facility.  
Source: Evening Gazette 14/10/10, Northern Echo 18/10/10 
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• Nifco UK, car parts manufacturer in Stockton, will create 90 new jobs 
and take on another 50 previous employees for its new production line. 
Source: Evening Gazette 14/10/10, 24/01/11, and Journal 15/10/10 

 
• Brims Construction, Sunderland, is the appointed contractor on the 

centre for creative businesses to be created at the former Maynard’s 
factory in Newcastle. The site has the potential to create 12 businesses 
and 47 jobs in addition to safeguarding 111 jobs and remediating a 
major brownfield site. 
Source: Northern Echo 17/09/10 

 
• Sita UK is creating >160 jobs by building the North East Energy 

Recovery Centre at Haverton Hill.  
Source: Northern Echo 17/09/10, Gazette 02/11/10 

 
• Balfour Beatty new offices in region announced in September. Balfour 

Beatty creating 200 jobs in accounts and payroll. 
Source: The Journal 14/09/10 

 
• Christina Marie Beauty Therapy, Mobile styling company, launched in 

NE is planning to take on staff. 2 jobs. 
Source: The Journal nebusiness 13/09/10 

 
• Homefix 24/7, Middlesbrough-based emergency repair firm expands 

creating 160 new jobs, +50 potential.  
Source: The Journal 13/09/10 

 
• Banks Developments’ 4-turbine wind farm at Stillington will supply up to 

50,000 homes and create 30 construction jobs.  
Source: Northern Echo, 11/09/10 

 
• Clervaux Artisan Bakery and Café, Darlington, has opened, creating 8 

full time jobs.  
Source: D&S 03/09/10 
 

 
AUGUST: 

 
• Corus/Tata’s offshore wind turbine manufacturing plant will create 220 

jobs.  
Source: The Journal 14/08/10 
 

 
NEW INVESTMENT AND CONTRACTS: 
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FEBRUARY 2015 
 

• Koru, a Gateshead construction firm, has helped secure the future of 
one of the region’s oldest cricket clubs after winning an £870,000 
contract to build a new clubhouse. 

Source: The Journal 16/02/15 
 

• Newcastle-headquartered Patrick Parsons has secured a £13m 
contract for a renovation project at a hotel in the city. 

Source: Insider Media 16/02/15 
 

• Newcastle-based training provider NCT has secured three major 
training contracts worth £1.4m to provide apprenticeships and support 
workforce development in the region. 

Source: Insider Media 13/02/15 
 

• Deerness Fencing & Landscaping, part of Esh Group, has started 2015 
well winning a £400,000 framework contract for a fourth term to provide 
grounds’ maintenance services at the University of Sunderland. 

Source: BDaily 12/02/15 
 

• Owen Pugh has invested £240,000 in new equipment to increase 
quarry production. 

Source: The Northern Echo 10/02/15 
 

• Sedgefield-headquartered Kromek has secured a series of contracts 
worth $1.1m (£721,000) across sectors including manufacturing, 
medical, and security. 

Source: Insider Media 09/02/15 
 

• The River Bar, Washington, has unveiled a £500k refit that has seen 
the bar transformed into one of the area’s most popular destinations. 

Source: BDaily 06/02/15 
 

• Omlis has secured £20m of contracts over the next five years and is 
triggering huge growth. 

Source: The Journal 05/02/15 
 

• Db Show Control & Automation, a five-man South Shields business 
which helps design some of the world’s most exhilarating multimedia 
show experiences, has announced an £800k contract in China – the 
biggest it has won. 

Source: BDaily 03/02/15 
 

• Up to 100 new construction jobs could be created in the North East 
following a £35m investment into the region by housing and 
regeneration specialist Keepmoat. 

Source: The Journal 02/02/15 
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• Clothing manufacturers AMA Group is on the verge of completing a 
contract with top fashion brand Marie Claire worth £3m over three 
years. 

Source: The Journal 01/02/15 
 
 
JANUARY 2015 
 

• The civil engineering arm of Durham-based Esh Group has invested 
more than £1m in additional and replacement capital equipment, and 
has undertaken a major expansion of its heavy goods vehicles (HGV). 

Source: Insider Media 27/01/15 
 

• Sunderland-based transport group Arriva has been awarded a five-year 
£9m contract to operate a bus service in the largest city in southern 
Serbia. 

Source: Insider Media 20/01/15 
 

• Calsonic Kansei has invested £800k in establishing a 100,000 sq ft 
warehousing building at Doxford International Technology Park, 
Sunderland. 
 

Source: BDaily 14/01/14 
 

• Luxury care provider Hadrian Healthcare is ploughing £20m into 
expansion plans this year after growing profits 34% despite incurring 
significant costs as it put development plans into action. 
 

Source: The Journal 14/01/15 
 

• Newton Aycliffe-based Stiller Warehousing and Distribution has won a 
£15m three year contract with Coveris Rigid UK and is to take on 10 
new staff. 

Source: The Northern Echo 14/01/15 

 

• Sunderland-based Urosens is creating four new jobs over the next six 
months following a £2m investment to continue its cancer work. 

Source: The Northern Echo 14/01/15 

 

• Lucion Environmental, in Gateshead, has invested £250,000 in two 
specialist laboratories and bought a new powerful microscope.  

Source: The Northern Echo 14/01/15 
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• Premo Fabrications, based on Aycliffe Business Park, has completed 
a £1.2m contract working on Manchester City’s £200m football 
academy. 

Source: The Northern Echo 14/01/15 

 

• Estover Energy was granted planning approval in summer 2013 to 
develop a biomass combined heat and power plant at Windmill 
Industrial Estate in Cramlington to supply neighbouring drugs 
manufacturers Aesica and MSD. The London and Edinburgh-based 
company has now increased its investment into the project from £80m 
to £125m – with plans to add 100 jobs on top of the 140 it announced 
at planning approval stage. 
 

Source: The Journal 09/01/15 
 

• A water treatment plant in Northumberland owned by Northumbrian 
Water is to benefit from a multimillion-pound upgrade. Warkworth 
Water Treatment Works (WTW) will undergo a £2.2m refurbishment to 
help "maintain and enhance top quality drinking water". 

Source: Insider Media 08/01/15 
 

• Darlington’s Lingfield Point Beehive building in £100k refurbishment. 

Source: BDaily 07/01/15 
 

• A partnership between Northumberland-based FES International and 
Orwell Offshore has landed an estimated contract worth $40m 
(£26.3m). 

Source: Insider Media 06/01/15 
 

• Peterlee-based environmental engineering specialist, GT Group, has 
purchased a £250k CNC Doosan Puma lathe to increase efficiencies 
and its production capabilities for the production of exhaust gas control 
systems. 

Source: BDaily 05/01/15 
 

• Housing and regeneration specialist Keepmoat has cemented its 
partnership with Your Homes Newcastle (YHN) by securing three new 
contracts worth around £11m. 

Source: The Journal 04/01/15 
 
 
DECEMBER 2014 
 



The North East Economy Notable News 

 

• Tees Valley-based Security technology specialist Petards has secured 
a £1.5m contract extension to supply train makers Bombardier with on-
board CCTV systems. 

Source: The Journal 23/12/14 
 

• A prominent Newcastle restaurant, the Waterside Palace, has 
reopened after a £600,000 make-over, turning it into a Thai eatery. 

Source: The Journal 23/12/14 
 

• A Middlesbrough-based taxi company has taken delivery of a new 
range of vehicles from local Ford dealer Jennings as part of an ongoing 
series of investments. 

 
The latest batch of vehicles has been delivered to Boro Taxis in time 
for the busy festive season and includes two 18-seater Ford Transit 
minibuses and four nine-seater Transit Custom Tourneo models. 

Source insidermedia.com 22/12/14 
 

• Tyne Rowing Club, which traces its roots back to 1852, is investing in a 
new boathouse for use by current and future generations of members, 
as well as acting as a facility for the local rowing community. 

 
Work is due to start on the £1m project in December, which will replace 
its current clubhouse on the same site in Newburn, with completion 
scheduled for next summer. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 19/12/14 
 

Washington-based Fastflow Pipeline Services has won a contract 
worth up to £270m over the next nine years, which comes on the back 
of an "extremely busy and successful" period for the company. 

Source insidermedia.com 18/12/14 
 

• Northeast digital product company Gospelware have succeeded in 
securing the largest digital healthcare account win in the region. 

 
Their new clients MoveLab are Newcastle University’s physical activity 
and exercise research group, who chose Gospelware to create a new 
digital platform aiming to reduce health risk and manage chronic 
disease. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 17/12/14 
 

• North Tyneside business, Elanders Ltd have invested £1 million in new 
digital printing equipment to expand their production capabilities. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 16/12/14 
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• Sedgefield-headquartered Kromek has won a number of new 
contracts, including one with a global security company for $1m 
(£636,000). 

 
The $1m contract is an extension to an existing one which it expects to 
deliver over the next 12 months. 

 
The company has also won a further £700,000 of contracts. Innovate 
UK, sponsored by the UK government's Department for Business, 
Innovation & Skills, has awarded Kromek a contract worth 
approximately £200,000 for an 18-month programme for the 
development of a novel radiation detector for the medical and nuclear 
markets. 

 
• NE Procurement awards £3 million contract to Newcastle’s J6 

Source bdaily.co.uk 09/12/14 
 
 

• Gateshead-based IT company Advantex Network Solutions has won a 
series of contracts worth more than £500,000. 

Source insidermedia.com 10/12/14 
 

• Darlington-headquartered kitchen fitter, Magnet is expanding into a 
12,000 sq ft property on Yarm Road Interchange Business Park, which 
is now close to full capacity. 

Source insidermedia.com 10/12/14 
 

• Wearside-based Sweeney Miller Solicitors has expanded north of the 
River Tyne into Newcastle as it looks to grow the business in 2015. 

 
The firm has opened a new office in Newcastle, headed up by 
company partner Surbhi Vedhara and experienced property solicitor 
Michael Storey who joined Sweeney Miller last year from Tyneside firm 
Samuel Phillips. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 08/12/14 
 

• Work has started on a £10m development which will create about 
16,000 sq ft of commercial office space at one of the last remaining 
sites on Newcastle's Quayside. 
 

Source insidermedia.com 08/12/14 
 

• Car parts maker Nifco already has the demand to build a third 
manufacturing facility having just opened its second. It also hopes to 
create almost 400 jobs over the next five years, its managing director 
told Insider. 

 
The company opened its second facility in Eaglescliffe this week (3 
December 2014) but Mike Matthews said the business is already 
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targeting a third facility, adding that there a number of locations being 
considered. 

Source insidermedia.com 05/12/14 
 
 

• Surgo Construction has started work on a £1.5m healthcare project in 
Ferryhill to replace an existing surgery with a purpose-built two-storey 
development. 

Source insidermedia.com 05/12/14 
 

• NFTG has built a bespoke 18 month training programme for one of the 
UK’s leading house builders, Persimmon Homes and its Combat to 
Construction scheme.               

Source bdaily.co.uk 01/12/14 
 
 
NOVEMBER 2014 
 
 
 

• North East training provider Nordic Focus Training Group (NFTG) has 
won a significant contract to help ex-military staff gain employment 
after service. 

 
 
• The Mercure Newcastle George Washington Hotel in Washington, has 

invested £250k in a new Orangery and outside terrace, the expansion 
will create 30 new jobs. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 28/11/14 
 

• A North East construction company Surgo Construction has won five 
new contracts worth about £22m. 

Source insidermedia.com 24/11/14 
 

Newcastle-based Surgo Construction has responded to a steady 
increase in tender opportunities recently, which has led to the new 
work in the care, education and healthcare sectors, as well as a project 
on the River Tyne at HMS Calliope and a major renewable energy 
project. 

Source insidermedia.com 24/11/14 
 
• Cummins is investing £10.4m into its production and development 

facility in Darlington, creating 66 new jobs and safeguarding 725. 
Source insidermedia.com 24/11/14 
 
• Bar titans Tokyo Industries have breathed new life into the former 

cellars of a Bigg Market building to create a Bavarian bier hall. 
The bar and club company – the firm behind Newcastle’s Tokyo and 
Digital – has invested £650,000 into the cellars of the Royal Buildings 
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at City Vaults to create Stein Bier Keller, a venture also creating 50 
jobs. 

Source thejournal.co.uk 18/11/14 
 

• County Durham-based Inkland has won a contract worth £2m over four 
years which is set to safeguard staff that the company recently feared it 
might have to lay off. 

 
The deal is to provide its printing consumables products to North East 
print company Potts Print UK. 

Source insidermedia.com 14/11/14 
 

• Independent Cramlington construction firm, Howard Russell, is set to 
triple its turnover to £15 million following its latest contract win. 

 
The firm has been appointed as main contractor on a £2.5 million 
refurbishment of Mash Purveyors newly acquired 53,000 sq ft 
warehouse unit at the prestigious Park Royal Business Estate in 
northwest London.   

 
Source bdaily.co.uk 12/11/14 
 
 
• Durham’s Banks Group to invest £16 million in Teesdale wind farm and 

create 30 jobs 
Source bdaily.co.uk 14/11/14 
 
• A leisure firm is set to create up to 100 new North East jobs after 

investing a significant sum into a two-floor bar and restaurant in the 
heart of Newcastle city centre. 
The Botanist will be set across two floors of the Monument Mall 
development, which has undergone a multi-million pound 
refurbishment through owners Hammerson, turning it into a high class 
retail and leisure scheme. 
The impressive 8,000sqft bar and restaurant venue in Newcastle will 
create up to 100 new jobs and ahead of its official launch on December 
15, an investment of £75,000 will be dedicated to staff training. 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 11/11/14 
 

• A restaurant company in the North East has expanded after taking over 
the food operations at a town hall which has undergone a £1m 
refurbishment. 
Bill Oldfield, managing director of his namesake restaurant in Durham, 
has won two contracts with his recently launched Oldfields Events. 
The company will cater for Peterlee's Shotton Hall and will run the food 
operations and events at the Seaham Town Hall. 

Source Insidermedia.com 11/11/14 
 

• Home Group has appointed Technology Services Group (TSG), a 
national business with headquarters in Gosforth, to a three-year 
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contract to implement a new corporate intranet and extranet to improve 
communication and collaboration across the organisation. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 06/11/14 
 

• Tavistock Hospitality, owner of Best Western Grand Hotel, has 
invested £75,000 in creating the new 1908 Sports Bar - named after 
the year Hartlepool United FC was founded as a professional club in a 
meeting held at the Swainson Street hotel. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 05/11/14 
 

• Hebburn-based Castle Building Services has won a series of contracts 
worth £8.7m across the UK to work on luxury hotels and grade-II listed 
buildings. 

 
The company will work on a major redevelopment scheme in London to 
convert a property in Leicester Square into an 80-bedroom five-star 
hotel. 

Source Insidermedia.com 06/11/14 
 

• Tees Components Limited is spending more than £3 million to increase 
machining capabilities, lifting capacity and advanced manufacturing 
techniques at its base in Saltburn-by-the-Sea, East Cleveland. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 04/11/14 
 
 
• Hathor Inns is investing £750,000 into the former Bambu site to 

transform it into its first North East outlet of Filthy McNasty's and 
creating 30 new North East jobs. 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 03/11/14  
 
 
 
 
OCTOBER  
 

• Newton Aycliffe-based Tekmar Energy has won a major contract to 
supply its latest product to a wind farm project in the Netherlands. 

 
The company has been awarded the contract by cable installation 
contractor VBMS to supply TekTube, a subsea cable protection system 
designed to help drive down cost reduction, improve offshore 
installation rates and ensure cable integrity for the service life. 

Source insidermedia.com 31/10/14 
 

• Northallerton-based manufacturing company Allerton Steel is beaming 
over a contract win. They wil be producing the longest plate girders it 
has ever made which will be used as part of an earthquake-proof 
facility in Cheshire. 

Source insidermedia.com 30/10/14 
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• NES Global Talent’s Sunderland office is experiencing a "significant 
period of growth" due to the demand for engineering and technical 
expertise. 

 
The company has moved into larger offices in Doxford International 
Business Park and hired a senior recruitment consultant, Jennifer 
Peralta, in order to find talent for an increasing number of regional 
projects. 

Source insidermedia.com 30/10/14 
 

• Billingham-based Business Health Partners has won contracts with 
Formica Group and US-based technology company Compound 
Photonics, for which it will provide all aspects of employment well-being 
ranging from lung function testing to advising on employee absence, 
policy development and risk assessment. 

Source insidermedia.com 29/10/14 
 

• A Newton Aycliffe-based fireplace manufacturer is on track to grow 
sales by 20 per cent in 2015 after investing heavily in new product 
designs throughout the summer. 

 
CVO Fire is experiencing "continued growth" in demand for fireplaces, 
and has invested in new accounting and manufacturing systems to 
increase efficiency and boost sales. 

Source insidermedia.com 28/10/14 
 

• County Durham-based bakery Olivia’s Artisan Bakery & Cafe, is 
expanding its production facilities and branching out into new markets 
following a six figure investment. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 23/10/14 
• Work has started on two major housing developments in Tees Valley 

after the awarding of a £2.3m contract. 
Two partners in the Thirteen Group, Tristar Homes and Housing 
Hartlepool, are providing 15 homes in the Roseworth area of Stockton 
and ten homes in Throston, Hartlepool in a contract with construction 
company Gus Robinson Developments. 

Source Insidermedia.com 23/10/14 
 

• Silverstone Building Consultancy has been appointed to manage 
multiple building projects for a North East motor group as part of a 
ongoing investment programme. 

 
Two of the projects the Newcastle-based company is carrying out for 
Pulman Group include the development of a £2m ŠKODA retail 
concept and a £400,000 refurbishment of its existing Volkswagen 
showroom in Durham. 

Source insidermedia.com 22/10/14 
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• Wallsend-based coatings specialist Barrier has invested £250,000 in 
expanding its production capabilities to allow it to meet customer 
demand. 

 
• Durham’s Dyer Engineering creates 25 new jobs following £2.5 million 

investment 
Source bdaily.co.uk 22/10/14 
 
 

• Sunderland-headquartered Gentoo Construction has been named 
principal contractor on a £7m property development in 
Northumberland. 

 
The company has been appointed on behalf of Bernicia to work on the 
development, which includes the construction of residential properties 
and an elderly apartment scheme on the site of the former Ashington 
Hospital. 

Source insidermedia.com 20/10/14 
 

• Major investment at Tees Valley’s largest taxi firm has accelerated with 
the firm completing a £1 million investment ahead of schedule. 

 
In April, Boro Taxis spent £400k adding to its fleet and announced that 
it planned to spend another £600k on new vehicles during the next 12 
months. 

 
However, that strategy has accelerated and the firm this month 
(October) has taken delivery of ten new vehicles which arrived on a 
double decker transporter. 
 

Source bdaily.co.uk 16/10/14 
 

• Naylors Chartered Surveyors is to undertake a £1m refurbishment of a 
two-storey office building located on Team Valley. 

 
The Newcastle-based company will work on behalf of the landlord, a 
private London investor, to restore the 17,000 sq ft Talipot House in 
Gateshead. 

Source insidermedia.com 14/10/14 
 
• An industrial technology company has reaffirmed its commitment to the 

North East with the opening of a 61,000 sq ft £9m facility in Billingham 
which will create 50 jobs. 

 
The Measurement Technology Centre will house 150 employees at the 
Belasis Business Park Enterprise Zone and will provide Tracerco with a 
research, development and engineering test centre for its team of 
scientists and engineers. 
 

Source Insidermedia.com 15/10/14 
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• Retail entrepreneur Graham Kennedy, who invested more than £750k 

in three flagship fish and chip takeaway and restaurants in Durham, 
has expanded his empire into Tyne & Wear. 

 
Graham Kennedy, owner of Bells, has launched a fourth outlet in the 
multi-million pound Teal Farm development in Washington, creating 10 
ten jobs. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 1410/14 
 

• Newcastle grooming business Alpha Male Grooming today announced 
expansion plans with the purchase of their premises, following funding 
from Barclays. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 13/10/14 
 

• The owners of a North East business park are increasing their 
investment in the site to £8m. 

 
The CreateCity Group, which owns and has already invested a total of 
around £5m in The Future Business Park, will invest a further £3m in 
140,000 sq ft of warehousing, logistics and office space. 

Source insidermedia.com 13/10/14 
 

• Grand Central Rail is to invest £7.8m to improve the reliability, capacity 
and comfort of its services over the next 12 years. 

 
The company, a subsidiary of Sunderland-based transport group 
Arriva, is making the investment following the extension of its operating 
license, which gives it permission to run trains between London, the 
North East and Yorkshire until 2026. 

Source insidermedia.com 13/10/14 
 

• Beamish is embarking on an exciting £17 million project, which 
includes building a 1950s Town and Farm, overnight accommodation 
and a centre for people living with dementia. 

 
Key outcomes include creating 95 jobs and 50 apprenticeships, as well 
as attracting 100,000 more visitors a year and enhancing learning and 
volunteering opportunities. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 09/10/14 
 

• Hitachi Rail Europe will manufacture 70 trains at its Newton Aycliffe 
facility for the ScotRail franchise. 

 
The company was confirmed as the preferred supplier by Dutch 
transport group Abellio, which in turn was chosen by Transport 
Scotland to operate the new franchise. 

Source insidermedia.com 10/10/14 
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• Northumbrian Candleworks has expanded to a larger office space in 
Hexham following a number of recent contract wins. 

 
Source Insidermedia.com 09/10/14 
 

• A North East-headquartered events company is celebrating a record 
summer after securing new contracts all over the UK and working with 
a major TV programme. 

 
Simply Bows and Chair Covers is an event and wedding specialist 
which was set up in 2008 by Sarah Pittendrigh and now has a 
franchise network across the UK. 

 
All of the company's franchises have reported a "huge increase" in the 
number of events completed this summer, with more than 500 
weddings being dressed during June, July and August. 
 

Source Insidermedia.com 09/10/14 
 
 

• Thornaby-based Reef Subsea has won a contract with AREVA Wind 
GmbH, to provide support for a North Sea wind farm. 
The charter of the Reef Subsea vessel begins this month and is 
expected to continue until at least February 2015, with the option to 
extend the contract further. 

Source bqlive.co.uk 09/10/14 
 
 

• The Finance for Business North East Technology Fund (NETF) has 
completed a £1.2m investment in Sedgefield-based IBEX Innovations. 
 

Source insidermedia.com 07/10/14 
 

• Northumberland contract packing firm APS has secured a string of 
contracts worth £250,000. 
 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 07/10/14 
 

• Northumbrian Water has won a contract to design, build, finance and 
operate a new waste water treatment works in Gibraltar.The 
construction value of the project is £22 million, after which a 20 year 
operation and maintenance phase will commence. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 06/10/14 
 

• Gateshead-based technology company ITPS has almost doubled 
turnover in the last 18 months on the back of a series of multimillion-
pound contract wins which are expected to "underpin further growth 
plans". 
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The contract wins are for clients including "one of the UK’s largest 

housing providers", and a household name in the financial services 

industry, which has boosted turnover from £11m to £21m. 

Source Insidermeida.com 06/10/14 

 
• The UK’s first ‘digital-only’ bank Atom Bank, founded by Newcastle-

born entrepreneur Anthony Thompson, has awarded a contract to 
North East property consultants JK Property Consultants, appointing 
the firm to secure office accommodation. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 01/10/14 
 

• Care provider Springfield Healthcare is set to open a new £800k 
supported living development in Hartlepool, a concept designed to 
enable young adults with learning difficulties to live independently in 
the community. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 01/10/14 
 

• NCS, a County Durham construction firm based in Chester le Street,  
has won a £1.5m contract to help turn a North East town into a seafood 
tourist destination. 

Source BQlive.co.uk 02/10/14 
 

• The managing director of Durable Technologies has invested more 
than £200,000 into setting up his own manufacturing facility in 
Hartlepool and developing a supply chain which includes several local 
businesses. 

Source BQlive.co.uk 02/10/14 
 

• Hotel chain Tune has invested more than £8m on renovating Proctor 
House, an Edwardian building last used as the Kublai Khan restaurant 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 01/10/14 
 
• Housing organisation Thirteen Group has appointed  Groundwork 

North East to deliver more than £4.6m of environmental improvements 
in Stockton, Middlesbrough and Hartlepool in 2014/15 as part of a five-
year £12m investment plan. 

Source insidermedia.com 01/10/14 
 
 
SEPTEMBER 2014 
 

• Adept Professional Services is set to invest £100,000 and create 19 
jobs after securing finance from Northstar Ventures' Finance for 
Business North East Accelerator Fund. 

Source insidermedia.com 30/09/14 
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• Rapidly growing restaurant chain Prezzo is creating new North East 
jobs by opening a new eaterie in Newcastle. 

 
The firm is investing £500,000 on the transformation the former Strada 
restaurant site in the city’s Old Eldon Square into a Prezzo Italian 
restaurant, which will bring 15 new jobs. 

 
• Newcastle-based PR agency ramarketing has expanded its leisure and 

hospitality portfolio after securing a contract with Fluid Group. 
Source Insidermedia.com 29/09/14 
 

• Peter Johnson funeral directors of South Tyneside, have bucked a 
long-standing trend as it opens its fourth branch. 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 29/09/14 
 

• Newcastle-based commercial law firm, Muckle LLP, have won a two-
year contract with the governing body for athletics in England, England 
Athletics, meaning Muckle will be the body’s sole provider of legal 
services during this time. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 23/09/14 
 

• Wallsend-based construction firm, Turney Wylde Construction Limited, 
has won a contract to begin work on a Darlington school, 
Hummersknott Academy, following a £1.3 million investment into the 
school’s facilities. 
 
Hummersknott Academy is investing £400,000 in the new facilities with 
a further £877,683 coming from the Education Funding Agency, which 
amounts to a total investment of £1.3 million. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 22/09/14 
 
 

• Vikas Kapil and Craig Hawkes, both 28-year-old graduates of 
Newcastle University, started DocYOUmentary Films in March this 
year, with seed funding from a family member. 

 
With a £15,000 investment in film equipment the business has 
successfully been marketed through Facebook and Google. 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 22/09/14 
 

• North East PR and marketing agency, DTW, has won a £400k contract 
with the Law Society of England and Wales. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 19/09/14 
 

• North East investment firm Middleton Enterprises has increased its 
stake in Tyneside cable management company D-Line. 

Source bqlive.co.uk 19/09/14 
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Pharmaceutical company, Macleods Pharmaceuticals Ltd, with more 
than 10,000 employees worldwide has opened its first UK office in 
Teesside at Wynyard Park House. 

Source Insidermedia.com 19/09/14 
 

• Sunderland-based property group, Gentoo Group, have been 
appointed by South Tyneside Homes as the new contractor to 
complete the Decent Homes Programme, in South Tyneside 

Source Bdaily.co.uk 16/09/14 
 

• Yarm School, in Stockton, has announced a £2.5 million investment in 
its rowing and sports facilities, which has been approved by Stockton 
Borough Council. 

 
The school intends to construct a superb new boat house, boat storage 
facility and a full-sized floodlit all-weather sports surface for hockey and 
tennis. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 16/09/14 
 

• Family-owned North East mining firm, Banks Mining, has won a 
contract to carry out maintenance work on the site of a former coal 
surface mine in South Lanarkshire. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 12/09/14 
 

• A North East electronics firm has invested more than £1m in new 
machinery to bolster its position within the industry as it looks towards 
a bright future having securing new contracts. 
 
Stadium Group, in Hartlepool, has fitted a new production line to 
support its continued growth following very positive first half year 
growth. 
 

Source – The Northern Echo 10/09/2014 
 

• A Skelton-based company has secured a "major" contract from bio 
diesel producer Harvest Energy. 

 
Pipeline Precision Engineering (PPE) carries out vessel, piping and 
structural fabrication work, and has manufactured and installed large 
chambers that Harvest uses to store its bio diesel. 

Source Insidermedia.com 04/09/14 
 

• The Angel Inn at Corbridge has invested about £120,000 to create 
Angelfish. 

Source Insidermedia.com 04/09/14 
 

• JDR Cable Systems, a manufacturer of high-specification subsea 
power cables, has won a contract to supply more than 59 miles of 
cable for the Dudgeon offshore wind farm from its Hartlepool facility. 

Source: Insidermedia.com 03/09/14 
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• Bristol Street Motors is investing in a new multi-million pound 

dealership in Newcastle. 
Bristol Street Motors Newcastle, which is expected to open in late 
August, will be a multi-brand site offering new Alfa Romeo, Fiat and 
Jeep cars. 
Part of Vertu Motors PLC, the sixth largest motor retailer in the UK, the 
dealership will increase the Group’s outlets to 109 and create up to 30 
new jobs. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 02/09/14 
 

• Local entrepreneur Steve Grainger is making the investment – of an 
undisclosed sum - into Tiger Hornsby Events, a business established 
by former Diageo executive Rachael Frame. 

Source bq-magazine.co.uk 01/09/14 
 
AUGUST 
 
 
 

• Northgate Vehicle Hire has made a £150,000 investment in its North 
Shields branch in an attempt to enhance its vehicle hire offering in the 
Tyne and Wear area. 

Source: Insidermedia.com 29/08/14 
 

• Express Engineering invest £1.5m in unique machinery at Gateshead 
factory. The multi-tasking Mazak machine is the first of its kind in the 
UK and only the second in Europe. 
30 jobs are being created by the investment, bringing the number of 
people employed in the company’s oil and gas business to 315. 

Source. Thejournal.co.uk 29/08/14 
 

• Story Homes is opening its first permanent Newcastle office at the end 
of September following a £100k refurbishment of Panther House at the 
Newcastle Business Park. 

 
The Cumbrian company’s move will allow for the creation of new jobs 
in the region. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 27/08/14 
 

• Sunderland-based Onyx Scientific has been appointed by Cancer 
Research UK to manage several of its drug development projects. 

 
The contract research and manufacturing organisation is now 
supporting the charity across a portfolio of drug substance campaigns 
covering the development and manufacturing of active pharmaceutical 
ingredients (API) for use in clinical trials 

Source bdaily.co.uk 27/08/14 
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• Jessica McCarthy, owner of childrenswear brand Baggers Originals, 
has just secured a deal to sell the first branded products into global 
retailer Monsoon. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 27/08/14 
 
• Razorblue, based in Catterick is expanding and creating jobs after 

securing work worth more than £2m. 
Source Northern Echo 28/08/14 
 
 

• Tekmar Energy, in Newton Aycliffe, hopes to create jobs after a multi-
million pound energy development deal strengthened its expansion. 

Source Northern Echo 27/08/14 
 

• PJA Distribution Limited today announced expansion plans as they 
move to new premises with funding from Barclays. 
The new premises at Ashbank House, 1 Sadler Forster Way, Teesside 
Industrial Estate, Stockton on Tees, will provide double the space for 
the company’s rapid three year expansion plan. 
The firm now employs over 55 staff locally and turnover has increased 
from £1.5million in 2012 to an anticipated turnover of over £7million this 
year. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 26/08/14 
 

• JDR Cable Systems, a manufacturer of high-specification subsea 
power cables, has signed a contract with German company Siem 
Offshore Contractors to supply an offshore wind farm. 

 
The company will provide more than 40 miles of aluminium core inter-
array cable for the Nordsee One Offshore Wind Farm, which is set to 
form part of Germany's largest offshore wind farm cluster. 

Source:  Insidermedia.com 22/08/14 
 

• Norwegian porcelain brand Figgio has appointed Peterlee-based 
tableware specialists Goodfellow and Goodfellow to launch its new 
ranges. 

 
The deal that will also see Goodfellows take over all new promotional 
and distribution activities for the Scandinavian brand in the UK, from 
September 1. 

Source: bq-magazine.co.uk 22/08/14 
 

• Several Durham businesses are working on the construction of Consett 
Academy, at the town’s Belle Vue site. 

 
To date, contracts worth in excess of £5.7m have been awarded to 
County Durham firms as part of the overall project, creating jobs and 
apprenticeship opportunities. 

Source: bdaily.co.uk 20/08/14 
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• A Newcastle-based marketing and PR business has secured three new 
pharmaceutical and chemistry clients from across the UK. 

 
As a result, Ramarketing will provide Teesside-based global chemistry 
specialist Fine Industries, Nottingham-based Reach Separations and 
Innovative Physical Organic Solutions at the University of Huddersfield 
with marketing services, including PR, design, social media and web 
development. 

Source insidermedia.com 21/08/14 
 

• Construction has begun on the £15m Northumbrian Hills holiday resort 
located between Morpeth and Alnwick. 

 
The development, led by Burgham Park Golf Club owner William Kiely, 
promises 60 jobs across the 235-acre site. 
  

Source Thejournal.co.uk 20/08/14 
 

• Coffee company Beanies The Flavour Co aims to increase its product 
portfolio and distribution with a £300,000 investment. 

 
The County Durham business manufactures a growing range of ground 
and instant coffees, with around 30 flavours already available and more 
in development. 

Source bqmagazine.co.uk 20/08/14 
 

• One of the UK’s leading investment and wealth management 
companies has established its second office in the North East. 

 
Sanlam Private Wealth has set up a new operation in Teesdale, 
Stockton on Tees, from which it will offer services ranging from 
investment management and stockbroking to financial planning, 
retirement and tax planning services. 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 20/08/14 
 

• Tyneside technology services outfit Forfusion have turned over a 
record £1.4m thanks to over 20 new contract wins with large clients. 

 
The Cobalt Business Park-based unified communications firm, which 
currently employs 24, says turnover has increased turnover by 120% in 
the last 12 months 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 20/08/14 
 

• South Shields-based Solar Solve Marine has won separate contracts 
for its roller screen product to be installed on two US ships. 

 
The company makes high performance sunscreens, marine shades 
and ship blinds for navigation bridge windows. 
 
The combined total of the contracts is more than $30,000 (£17,936). 
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• Manufacturing business Durham Precision Engineering (DPE) is set to 
expand thanks to funding from Barclays. 

 
Based in Newton Aycliffe, the business has invested the funding into 
new machinery, which has provided a greater level of automation and 
has increased the capacity of its workload. 

Source: insidermedia.com 19/08/14 
 

• A derelict pub in central Newcastle is to be converted into a ‘traditional 
public house with a unique twist’ in a £400,000 project by one of the 
city’s best known restaurateurs. 

 
The Greyhound, on Pitt Street, is now set to reopen under new 
ownership as The Earl of Pitt Street – a venue which aims to remain 
true to its roots as a traditional pub, but which offers exquisite food and 
interior décor described as ‘Vivienne Westwood meets Alfred 
Hitchcock.’ 

Source bdaily.co.uk 18/08/14 
 

• Gateshead-based asbestos management firm Lucion has signed a 
three-year contract with Tadea’s Effective Transport Solutions driver 
training centre, based in Billingham. 

 
Lucion Environmental is the first company to sign up to the new 
service, which officially launched in July. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 18/08/14 
 

Finley Structures has recently completed a 1,400-tonne project for 
Nissan, constructing the steel frame for the Japanese car 
manufacturer’s new facility in Washington, and is currently working on 
a 300-tonne contract for the National Biologics Centre in Darlington for 
contractors Interserve. 

 
In addition, Finley has just started work on Middlesbrough Council’s 
state-of-the-art Sports Village, erecting 500 tonnes of steel for main 
contractor Willmott Dixon. 

 
The  company has now won a 500-tonne contract for Bam Construction 
at Teesside University, due to start in September, as well as a 1,900-
tonne project for Sir Robert McAlpine at the £650m Victoria Gate retail 
development in Leeds, which is planned to open in late 2016. 

Source Aycliffetoday.co.uk 13/08/14 
 

• Tees company Medics UK is riding high after providing emergency 
cover at Le Tour Yorkshire and being asked to care for the stars of 
Downton Abbey while filming takes place at Alnwick. 
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The company recently won contracts to supply medics to Technip and 
Northern Marine Management – a move that saw turnover increase to 
more than £1m. 

Source insidermedia.com 18/08/14 
 

• Newcastle based Shepherd Engineering Services (SES) has won two 
high profile contracts worth £13m. 

 
• A Sunderland AFC subsidiary has won a contract to act as a catering 

supplier and ticketing agent for SoundWaves 2014 – an open-air 
concert in South Shields. 
 
As part of the contract, 1879 Events Management will sell tickets for 
the bank holiday event from the box office at the Stadium of Light. 

Source:insidermedia.com 13/08/14 
 

• A Newcastle-headquartered software company has won more than 
£500,000 of new business after securing two "major" contracts. 

 
SGP Consulting secured the contracts with Hewlett-Packard (HP) and 
International Nuclear Services (INS) 

Source insidermedia.com 13/08/14. 
 

• Tata Steel has won £10m of contracts with one of the world’s leading 
suppliers to the offshore industry. 

 
The global steel producer’s mills at Hartlepool will supply undersea 
pipes to four North Sea projects on behalf of engineering, construction 
and subsea services firm Subsea 7. 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 12/08/14 
 
• A brother and sister business team who have created a successful 

retro sweet shop chain are looking to hire ten new members of staff. 
Clare and Paul Laing, who run Bit-A-Sweet, with shops in Morpeth and 
Seahouses, have enjoyed continued growth across the last 12 months, 
and are now expanding. 
After opening their first shop in Seahouses with £25,000 investment, 
the pair have gone on to open a shop in Morpeth and a full warehouse 
operation servicing their online business. 
 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 12/08/14 
 
 
• Tim Wilks, who launched Lane7 in central Newcastle last year, is to 

partner skilled chef Ellie Richmond and experienced bar manager Jack 
Bowles with the opening of The Fox Hole, on the site of the former 
Carlbury Arms in Piercebridge, west of Darlington 

. 
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The site is currently being given a £250,000 overhaul, which, once 
opened later this summer, will create up to 15 new full and part time 
jobs. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 07/08/14 
 

• £15 million Northumbrian holiday home development to create 100 
jobs. 
Entrepreneur William Kiely, owner of Burgham Park Golf Club in 
Northumberland, has invested in £15 million Northumbrian Hills holiday 
home development. 
 
Northumbrian Hills will have 50 stone cottages priced from £235k. 
Brims Construction have been appointed on the project. 

Source Bdaily.co.uk 07/08/14 
 

• Sunderland housing and construction group Gentoo has won an £8m 
contract to build a luxury housing complex in Northumberland. 

 
The firm will start work on the development at Lucker Hall, in North 
Northumberland, in September. 

Source Thejournal.co.uk  08/08/14 
 

• Stockton headquartered Onyx Group has been awarded a place on a 
telecommunications framework that will see it supply IT connectivity 
services for the UK education and research sector. 

 
The initiative is being run by the charity Jisc, which aims to make the 
UK to be the most digitally advanced education and research nation in 
the world. 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 08/08/14 
 
 

• Newcastle Science City supported web-based patient management 
company, Cievert Ltd., has completed deals which will see the roll out 
of its software across two major NHS Foundation Trusts in Nottingham 
and Colchester. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 06/08/14 
 

• Innovative electronics manufacturer Turbo Power Systems, based in 
Gateshead, is powering ahead with plans to swell its ranks after 
securing contracts in new renewable energy markets. 

 
In a stock exchange announcement to shareholders the firm 
announced new contract wins with UK Power Networks, a firm which 
had already enlisted Turbo Power Systems to supply a ground-
breaking new design of electrical energy controller. 
 
The company has now announced a further order from UKPN for the 
prototype units to be used in the trails, as well as a $3.4m order from 
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Bombardier for auxiliary power units – deals which will now see jobs 
created at the Gateshead headquarters. 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 07/08/14 
 
 

• County Durham  based Altec Engineering  has announced it is 
investing £1.5m as part of expansion plans which will see it almost 
double the size of its premises. 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 05/07/14 
 

• Sedgefield-headquartered Kromek has been awarded a 12 month 
contract, worth up to $1.23m (£731,120), with the US Defense 
Advanced Research Projects Agency (DARPA) to develop a portable 
radiation detection system. 

Source insidermedia.com 04/08/14 
 

• Bristol Street Motors Ford Durham is celebrating two successful years 
in the city with a £2m investment in the dealership. 

 
Based in Carrville, Bristol Street Motors added the showroom to its 
portfolio in July 2012 

Source insidermedia.com 04/08/14 
 

• The North East saw a surge in take-up of industrial space in the first 
half of 2014, a report by Knight Frank has revealed. 

 
A total of 1.28m sq ft of logistics and industrial space was taken up in 
the first six months – double the figure recorded in the last half of 2013 
and 72% above the five-year biannual average. 

 
Simon Haggie, partner, industrial agency at Knight Frank says the 
activity at the start of this year reflected the strong, pent-up demand 
that was evident at the end of 2013. 

 
Haggie revealed a new tenant will soon be taking over a former 
pharmaceutical plant in Peterlee. 

 
Bristol Laboratories, a £78m turnover firm which is engaged in the 
development, manufacture, marketing and distribution of medicines 
and formulation brands, is poised to set up a North East base. 

 
Source Thejournal.co.uk 04/08/14 

• A County Durham company which makes steel-framed buildings to 
house livestock is winning new business overseas with support from 
UK Trade & Investment (UKTI). 
 

Source insidermedia.com 
 



The North East Economy Notable News 

 

• IT business On:trac has won a multimillion-pound contract from 
Network Rail which will create 15 additional support roles at its 
Gateshead office. 

Source insidermedia.com 01/08/14 
 
 
 
JULY 
 

• A £250,000 dredging operation by Able UK has improved access to its 
Able Seaton Port facility on the Tees. 

 
The operation, which took 12 days to complete involved two vessels 
dredging the Seaton Channel providing access to the 126-acre Able 
Seaton Port. 

Source insidermedia.com 31/071/4 
 
 
• ITPS is investing £2m to create the North East's biggest data centre 

and combined business recovery space, in a move that will create 25 
jobs. 
The new 33,000 sq ft building in Chester le Street will become 
Gateshead-based ITPS' fourth data centre. 

Source insidermedia.com 29/07/14 
 
 

• Sunderland has witnessed a resurgence of investment activity with 
institutional investors showing keen interest in the city’s retail and 
leisure sectors. 

 
Property adviser, DTZ’s sale of the Wilkinson’s department store on 
Fawcett Street in Sunderland for £7.5m reflecting a net initial yield of 
7.1%, typifies this confidence in the city. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 29/071/4 
 

• Jobs have been created as digital firm Leighton has secured a major 
contract with North East neighbours Home Group. 

 
The Houghton-le-Spring based web designers have been contracted to 
develop housing provider Home Group’s web and mobile presences. 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 28/07/14 
 

• The growth in the UK offshore wind market has helped Complete 
Fabrication Services (CFS) triple its turnover in just twelve months, 
creating an additional ten jobs in the process. 
 
The firm is now turning its attention to creating a centralised 10,000 sq 
ft factory, which will give it the necessary capacity to grow and take on 
even bigger fabrication structures. 
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The firm is making a £1 million investment in the factory thanks to a 
£300,000+ grant from GROW:OffshoreWind’s Flexible Enabling 
Funding. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 23/07/14 
 

• A new outdoor activity centre has opened in Saltburn thanks to an 
investment from Tata Steel subsidiary UK Steel Enterprise. 

 
Valley Adventures, a business set up by fitness instructors Dan 
Fawkes and Simon Palmer, has launched the venture with the help of 
£3,000 from UK Steel Enterprise's Regeneration Fund. 

Source insidermedia.com 24/071/4 
 

• Global rail freight specialist Freightliner is to move to Teesport, which 
will see a £3m investment in a new rail terminal at the site by PD Ports. 

 
The construction of a new, open access rail terminal by PD Ports will 
start this month, and once complete will welcome the new intermodal 
connections from Teesport to Felixstowe and Southampton. 
 

Source bdaily.co.uk 22/07/14 
 

• Elite Serviced Apartments, based in Redcar, has announced that it has 
successfully secured two major contracts for long term group bookings 
totalling more than £170,000. 
 

Source bdaily.co.uk 22/071/4 
 

• Solutions Recruitment has opened an office in Middlesbrough as it 
celebrates its 30th year in business. 

 
The recruitment agency has taken premises in the old Jobcentre 
building, which has been renovated and renamed Boho 6. 
 

Source insidermedia.com 22/07/14  
 

• Global Management Platform (GMP), a software company, based on 
the NETPark in Sedgefield County Durham, has won business in China 
with the help of UK Trade & Investment (UKTI). 
 

Source insidermedia.com 21/07/14 
 

• County Durham-based Conder Aqua Solutions has invested in 
exclusive manufacturing technology in a bid to grow its turnover by 
20%. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 18/07/14 
 

• Newcastle-based Sage Group plc has announced the acquisition of 
Exact Software Deutschland GmbH, the German payroll business of 
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Exact Holding N.V., for a cash consideration of €16.25 million (£12.87 
million). 

 
The acquisition will be made by Sage’s German subsidiary, Sage 
Software GmbH.  

 
The move increases payroll revenue to approximately €30 million and 
establishes Sage as one of the two leading players in this segment in 
Germany. 
 

Source bdaily.co.uk 21/07/14 
 
 
 

• Growing Alnwick based, hospitality firm Inn Collection Group has spent 
£400,000 on transforming the popular North Yorkshire pub, The Kings 
Head Hotel in Newton Under Roseberry. 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 21/07/14 
 
 

• Work has started on Vertu motors new Infiniti Centre Newcastle, based 
in the former Honda dealership at Silverlink Retail Park. 

 
The £500k refurbishment of the premises is expected to be complete in 
September 2014, as it becomes the tenth Infiniti Centre in the UK. 
 

Source bdaily.co.uk 17/07/14 
 

• A newly-established clothing manufacturer has signed its first major 
contract with leading retailer Tesco – a deal which will help create more 
jobs. 

 
Production officially got underway at the AMA Group in Peterlee, 
County Durham, two months ago, activity which sparked a rejuvenation 
of the North East’s clothing industry 15 years after it was decimated. 
 

Source: Thejournal.co.uk 18/07/14 
 

• A pair of firms on Teeside Industrial Estate have won contracts to 
design and make street lighting improvements on behalf of Stockton 
Council. 

 
Stainton Lighting Design Services was commissioned to redesign 
streets so that the local authority's area is sufficiently well-lit while 
Valmont Stainton was appointed to manufacture street lighting 
columns. 

Source: insidermedia.com 17/07/14 
 



The North East Economy Notable News 

 

• Alpha Process Controls (APC) has created an in-house test centre in 
County Durham to support the production and commissioning of its 
marine emergency-release couplings. 

 
The business, which is a member of engineering design and 
manufacturing company GT Group, has invested £1m into the upgrade 
of its Peterlee facility. 

Source insidermedia.com 16/10/14 
 

• B & B Attachments is set to create 18 jobs thanks in part to a six-figure 
investment by Arch, the development company for Northumberland. 
 
A total of £650,000 is being invested at Cramlington in plant and 
machinery as well as the workforce. This includes £200,000 from Arch. 

Source: insidermedia.com 15/07/14 
 

• Saltburn-by-the-Sea audio visual firm, Fridge Productions have 
produced a key promotional video for this year’s Tour de France after 
securing £10k contract. 

Source Bdaily.co.uk 11/07/14 
 

• Hospitality and healthcare group Ladhar Leisure is set to open a £700k 
smokehouse and brewery venture in Newcastle, creating 30 jobs. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 10/07/14 
 

• North East based Brims Construction secure £1.5 million 
Northumberland holiday home work. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 10/07/14 
 

• A Northumberland-based engineering company has secured a contract 
to supply safety equipment for Japan's first offshore wind farm. 

 
Osbit Power will play a role in the Fukushima Forward project, which 
will see wind turbines installed off the coast of Japan in a bid to 
regenerate the region after the disastrous earthquake and tsunami in 
2011. 

Source Insidermedia.com 07/07/14 
 

• Aspire one of the region’s fastest-growing IT companies has expanded 
into a new specialism after winning three new major contracts worth 
almost £1m. 

 
The Gateshead-based company has just signed a new IT deal with 
South Tyneside Council, giving support to the local authority’s business 
centres. 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 06/07/14 
 
 

• Owen Pugh Group division, HCS Drain Services, based in Stockton, 
has invested £750,000 on four 26-tonne Jetvac combination units. 
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Source Thejournal.co.uk 03/07/14 

• Darlington-based online postal service POBoxes has expanded its 
offering with the launch of a new app after securing a £100,000 
investment. 

The new product will allow POBoxes customer to access mail securely 
via tablets or smartphones.The investment was made by Richard 
Winhammar, an investor in the IT sector, with part of the capital going 
towards further growth at the business. 

Source Insidermedia.com 03/07/14 

 
• Coatings specialist Barrier Group is to build a new factory and offices 

as part of a £1.8m investment. 
 

The Wallsend company is submitting plans for a 2,720 sq m facility on 
a two acre site on Hadrian Way, close to its existing operation on the 
banks of the River Tyne. 

Source bq-magazine.co.uk 02/07/14 
 

• The Employability Trust in Peterlee has secured three new business 
contracts with Holcrofts, Goodfellow and Goodfellow and Contract 
Bottling Ltd 

Source Northern Echo 02/07/14 
 

• Onyx Group, with its headquarters in Stockton, has secured a deal to 
support the Government’s cloud computing programme.  

Source Northern Echo 02/07/14 
 

• Petards, the Gateshead developer of advanced security and 
surveillance systems, has announced that they have been awarded a 
contract by the Ministry of Defence to undertake a modification 
programme. 

 
The contract, worth over £4.5 million, is to replace obsolete 
components, and relating to countermeasures equipment fitted to 
certain aircraft within its current in-service fleet. 

Source Bdaily.co.uk 01/07/14 
 
 
• Hartlepool-based Gus Robinson Developments is refurbishing the 

Middlesbrough Council-owned Rainbow Leisure Centre in Hemlington. 
 

The 16-week programme, which started in May and is costing 
£200,000, is scheduled to be completed in early August. 

Source Bdaily.co.uk 01/07/14 
 
JUNE 
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• North East investment firm Middleton Enterprises is backing a new 

digital bank through a six-figure deal as part of its strategy of 
supporting growing businesses in the region. 

 
The £50m investment company, founded by high profile businessman 
and philanthropist Jeremy Middleton, has selected Atom Bank for 
investment based upon its potential to add value and growth to the 
North East. 

Source: Thejournal.co.uk 30/06/14 
 
• The Original Sofa Company in Gateshead will be opening new 

premises on Lower Sloane Street 
Source: Thejournal.co.uk 30/06/14 
 
 
 

• Newcastle firm, durhamlane is planning to boost turnover by a third 
after securing a contract with the world’s fastest growing supplier of 
cloud-based accounting software for small businesses. 

 
It provides sales consultancy, training and coaching as well as 
outsourced sales and business development services, is targeting an 
extra £250,000 in turnover in the next 12 months on the back of a six 
figure contract for invoicing, reconciliation, accounts payable and book-
keeping software specialists, Xero UK. 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 30/06/14 
 

 
• Petards, the Newcastle-based security systems developer, has signed 

an agreement to supply its products to the rail division of Siemens 
Sector Infrastructure and Cities business. 

 
The agreement will be for an initial term of five years with an annual 
renewable option. The order, worth more than £1.5m, will be produced 
at Petards' Gateshead facility. 

Source insidermedia.com 27/06/14 
 
 

• Family-run funeral directors Crake and Mallon, have made use of local 
businesses while undergoing the £100k renovation project. 

 
The project, which began in September last year, has seen major 
works throughout the premises on Norton Road, Stockton-on-Tees. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 25/06/14 
 

• Kitchen retailer Magnet is expanding its North East operations with a 
move to a new 12,000 sq ft base on the Yarm Road Interchange 
Business Park. 

Source insidermedia.com 26/06/14 
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 Blyth-based renewable energy company, Solar Capture Technologies, 
is set to expand its workforce after securing £200,000 investment from 
Northstar Ventures' proof of concept fund. 

Source insidermedia.com 26/06/14 
 

• Darlington restoration and maintenance specialist Stone Technical 
Services Group (STS) has secured £250,000 in contracts to work on a 
number of historic buildings in London. 

 
The Darlington business has been appointed to work on conservation 
surveys and maintenance work at the Royal Courts of Justice, the 
Archbishop of Canterbury’s home, the 13th century Lambeth Palace, 
and Westminster Central Hall. 

Source bq-magazine.co.uk 26/07/14 
 

• A Teesside-based ports firm which has locations across the UK has 
expanded to Aycliffe Business Park. 

 
PD Ports has opened a project and commercial office in Newton 
Aycliffe to complement its Teessport head office. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 23/06/14 
 

• North East medical and pharmaceutical manufacturer Classic 
Industries Europe Limited has unveiled expansion plans following 
funding from Barclays. 

 
Classic Industries Europe Limited, a global operator that employs over 
500 people worldwide, established its UK operation in 2009 in 
Middleton in Teesdale, County Durham, where it designs and 
manufactures products for the medical and pharmaceutical markets. 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 24/06/14 
 

• Sedgefield-headquartered Kromek, which develops technology for 
radiation detection, has secured a number of new contracts in the UK 
and US. 

 
The Durham University spin-out will work with the US Defense Threat 
Reduction Agency to design and manufacture solid state detectors for 
homeland security. The $1.45m (£850,602), two-year contract is set to 
start in July. 

Source Insidermedia.com 23/06/14 
 

• County Durham resort Ramside Hall Hotel and Golf Club will next 
month open the North East’s newest championship golf course. 

 
The course – called the Ramside ‘Cathedral Course’ – forms part of a 
£15m redevelopment and has been two years in the making. 
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Source Thejournal.co.uk 18/06/14 
 

• Digital Surveys, a 3D data capture business based in Newcastle, has 
invested £60,000 in new equipment after completing a successful 
project with Google. 

Source Insidermedia.com 18/06/14 
 

• Hartlepool-based J & B Recycling has secured a multimillion-pound 
contract to manage waste from thousands of homes across Hull and 
East Yorkshire which could create jobs at the company. 

 
The ten-year contract, estimated to be worth about £4m per year, was 
secured in partnership with Hull-based Biowise. The waste will be 
collected by Hull City Council and sorted at J & B's Hartlepool facility. 

Source Insidermedia.com 18/06/14  
 

• Green energy firm Opus Green, wins £700,000 contract for homes in 
South Tyneside 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 16/06/14 
 

• Northumberland seal manufacturer  Arefco, is targeting a 70% sales 
increase within two years after making a £400,000 investment in new 
machinery, drawing attention from overseas customers. 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 16/06/14 
 

• Subsea Innovation has released details of a spate of multimillion-pound 
orders which have left the company confident of exceeding its £10m 
turnover target for this year. 

 
The new work, for "key players" in the oil and gas industry, will be 
carried out over the next 18 months and include the production of 
components for major offshore projects 

 
The new business follows a significant inward investment by the 
business, which is extending its Darlington operation by 40,000 sq ft. 
The new site, which will be operational in September, is located near 
Subsea's existing 20,000 sq ft Faverdale Business Park headquarters. 

Source Insidermedia.com 13/06/14 
 

• Tyne and Wear based, Surgo Construction has secured a £4.4m 
contract to carry out work on Newcastle University's Catherine 
Cookson extension. 

 
• Gateshead-based IT firm Advantex Network Solutions Ltd has secured 

a £750k contract to supply North East schools, fending off stiff 
competition. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 09/06/14 
 

• North East construction firm, Owen Pugh makes £80,000 surveying 
investment. 



The North East Economy Notable News 

 

Source TheJournal.co.uk 09/06/14 
 

• Independent motor group Benfield has continued its capital investment 
programme with the opening of a new £7m Audi dealership on 
Scotswood Road in Newcastle. 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 09/06/14 
 
 
• Quarn Foods, which is headquartered in Stokesley, North Yorkshire, is 

investing £30m over the next 18 months to create a third fermenter at 
its Billingham site near Middlesbrough, which will boost the production 
of its increasingly popular meat-free products by 50%.  As a result, 
Quorn expects to create approximately 100 new roles, mainly attached 
to the construction and operation of this new facility. 

 
Source Thejournal.co.uk 06/06/14 
 
 

• Chemoxy International has invested £6m in an expansion programme 
that has seen it purchase five acres of land to house a range of 
equipment and provide space for future expansion. 

Source Northern Echo 06/06/14 
 
 

• County Durham creative and digital agency Curious 12, is celebrating 
its first year in business which has seen it win a string of contracts and 
double its work force from three to six. 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 06/06/14 
 

• Darlington-based Stone Technical Services Group (STS) has secured 
more than £250,000 in new project work across County Durham, 
Yorkshire and Cumbria. 

Source Insidermedia.com 06/06/14 
 

• Nick Clegg announced a new £45m project to ensure North East 
employer Rolls-Royce leads the way in low carbon technology as he 
officially opened a new factory in Tyne and Wear. 

 
The facility in Washington will make more than 2,500 fan and turbine 
discs a year – essential parts of a plane’s engine, which will power 
aircraft made by Airbus, Boeing, and Bombardier. 

 
It will also make discs for the world’s fastest-selling and most efficient 
civil aircraft engine, the Trent XWB, which goes into Airbus’ A350 
XWB. 

 
And the new factory will safeguard hundreds of highly-skilled 
manufacturing jobs in the region. 
 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 05/06/14 



The North East Economy Notable News 

 

 
 
     • Peterlee Glass, is creating new jobs to maintain its growth, after 
 investing £500,000.00 in new machinery.  
Source Northern Echo 05/06/14 
 

• A North East entrepreneur has opened a new Call Centre venture 
based in North Shields - in a bid to ‘reshore’ jobs lost to overseas 
contracts. 

 
Andy Bowen has launched UK-PI and is using his E-Achieve training 
outfit to support its staff recruitment and employment training. 

 
The two firms are exploring overseas opportunities and have already 
secured part of a £1 million contract to support businesses in the North 
East with workplace learning and up skilling the workforce. 

Source Bdaily.co.uk 05/06/14 
 

• Oil and gas engineering specialists FES International, based in 
Ashington, have secured a £700k contract to provide components for a 
subsea contractor working on a North Sea gas field. 

Source BDaily.co.uk 05/06/14 
 

• North East dock operator PD Ports, has continued its expansion by 
investing in a new project office in Newton Aycliffe. 

Source Northern Echo 04/06/14 
 

• Tekmar Energy, a marine engineering firm based in Newton Aycliffe, 
County Durham, has secured work on a landmark US wind farm, which 
is the country’s first offshore development. 

Source Northern Echo 04/06/14 
 

• One of the region’s leading leisure groups has revealed plans to 
quadruple its number of ‘brew tap’ venues across the North East, as 
well as investing a “significant” sum in revamping one of its newly-
acquired hotels. 

 
Tavistock Hospitality has recently added the Roker Hotel in Sunderland 
and Grand Hotel in Hartlepool to its portfolio, which both operate under 
the Best Western brand - along with two restaurants, in South Shields 
and Birtley - taking the total number of venues in its portfolio to ten. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 04/06/14 
 
 

• Stars of BBC Three documentary ‘The Call Centre’ have become the 
latest clients of Darlington-based Northgate Vehicle Hire. 

 
The firm has signed a 3-fleet flexible hire deal with the Swansea-based 
household sales firm Save Britain Money (SBM). 

Source bdaily.co.uk 01/06/14 
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• The entrepreneur behind Seaton Carew's Staincliffe Hotel and Sports 
Domes has invested £250,000 in his latest venture, the Hillcarter Hotel, 
in Hartlepool. 

Source Insidermedia.com 29/05/14 
 

• Barclays has officially opened its new multi-million pound North East 
base on Newcastle quayside, in one of the biggest property deals to 
have taken place in the city in recent years. 

 
The bank has consolidated all its North East regional divisions and 
training facilities into the St Anns Street premises, in what is the 
biggest capital investment Barclays has made this year. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 29/05/14 
 

• Lettings agency The Castledene Group has taken on 40 new 
properties in the first two weeks of business at its latest branch in 
Stanley, which was opened earlier this month as part of a £50,000 
investment 

 
 
• The team behind a prominent Newcastle-based gym say they have 

successfully weathered the recession and will begin looking to acquire 
other sites once their current space is at capacity. 
Dominic Bowser, the manager at Longbenton-based Sound Mind and 
Body (SMB), told Bdaily the family-run business has enjoyed healthy 
growth since setting up in the midst of recession. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 27/05/14 
 

• CAV Aerospace, a North East-based aerospace manufacturer, has 
finished a £7 million upgrade to their Consett factory. 

 
The major upgrade to CAV Aerospace’s facility has created an open-
plan layout, with space to accommodate large specialist machinery to 
manufacture aircraft wing components. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 27/05/014 
 

• The grandsons of Newcastle United legend Sir John Hall have invested 
£420,000 in a new retail store following the rapid growth of their urban 
fashion firm. 

 
In 2012 John and Greg Hall teamed up with entrepreneur Olly 
Henderson to launch Capology, a predominantly online retail venture 
with a store on Newcastle’s Grey Street. 

Source thejournal.co.uk 22/05/14 
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• London-based property company M Seven has ploughed a seven-
figure capital injection into the refurbishment of Hartlepool's Highlight 
Retail Park in a deal that could create 50 jobs in the town. 

Source insidermedia.com 21/05/14 
 

• A County Durham electronics manufacturer is expanding its operations 
on the back of growing export sales success. 

 
The Peterlee-based Seaward Group has set up a dedicated new 
commercial centre in premises next to its manufacturing plant, where it 
makes specialist test instrumentation for the electrical, electronics, 
medical and solar PV industries. 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 20/05/14 
 

• Newcastle web design agency Union Room is celebrating after picking 
up a string of new business wins from clients in the North West. 

 
The Holts Yard-based firm, now in its 11th year, has scooped a number 
of new web development accounts, from clients such as Story Homes, 
Johnston Tractors and Thomas Armstrong Renewable Energy. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 19/05/14 
 

• Offshore engineering specialists OGN Group, based in Wallsend, have 
secured a fabrication contract to provide components for a Shell-
operated gas plant in Norway. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 19/05/14 
 

• Norstead, the Newcastle-based mechanical engineering company 
which is part of the Metnor Group, has secured a contract to carry out 
work on a Harley Street clinic in London. 

Source insidermedia.com 16/05/14 
 

• £5m housing contract for Newcastle construction firm Galliford Try. 
 

Source thejournal.co.uk 15/05/14 
 
• Middlesbrough based, Industrial Technology Systems (ITS) has won a 

contract worth almost £1m, they will install process control systems in 
the £70m Combined Heat and Intelligent Plant (CHiP) in London. 
The £800,000 six to nine month contract is also expected to create jobs 
in Tees Valley. 
 

Source insidermedia.com 14/05/14 
 
 

• Sunderland-based design engineering business Desco has secured a 
contract to work on one of Qatar's World Cup 2022 venues. 

Source: insidermedia.com 13/05/14 
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• Stanley Black & Decker is setting up a new £1m factory shop and 
reconditioning facility at DurhamGate North creating 22 jobs. 

Source: bq-magazine.co.uk 07/05/14 
 
 
• Wood Floor Company, in Darlington, has taken on eight workers and 

invested £35,000 on its showroom. 
Source: Northern Echo 07/05/14 
 
 
 

• Sunderland-based car rental business Car2U has invested more than 
£100,000 in new technology to improve its efficiency. 

 
The company, which supplies hire vehicles to customers across the 
country, developed a new app to record the delivery, collection and the 
assessment of any damage to its fleet. 

Source Insidermedia.com 07/05/14 
 

• Teeth whitening company Whitewash Laboratories has entered an 
agreement with Sunderland-headquartered Ashford Orthodontics worth 
an estimated £100,000 a year. 

Source Insidermedia.com 07/05/14 
 
 
 

• Family-run Northumberland firm Home Scents is enjoying the sweet 
smell of success after taking its first steps into international trade, with 
orders worth around £10,000. 
 

Source bq-magazine.co.uk 02/05/14 
 
 
 
• Accident management firm Winn Solicitors has started its new financial 

year firmly on the acquisition trail as it looks to continue growing its 
national presence over the next 12 months. 

 
Significant sums have been invested to help the business realise its 
growth plans, including system upgrades, and fellow Newcastle firm 
TSG won the contract to provide those improvements. 

 
£250,000 has been invested in IT upgrade in terms of main systems 
and £200,000 is been invested in updating the phone system. 

 
Source Thejournal.co.uk 01/05/14 
 
 

• A £6 million rail-served steel distribution centre is being built to help 
automotive sector ambitions in the North East. 
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Multimodal specialist, AV Dawson, a key player in automotive steel 
logistics, is investing in the giant storage storage shed that steel 
producers can keep up with expected growth plans in the local 
automotive industry. 
 

Source bdaily.co.uk 01/05/14 
 
 
APRIL 2014 
 

• Skin Salveation, a skincare company, based in Felton Northumberland, 
is breaking into new international markets after investing more than 
£25,000 on redesigning and boosting the capabilities of its website. 

 
 
Source Thejournal.co.uk 30/04/14 
 

• An Indoor adventure centre, employing 20 new staff, has expanded 
with a £500,000 second site in the region. 

The Play Factory at Teesside industrial estate, Thornaby has opened 
following a deal brokered by property specialists Sanderson 
Weatherall. 

Source Bqmagazine.co.uk 29/04/14 

• Newcastle-based hospitality firm The Cairn Group are set to open a 
new restaurant in Jesmond this week, following investment of £1 
million. 

The Group’s 85 cover ‘Sohe’ restaurant will serve contemporary Asian 
cuisine and features open plan kitchens, allowing diners a view of head 
chef Martin Moore and his team at work. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 28/04/14 

 
 

• Cramlington-based printing services firm Potts Print has beaten off 
national competition to secure a contract with Newcastle’s Theatre 
Royal. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 28/04/14 
 
 

• The Port of Tyne will open a new container shipping service to Russia, 
connecting the North East with St Petersburg. 
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Two vessels operated by Danish firm Seago Line will run an eight-day 
service between the ports. The move is expected to see container 
exports from Port of Tyne increase by 50%. 
 

Source bdaily.co.uk 24/04/14 
 
 

• An Ashington-based floral designer has secured work decorating the 
Duke of Devonshire’s stately home, Chatsworth House. 

 
La Sweet Boutique owner Carole King will work on the project in May, 
alongside Derbyshire-based Jonathan Moseley and Northumbrian, 
Danielle Webster. 
 

Source bdaily.co.uk 24/04/14 
 
 
• Vegetarian product producer Quorn Foods has announced a £30m 

investment programme at its Teesside site, creating 400 new jobs 
across the business. 

 
Source Thejournal.co.uk 24/04/14 
 

• C&A Pumps and Engineering, based in the North East  has been 
appointed to supply and maintain products for the German firm 
Vogelsang, which makes pumps to remove waste from train carriages, 
aircraft and abattoirs. 
 

Source thejournal.co.uk 17/04/14 
 
 

• Construction and Development Specialist Southdale, based in 
Darlington has secured more than £28m of work throughout the North 
East and hopes to create up to 30 apprenticeships. 

 
This comes in the wake of more than £10m worth of work begun in the 
last three months of 2013 
 

Source bq-magazine.co.uk 17/04/14 
 
 
 

• Middlesbrough-based TTE Technical Training Group has secured a 
contract to provide training for a group of 28 West African gas workers, 
on Teesside. 

 
TTE will train employees of the Nigeria Liquid Natural Gas Company 
(NLNG) on a six-month ‘new entrant process operator programme’. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 16/04/14 
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• Seven contract wins for pump manufacturer Grundfos.  

 
Sunderland-based Grundfos, the 190-strong UK arm of the Denmark-
headquartered Grundfos Group, has recently diversifiedinto bespoke 
solutions having developed a range of engineered-to-order fire 
suppressant units. 
Since providing an important element for the £1.5bn DP World London 
Gateway port development and at Heathrow Airport’s Terminal 5, the 
company has won seven new bespoke contracts, totalling several hundred 
thousand pounds. Customers for the units currently being constructed 
include Grangemouth Oil Refinery, a Welsh hospital and a UK power 
station. 
 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 15/04/14 
 

• First Class Technical Recruitment has been selected by national 
recruitment company Ochre House to help fill 80 positions at a new 
gasification plant in Tees Valley. 

•  
Source Insidermedia.com 15/04/14 
 
 

• A pair of North East fitness entrepreneurs have invested £60k in a 
strength and conditioning gym based on Norham Road in North 
Shields. 

 
Michael Warren and Andrew Douglas have opened FSI Gym 
(Functional Strength Institute) and will bring their combined years of 
fitness experience to the facility. 
 

Source Bdaily.co.uk 14/04/14 
 
 

• A firm of Saltburn manufacturers have signed an £825k contract to 
supply components for scientific research vessel in South Korea. 

 
Tees Components Ltd have also appointed an agent in Brazil to tender 
for future contracts, as part of a major export drive. 

Source baily.co.uk 13/04/14 
 

• A unique project to create specialist, affordable hotel accommodation 
for offshore workers is being developed on North Tyneside by offshore 
training experts, AIS. 

 
The £1 million three-storey hotel, which will be located on the Tyne 
Tunnel Industrial Estate in North Shields, will sit alongside AIS 
Training’s multi-million pound, world-class offshore training complex 
and will offer high-quality, low-cost accommodation for training 
delegates. 
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Source bdaily.co.uk 10/04/14 
 

• A North East rally driver-turned-entrepreneur has invested almost 
£400k creating what he says is now one of the most complete motor 
and action sports venues in the UK. 

 
Guy Wilks has dramatically transformed Karting North East, which sits 
just off the A690 near Houghton-le-Spring, Co Durham, since taking on 
the business almost three years ago. 

Source bdialy.co.uk 10/04/14 
 
• An entrepreneur behind a corporate clothing maker has unveiled plans 

to create a £10m trade and retail hub near Durham, creating 300 jobs. 
 

Andrew Ward, managing director of Workwear Express, has kick-
started the venture with the £1.25m acquisition of the former Kerry 
Foods factory on a 5.82-acre site near Durham Retail Park, with 
chartered surveyor Bradley Hall advising him on the deal. 
 
He plans to relocate Workwear Express from its existing home on the 
Belmont Industrial Estate to the new premises, which will contain 
production facilities that can customise clothes with embroidery or 
corporate logos. 
 

Source bq-magazine.co.uk 10/04/14 
 

• Team Valley-based bespoke furniture manufacturer, The Original Sofa 
Company, is planning to launch a new showroom off Sloane Square in 
London, following a £100k investment. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 08/04/14 
 

• Tees Valley’s largest taxi firm has revealed a £1 million investment 
strategy. 

 
Boro Taxis, which has been in existence for more than three decades, 
recently has spent more than £400k upgrading its fleet and plans to 
invest a further £600k on new vehicles during the next 12 months. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 08/04/14 

• A Newcastle firm that invested £15m on expanding its facilities has 
secured a large contract in Asia that could set new standards in the 
subsea sector. 

GE Oil & Gas, which makes pipelines and other products for oil and 
gas production, has been recruited by a major company – the name of 
which has not been disclosed – for large-scale work centred on the 
new technology of floating liquefied natural gas (FLNG). 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 07/04/14 
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• AMA Group, a clothes manufacturing business is set to create 100 jobs 
in Durham over the next 18 months with the opening of a facility in 
Peterlee. 
The company will hire 20 staff when production starts with a phased 
recruitment drive to fill the remaining positions. 

Soiurce insidermedia.com 04/0/414 
 

• Sedgefield-based Kromek, which designs and makes radiation 
detection technologies, has secured a long-term contract with an x-ray 
equipment manufacturer in China, in a deal estimated to be worth 
$159m (£95.8m) over the next seven years. 

Source Insidernews.com 04/04/14 
 
 
• Up to 14 jobs have been created through the reopening of a popular 

Washington sports bar that has undergone a £450k refurbishment. 
The former Chevys bar on Emerson road has now been transformed 
into an American-style sports venue called Champs Sports Bar and 
Grill. 

Source Bdaily.co.uk 02/04/14 
 
 

• Newcastle computer company Cavtec Systems has almost doubled 
turnover in a year after winning a £5m contract to supply hardware to 
thousands of ships all over the world. 

 
The family-run firm, established 24 years ago this week, supplies 
computer systems, networks and support services to a range of clients 
and it has now secured a deal that is estimated to grow turnover to 
£2m next year, while also creating three new jobs at the 10-strong 
business with possibly more to follow. 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 02/04/14 
 

• Middlesbrough-based asbestos remediation firm Hertel have secured a 
two-year contract to carry out work on behalf of nuclear 
decommissioning firm Capenhurst Nuclear Services. 

 
A team of 40 Hertel employees will carry out work at Capenhurt’s 
Chester facility which is used for the management of uranic materials 
and decommissioning activity. 
 

Source bdaily.co.uk 01/04/14 
 
• Following more than £300,000 investment, CTL Dental has created 

three jobs so far at the practice on Newbiggin in Richmond town 
centre. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 01/04/14 
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• A champagne and cocktail bar designed by a Teesside University 
graduate has opened in Darlington following investment. 

 
Bar Forno, in the cellar of Al Forno on Skinnergate, is owned by Erdal 
‘AJ’ Kuzgun and Liam Percy, who employ 50 staff across their 
Middlesbrough and Darlington restaurants. 

 
The pair say they hope to create jobs over the next few months. 
 

Source Bdaily.co.uk 28/03/14 
 
 

• Bannatyne Fitness has invested £850,000 in new equipment for four of 
its North East health clubs. 

 
Old equipment in the Coulby Newham, Middlesbrough, Darlington and 
Durham sites has been replaced with modern Technogym equipment. 

 
Source Insidermedia.com 28/03/14 
 

• Newcastle-based family-run commercial cleaning business, Edwards 
Commercial Cleaning is exceeding its growth plans by opening a new 
office that it believes could create up to 100 jobs by the end of 2015. 

 
The firm is investing around £500,000 in the new office and storage 
facility in Beeston, as well as buying a number of new commercial 
vehicles. 

Source bq-magazine.co.uk 27/03/14 
 

• County Durham-based supplier to Nissan, Mecaplast Peterlee Ltd has 
secured £1.9 million funding from the North East LEP to expand in the 
region. 
Mecaplast Peterlee Ltd needed additional space after winning new 
work from the Japanese car giant, meaning the company’s average 
workforce of 85-90 has doubled in the last six months. 
 

Source bdaily.co.uk 26/03/14 
 

• Cramlington-based independent construction firm Howard Russell has 
secured £8.5 million of work in the first quarter of 2014. 

 
Four new contracts for new and existing clients will help to create what 
the firm anticipate to be the most successful year since they were 
established in 1997. 

Source Insidermedia.com 26/03/14 
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• A Gateshead technology company is powering into new sectors after 
clinching a deal worth £270,000. 

 
Heworth-based Aspire has won a three-year contract with major 
infrastructure experts px group to supply it with a wide-area network. 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 27/03/14 
 
• An automotive components supplier has invested £6m on extending its 

premises and buying new equipment after securing major contracts 
with Nissan. 
The Japanese car giant asked Mecaplast Peterlee Ltd to manufacture 
parts for new models being introduced to the plant at Sunderland. 
As a result of the recent orders, the company’s average workforce of 
85 to 90 has doubled in the last six months. 
 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 27/03/14 
 

• Logistics group Wincanton has secured a contract with oil refining and 
energy company Phillips 66, which will involve delivering more than 
one billion litres of petrol to the North East and the Midlands per year. 

 
The contract will operate from Stockton, Kingsbury and Immingham, 
which 100 of Wincanton's operational staff making the deliveries to 
retail forecourts across the regions. 
 

Source insidermedia.com 26/03/14 
 
• Bristol Street Motors Vauxhall in Sunderland has expanded creating six 

new jobs, following a £250,000 transformation. 
Source Thejournal.co.uk 26/03/14 
 

• Hexham-based lighting suppliers Amitex LED say huge demand for 
their products is prompting an expansion into new premises. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 24/03/14 
 

• Fitness entrepreneur John Famelton’s Inline Fitness Centre Ltd in 
Blaydon is fast approaching half its planned capacity, just four months 
after opening. 

 
The 30 year-old invested £100k in his business after saving for four 
years, and now has nearly 100 members at the centre and plans to 
double the size of his Chainbridge Road premises, taking on more 
staff. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 23/03/14 
 

• North-east based specialist care provider Careline Lifestyles has 
appointed Gentoo Construction, part of Gentoo Group, to build a new 
£5 million care facility in Hartlepool. 
 

Source bdaily.co.uk 20/03/14 
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• Stanley-based plastics manufacturer SONE has secured a contract to 

supply packaging to an expanding e-cigarette company in Blackburn. 
 

The three-year contract will see SONE manufacture bottles, caps and 
dropper plugs to the E-Liquid Company (NW). 
 

Source Insidermedia.com 20/03/14 
 

• Darlington-based DeepOcean UK has secured a record contract to 
provide trenching services on the £1bn Western Link offshore project. 

 
DeepOcean was awarded the contract by Prysmian Group and will 
undertake work on pre-lay surveys, pre-lay grapnel runs, post trench 
surveys and trenching more than 560km of cable 

 
Work is expected to start later this year and will continue throughout 
2015. The contract is expected to be completed in 2016. 

Source Insidermedia.com 19/03/14 
 

• Gosforth-based energy providers EDMI Limited have scooped a deal to 
develop communications hubs as part of a smart metering network in 
the North of England and Scotland. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 18/03/14 
 
• Lane7, a ten-pin bowling business is creating 10 jobs in a £100,000.00 

expansion 
Source Northern Echo 19/03/14 
 
 

• Fledgling business Synergi Information Technology has secured a hat-
trick of contracts worth £500,000 since forming a month ago. 

 
Synergi, a software company led by Peter Joynson, the former 
managing director of Technology Services Group (TSG), has won 
accounts with Protirus, Carlton Manufacturing and International 
Innovative Technologies (IIT). 

Source Insidermedia.com 17/03/14 
 
 
• 5,200 jobs predicted as Sunderland gets Nissan business park. Nick 

Clegg will today sign off a multi-million pound investment package set 
to see a new era of Nissan business in Sunderland. 

 
The Sunderland and South Tyneside City Deal will see the two councils 
put in cash to create a new automotive business park backed by some 
£5m in Government funds. 
 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 14/03/14 
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• An ambitious young facilities management company has chosen 
Newcastle-based B-Skill to deliver the training for its new 
apprenticeship scheme. 

 
The B38 Group provides the full range of property maintenance and 
facilities management services from its headquarters in Wakefield, 
West Yorks, as well as offices in London, Swindon, Wilts, and 
Bromsgrove in Worcestershire. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 12/03/14 
 

• Darlington-headquartered van hire firm Northgate plc are planning to 
open between four to six sites in the London area, in the next six 
months. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 13/03/14 
 

• Azure Printing, based in Northumberland, has invested in a state of the 
art digital press complete with finishing units that can produce books, 
brochures and business cards at a faster rate. 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 13/03/14 
 

• Lubbers Transport Group (LTG), which has its UK headquarters in 
Cramlington, Northumberland, has sealed a £3m deal which will see 
the company handle part of Centrica Energy’s road transport needs in 
the UK for its exploration and production operations. 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 13/03/14 
 

• A Sunderland manufacturer of roof trusses for the construction industry 
is investing £100k in new equipment as it expands thanks to an upturn 
in the housing market. 
The Fencehouse Truss Company is adding a 40-tonne press to its 
truss-making equipment and is creating additional jobs to operate the 
machinery. 

Source Bdaily.co.uk 11/03/14 
 

• A £160k investment in a Teesside pub has created four jobs and even 
a new beer. 
The Wellington at Wolviston, near Stockton-on-Tees has been serving 
the village since 1821 and reopened last week following refurbishment. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 11/03/14 
 

• The Northumberland Tea Company will have its products stocked in 38 
Tesco stores across the North West, less than a month since it rolled 
out in 66 North East stores. 

 
The agreements means that the brand, which counts world cup winner 
Jack Charlton as an ambassador, is now available in more that 250 
national and independent stores nationwide. 

Source Insidermedia.com 11/03/14 
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• North Shields construction company Turney Wilde has been appointed 

to build almost 30 houses and apartments for the Seaton Delaval 
development. 

 
The company will construct 28 properties – a mix of two and three 
bedroom houses and apartments for private rent – on the site of the 
former Blyth Valley Council offices. 

Source Insidermedia.com 10/03/14 
 
• Pet supplies retailer Pets at Home has invested £405,000 in a Consett 

store that will bring 11 jobs to the region. 
The 4,837 sq ft unit on Hermiston Retail Park is set to open on 27 
March with more than 400 applications received for the available roles. 

Source insidermedia.com 10/03/14 
 
 

• Gateshead design engineering company Portland Consulting has 
announced £25m in new contract wins, the highest level of orders 
since it was formed in 2004. 

Source insidermedia.com 10/03/14 
 

• Newcastle-headquartered B-Skill, has secured a contract with Dudley 
Council to deliver customer service apprenticeships to its street 
cleaning staff. 

Source Bdaily.co.uk 07/03/14 
 

• The North East arm of Interserve Construction Ltd have been selected 
to design and build the forthcoming £38 million National Biologics 
Centre, to be based in Darlington. 
 

Source bdaily.co.uk 07/03/14 
 

• A lighting company has secured a £350,000 grant allowing it to 
relocate to the North East and create 35 new jobs. 

BSS LED Ltd manufactures commercial and industrial LED lighting, 
which use up to 65% less energy than regular lighting and feature 
reduced heat output and zero lamp maintenance. 

Source: The Journal.co.uk 

 

• Altec Engineering has announced an investment programme of £1.5m 
which will see the company extend its Bowburn facility by more than 50 
per cent and take on new staff. 
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The investment, part of Altec's five year growth strategy, will include a 
7,500 sq ft extension of its North East plant with additional floorspace 
for manufacturing, production and quality monitoring. 

Source: Insidermedia.com 06/03/2014 

 

• Oil and gas company Glacier Energy Services has received an 
investment worth £3.25m to complete its acquisition of Stafford 
company Professional Testing Services (PTS). 

Glacier, which has two North East bases in Northumberland and 
Boldon, is now eyeing expansion as the acquisition of Stafford-based 
PTS will expose the business to new markets. 

Source: Insidermedia.com 06/03/2014 

 
 

• Hartlepool-based manufacturer C & A Pumps and Engineering has 
invested £60,000 in its fleet to support the demand for its business. 

Source: Insidermedia.com 05/03/2014 
 

 
• North East civil engineering business the Owen Pugh Group has 

invested £100,000 in its Marsden Quarry materials testing laboratory 
and created five jobs. 

Source: Insidermedia.com 05/03/2014 

 

• Tyneside manufacturer Entek International Ltd has announced a £10m 
investment in a new generation of battery separator for the automotive 
industry. The Killingworth-based firm, which has been in business for 
25 years and is the only manufacturer of its kind in the UK, currently 
has 130 staff working at its Camperdown Industrial Estate base and 
another 305 staff worldwide. 

Source: Journal.co.uk 03/03/2014 

• A Northumberland Edwardian hotel is to undergo a £215,000 revamp 
of its spa and leisure offering. De Vere Slaley Hall, near Hexham, has 
added four new treatment rooms as part of its major refurbishment 
place. The investment means the hall will have a total of nine treatment 
rooms, including a new relaxation room. Around half of the cash will be 
spent on new gym equipment. 

Source: The Journal 03/03/2014 
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• A new business centre has received a £25,000 loan from the Entrust-
managed Finance for Business North East Microloan Fund to drive its 
growth. 

Based in the Ponds Court Business Park Innovation Centre, 
Perspective Consett provides services from conference room space to 
hot-desking, telephone answering and a virtual office address. Client 
numbers have grown from one a year ago to 45 today. 

Source: insidermedia.com 28/02/2014 
 

• Rural locations in the North East will benefit from a £7.16m government 
investment in superfast broadband.The funding will help business start 
ups and stimulate job creation in some of the region's hard to reach 
areas. 

Source: insidermedia.com 26/02/2014 

 

• A Teesside firm of valve manufacturers have landed £74,750 of 
investment following demand for its products in the Middle East, North 
and South America and Africa. Stockton-on-Tees-based Evolution 
Valves have the sum made up of a £45,000 loan and a grant of 
£29,750 from UKSE’s Access to Finance Scheme, set up with backing 
from the government’s Regional Growth Fund. 

Source: Bdaily.co.uk 24/02/2014 

 
• Gateshead snack manufacturer It’s All Good has been boosted by 

3.5m of development capital from NVM Private Equity to drive forward 
the firm’s ambition to become the chips of choice for the UK grocery 
industry. 

 
Source: The Journal 20/02/2014 

 
• A North East events production firm, JC Events, has doubled its 

workforce and ploughed £100,000 into sight, sound and getting around 
to thrust it further into the spotlight. 

 
Source: journal.co.uk 24/02/2014 

 



The North East Economy Notable News 

 

• Sunderland transport group Arriva has renewed a 10-year contract to 
operate bus services in the Slovenian city of Koper. The new contract, 
worth more than £11.5m begins on September 1 and sees the 
introduction of 12 new Mercedes Citaro and Sprinter City low emission 
vehicles alongside new smartcard ticketing technology. 

Source bq-magazine.co.uk 21/02/2014 
 
 

• South Shields-based JC Events have invested £100k in new visual and 
sound equipment in order to capitalise on demand for its services. 
 

Source bdaily.co.uk 21/02/2014 
 
 
• Newcastle telecoms firm ACTIV has undergone a major £200,000 

refurbishment and plans to double its workforce and turnover by next 
year. 

 
Source Thejournal.co.uk 19/02/14 
 
 
• Stiller Warehousing and Distribution is investing £700,000.00 in a new 

building, on a piece of land which adjoins its main premnises in 
Rideway, Aycliffe Business park, Newton Aycliffe. The new building 
could lead to the creation of jobs. 

 
Source Northern Echo 18/02/14 
 
 

• Newcastle-based IT services firm, TSG, has secured a five year 
contract to provide a new telecoms system for The Labour Party, 
ahead of next year’s General Election. 
 

Source bdaily.co.uk 17/02/14 
 
 

• Gateshead based, International Innovative Technologies (IIT), which 
manufactures grinding equipment, has secured a £750,000 order from 
a Chinese company which could lead to further expansion into the 
market. 

Source insidermedia.com 13/02/14 
 
 

• Stockton-based  Agile Group, aprovider of IT and communications has 
received a six-figure investment to expand its business and realise its 
ambition of reaching £10m turnover by 2016. 
 
Agile Group, a collection of businesses that provides ICT services to a 
range of small and large corporations, received the capital from 
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Northstar Ventures, Lloyds TSB and shareholders. The investment was 
also supported by Let’s Grow, the £30m Regional Growth Fund 
programme. 
 
The group will use the cash to take on additional staff, enter two new 
markets and relocate to new premises. 
 

Source Insidemedia.com 13/02/14 
 
 

• OGN Group, the North-East of England offshore specialist, has been 
awarded a multi-million pound contract to build a component used by a 
North Sea oil and gas operator. 

 
500 people will work on the 16-month project, which will take place at 
OGN’s Hadrian Yard on the River Tyne in North East England. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 13/02/14 
 

• County Durham-headquartered mining services group Hargreaves 
Services Plc has announced it has plans for further growth and 
investment after posting strong interim results for the six months ended 
November 30, 2013. 

 
The company, based at Esh Winning, reported pre-tax profits of 29.7m 
during the period, up 41.4% on the same period in 2012. 

 
Source Thejournal.co.uk 12/02/14  
 

• Sunderland-based Grundfos aims to grow its bespoke solutions after 
winning a contract on one of the UK’s biggest engineering projects. 

 
Grundfos secured a deal to provide a £600,000 water pumping station 
for the DP London Gateway site, to prevent flooding. Surface water 
which drains into a collection chamber is monitored by an ultrasonic 
controller, and once water hits a certain level it’s pumped away. 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 11/02/14 
 
 

• Newcastle IT firm TSG invests £1m in R&D division. 
 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 10/02/14 
 
 

• Teesside-based Able UK has been awarded a significant contract as 
part of the decommissioning of four offshore platforms from the Shell-
operated Brent Field in the North Sea. 
The contract will see three platform topsides, as well as a 138m-high 
steel platform jacket, transported from the field more than 100 miles 
north east of Scotland to Able Seaton Port on Teesside. 
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Around 100 jobs will be created during the 18-month construction of 
the new quay with the six-year recycling contract itself generating a 
further 100 new jobs. It is anticipated that over 97 per cent of the 
structures will be reused or recycled. 
 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 07/02/14 
 
 
 

• Low carbon vehicle firm Sevcon has launched a joint venture to exploit 
the Chinese market - as it reports a strong surge in revenues and 
profits. 

 
The Gateshead based company, which is listed on Nasdaq, reported 
first quarter revenues up 36% to £5.5m from £4m. 

Source bq-magazine.co. uk 07/02/14 
 
 
 

• Northumberland asbestos firm has won a two year contract to help the 
restoration efforts at Durham Cathedral. 

 
Cramlington-based AMS Asbestos Management will provide its full 
range of asbestos management services to help ensure the safety of 
the building and the people who use it. 

Source Bdaily.co.uk 06/02/14 
 
 
• Healthcare provider Keiro Group has created new jobs after investing 

£500,000 in its Gateshead centre. 
 

Keiro Group has made the significant outlay at Chase Park Neuro 
Centre, its Whickham-based neuro, stroke and spinal-rehabilitation 
centre and nursing suite, using the funds to give the nursing suite and 
other facilities a complete revamp. 
 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 06/02/14 
 
 
 
 
JANUARY  
 
 

• Newcastle-based energy firm Future Energy Solutions Ltd, has 
invested £100,000 in a new centre which will see thousands of 
engineering jobs created over the next five years. 
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Energy services company, Future Energy Solutions Ltd, works in 
partnership with Blackburn-based Nutech Ltd, part of the Bglobal 
group. 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 04/02/14 
 

• A North Tyneside contractor is on track to almost double its turnover 
while creating around eight new jobs, following a string of contract 
wins. 
Turney Wylde, of Wallsend, provides construction services for clients in 
across Tyne & Wear, Teesside, Durham and Northumberland. 
 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 31/01/14 
 
 

• Saltburn-based engineering company Scurator has secured a 
£500,000 contract to upgrade and extend Teesside Hospice in 
Middlesbrough. 
 
The work was awarded to Scurator by North East construction 
company Koru Property Services and will include refurbishment works, 
which are expected to be completed in April. 

 
Source Insidermedia.com 30/01/14 
 
 

• ICE Renewables signs a 5 year deal with NZ mid-wind turbine 
manufacture, Windflow in a potentially lucrative multi-million pound 
agreement. 

 
Windflow Technology Ltd, the New Zealand manufacturers of medium 
sized wind turbines, have signed a five year deal with medium and 
megawatt wind turbine specialists ICE Renewables, based in 
Northallerton, North Yorkshire, to become a significant dealer in the 
UK. 

Source baily.co.uk 30/01/14 
 

• The former St Andrew's RC First School had stood empty for nearly a 
year and has been renovated after £100,000 funding was provided by 
local firm Phoenix Taxis. 
The building is being transformed into a community hub which will 
boost local businesses and create up to 40 jobs. 
 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 29/01/14 
 

• Bus operator Go North East has launched an £8.5m super depot – 
bringing its investment in the region to £30m over the last two years. 

 
Go North East, which employs around 2,100 staff and operates a fleet 
of around 700 buses, has launched the new depot at Gateshead 
Riverside. 
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Source Thejournal.co.uk 29/01/14 
 

• Durham-based business services group BE Group has won a £600,000 
contract to administer the government's Growth Vouchers for small 
companies, giving enterprises across the North East the opportunity to 
benefit from the £30m fund. 

 
Source insidermedia.com 29/01/14 
 
 

• The Lambton Worm in Chester-le-Street will become a bed and 
breakfast after £150,000 was invested in refurbishment works. 
The establishment on North Road, managed by microbrewery Sonnet 
43, will include 12 standard en-suite room as well as two larger suites 
when work is completed. 

Source Insidermedia.com 28/01/14 
 
 

• Contract packing firm Assembly and Packaging Services (APS) has 
installed a temperature-controlled warehouse at its Blyth site as part of 
plans to maximise new opportunities for the business. 

 
The firm has invested more than £40,000 on building improvements for 
new and existing clients, including a 5,500 sq ft temperature-controlled 
zone suitable for housing various products including pharmaceuticals, 
beverages, liquids and baby care products. 

Source thejournal.co.uk 28/01/14 
 
• The North East’s largest independent motor group, Benfield, has 

opened a new £5.8m dealership on Newcastle Road, Sunderland, as 
part of its ongoing capital investment programme. 
The development has taken eight months to construct and has also 
created 45 jobs. 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 27/01/14 
 
 

• Vauxhall dealer Sherwoods have invested £150k in a revamp of their 
Stockton showroom. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 24/01/14 
 

• The region’s first commercial food waste anaerobic digestion plant 
which will generate energy to power 2,000 homes a year, officially 
opens today. 

 
Operated by Emerald Biogas, the £8m facility, based at Newton 
Aycliffe Industrial Estate, will serve the North East’s need to recycle 
food waste and create renewable energy, processing 50,000 tonnes of 
leftover food from businesses across the region. 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 24/01/14 
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• The final designs have been unveiled for Northumberland’s £11.2 
million new landscape discovery centre which is expected to generate 
£3 million for the local economy and create 140 jobs. 

 
‘The Sill’ at Once Brewed is earmarked for completion in 2017, subject 
to planning consent, and will act as a hub to drive growth of 
Northumberland tourism business. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 24/01/14 
 
 

• Newcastle-headquartered tea and coffee merchants Ringtons have 
scooped six new contracts with hotels in the Midlands to supply hot 
beverages and supplies. 

Source Bdaily.co.uk 23/01/14 
 

• Newcastle-based Grainger Plc has been granted detailed planning 
permission for a £110m development across two sites in London. 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 23/01/14 
 

• Proton Power Systems Plc has been contracted to perform a feasibility 
study for a fuel cell maritime application in Asia Pacific. 

 
The company, registered at St Ann’s Wharf in Newcastle, has won a 
€297,000 contract for work aimed at generating on-board power. 
 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 23/01/14 
 

• County Durham based Esh Property Services has started 2014 with 
new contract wins worth £6.8m. 

Source BQ-magazine.co.uk 22/01/14 
 
 

• South Shields-based marine engineers MCPS Ltd will start work on a 
€1.4 million contract with Spanish offshore construction outfit, 
Dragados Offshore. 
 

Source bdaily.co.uk 22/01/14 
 

• O'Brien Waste Recycling Solutions, which employs more than 400 
people across the region, has signed a three-year contract for an 
undisclosed sum with Sunderland, Tyne Met and South Tyneside 
colleges. 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 22/01/14 
 
 
• Sunderland anti-counterfeiting technology specialists OpSec Security 

Group have spent £250k on new equipment. 
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The investment will help production of holographic products sold to 
more than 40 governments and 100 firms. 

Source Bdaily.co.uk 21/01/14 
 
 

• A young Yorkshire entrepreneur, who specialises in uniforms, has 
received £100k investment to treble the size of his company’s Layburn 
production unit.  

 
Aj Swinbank, 24, founded 121workwear based in Bedale 18 months 
ago to provide workwear and protective clothing for companies across 
the UK. 

 
121Workware now employs six people and is about use the investment 
to quadruple its production facility as well as hiring new staff.  

 
The investment, which includes state-of-the-art screen printing facilities 
and a brand-new sales offices, should lead to the employment of 10 
extra staff during the next 12 months. 
 

Source Bdaily.co.uk 21/01/14 
 
 

• Digital start-up Navada Group has won a major contract to become Sky 
Sports At The Races’ digital partner for 2014 – after only 18 months in 
business. 
The digital media strategy and platforms consultancy was co-founded 
by CEOs Matthew Scott and Jeremy Forsberg and launched initially as 
Firebrand Digital Strategies in 2012. 
The company has offices in Newcastle, Belfast and London. It 
rebranded as Navada Group in September 2013. 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 20/01/14 
 
 

• £250,000 investment in Newcastle pub refurbishment 
Heineken-owned Star Pubs & Bars, and lessees Bar Hound, are jointly 
investing the funds in transforming LYH, off Northumberland Street, 
into a landmark food-led bar and open kitchen. 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 20/01/14  
 

• Stanley-based Accapi Group is creating 20 new jobs are securing a 
£5m deal to act as exclusive distributors for a US dogwear firm, to 
distribute premium dogwear across 21 European countries. 
 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 15/01/14 
 

• North East oil and gas cable-maker Duco Ltd is working on a significant 
£250m contract with oil giant Chevron North Sea Ltd to manufacture 
subsea technology for a North Sea project. 
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The firm, which designs and manufactures underwater umbilical cable 
systems at its factory on Walker Riverside, Newcastle, netted the 
agreement via its parent company French multinational Technip. 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 15/01/14 
 

• Newcastle-based chartered surveyor, Silverstone Building 
Consultancy, has won a contract to refurbish 22 industrial units in 
Washington. 
It will refurbish the properties, which form part of Armstrong Industrial 
Estate, as part of a programme by owner IO Asset Management to 
improve their quality. 

Source Insidemedia.com 14/01/14 
 

• Fast growing ICT services firm Newcastle- based Calibre Secured 
Networks Ltd has appointed a new technical director. 

 
The new appointment represents further success for the company, 
which recently won a £650,000 contract to provide St Aidan’s Catholic 
Academy in Sunderland with a new cloud-based wireless and local 
area network and data storage system. 

Source thejournal.co.uk 13/01/14 
 
 

• A Tyneside security firm has secured contracts in Turkey after entering 
UK Trade and Investment's (UKTI) Passport to Export programme. 
Gosforth-based Security Risk Management (SRM) provides risk 
assurance, security and forensic investigation services and specialises 
in information security. 

Source Insidermedia.com 10/01/14 
 
 

• Amec, the engineering and project management giant has won a 
renewed contract with the Kuwait Oil Company KOC. 
The five-year 'call-off' contract is worth about £255m. It was won in a 
competitive tender and follows Amec’s successful delivery of two 
previous five-year contracts held since 2004. 

Source bqmagazine.co.uk 08/01/14 
 
 

• A Bedlington-based haulier will increase its load capacity on North East 
roads after investing £300,000 in its 120-strong fleet. 
Grampian Continental, which transports goods for the oil, gas and 
green energy sectors, will also add two super cube trailers, increasing 
each load capacity by 30 per cent and decreasing emissions. 
The latest investment comes after the company, based in Newcastle 
and Aberdeen, built a £75,000, 2,200 sq ft warehouse in Bedlington in 
2013 and invested £400,000 to refurbish its Aberdeen facility. 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 07/01/14 
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• A leading North East construction firm has opened a new £900,000 
depot in Gateshead that will accommodate the expansion of its civil 
engineering division. 
Owen Pugh GDC, a subsidiary of the Owen Pugh Group that delivers 
civil engineering contracts to local authorities and water utility 
companies, has acquired a three-acre site on Factory Road, Blaydon, 
to support its growth plans. 

Source The Journal.co.uk 07/01/14 
 

• An international oil and gas company with operations in the North East 
has won two contracts to supply flexible pipes for an oil field in Brazil. 
Technip was awarded the contract by Brazilian energy company 
Petrobras, and will provide ultra-deep water pipes for the Sapinhoá 
Norte field and I5 at Lula field in the Santos Basin pre-salt area. 
The combined contracts include 100 km of piping as well as related 
equipment. 
Technip has two plants in the North East, including Technip Offshore 
Wind in Gateshead and Technip Umbilical Systems in Newcastle. 

Source Insidermedia.com 07/01/14 
 
DECEMBER 
 

• A national law firm with offices in Newcastle and Tees Valley has won 
a contract with insurer AIG. 
Bond Dickinson, which was also re-appointed to AIG's legal panel 
earlier in 2013, was one of four companies competing for the deal. 
The firm, which has offices on St Ann's Wharf, One Trinity and 
Stockton Wharf in Tees Valley, will now update and modernise 
hundreds of medium risk contracts with AIG's providers. 

Source insidermedia.com 19/12/13 
 

• J and RM Richardson have landed a multi-million pound contract to 
build headquarters for fellow Darlington firm Subsea Innovation 
Limited. 

Source Northern Echo 18/12/13 

 
 

• Darlington-based Stone Technical Services has won contracts totalling 
£200,000 across the North East. 
The repair business, which specialises in high level, historic and 
general maintenance, will commence work on listed buildings in 
Darlington, Middlesbrough, Durham, Tyneside, Sunderland, 
Northumberland and Teesside. 

Source Insidermedia.com 17/12/13 
 
 

• Sunderland-based Enspec Power has won its 50th wind farm project, 
winning work at the Boggeragh wind farm in Ireland. 

Source BQ-magazine.co.uk 17/12/13 
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• Aspire Technology Solutions a Tyneside IT solutions provider has 

signed a national contract with the Labour Party to power the party 
through the next General Election. The business signed a four-year 
contract with the Labour Party for an undisclosed but significant figure, 
to provide new computers for Labour’s two head offices in Westminster 
and Newcastle, as well as offices in Scotland, Wales and across the 
UK. 

 
Source Thejournal.co.uk 16/12/13 
 

• A team of building surveyors at Naylors Chartered Surveyors have 
been instructed on eight new projects for social landlord Isos Housing 
with a combined value of £800k. 
The firm will carry out works to a variety of residential properties 
ranging from a listed building in Grainger Street to a four-storey 
property in Jesmond and tower blocks in Gateshead.  
 

Source BDaily.co.uk 09/12/13 
 
 
 

• Washington-based AMH Workspace Ltd an office fit-out firm has 
reported a bumper final quarter to 2013, winning contracts worth in 
excess of £1.2 million since the start of September. 

 
The new contracts have secured several months work for the 15-strong 
team. 

Source BDaily.co.uk 09/12/13 
 

• Advanced engineering specialist, GT Group, has secured £100m of 
additional business as it enters one of the fastest periods of growth in 
its 30 year history. 

 
The company, which is headquartered at Peterlee, experienced year-
on-year growth of 25% in 2013 and is forecasting 35% for the following 
year. 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 10/12/13 
 
 

• SIG Distribution has invested over £2m in building and renovation work 
since July 2012 to regenerate the derelict site, once the home of the 
former Newcastle Federation Breweries distribution centre. 
 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 09/12/13 
 
 
  

• Moneygate has doubled the size of its national headquarters at The 
Bulrushes, Boldon Business Park, taking the total size of their office 



The North East Economy Notable News 

 

space to 10,000 sq ft.  The firm has signed up to a new lease on a 
neighbouring vacant office through agents Gavin Black & Partners. 

Source BDaily.co.uk 05/12/13 
 
 
 

• Construction of new day care centre nears completion. Howard Russell 
was appointed as main contractor on the £950,000 project after 
winning a tender to carry out a refurbishment and reconfiguration of the 
three-storey former Ambassador Hotel in Whitley Bay. BW Architecture 
was appointed architects on the scheme. 

 
Source Insidermedia.com 02/12/13 
 
 
NOVEMBER 
 

• Darlington Building Society is investing in an upgrade of its Stockton 
branch office. 
The mutual said the investment demonstrated its commitment to the 
town. 

Source Insidermedia.com 29/11/13 
 

• Construction business The Owen Pugh Group has invested about 
£750,000 in machinery to improve on-site efficiencies across the 
business. 
The civil engineering contractor, which employs more than 360 staff 
across five regional sites including its head office in Dudley, 
Northumberland, has purchased nine new pieces of machinery from 
Newcastle-based distributor Scot JCB. 

Source Insidermedia.com 29/11/13 
 

• Gateshead-based  Gradon Architecture practice has won a second 
contract with industrial technology firm Tracerco to modernise its 
Billingham offices. 
It will re-design two buildings on the Coxwold Way site, creating extra 
conference, office and laboratory space. 

Source Insidermedia.com 29/11/13 
 

• Construction firm Carillion has been chosen as the preferred bidder to 
lead the £800 million regeneration plans of Sunderland City Council, 
with support from Igloo Regeneration. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 29/11/13 
 

• Datum360,  a software firmbased in Middlesbrough, has secured a 

deal to provide services on a major offshore energy project. It will 

support GDF Suez E&P UK's work on the Cygnus project, which 

bosses say will supply gas to about 1.5 million UK homes from 2015 



The North East Economy Notable News 

 

Source Northernecho.co.uk 27/11/13 
 

• Kromek, based at Netpark in Sedgefield, County Durham, has won 

new orders for its aiport scanning machines. It has been asked 

to supply airports in Portugal, Cyprus, and Belgium, and is in talks to 

supply other airports across Europe. 

Source Northernecho.co.uk 27/11/13 

 
 

• North East egg producer Lintz Hall Farm is rounding off an already 
successful year with two prestigious supermarket contracts. 

 
The family run business based at Burnopfield in County Durham, is to 
supply Morrisons and Tesco Express stores across the North East and 
as far afield as Edinburgh with its Derwent Valley brand free range 
eggs. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 26/11/13 
 

• 99p Stores has invested £250k to open a new store at the Forum 
Shopping Centre in Wallsend 

 
 

• BAM Construction, with offices in Team Valley Trading Estate, 
Gateshead, has won a £13m deal to refurbish Newcastle College’s 
Parsons Tower 

 
 

• Newcastle based Geneva Digital Group, a digital marketing agency is 
looking to grow in the ecommerce sector, after investing a six figure 
sum on a new product. 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 18/11/13 
 

• OGN Group, the offshore engineering, procurement and construction 
specialist, has secured a mutli-million pound contract with EnQuest, 
which will lead to the creation of 600 jobs at its Tyneside facility for the 
duration of the project. 

Source Northern Echo 16/11/13 

 
 

• North East construction firm has announced a series of contract wins 
worth over £9 million. 

 
Surgo Construction, of Newcastle, has been awarded contracts by 
Sacred Heart Catholic High School (Sacred Heart) in Fenham, the 
Royal Grammar School (RGS) in Jesmond and Durham University. 

Source BDaily.co.uk 15/11/13 
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• Carillion sign £30m Morpeth Northern Bypass contract. 
Source Thejournal.co.uk 13/11/13 
 

• Northumberland construction and civil engineering company, JC&C, 
which doubled turnover in the past year, has secured four further 
contracts worth almost £3m. 
The work has secured the jobs of 40 workers and created new on-site 
opportunities which are being filled through a recruitment drive. 

Source Insidermedia.com 14/11/13 
 

• Two Italian restaurants in Newcastle are set to undergo a £500,000 
refurbishment as part of a wider £43m investment programme. 

 
Family-run leisure, property and care company The Malhotra Group 
has invested in a cosmetic overhaul of its two Scalinis restaurants – 
one located on Osborne Road, Jesmond and the other at The Three 
Mile Inn in Gosforth. 

Source insidermedia.com 14/11/13 
 

• Kristy Giblin, 29, and brother Greg Small, 23, from Stocksfield, 
Northumberland, have teamed up to open The Pudding Parlour in 
Hexham, a luxury dessert boutique devised to bring a slice of America 
to the Tyne Valley. 
 

Source Thejournal.co.uk. 12/11/13 
 

• North East recruitment outfit, Extension HR have secured a number of 
new contract wins and grown their team as a result. 

 
Gateshead-based Extension has plans to expand as demand for 
recruitment grows, as well as services in profiling, coaching, and HR 
support. 
 

Source bdaily.co.uk 11/11/13 
 
 

• C & A Pumps and Engineering launched in 2012 to install and maintain 
electrical and mechanical systems primarily for building firms, local 
authorities and managed workspaces. 

 
The Hartlepool-based firm has won a spate of contracts worth £30,000 
with some of Teesside’s largest chemical firms including Huntsman, 
Ineos, Univar and steel manufacturer SSI. 

 
Source The journal.co.uk 08/11/13 
 

• County Durham specialist construction company Stone Technical 
Services has secured contracts across the country worth £250,000. 
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Source Thejournal.co.uk 07/11/13 
 
 

• Technology firm Kromek, based near Sedgefield, has secured orders 
worth almost £4m for its pioneering products less than a month after 
floating on AIM for the first time. 
 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 06/11/13 
 
 

• Cotswold Manufacturing in Thornaby, has unveiled plans to double 
turnover and create jobs after a £750,000 investment in a new 
manufacturing centre.  

Source Northern Echo 05/11/13 

 
 
 
 

• Sunderland-based car parts manufacturer Gestamp has won its first 
major contract with BMW to provide parts for the new MINI series. 
 
Gestamp has just invested £150,000 in a new 12,100 sq ft extension at 
its Washington plant to store the newly-produced MINI parts before 
they are delivered to Oxford. 
 

Source Insidermedia.co.uk 05/11/13 
 

• Family-owned Dormor Machine and Engineering, which has been 
operating in Tees Valley for more than 30 years, has splashed out 
£500,000 on a new CNC machine. 

 
The company, in South Bank, Middlesbrough, made the investment 
with a £70,000 grant from the RGF’s Let’s Grow Programme. 

 
Source bdaily.co.uk 02/11/13 
 
 
 

• A £2m investment in a North East holiday park is set to create at least 
30 jobs, with the development of a historic coastal building. 

 
Park Leisure, owner of Amble Links Coastal Retreat and Holiday Park, 
is developing a new bar and restaurant on the north Northumberland 
coast in one of the most substantial investments seen in Amble in 
recent years. 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 04/11/13 
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• A distribution firm is expanding its North East presence with the 

construction of a £2m "supercentre" depot streamlining its services to 
more than 1,500 customers across the region. 

 
SIG Distribution – the distribution division of FTSE-listed construction 
supplies firm SIG plc – has invested the seven-figure sum in building 
and renovation work on the site of the former Newcastle Federation 
Breweries centre in Dunston, Gateshead. 

 
Source Thejournal.co.uk 01/11/13 
 
 
OCTOBER 
 
 

• EastQuay IT in Ouseburn valley has won contracts with Newcastle 
property development company Adderstone Group and Toffee Factory 
based building information modelling firm Digital Surveys to deliver 
general IT support and disaster recovery. 
 
The contract wins have led to the appointment of apprentices Laura 
Dawson from South Shields, Sam Cooper from Hexham and Dan 
Morley from Newcastle. 
 

Source BQ Magazine 30/10/13 
 
 
 

• Cummins, a North East engine manufacturer, based in Darlington, has 
landed a major contract to supply low emission engines for Scania 
buses. 

Source Northern Echo 30/10/13 
 

• Southdale, a construction and development specialist based in 
Darlington, has secured contracts worth more than £40m for work 
across the north.  

 
Source Northern Echo 30/10/13 
 

• Icon Plastics is moving into its own premises in Stockton-on-Tees 
before the end of the year on a two acre site with room for continued 
expansion, following a £200,000.00 investment. 
 

Source BQmagazine.co.uk 28/10/13 
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• Aston Darlington hotel will be converted into a Holiday Inn Open Lobby 
Concept following considerable investment, its owners Dominvs 
Hospitality have announced. 
 

Source BDaily.co.uk 24/10/13 
 

• North Yorkshire firm has ploughed £8m into buying more than 100 new 
snow vehicles ahead of the winter months. 

 
Econ Engineering, based in Ripon, manufactures and operates winter 
maintenance fleets for the local authorities in Kent and Aberdeenshire 
and several in between, producing more than 70 per cent of Britain’s 
winter gritting fleet. 
 

Source Bdaily.co.uk 23/10/13 
 

• Newcastle based Engineering Creatives, is working on a contract in 
Abu Dhabi worth £1m. The work involves creating an interactive train 
simulator for the My Works shopping mall. 

 
Source Northern Echo 23/10/13 
 

• AkzoNobel invest £15 million in Ashington facility. 
 

The build of AkzoNobel’s futuristic £100 million world-class decorative 
paint facility at Ashington is set to move one exciting step closer to 
completion with a momentous new arrival. 
Nine fully automated paint filling lines, the result of a £15 million 
investment, will shortly be installed at the 100,000 sq metre site at 
Ashington 
 

Source BDaily.co.uk 21/10/13 
 
 

• County Durham-based firm CSI, who deliver drugs and alcohol testing 
has invested £1 million in its NETPark operations and now aims to 
create 80 jobs. 

The firm which has six divisions and delivers a range of drugs and 
alcohol testing services for regional, national and global 
companies plans to increase its workforce from 18 to 80 over the next 
three years - and provide work for an additional 240 people nationally 
as part of its rapid growth and expansion. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 17/10/13 

 
 
 

• Northumberland training outfit, TDB Training, has its eye on major 
expansion after securing a £100k invesment. 
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The Ashington-headquartered business opened a second hub in 
Manchester earlier this year to capitalise on new opportunities with 
clients in the North West, and has just opened a further office in 
Middlesbrough. 

 
Source BDaily.co.uk 17/10/13 
 

• SONE secures £200k-per-year contract in oral healthcare sector. 
Stanley-based company appointed by Curaden to produce toothpicks 
and plastic boxes for the oral healthcare sector 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 15/10/13 
 

• Subsea Innovation, has announced it has secured a number of new 
contracts that will see it reach its 2013 turnover target of £10m. 
The Darlington-based company, which is a member of business 
development organisation NOF Energy, has become involved in 
various lucrative projects in the oil and gas sector that have contributed 
to its growing financial figures. 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 15/10/13 
 

• Cambridge Research Biochemicals (CRB) in Billingham has secured 
bank funding to acquire a new site. 
The business has purchased a base at 17-19 Belasis Hall Technology 
Park which will become its new headquarters and allow it to expand its 
current capacity from 4,000 sq ft to 10,000 sq ft. 
 

Source Insidermedia.com 09/10/13 
 
 

• Gateshead based manufacturer of surveillance and security 
equipment Petards has secured a major £1.75m contract with train 
builder Bombardier to supply CCTV systems for carriages. 
 

Source Bdaily.co.uk 
 

• Sunderland valve and pump manufacturers Haskel Europe is working 
on a £200k contract to supply Royal Navy divers with kit to keep them 
safe while disposing of WWII mines. 

Source bdaily.co.uk 0710/13 
• Hebburn-based Castle Building Services has announced it has secured 

three new contracts since the beginning of August, totalling £4.7m.  
Source BQmagazine.co.uk 07/10/13 
 
 

• Hodgson Sayers, the Stanley-based business, which employs around 
100 people, is taking on the task of replacing the roof coverings at 
Newcastle’s Cruddas Park Shopping Centre. The £1m contract is likely 
to see workers on site until March next year. 
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Meanwhile, it has also been appointed for a £1.4m flat roof 
replacement project that will see it supplying solar photovoltaic (pvs) 
panels to 142 properties and replacing the roofs on 258 properties in 
the west end of Newcastle. Hodgson Sayers won the job, at Elswick 
and West Denton, through a competitive tender with Your Homes 
Newcastle. 

Source thejournal.co.uk 04/10/13 
 

• Newcastle’s Aaroft Limited has secured £300k investment to expand 
its presence in the UK market and create 20 North East jobs, having 
found success in the Scandinavian construction industry.  

Source Bdaily.co.uk 04/10/13 

 
 
 
 
SEPTEMBER 
 
 
 
 

• Northumberland-based private hire firm Phoenix Taxis has invested 
£50,000 in vehicle charge point technology and £100,000 in electric 
vehicles, as well as £150,000 in hybrid vehicles. 
 
The family-run firm, which was established in 1990, has bought three 
Nissan leafs boosting its electric taxi fleet from four to seven. It has 
also invested in another 12 staff at its base in Blyth. 
 

Source Journal.co.uk 26/09/13 
 
 

• Computer console headset specialist, Turtle Beach who took on 
Darlington based Lygo International, has signed a deal with 
Parametric to combine sales, designs and technical work. 

Lygo based in Lingfield Point, currently employs 25 people is looking 
to create at least 50 jobs after £10m investment from the US Audio 
firm. 

Source Northern Echo 25/09/13 

 
 

• Jonathan Edwards, Josh Rose and Robert Clarkson – all former 
students of Northumbria University - have opened Jam Jar at the site of 
The George Hotel, following a £100,000 renovation project. 

 
Source Thejournal.co.uk 24/09/13 
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• Communications consultancy, Admiral PR, has won new contracts 
worth £250,000.00 at its head office in Newcastle. 

 
Source BQ Magazine.co.uk 18/09/13 
 

• Fast growing firm AYO Digital has secured a "milestone" investment of 
£400,000 which is set to fuel further rapid expansion at the agency. 

 
The Gateshead-based company has doubled in size in the past year 
and currently employs 25 people in the North East.  
 

Source TheJournal.co.uk 18/09/13 
 

• High Tyde Consulting, based at Wynyard Park has won a £350,000.00 
contract for distribution firm Alcopa, whose head office is in Kontich, 
near Antwerp. 

Source Northern Echo 18/09/13 

 

• North East pub chain, The Stonegate Pub Company has carried out 
£200,000 refurbishment of its Yates pub in Newcastle and created 5 
jobs. 

Source Northern Echo 12/09/13 

 
• North East cable protection company, Tekmar Energy, based in 

Newton Aycliffe, has been awarded a contract by DONG Energy for the 
Westermost Rough Offshore Wind Farm. 

Source Thejournal.co.uk 12/09/13 
 

• Tanfield Group based in Washington, Wearside has secured 
£500,000.00 to strengthen its future as it looks to finalise the sale of its 
cherry picker division. 

Source Northern Echo 11/09/13 
 
 

• Scotshield, a fire and security system firm with an office in Gateshead 
has created 10 North East posts and wants to create more North East 
jobs after securing work worth £2m on contracts. 

Source Northern Echo 10/09/13 
 
 

• Newcastle-based Solutions Recruitment has secured a £1.7m 
investment to complement expansion into new offices. 

Source Bdaily.co.uk 09/09/13 
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• A partnership between former Masterchef finalist Dave Coulson and 
the team behind a successful restaurant business has seen a £250,000 
investment into a brand new venture. 

  
County Durham-born Coulson, who made it into the final three of 
2010’s Masterchef: The Professionals, will head up the culinary team at 
Peace & Loaf, a restaurant he is opening in Jesmond, Newcastle, with 
business manager and fellow director Geeta Ral. 

Source Journallive.co.uk 05/09/13 
 

• Design and print agency HPM Group, based in Newton Aycliffe, is 
celebrating after winning a hat-trick of football contracts worth 
£400,000. 

Source The Journal 05/09/13 
 

• Class Fundraising, based in Redcar, has invested £50,000 in a second 
full colour printer. 
 

Source Northern Echo 04/09/13 
 

• The Cosyseal Group, based in Stockton, has sealed a £38M contract 
to work on more than 4,500 homes, which it says will create up to 80 
jobs. 
 

Source Northern Echo 04/09/13 
 
 
AUGUST 
 

• Property developer Tim Wilks will create more than 30 North East jobs 
when he opens Lane 7 a ten-pin bowling alley, after investing 
£700,000.00 in the development. 

Source Northern Echo 30/08/13 

 
 

• The Devonport Hotel in Middleton One Row has invested more than 
£100,000.00 renovating the building and is looking to take on 6 more 
members of staff having already increased his staff from six to 
fourteen. 

Source Northern Echo 27/08/13 

 
• Stanley-based SONE Products Ltd is set to expand its range of 

services by investing £700,000 in its Country Durham facility. 
Source: The Journal 23/08/2013 
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• IES – Inspection and Engineering Services – of Evans Business 
Centre, Newton Aycliffe, has won a £250,000 contract to work on the 
new Terminal 2a and 2b and the Terminal 3 integrated baggage centre. 

Source: The Journal 23/08/2013  
 

• The Northumberland Hussar in Heaton has been acquired by a new 
owner who plans to invest £500,000 into the venue. 

Source: insidermedia.com 
 

• Yorwaste, a waste management and re-cycling company based in 
Scarborough has secured a five-year contract to carry out recycling 
forRedcar and Cleveland Council. 
 

Source Northern Echo 14/08/13 
• Romag, a specialist glass maker, based in Consett has won a five year 

contract to supply parts for the Hitachi flag ship train building scheme. 
The contract could create jobs due to increased demand. 
 

Source Northern Echo 13/08/13 
 

• Darlington-based Niven architects has won four school contracts 
totalling £33m. 
Niven Architects has already been working around thousands of pupils 
for months as they completed their studies and sat important exams. 
The four projects, totalling £33m, saw designers having to blend the 
refurbishment and partial demolition of existing premises with new 
buildings to create modern classrooms and sports facilities. 
 

Source bdaily.co.uk 06/08/13 
 
 
 

• HPM Group, a multi-media agency based on Aycliffe Business Park, 
has made a huge investment in new technology to cope with an 
increase in digital demand. It has forked out £25,000 on a number of 
new Apple Macs and £25,000 on new servers. 

The £50k investment is to enable the company to accommodate an 
increase in web work. 

 

Source Aycliffetoday.co.uk 04/08/13 
 
 
JULY 
 

• Darlington is to host a new £38m National Biologics Manufacturing 
Centre as part of the Government’s drive to grow health industries. 
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The £38m investment through the Technology Strategy Board will be 
used to build a facility for the manufacture of biological medicines such 
as antibodies and vaccines. 

 
It will be managed by the Centre for Process Innovation (CPI) as part 
of the High Value Manufacturing (HVM) Catapult. 
Darlington was chosen for its close proximity to existing manufacturing 
and universities; transport links with the rest of the UK and growth 
opportunities within the Tees Valley Enterprise Zone. 

 
Source BDaily.co.uk 31/07/13 
 

• Tiger Filtration, based in Sunderland has secured a £250,000 a year 
contact that will create jobs at the Rivergreen Industry Centre 
headquarters. 

Source Northern Echo 30/07/13 

 
• Clugston Construction has won a £7M deal to build a technology centre 

in the Billingham, near Stockton on Tees. 
Source Northern Echo 23/07/13 
 

• Hartlepool company Seatechs, that provides personnel for work in the 
offshore oil industry has secured a £3M contract for a project in Brazil. 

Source The Journal 22/07/13 
 

• Calibre Secured Networks Ltd, a fast growing Newcastle based ICT 
firm has won a £650,000.00 contract to provide a Sunderland School 
with the attest computer technology. 

Source The Journal 22/07/13 
 
 

• Cobham, an aerospace firm, which employs about 90 workers at 
Durham Tees Valley Airport, has secured a deal to make parts for a 
next generation patrol aircraft. 

Source Northern Echo 10/07/13 
 

• The Firm and international craft supplies business is investing 
£100,000, to improve its packaging and distribution warehouse in 
Bishop Auckland, Co. Durham. 
 

Source Northern Echo 10/07/13 
 

• County Durham-based Crafter’s Companion is to invest more than 
£100,000 this year to improve its packing and distribution facility as the 
company gears up for further expansion into Europe 
 

Source thejournal.co.uk 09/07/13 
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• World leader in dehumidifier and watercooler technology Ebac has 
invested £500,000 in adding air source heat pumps to its range of 
products manufactured at its North East England factory. 
 

Source BDaily.co.uk 09/07/13 
 
JUNE 
 

• A Darlington cleaning firm is using its recent contract wins to invest 
heavily to help with its growth in the coming year. 
 
MJF Cleaning Services provides a range of commercial cleaning 
services for businesses and organisations such as bars, offices, 
restaurants, hospitals, doctors and dentists’ surgeries, schools and 
building companies. 

 
Source bdaily.co.uk 26/06/13 
 

• Almit Group, based in Bishop Auckland, Shildon and County Durham 
will create 40 North East jobs in a £5m expansion into the former 
Amdega factory, in Darlington. 

Source Northern Echo 25/06/13  

 
 
 

• Web recruitment software firm Recruitment Force has created 3 job 
vacancies following a £500,000.00 investment. 

Source Northern Echo 25/06/13 
 

• RINGTONS has secured repeat business and two new contracts which 
will see it supply garden centres throughout the country with its hot 
beverage products and solutions. 
The family brand’s food services division Ringtons Beverages, which 
specialises in supplying coffee shops, restaurants, hotels, department 
stores and gyms, has worked with North East garden centres for more 
than 16 years. 

Source NEBusiness.co.uk 25/06/13 
 
 

• Sunderland-based Connor Solutions Ltd has set its sights on further 
growth through extending its Rainton Bridge plant as part of a £3.6m 
investment programme. 

The seven-figure scheme to swell its specialist electronic production 
capabilities will see the near-doubling of the company’s factory to 
50,000sq ft and the expansion of its current 120-strong workforce, with 
60 new electronic engineering and assembly jobs being created over 
the three-year period. 
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NEBusiness.co.uk 24/06/13 

 
 
 

• North East construction firm Surgo have secured a contract to build two 
anaerobic digester plants with a combined value of £3m. 
Stokesley-based JFS & Associates have appointed Surgo, who will 
work closely with a German technology partner to construct the 6 metre 
high concrete tanks at sites in Cumbria and North Yorkshire. 
 

BDaily.co.uk 21/06/13 
 
 

• Mobile crane operator, Nicholson Hiab, based near Stockton has 
invested £200,000.00 in equipment. 

Source Northern Echo 19/06/13  
 

• Caremark (Redcar and Cleveland) has won a £650,000.00 contract to 
provide support for residents in Eston and Marske. 
 

Source Northern Echo 19/06/13 
 

• An aircraft engineering company is to create 78 jobs after announcing 
plans to invest almost £10m in new technology and growing the 
business. 
CAV Aerospace, of Consett, received £1.4m of Regional Growth Fund 
money from the Government and has subsidised this with £8.2m from 
private investors in Japan, Germany and the US. 

 
Source BQ Magazine 17/06/13 
 
  

• Newcastle-based Northstar Ventures has invested £75m in more than 
400 small and medium sized businesses (SMEs) across the North 
East since it was set up in 2004. This has helped to create 1,600 jobs 
and every £1 Northstar has invested has attracted another £2 on top 
for SMEs. 

Source NEBusiness.co.uk 17/06/13 

 
 

• Hutchinson technical Services Ltd, based in Middleborough is moving 
into the liquid petroleum gas market and creating jobs following a 
£100,000.00 cash injection. 

Source Northern Echo 13/06/13 
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• Mech Plant, part of Durham based Esh Group is investing £3.5m in 
machinery. 

Source Northern Echo 12/06/13 
 

• Powerdial Services, based in Hawthorn, near Seaham, has sealed a 
deal worth £64,000 to supply services for a business to business call 
centre. 

Source Northern echo 12/06/13 
• Hertel, based in Midddlesbrough has signed a three year deal with 

Total UK, to work on the Lindsey Oil Refinery, in Immingham, North 
Lincolnshire. 

Source Northern Echo 12/06/13 
 

• Darchem Engineering, based in Stillington has won a £1.2m deal to 
supply the Indian navy with a folding fire barrier. 

Source Northern Echo 11/06/13 
 

• Potastor, a construction firm based in York, has secured a contract to 
supply blast resistant products for a £2.5bn offshore energy project. 

Source NEBusiness.co.uk 06/06/13 
 

• Ecco Finishing Supplies in Middleborough, has secured more deals in 
the international energy sector to bolster its continued expansion.   

It recently won a £500,000 deal to send specialist sprat machines to 
the Middle East. 

Source Northern Echo 06/06/13 

 
 
 

• OFFSHORE and onshore specialist trainers Teesside Rigging & Lifting 
aim to attract new contracts into the region following a £70,000 
investment. 
 
The Stockton-based firm, which provides specialist training for riggers 
and erectors in the oil and gas industry, is in the final stages of 
securing the highest available accreditation in its industry from the 
Offshore Petroleum Industry Training Organisation (OPITO). 

 
Source NE Business.co.uk 03/06/13 
 
 
MAY 
 

• North East pothole repair company Velocity, based in Sunderland has 
created six jobs after securing a deal to supply its vehicles to Latin 
American countries. They have also invested £150,000.00 in a 
machine to tackle the problems of potholes in the region. 

Source Northern Echo 30/05/13 
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• TAG Energy Solutions, based in the former Haverton Hill shipyard at 

Billingham, has secured a £20m contract for 16 foundations for E.ON’s 
Humber Gateway offshore windfarm 

Source NE Business.co.uk 28/05/13 
 

• Redhall Engineering based in Middlesbrough has won a £3m 
fabrication deal to help build a revolutionary gas plant in the region.  

Source Northern Echo 24/05/13 
 
 

• Middlesbrough based Unasys Aasta Hansteen has secured a £2.6m 
deal to help install a gas platform above the Arctic Circle. 

Source Northern Echo 22/05/13 
 

• Cleveland Bridge, based in Darlington has won a £35m contract with 
the Government of Sri Lanka to build up to 210 bridges. 

 
Source Northern Echo 20/05/13 

 
• Bishop Auckland based Izumi Products has secured a £20,000.00 

contract after using facilities at South west Durham Training to fulfil the 
order. 

Source Northern Echo 17/05/13 
 

• Argus Powerbed, a pipe making firm based in Sunderland, has created 
10 jobs after investing £500,000.00. 

Source Northern Echo 17/05/13 
 
 

• Entrepreneur Ben Darcy has opened Darcy’s of Durham, a vehicle 
repair, servicing, MOT and diagnostics outlet having investing more 
than £350,000 in the venture and creating four jobs in the process. 

Source Northern Echo 16/05/13 

 
 

• Middlesbrough recycling specialist is raking in dividends following a 
£750,000 investment in a new glass beneficiation plant. 

Ward Recycling Ltd, are now adding two new clients every week and the 
company expects to produce 25,000 tonnes in 2013, adding further £2m 
in sales and creating ten new jobs. 

Source Bdaily.co.uk 16/05/13 

 
 

• MORE than £1.25bn of construction work is expected to be generated 
in a major new works framework won by a Gateshead firm. 
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Construction company Willmott Dixon has been reappointed as sole 
contractor of Scape – the public sector body that enables local authorities 
to save time and money by procuring their projects. 

Source NEBusiness.co.uk 15/05/13 
 
 

• Hitachi Rail Europe has appointed Newcastle-based Merchant Place 
Developments to build its £82m Newton Aycliffe train factory. 

 
The facility will be Hitachi’s first European train factory to build the Super 
Express Trains for the Great Western Main Line and the East Coast Main 
Line, and possibly Crossrail stock in the future. 

Source BDaily.co.uk 15/05/13 
 

• Gateshead-based electronics manufacturer is investing £8m in its 
North East plant, and creating 150 jobs. 

 
Turbo Power Systems has secured £1.1m of the Regional Growth Fund, 
through UKTI, and Brazilian majority shareholders, Vale Soluçoes em 
Energia (VSE), are also investing its Gateshead plant. 
 

Source Bdaily 13/05/13 
 

• North East building services company is investing £100,000 in 
development and creating jobs after landing a significant piece of 
funding. 

Hartlepool’s Brickwork Services Ltd has received a £50,000 unsecured 
loan from UK Steel Enterprise. 

The firm has already provided work for more than 170 skilled 
bricklayers, and has worked for clients such as Yuill Homes, Taylor 
Wimpey, Miller Homes, Keepmoat and the Esh Group. 

Source BDaily.co.uk 10/05/13 

 

 
 
 

• A STEEL supply company is investing £1.2m in its Durham plant as 
part of global expansion plans. 

 
Nottinghamshire-based Steetley Dolomite, which produces materials 
used in the creation of steel, is pumping around £10m across its two 
operations – in Worksop and Durham - half of which comes through a 
funding package from HSBC 
 

Source NEBusiness.co.uk 09/05/13 
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• WEB development firm dotUK has won a new contract to deliver a bill 

management system for a home care group. 
dotUk offers web, mobile, app and software development from its office 
on Yarm High Street. 
Established in 1999, the digital agency won the contract worth around 
£3,000 with County Durham home care group Dale Care to enhance its 
management system for the billing of clients and staff pay. 
 

Source NE Business.co.uk 07/05/13 
 
 

• Surgo Construction has scored hat-trick of contracts as they begin 
work on a new £7.7m state of the art bus depot in Gateshead.. 

 
The 2.38 hectare depot in Dunston will replace Go North East’s existing 
site at Winlaton and Sunderland Road. 

 
Working with developer, UK Land Estate, contractors, Surgo 
Construction have erected the steel framework for the new facility, which 
includes sustainable design elements such as, rainwater harvesting and 
recycling of water onsite. 

 
Once complete it will create 4,150m2 of workshops as well as storage, 
office, mess room and training facilities with external testing and bus fleet 
parking areas. 

 
Newcastle-based Surgo Construction, has also recently won a £1.3m 
window replacement and refurbishment contract at the Christopher 
building on the Durham University estate. 
 

Source Bdaily 07/05/13 
 
 

• MTE, a North East firm fire and blast proof protection firm based in 
Darlington, has secured two contracts to protect hundreds of workers 
off the Malaysian coast. 

 
Source Northern Echo 03/05/13 
 

• Darlington based Infoserve Group is recruiting 15 staff after it won a 
three year contract to generate sales leads for PruHealth. 

Source Northern Echo 02/05/13 

 
 

• A TYNESIDE digital firm has been selected to provide on-board 
communications technology for new express trains due to be built in 
the North East. 
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Hitachi Rail Europe has selected Newcastle-based Nomad Digital to fit 
on-board server (OBS) systems for the fleet of Intercity Express 
Programme (IEP) trains that will be built in Newton Aycliffe, County 
Durham, from 2015. 
 

Source Ne Business 02/05/13 
 
 

• ENERGY firm The PX group has won the contract to operate the 
world’s largest fat-fuelled power station in London. 

 
Stockton-based PX group already operates a series of energy and 
process facilities around the UK, including the Teesside Gas Processing 
Plant, power stations at Fellside in Cumbria and at Stallingbrough, near 
Immingham, the Inver Energy fuel storage depot at Cardiff and a similar 
facility for Phillips 66 near Stockport. 
 

Source NE Business 02/05/13 
 

• Tekmar, the subsea technology company, has unveiled a £1m 
investment programme, which will more than treble the size of its North 
East facility and create in excess of 30 jobs. 

The Newton Aycliffe-based company supplies offshore wind cable 
protection systems and intends to expand its operations into the oil and 
gas sector. 
The expansion includes adding a further 75,000 sq ft to its current 27,000 
sq ft facility on the Newton Aycliffe Business Park. 

 
Source Insider Media 01/05/13 
 
APRIL 
 

• Oilfield specialist Glacier Energy Services has formally opened the 
North East base of its Wellclad business in Boldon – creating up to 22 
jobs in an investment worth more than £325,000. 

Source Insidermedia 30/04/13 

 
   
• A £1.5m expansion, which will create new jobs and services, is 

underway at Total Recycling Services after the Darlington-based waste 
management business secured funding from Yorkshire Bank. 

Source Insider media 22/04/13 
 
 

• Corespec Ltd, a North East packaging company based on the 
Greencroft Industrial Park in Stanley, Co.Durham have invested 
£300,000 to build a new warehouse and set up an additional 
production line. 
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Source Northern Echo 17/04/13 
 
 

• A North East storage company is expanding after experiencing a 
sudden increase in demand for its services. 

Box Clever has invested £60,000 in state-of-the-art security system at 
its premises in Billingham. 

It has also appointed a new business manager to grow its portfolio of 
services which include caravan storage, van hire and the rental of 
storage units in varying sizes. 

Bosses at the facility say the upturn reflects increased confidence in 
the housing market with homeowners looking to move house or create 
more space in their homes 

Source BDaily 16/04/13 

 
 

• Walker based electrical engineers Houghton International have 
invested more than £1.5m as part of a 10-year development 
programme, following 10% growth in the last year. 

 
Source NEBusiness.co.uk 12/04/13 
 
 

• A SOFTWARE company that helps call centres to provide better 
customer service by improving the way staff handle inquiries, has 
secured £250,000 of investment. 

   SocialRel8 has received £100,000 from the Finance for Business   
North East Proof of Concept Fund with a further £150,000 coming from a 
number of Angel investors. 

 
Source NE Business 02/04/13 
 
 
 
 
 
MARCH 
 

• LIFELONG friends Emma Riley and Libby Lucas are investing 
£200,000 in their four-legged friends by creating a luxury day care 
centre for dogs. 

The pair, both from Morpeth, are embarking on an ambitious new 
business aimed at helping responsible dog owners struggling to 
balance work with time at home. 

The pair are investing around £200,000 in the first three years, the 
majority of which will go into the creation of the Sandy Lane site, which 
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will have extensive indoor and outdoor areas for the four-legged 
guests, including luxury, heated log cabins, each designed to hold up 
to 20 dogs. 

Source NEBusiness.co.uk 27/03/13 
 

• Kevin Watts, a leading businessman, has invested £2m in the Croft 
Hotel 

 
Source: The Journal 21/03/2013 
 

• North East technology firm Eemits Communications has grown its 
national presence further by securing a major new contract with 
Hertfordshire Fire and Rescue Service. 

 
Source: BDaily 19/03/2013  

• Orangegrass Thai & Oriental Cuisine is investing £400,000 in a new 
venue in Newcastle that will create 15 jobs. 

Source: Nebusiness 18/03/2013  

 
 

• Blyth-based Draeger Safety UK has undertaken a multi-million-pound 
investment as it continues to diversify into new markets. The 
investment includes a £1.3m refurbishment of the manufacturing plant, 
and nearly £500,000 in new robotic equipment and warehouse 
management systems. 

 
Source: Nebusiness 13/03/2013  
 

• Stadium Group plans to spend £1.5m on its Hartlepool site and is 
hiring 30 extra staff. 

Source: Nebusiness 13/03/2013  

 
 

• Draeger Safety UK has invested £1.8m investing in refurbishing its 
Blyth HQ 

 
Source: BQ 12/03/2013   
 

• AN IT services provider has secured £240,000 contract as it looks to 
grow its £4.2m turnover and 36-strong workforce in the next 12 
months. 

 
Gateshead-based Aspire will work with waste management and 
recycling company Yorwaste to deliver better internet connectivity 
across 19 sites, including full long-term IT support. 
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• Teesside’s ElringKlinger (GB) has invested £1.5m in its Redcar plant to 
create a new, four-part production line which will supply exhaust 
manifold gaskets and turbo heatshields. 

 
   The contract is expected to be worth more than £10m over the next five      
years. Ian Malcolm, managing director at ElringKlinger, said the deal to 
export engine parts to a General Motors plant in Hungary could create a     
dozen new jobs. 

 
 
 
 
FEBRUARY 
 

• Darlington based Deep Ocean, formerly CTC Marine has been 
awarded a contract by international energy firm Statoil worth £175m 
but could rise to £293m if the deal is extended. 

 
Source Northern Echo 22/01/13 
 

• ONE of Tyneside's largest and oldest engineering groups has invested 
£8m in moving one of its companies to larger premises to provide 
scope for growth in the buoyant oil and gas market. 

 
British Engines has announced plans to move Rotary Power from 
Newcastle to South Shields, as its current site at St Peter’s is no longer fit 
for purpose. 

 
The relocation of Rotary Power, which employs 111 people, is a result of 
a continuing growth of British Engines which anticipates its turnover 
being in the region of £130m this year. 
 

Source The Journal 20/02/13 
 

• Robertson secures another contract with Inchcape Retail. 
 

Gateshead-based Robertson has been commissioned to deliver a 28-
week intensive refurbishment programme at Cooper BMW Boldon which 
will see part of the existing building extended vertically and horizontally. 
 

Source NE Business 20/02/13 
 
 
 
 
JANUARY 
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• Cramlington-based Strategic Corrosion Management (SCM), which has 
operations in Aberdeen, has secured a £250,000 contract with a major 
Danish gas development project. They will deliver surveys and data 
management for three further assets in the Danish sector of the North 
Sea 

Source NE Business.co.uk 30/01/13 
 

 
• IT provider Onyx Group has hailed another strong year of growth as 

more companies looked to outsource their business to save cash. 
 
The Stockton-based firm saw turnover rise 15% during 2012 to almost 
£20m, while continuing to keep in profit, and promised further growth this 
year. 
 
This year Onyx is looking to continue on the same tack, investing another 
£2m on improving services at centres in Edinburgh, Glasgow and 
Sheffield. 
 

Source NE Business.co.uk 28/01/13 
 
 
 
 

• OIL and gas engineering firm, FES International, has signed its largest 
ever single project off the Western Australian coast, which will land the 
company more than £6m. 

The Blyth-based company, which specialises in manufacturing fluid 
transfer systems for subsea oil and gas extraction, will provide its 
bespoke diverless bend stiffener connectors (DBSCs) for the world-class 
Ichthys gas project. 
The DBSCs need to be designed for a subsea service life of 40 years. 
The project’s long life makes it a particularly demanding challenge, as 
FES’s solution has to be robust and resistant to corrosion and marine 
growth. 
The UK firm began pursuing the contract in December 2010, and has 
since trebled its turnover to just over £16m this year. 

 
Source NE Business 08/01/13 
 

• Port of Blyth invests in new crane to help offshore operators. 
 
THE Port of Blyth has invested in a new £2.1m crane after securing a 
hire purchase facility from Lloyds TSB Commercial Finance. 
The port, which handles up to 1.5 million tonnes of goods each year, is 
expanding with an increasing number of offshore energy operators and 
needed the extra lifting power on its South Harbour. 
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The Liebherr LHM 420 has a lifting capacity of over 120 tonnes and will 
mean the port can offer unloading services 24 hours a day, rather than 
having to hire an additional crane when extra capacity was needed. 
 

Source NE Business 25/01/13 
 
 
 
 

• TRW has invested £15M to safeguard its long term future. The 
investment will be used to fund two new production lines at its 
Houghton-le-Spring factory to build the next generation of power 
steering motors. 

 
Source Northern Echo 19/01/13 

 
 

• T Manners and Sons Limited, a construction and Joinery Company, 
based in Bishop Auckland, County Durham has clinched new contracts 
worth £2.5m.  

 
Source Northern Echo 09/01/13 

 
 
 

• CRANE maker Liebherr is expanding its Wearside premises after 
winning a lucrative contract. 

 
The Sunderland firm recently won a major order to build North Sea 
offshore cranes for energy and utilities giant GDF Suez and will push on 
with plans for its extension, following planning approval from Sunderland 
City Council. 
 
The extension will enable Liebherr to build its maritime cranes in advance 
of orders being received, which will reduce waiting time for delivery to 
customers. 
 

Source NE Business 09/01/13 
 
 

• Specsavers has invested £150,000 on a new look for its Darlington 
branch on High Row 

Source Northern Echo 02/01/13 
 
 
DECEMBER 
 

• DURHAM-based construction firm Esh Build is to turn the landmark 
Algernon Firth building in Leeds into student apartments. 
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The Grade II listed building is being converted by Esh Build on behalf of 
new owners Rushbond Group in a contract worth £3.2m. 
 

Source NE Business 21/12/12 
 
 
 

• WINE entrepreneur Tony Cleary is ploughing nearly £3m into the first 
phase of a plan to make his the greenest liquor business in the world. 

 
He has always been keen to ensure the Lanchester Group, which this 
year is expected to see sales of £50m, is environmentally-friendly, with 
heat pumps, electric vehicles and solar panels to help cut the power bills. 
 
 
And now he is investing £2.8m to put in the first two of three wind 
turbines at its hilltop base in Annfield Plain near Lanchester, County 
Durham, so the firm can generate its own electricity and become carbon 
positive. 

 
Source NE Business 18/12/12 
 
 

• A specialist titanium supplier is a cut above the competition after 
winning two new contracts worth more than £500,000. 

 
Source NE Business 17/12/12 
 
 

• North Shields based 3G Titanium imports titanium from China and 
recently started cutting the semi-precious metal using a ultra-high 
pressure water jet cutting system (UHP). 

 
The company is now celebrating after the first orders for its complete 
importing and cutting service secured the company lucrative contracts 
to manufacture sub-sea buoyancy aids and seawater buffer tanks. 

 
Source NE Business 17/12/12 
 
 

• A £2.5m cash investment will help refurbish an historic city centre hotel 
and provide student housing. 

 
The Grand Hotel on Barras Bridge, in Newcastle, will undergo a huge re- 
development as Newcastle University invests millions into revamping the 
Grade II-listed building. 
 

Source The Journal 10/12/12 
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• A specialist North East care home provider is investing about £4m in a 
new site based in Northumberland. 

 
Dementia care provider Craig Healthcare is developing a 63-bed care 
home in Cramlington, due to open in spring 2013. 
 

Source Insidermedia.com 05/12/12 
 
 
 
 
 
NOVEMBER 
 
 
 

• ROPE giants Bridon  unveiled a £30m project set to spark a jobs boost 
on the banks of the Tyne and signal “the return of heavy industry to 
Newcastle”. 

Specialists at the Walker-based site, Bridon Neptune Quay, will 
manufacture the world’s largest offshore ropes when they open for 
business today. 
And it’s anticipated a multi-million pound investment from the 
Government’s Regional Growth Fund (RGF) will safeguard more than 
150 jobs and create another 50. 

 
Source Chronicle Live 15/11/12 
 
 
 
 

• Hundreds of jobs are set to be created after developer Terrace Hill 
won the contract for a £30M leisure development in Darlington. The 
firm has signed a deal with Darlington Borough Council to develop the 
former bus station site next to the Town Hall. 

Source Northern Echo 15/11/12 

 
 

• Lanchester Dairies creates 10 jobs after winning £10m contract. 

A COUNTY Durham dairy has created 10 jobs after landing a £10m-a-
year contract with a milk doorstep delivery company. 

Lanchester Dairies, the region’s biggest independent dairy, will 
provide around 13.2 million litres a year to Blaydon-based Hanover 
Dairies, which has around 120 delivery rounds from Alnwick to 
Catterick. 
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Source NE Business 13/11/12 

 
 
 
 
 

• A North East furniture retailer is unlocking investment and employment 
opportunities on Wearside. 

 
Michael O’Connor Furniture Group is investing £50,000 into refurbishing 
its store in Holmeside, Sunderland, which will lead to the workforce 
increasing by 60 per cent. 

 
Source Insider Media 12/11/12 
 

• J&B Recycling based in Hartlepool has invested £230,000 in a 
shredding  machine which strips old mattresses  don into metal, 
springs, foam and other materials. 

 
Source The Journal 08/11/12 
 

• A Darlington company has invested in its operations after more than 
tripling its turnover in 2012. 

 
Addo Printing, based at Silverlink Business Park, has invested in new 
equipment to enhance its operations and has also recruited a new 
production director after increasing its turnover from £150,000 to more 
than £500,000 in the last six months. 

 
The company, run by Kieran Bayley, has invested more than £40,000 in 
high-tech machinery which can operate at super-high speeds to increase 
efficiency and ultimately result in cost-savings for clients. 
 

Source Insidermedia 05/11/12 
 
 
 
OCTOBER 
 

• Advantex – an IT installation specialist based in Houghton-le-Spring 
has seen a recent increase in demand among companies looking to 
upgrade their IT infrastructure. Recent wins include a £250,000 
contract from builder Sir Robert McAlpine to install network 
infrastructures and wire systems at Nissan’s battery plant , which is 
being built at Washington and they have also won a £140,000 contract 
to supply and maintain a new IT system at Green Lane School in 
Middlesbrough. 

 
Source The Journal 30/10/12 



The North East Economy Notable News 

 

 
 
 

• Norchem Group based in County Durham, has invested  £150,000    in 
new technology to help run its new buying operation. 

 
Source Northern Echo 27/10/12 

 
 
 

• Transport group RTH Lubbers plans £2.8m expansion drive. The fast 
growing business providing international transport services to the oil 
and gas industry is investing £2.8m in new jobs and equipment. 

RTH Lubbers, which has its UK headquarters in Cramlington, 
Northumberland, is spending £1.6m on 12 new trucks and 25 new 
trailers this year, and has earmarked £1.2m for further expansion in 
2013. 

Source NEBusiness.co.uk 29/10/12 

 
 
 

• Online bingo provider Tombola is to invest £1m in an overhaul its 
Sunderland office. 

 
Source Insider Media 26/10/12 
 

• A CONTRACT worth more than £50m will see 400 new jobs created on 
the banks of the River Tyne, it has been revealed. 

 
More than £1.6bn is being used to extend the life of oil fields in the North 
Sea in the hope of producing a further 100 million barrels of oil at a new 
rig. 
 
And now Offshore Group Newcastle (OGN) have revealed they’ve 
clinched a multi-million pound contract from Talisman Energy for the 
engineering, procurement and fabrication of the jacket, the drilling rig’s 
base. 
 

Source 25/10/12 
 
 

• Washington-based Fastflow Pipeline Services has been awarded a 
£3m contract to upgrade key sections of Scottish Water's clean water 
network. 

 
• Knowledge IT, a Washington-based provider of datacentre services, 

has won a contract with Pinnacle People, an organisation set up to 
help tackle worklessness and deprivation. 
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The hosting platform for the national employment and skills sector 
specialist will be housed in one of Knowledge IT's North East data 
centres. The contract is worth £100,000. 

 
Source Insider Media 23/10/12 
 

• CAR parts manufacturer German-owned multinational engineering firm 
ElringKlinger, has invested £250,000 on an advanced process which 
engineers believe could speed up production and reduce energy 
emissions.  

 
Source Northern Echo 17/10/12 
 
 

• Green growth drive urged as Maden Eco, a construction and 
renewable energy company invests in its factory. Maden are calling for 
the Government to drive green growth after investing £350,000 in a 
new factory. 

 
Berwick-based Maden Eco has just added the finishing touches to its 
8,000sq ft premises at the Ramparts Business Park, but says a lot hinges 
on whether or not the Government’s environmental agenda is watered 
down in the next 12 months. 
 

Source NE Business 10/10/12 
 

• Stockton based Onyx Group an ambitious North East technology 
company has won a multi-million pound deal to manage IT for 
Edinburgh Airport. 

 
Source Northern Echo 04/10/12 
 

• Cenelec which safety checks potentially explosive equipment such as 
oil rigs and distilleries is investing £2m in an expansion which it expects 
to grow its revenues from £3.5m to £15m in three years. 

 
Cramlington-based Cenelec has signed a deal with US oilfield services 
giant Weatherford Drilling International to check its 200 land drills every 
year as they go from contract to contract around the world. 

 
Source  Ne Buisness 04/10/12 
 
 
 
 

• Realrider online forum for nets £285,000 investment.  The online forum 
for the UK's motorcyclists is revved up and ready to go after netting a 
£285,000 investment. 
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Realrider has been launched by Newcastle-based management team 
Andrew Richardson and Zoe Farrington and aims to attract 500,000 
bikers over the next three years. 

 
Source NE Business 04/10/12 
 
 

• Patrick Parsons win £5m Olympic legacy contract. The Newcastle-
based consulting engineers has been awarded a £5m Olympic Legacy 
contract at the Lee Valley white water course, where Team GB won 
gold and silver this summer. 

Patrick Parsons is to head a project to make the most of the leisure 
facilities at Lee Valley. 

Source NE Business 30/10/12 
 
 
 
 
SEPTEMBER 
 

• Class fundraising established in 2010 have just invested £25,000 in 
equipment and taken an extra unit at UK Steel Enterprise’s Innovation 
Centre, Kirk Leatham Business Park in Redcar.  

 
Source D&S Times 28/09/12 
 

• £370,000 investment for digital start-up CANDDi  a digital start-up firm 
that analyses website traffic to help turn visitors into customers has 
secured a £370,000 investment to push its product to a wider 
audience. 

 
Newcastle-based CANDDi (Campaign and Digital Intelligence) has spent 
the last 12 months proving the value of an online tool that can help firms 
collect and process vital customer data. 
 

Source NE Business 27/09/12 
 

 
 
 

• Motor vehicle parts maker Unipres UK based in Sunderland is investing 
£40m in its North East facility as it prepares for an upsurge in business 
from neighbouring Nissan factory. 

 
Source The Journal 25/09/12 
 
 

• Lanchester Wine Group looking forward to vintage year. WINE 
entrepreneur Tony Cleary aims to grow his company’s revenues by 
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more than 60% to £50m in the next year after pumping more than 
£11m into the business. 

 
His Lanchester Wine Group has nearly doubled revenues over the last 
six years and increased profits to around £2m last year. 
It has three businesses, including his largest, Greencroft, which runs one 
of the country’s biggest wine bottling plants. 
 

 
 

• A leading North East restaurateur, Tavistock Leisure, is investing more 
than £200,000 to launch his own microbrewery. 

 
Source: Insidermedia 14/09/2012 
 

• Teesside Rigging & Lifting is to install one of the largest purpose-built 
training platforms in the UK after securing an investment from UK Steel 
Enterprise (UKSE). The Teesside company hopes to become the 
leading provider of technical expertise and training to the oil and gas 
industries and is investing nearly £150,000 in its expansion with 
£75,000 coming from UKSE. 

Source: Insidermedia 14/09/2012  

 
 

• Eastern airways is stepping up the number of flights between 
Newcastle and Edinburgh to meet the demands from executives 
involved in the oil industry. 
 

Source The Journal 07/09/12 
 
 

• Sunderland-based Tavistock Leisure has transformed the Plough at 
Haswell in County Durham into a 90-cover Indian restaurant as part of 
an on-going expansion of its franchise-style Pub Partnerships scheme, 
aimed at regenerating failing venues, the cost of the project was 
£500,000 

 
 
 
 
AUGUST 
 

• Gustharts Chainsaw retail and repair centre based on the Blagdon 
Estate in Northumberlad is expanding with a new £450,000 storage 
facility. 

Source The Journal 31/08/12  
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• The Owen Pugh Group from Dudley, Northumberland has won a 
contract worth £1.54M to carry out work to the National Trust facilities 
in Rowlands Gill. 

 
Source Northern Echo 31/08/12 
 

• UTILITY service provider Fastflow based in Washington is laying the 
foundations for further growth after opening a new business which it 
hopes will help it to create 100 jobs. 

The company’s energy arm has been selected as one of only six 
partners by National Grid for high-pressure gas diversion and above 
ground installation (AGI) work. 

This win has quickly opened the door to a £500,000 contract to 
modernise the Alrewas regulator station near Burton-on-Trent, 
including the installation of volumetric controls for high and low-
pressure override facilities. 

Source NE Business 21/08/12 

 
 
 

• GATESHEAD-BASED industrial support group Pyeroy has won a 
£1.1m contract to support the multi-million- pound refit of the Royal 
Navy’s Trident ballistic missile submarine HMS Vengeance. 

•  
Source NE Business 16/08/12 
 

• Yarm based we agency dotUK has won a £14,000 contract with 
Marske based window and door based manufacturer H Jarvis. 

Source Northern Echo 15/08/12  

 
 

• ENGINEERING firm Soil Machine Dynamics (SMD) based in Wallsend 
has won a £60m contract to extract rich mineral deposits from the 
seabed, including diamonds and gold from an undersea volcano in 
Papa New Guinea. 
 

Source NE Business 15/08/12 
 

• Fit - Infrared of Darlington has won £400,000 worth of orders from 
China. 

Source Northern Echo 13/08/12 

 
 

• Durham based Esh Group’s Leeds division has won contracts worth 
£5m to supply the Ministry of Defence and the Environment Agency 
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Source Northern Echo 10/08/12 
 

• Wynyard based Nortech Solutions Ltd is recruiting more staff and 
expanding its office after winning a £2m Contract. 
 

Source Northern Echo 03/08/12 
 

• Print by Laser (PBL) has invested around £3m in a new 30,000 sq ft 
factory on Angel Park Industrial Estate, Chester le Streeet, creating 5 
new jobs.  

Source The Journal 01/08/12 

 

 
 
 
JULY 
 

• Reef Sebsea Power  and Umbilical (RSPU)- has secured a £40M 
contract with one of Europes largest offshore wind farms. 
 

• Source Northern Echo 17/07/12 
 
 
 

• EOS based in Newton Aycliffe has won one of its biggest contracts to 
date in a £500,000 deal to supply builders creating Europe’s biggest 
hospital complex and creating 15 jobs. 
 

Source Northern Echo 13/07/12 
 

• Darchem a precision engineering company based in Stillington near 
Stockton are investing £7m alongside a £1m RGF grant to build a 
57,000 sq ft factory next to the exiting premises. 

 
Source Northern Echo 12/0712 
 
 

• Peratech, the only firm in the world manufacturing super-material 
quantum tunneling composite (QTC) is investing £1.2M  into 
expanding its lab facilites in Brompton-On-Swale, Richmond. 

Source Northern Echo 12/07/12 
 

• The Tulip family has the egg industry well and truly cracked after 
investing £5m in state-of-the-art facilities at their Lintz Hall Farm in 
County Durham. They supply two of the country’s biggest supermarket 
chains. 
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Source NE Business 09/07/12 

 
 
 

• Cello Electronics has invested £1m in converting a former carpet 
warehouse in Bishop Auckland into a modern manufacturing plant. 

 
Source Northern Echo 06/07/12 
 
 
JUNE 
 

• DIGITAL signage company Beyond Digital Solutions has received a 
£250,000 shot in the arm to build a new hi-tech demonstration centre 
and bring on new staff to meet demand. 

Source: NE Business 13/06/12 

 
 
MAY: 
 

• THE renewables arm of Banks Group has secured £21.9m in bank 
funding to build a wind farm in Yorkshire. 

 

Source NE Business 09/05/12 

 
• A TEESSIDE business Screentech has doubled its capacity with a 

£20,000 investment in new technology. 

Source NE Business 09/05/12 

 
• Tata Steel has secured a contract worth more than £100m for its 

Hartlepool site. 

Source: nebusiness.co.uk 02/05/12  

 
 
APRIL: 
 

• Precision parts manufacturer Ford Aerospace, South Shields, 
announced yesterday it has secured a prestigious contract to supply 
components for Airbus's new generation passenger jet. The deal is 
worth an initial £550,000, but that could rise to “many millions” over the 
lifetime of the aircraft, the company said. 
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Source: nebusiness.co.uk 18/04/12  

 
• Angel Biotechnology Holdings, the biopharmaceutical contract 

manufacturer, has won an £800,000 contract with US business 
TransGenRx. 

Source: insidermedia.com 19/04/12  
 

• North East builders' merchant Thompson Building Centres has made a 
£500,000 investment in software to help improve and advance its 
services. 

Source: insidermedia.com 19/04/12  
 

• A NORTH EAST chemical company is set to grow its sales and 
marketing activities thanks to a £220,000 shot in the arm. Durham 
University spinout business LyraChem has moved out of university 
premises into larger city centre offices after receiving investment from 
venture capital firm, Northstar Ventures. 

Source: nebusiness.co.uk 16/04/12  

 
 

• CTC Marine, Darlington, has won a contract for a Chinese gas field to 
trench its longest pipeline to date. No statistics with this.  
Source: The Journal 12/04/12  

 

• A landmark Newcastle hotel has been bought out of administration and 
the new owners promise to invest £3m renovating the historic building. 
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 11/04/12 

  

• Hearing aid battery manufacturer Rayovac has invested an extra £1m 
in the North East as it steps up production of its new, mercury-free 
range. Source: nebuesiness.co.uk 11/04/12  

 
• Around 230 jobs are to be created at a new warehouse which will be 

built near the Nissan plant in Sunderland. Japanese warehousing giant 
Vantec is investing £22.5m on the new 40,000 sq metre site on Turbine 
Business Park in the first development in the UK in the latest round of 
Enterprise Zones. 
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 05/04/12 

 
• A Tyneside leisure entrepreneur is opening a £1m restaurant in the 

centre of Newcastle. 
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Source: The Journal 03/04/12 
 

• Opsol UK based in Cramlington has invested £100,000 in a new 
production line. 
Source: The Journal 03/04/12 
 

MARCH  
 

• C2M UK a North East company has won more than £670,000 
investment to roll out production of a green building material it has 
developed which it hopes will revolutionise the construction industry. 
Source: The Journal 29/03/12 

 
• North East Chamber of Commerce (NECC), RTC North and the North 

East Process Industry Cluster (NEPIC) a consortium is planning to 
offer extra help to firms keen to expand after winning the £3.6m 
contract to deliver export services from UK Trade & Investment (UKTI). 
Source: The Journal 29/03/12 

 
• Financière SNOP Dunois (FSD) Group plans to invest £5m in refitting 

the Washington factory owned by US engineering firm TRW Systems.  
Around 130 jobs will be created on Wearside after a French car part 
maker decided to open a factory to supply the Nissan motor plant. 
Source: The Journal 28/03/12 

 
• Around 200 building jobs will be created in the construction of a new 

housing development in Newcastle. provider Leazes Homes has 
appointed Barratt Homes North East and architects IDPartnership 
Northern (IDP) to redevelop the site of a former primary school. 
Source: The Journal 28/03/12 

 
• DISABILITY equipment supplier Lynch Healthcare plans to expand its 

operations further across the UK after receiving a £100,000 
investment. 
Source: The Journal 23/03/12 

 
• GlaxoSmithKline (GSK) is to build a £350m biopharmaceutical 

manufacturing plant at Ulverston in Cumbria as part of a new £500m 
investment in the UK, which it says will create around 1,000 jobs. 
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 22/03/12 

 
• Chester-le-Street-based Pacifica Group’s 0800 Repair Gas Services 

has signed a deal with energy company ScottishPower to manage its 
heating sales and installations worth more than £6m to run heating 
sales and installations across the UK for one of the big six energy 
firms. 
Source: The Journal 22/03/12 

 
• Hadrian Healthcare hopes to increase revenues by a third as it invests 

another £15m increasing its chain of sites across the North of England. 
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Source: The Journal 20/03/12 
 

• Northumberland offshore engineering specialist has said it is expecting 
"significant growth" in the next couple of years after signing contracts 
worth £100m. 
Source: The Journal 19/03/12 
 

• Tata Steel has invested £3.1million to create the new facility on the 
company’s Lackenby site, adjacent to its Teesside Beam Mill 
Source: Evening Gazette 16/03/12 

 
• PepsiCo has invested more than £9m in its warehouse and distribution 

plant in Peterlee, County Durham. 
Source: The Journal 16/03/12 

 
• The Test Factory has won a £400,000 investment which it will use to 

develop its new products. 
Source: The Journal 14/03/12 

 
• Cairn group is investing £3m in refurbishing one of Edinburgh's oldest 

hotels 
Source: The Journal 14/03/12 

 
• The renewables arm of Banks Group has secured £16m in bank 

funding to construct a wind farm in Cumbria 
Source: The Journal 12/03/12 

 
• Nissan will invest £125m in their Sunderland plan to build its new 

Invitation car at Sunderland. 
Source: Evening Gazette 07/03/12 

 
• Benfield motor group has continued its investment in growth with work 

about to start on plans for a £5m Ford dealership. 
Source: The Journal 07/03/12 

 
• The Port of Hartlepool has won a contract to become the storage site 

for all parts being installed at a major offshore wind farm project (no 
statistics). Source: The Northern Echo  06/03/12  

 
• A Teesside renewable energy company, Biomass CHP, is building a 

new demonstration plant at Wilton following a £100,000 investment. 
Source: The Journal 06/03/12 

 
February:  

 

• A local design and building firm, Koru Property Services, has secured 
a £480,000 contract to renovate a Teesside academy thanks to an 
investment from NEL Fund Managers. Source: Bdaily Business 
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Network   27/02/12  
 

• Metro centre and Eldon Square owner, Capital Shopping Centres 
(CSC), is investing £28m to upgrade its two Tyneside sites this year. 
Source: The Journal   24/02/12  

• Plastics manufacturer Re Pet, County Durham, hopes to boost its 
presence within the UK’s renewable waste sector after securing a 
second round investment of £500,000. Source: insidermedia.com   
24/02/12 

 

• DARLINGTON national affordable housing specialist, Southdale, has 
been appointed by the Vela Group to build an £800,000 residential 
development in Hartlepool. Source: The Evening Gazette 21/02/12 

 

• Teesside Park (Stockton) is to invest £26,000 improving the 
biodiversity of land around the site.Source: The Northern Echo 
17/02/12 

 

• Software firm Kykloud is looking to attract another clutch of blue-chip 
clients after securing a fresh round of investment. The North Tyneside 
business has received another £250,000 from the venture capital firm 
to enable it to accelerate its growth.Source: The Journal  16/02/12  

 

• A Teesside consultancy has clinched two new contracts including one 
which will help boost efficiency at the SSI steelworks (no statistics). 
Source: Evening Gazette 15/02/12  

 
• Koru Property Services has started work on a medical centre in North 

Tyneside. The contract is worth £1.75m to the Gateshead company. 
Source: www.insidermedia.com   08/02/12   

 
 

• Darchem Engineering has won a multi-million-pound contract which 
could help speed up a Teesside engineering firm's plans for an £8m 
factory. Source: Evening Gazette   08/02/12  

  
• Dr. Karl Coleman, who works in Durham University’s chemistry 

department, hopes to develop a £4m business at Wilton. The company 
is developing a way of mass producing a substance that can make 
cars and planes lighter has landed £1.2m investment. Source: The 
Journal 07/02/12  
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• Hexham based Amitex LED Lightin Co Ltd has been awarded a 
£150,000 boost from a venture capital investor. Source: The Journal 
07/02/12  

• Darlington-based Nationwide Lightning Protection & Steeplejack 
Services, has won the contract to earth the six miles of electric fencing 
around the Olympic stadium in London (no statistics).  Source: The 
Journal 06/02/12  

 
• Nortech has won 2 contracts. One contract with Jersey Gas Co. Ltd, 

and an engineering design contract for a confidential client in 
Aberdeen. Source: The Northern Echo  03/02/12   

 
• Co-operative, North Yorkshire, has won a £450,000 contract to install a 

hydro electric turbine in the River Esk. Source: Darlington and Stockton 
Times,   03/02/12  

 
• Ryder Architecture, Newcastle, has won a design contract with Carillion 

Construction on a £24.3 million project to build or refurbish three 
academies on Teesside. Source: The Journal  03/02/12 

 
 
January:  
  
 

• A long established North East printing firm has kicked off a new era by 
bringing £175,000 of new investment into the business to help support 
its future development plans. Source: The Evening Gazette 27/01/12  

 
• Custom Plant, a T Shirt Business in Newcastle, has invested £50,000 

in new printing and embroidery equipment.  Source:The Journal 
23/01/12   

 

• Newcastle-based Keltie Cochrane is toasting a contract win with one of 
America's bestselling wine brands (no statistics). Source: 
insidermedia.com 23/01/12 

 

• A Newcastle-based digital agency, Status Marketing, has won a 
contract to help launch a new outdoor activities booking business for 
retailer GO Outdoors (no statistics). Source: insidermedia.com 
23/01/12  

• Tata Steel has won a multi million pound (eight figure sum) contract 
with Siemens Wind Power to help build 150 onshore wind turbine 
towers (no statistics). Source: The Echo 19/01/12 
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• A Tees Valley hair extension business has won a contract with dancing 
on ice (no statistics). Source: The Echo 19.01.12 

 
 
 

• Production firm TallTree Pictures has pledged to create more than 100 
jobs in the North East after securing $2m (£1.57m) for a crime thriller. 
Source: The Journal 11/01/11 

 
• Vertu Motors has wasted little time in securing its first purchase of 2012 

after signing a £2m deal for a Vauxhall business 
Source: The Journal 11/01/11 

 
• ESH Group subsidiary Esh Construction has secured a £5.5m contract 

to design and build a construction skills training centre in Cumbria. 
Source: The Journal 10/01/11 

 
• Scotch Corner Hotel is being re-launched as a four-star hotel as part of 

a £3m investment which will create around 50 jobs. 
Source: The Journal 07/01/11 

 
• Bannatyne, the Darlington-based Scot’s group of businesses, which 

also include hotels, nursing homes and day centres, has invested 
£575,000 in the Bannatyne Fitness centres in Coulby Newham, 
Darlington and Chester-le-Street. 
Source: The Journal 05/01/11 

 
• The Communicator Corporation has been bought by publisher Trinity 

Mirror for £8m. 
Source: The Journal 05/01/11 

 
December: 
 

• Waste management firm O’Brien Waste Recycling Solutions has 
created 4 new jobs and expanded after landing a £2m deal to help 
Europe’s biggest shopping centre reduce its environmental impact.  
Source: The Journal 24/12/11 

 
• Building contractor Surgo Construction has further cemented its 

relationship with Durham University with commencement of work on a 
£1.8m project, to expand the Wolfson Research Institute at its Queen’s 
Campus in Stockton. 
Source: The Journal 23/12/11 

 
• Approximately 400 jobs are to be created in the North East at a 

warehouse distributing clothes for supermarket chain Asda. Leeds-
based Clipper Logistics are investing around £15m in the warehouse 
for the George brand of clothing at Wynyard Park near Stockton.  
Source: The Journal 22/12/11 
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• Linthorpe Interiors, a Teesside home interiors firm is going for growth 

with plans to make a big move in a few weeks, investment of £80,000 
made for new premises.  
Source: Evening Gazette 20/12/11 

 
• A trio of leisure industry specialists has picked up nightclub operator 

Luminar in a £45m deal. 
Source: The Journal 12/12/11 

 
• Washington-based Car 2 U VEHICLE hire firm is looking to triple its 

workforce over the next three years after receiving £135,000 in 
investment that will enable it to accelerate its growth plans. 
Source: The Journal 09/12/11 

 
• Caterpillar’s Building Construction Products Division delivered has 

announced plans to invest a share of £50m in one of its sites in the 
region. 
Source: The Journal 08/12/11 

 
• Handelsbanken will open its new branch in Hexham has been awarded 

a £3.9m contract to improve the energy efficiency of more than 400 
homes.. 
Source: The Journal 05/12/11 

 
• 150 North East pubs which were snapped up by Heineken can look 

forward to a more secure future, the brewing giant said last night in the 
aftermath of a £418m deal. 
Source: The Journal 03/12/11 

 
• Greggs bakery giant has opened the doors of its new £16.5m site in 

Newcastle which will supply up to 200 shops with bread and cakes. 
Source: The Journal 01/12/11 

 
NOVEMBER: 
 

• Miller Construction Middles College has appointed to deliver its new 
£6.8m sixth form centre. 
Source: Evening Gazette 25/11/11 

 
• Wynyard Hall is preparing to unveil its new spa following a £500,000 

investment. 
Source: Evening Gazette 23/11/11 

 
• AAF Power & Industrial an air filtration specialist which has been based 

at the same site in Northumberland for almost half a century is creating 
jobs after investing more than £1m in research and development (R&D) 
centre. It has taken on eight additional staff and has plans to add a 
further 20 over the next couple of years.  
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Source: The Journal 23/11/11 
 

• Sunderland Software City a centre for Wearside's software industry has 
won a £3.5m boost which it is hoped will create more than 350 jobs. 
Source: The Journal 23/11/11 

 
• Edinburgh-based Route Monkey has created a software system to 

organise fleets of electric vans has landed £500,000 to expand into the 
North East. 
Source: The Journal 22/11/11 

 
• Marks and Spencer has unveiled a £2.5m expansion at its Teesside 

Shopping Park store, which has create 50 new jobs. 
Source: Evening Gazette 21/11/11 

 
• Empire Cinemas plans on making £5.5m worth of expansions over the 

next few months. 
Source: The Journal 16/11/11 

 
• Energy Direct (UK) Ltd energy consultancy wants to invest more than 

£300,000 to speed up its expansion as more firms look to cut their 
energy costs and improve efficiency. 
Source: The Journal 15/11/11 

 
• Carr’s Milling, cumbrian agriculture, food and engineering business has 

reported soaring profits and revenues following the £22.1m sale of 
its fertiliser business in the summer. 
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 11/11/11 

 
• The European Investment bank is providing £188m of funding to 

support production of the Nissan Leaf electric car in Sunderland. 
Source: The Journal 10/11/11 

 
• Intersnack, snack-maker has invested £50,000 to create a range of 

new products. 
Source: The Journal 10/11/11 

 
• The Falcon PCB Group has invested £100,000 in a laser drilling 

machine for one of its companies, Merlin Flex-Ability. 
Source: The Journal 08/11/11 

 
• A DRUGS company is investing £5m in expanding out of its 

Northumberland headquarters as it wins worldwide contracts. 
Source: Sunderland Echo 07/11/11  

 
• Prudhoe-based SCM Pharma is opening new clean rooms in Newburn 

in Newcastle after its current laboratories are working to capacity with 
new contracts pushing its sales up to £4m this year from £2.3m in 2010 
Source: The Journal 07/11/11 
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OCTOBER: 
 

• Inova Power, a company turning water into fuel for your car is on the 
verge of securing a £30m investment. 
Source: The Journal 31/10/11 

 
• Tanfield is set to receive a £3.5m cash boost from its US associate 

company.  
Source: The Journal 25/10/11 

 
• Stone Technical Services, a Darlington firm is on target for its most 

successful year to date after securing around £250,000 of work. 
Source: Evening Gazette 24/10/11 

 
• Diesel Marine International (DMI), a North Shields engineering 

company is bringing jobs and investment back to the North East after it 
decided to stop manufacturing in the Netherlands. 
Source: The Journal 22/10/11 

 
• The Spirit Pub Company, a pub chain is spending more than £3m 

renovating 14 pubs across the North East in an expansion that is 
creating 120 jobs with more to follow. 
Source: The Journal 21/10/11 

 
• Intellect Group engineering has completed its third phase of expansion 

bringing its investment to date to £2m.  
Source: Evening Gazette 20/10/11 

 
• Onyx data management company has received a £42m cash injection 

to fund a series of acquisitions. 
Source: The Journal 18/10/11 

 
• Integrated Packaging, which employs 400 people in the North East has 

invested a six-figure sum to install new equipment at its Gateshead 
factory. 
Source: The Journal 18/10/11 

 
• CTC Marine, cable-laying firm has clinched orders worth more than 

£20m from the UK and overseas markets. 
Source: The Journal 18/10/11 

 
• Silverbean, a Newcastle-based agency, who are one of the region’s 

largest digital marketing agencies, has drawn up significant expansion 
plans with the help of Gateshead-based Sphera Consulting which will 
see it create around 10 new jobs and add £1.2m to its annual turnover 
over the next 18 months. 
Source: The Journal 17/10/11 
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• Falck Nutec UK, safety training company is investing £550,000 to 

expand its Billingham base and further grow sales after an increase of 
more than 20% last year. 
Source: The Journal 14/10/11 

 
• SSI steel giant is investing more than £30m in a coal injection plant that 

could significantly speed up production at its Teesside facility. 
Source: Evening Gazette 13/10/11 

 
• OIL giant BP has got the green light for its biggest North Sea project 

which will see it invest around £4.5bn. 
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 13/10/11 

 
• Mystaffdeals.com, set up by a former human resources executive who 

launched a business which helps bosses reward their staff has won 
£100,000 investment. 
Source: The Journal 12/10/11 

 
• Pyeroy , protective coatings firm has won the £1.5m contract to re-paint 

one of the country’s oldest railway bridges - the Ouseburn Viaduct in 
Newcastle. 
Source: The Journal 12/10/11 

 
• Grainger residential landlord is teaming up with French construction 

giant Bouygues Development for a project which aims to raise around 
£150m from UK and international investors to create a build-to-let fund.  
Source: The Journal 11/10/11 

 
• Tata steel giant plans to invest £2m at its Hartlepool plant in the hope 

that demand will grow for its products from renewable energy firms. 
Source: The Journal 11/10/11 

 
• J Hewitt Crane Hire Ltd based in Middlesbrough has invested £750,000 

in two new cranes as it tries to grow revenues, this also means 2 jobs 
have been created, drivers for each new crane. 
Source: The Journal 11/10/11 

 
• Opus Green, spun off from Opus Building Services to operate as a 

standalone company, has secured a £1.9m public sector contract deal 
with Your Homes Newcastle to install rooftop photovoltaic solar energy 
systems. 
Source: The Journal 06/10/11 

 
• Tekmar, a County Durham company which makes components for the 

fast-growing offshore wind sector has been snapped up by a private 
equity fund in a deal believed to be worth between £20m and £30m 
Source: The Journal 05/10/11 
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• Sunderland-based Haskel Europe engineering firm has won a £20m 
contract to make equipment which will test parts for the world’s most 
advanced fighter jet. 
Source: The Journal 05/10/11 

 

• Waitrose has revealed it will spend £1bn on ambitious plans to open 
100 new stores and create 10,000 jobs throughout the UK with some 
3,000 of the jobs will be in the north of England and Scotland. Its drive 
northwards will include building a £35m regional distribution centre in 
Chorley, Lancashire, which will open next autumn, creating 600 jobs. 
The site will have the capacity to deliver to 80 stores in the North and 
Scotland. 
Source: The Journal 05/10/11 

 
• TATA Steel is pumping £1.5m in to its Teesside Beam Mill at Lackenby 

to improve safety and product quality, by investing in new equipment.  
Source: Evening Gazette 04/10/11 

 
• Apex Wiring Solutions, based on the Meadowfield Industrial Estate, 

Durham City, has won a multi-million pounds electrical wiring contract 
to supply the International Broadcast Centre in Stratford, East London 
at the London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games. 
Source: Northern Echo 04/10/11 

 
• Newcastle University spin-out business Clarizon, a company whose 

invention could revolutionise cleaning, food sterilisation and water 
purification has landed more than £600,000 to start manufacturing.. 
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 03/10/11 

 
SEPTEMBER: 
 

• Morgan Sindall, a leading UK construction, infrastructure and design 
company, are undertaking a £15million extension to Sunderland’s 
Bridges shopping centre, which will bring Primark into the centre and 
create about 150 jobs. 
Source: Sunderland Echo 30/09/11 

 
• Moneygate, a financial services firm, which raised more than £2.5m 

funding in 2009 has raised more than three times as much as it 
prepares to buy more than 25 firms over the next six years. The 
company has grown rapidly since it was launched five years ago to 
turnover £14m a year, employ 36 staff and 120 financial advisers 
across the country after buying four firms this year. 
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 28/09/11 

 
• Northumberland Business Service Ltd (NBSL) an enterprise agency 

has won £2.38m from the European Regional Development Fund to 
run the Increasing Private Sector Business Growth Scheme. 
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 28/09/11 
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• Renolit, a manufacturer of uPVC for the furniture and window trade has 

invested £10m in new equipment to boost productivity at its 
Northumberland factory after increasing sales by nearly 40%. 
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 27/09/11 

 
• Love Your Larder, food website is warming up for the Christmas gift 

rush with a £100,000 investment from venture capital firm Northstar 
Ventures.  
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 26/09/11 

 
• Manissa’s, a radiator component maker, is looking to step up its sales 

at home and into new markets overseas after winning a £300,000 
investment. 
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 22/09/11 

 
• MetroMail has invested £2m in new equipment just a few months after 

a £10m expansion into a new County Durham headquarters. 
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 22/09/11 

 
• AkzoNobel, which makes Dulux paint and Polycell filler among other 

products, has chosen Northumberland as the location for a new £100m 
hi-tech manufacturing plant aimed at cementing its presence in the 
North East 
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 21/09/11 

 
• Stone Technical Services, a Darlington business, has won four new 

contracts, totalling over £100,000. 
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 20/09/11 

 
• AV Dawson is investing more than £3m to further develop the facilities 

and services it supplies to the oil and gas industries. 
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 16/09/11 

 
• Hargreaves Services is investing £1m to establish a foothold in the 

Asian market.  
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 15/09/11 

 
• Love’s Thai Restaurant has opened with a £60,000 investment.  

Source: Nebusiness.co.uk 15/09/11 
 

• Waterstons, based in Durham, has stepped up its turnover by more 
than 40% in a year after expansion to London.  
Source: Nebusiness.co.uk 14/09/11 
 

• The North East film industry is set for a £3 million boost from the 
Finance for Business North East Creative Fund, Northern Film & Media 
and North Star Ventures.  
Source: Bdaily News 14/09/11 
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• Forklift truck firm Rushlift has signed a deal worth around £100 million 

over the next decade.  
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 14/09/11 
 

• Coco Moon is looking to expand from its North East base and create 
new jobs after winning fresh investment.  
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 14/09/11 

 
• Charter has secured a £1.5bn bid from American manufacturing 

company Colfax. 
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 13/09/11 
 

• ECO Plastics has received an investment of £250,000 from business 
angel Jeremy Middleton. 
Source:nebusiness.co.uk 13/09/11 
 

• Guardian Marine Testing (GMT) is investing £500,000 in an expansion 
of its laboratories. 
Source: The Northern Echo 10/09/11 
 

• Royston Power Generation has secured a six figure venture capital 
investment.  
Source: Nebusiness.co.uk 08/09/11 
 

• Newcastle-based Scratchbikes has received an investment of 
£140,000 to take their business to Europe.  
Source:nebusiness.co.uk 07/09/11 

 
• Barker and Stonehouse is set to invest £3m in a new store in 

Knaresborough, North Yorkshire. 
Source:nebusiness.co.uk 07/09/11 
 

• Datawright Computer Services has quadrupled its exports after winning 
two big contracts for its latest products.  
Source:nebusiness.co.uk 06/09/11 
 

• OAK Utility Solutions and Development are hoping to channel Middle 
Eastern investment into a £350 million energy project in the North East.  
Source:nebusiness.co.uk 06/09/11 

 
• Carlton Power has constructed a solar farm worth £15 million.  

Source:nebusiness.co.uk 05/09/11 
 

• Patrick Parsons Ltd has received an investment of £250,000 from the 
Finance for Business North East Growth Fund. 
Source:nebusiness.co.uk 05/09/11 
 

• Bonds Foundry has won a £4 million contract from MoD.  
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Source:nebusiness.co.uk 05/09/11 
 

• Franks the Flooring Store has rolled out four new stores on Tyneside, 
Teesside and Northumberland. 
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 02/09/11 
 

• Cobham Flight Inspection has landed a £10 million deal that will see its 
technology in airfields in Afghanistan and the Falklands.  
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 02/09/11 

 
• Orange Bus has won numerous new contracts which will see its 

revenues double to £2.5m over the next few years. 
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 01/09/11 
 

• Housing association Isos has invested in 70 new-build homes worth 
more than £5m 
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 01/09/11 
 

 
AUGUST: 
 

• Pyeroy has won a £150,000 contract to supply scaffolding and 
industrial expertise to support a refurbishment of an old ferry. 
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 31/08/11 

 
• Aframe, based in Sunderland, has attracted £2m of investment to build 

development and sales of technology and is looking to break into the 
US market. 
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 30/08/11 
 

• Lingfield Point has made an investment of £200,000 in a creation of a 
new business space at the site.  
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 30/08/11 

 
• Minchella & Co has expanded its business to take another 115 seats at 

its Walkway site. 
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 26/08/11 
 

• Prudhoe-based GMS Ltd expects its revenues to jump by over £2m 
after investing in a new warehouse and launching a new assembly line. 

 
• Darchem is bidding for two weighty contracts that could net it up to 

£100m and create 100 jobs  
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 19/08/11 

 
• GE Oil & Gas have invested  £2bn in an oil processing scheme  

Source: nebusiness.co.uk 18/08/11 
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• THE North East has been handed the go-ahead for a £200m enterprise 
zone – but only after the body charged with regenerating the region 
rejected a plan which would have seen almost £1bn of investment 
heading to the region. 
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 18/08/11 

 
• Rivers Capital Partners expects to have invested over £2m in North 

East start-ups by the end of the year, and has £6m yet to invest from 
its North East Angel Fund. 
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 18/08/11 

 
• 420 graduate jobs will be created over the next three years by 

Teesside University, following a £2.3m cash boost from the European 
Union. 
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 15/08/11 

 
• Quality Hotel back in business after £2m refit and hotel entrepreneur 

plans to invest around £4m expanding and rebuilding the hotel. 
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 15/08/11 

 
• 420 jobs will be created by Teesside University  in a £4.6m project 

Source: nebusiness.co.uk 12/08/11 
 

• Robson Brown has announced that they have secured £1m worth of 
new contracts 
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 08/08/11 

 
• Northumbria University have invested £1m in property refurbishment   

Source: bdaily.co.uk 08/08/11 
 

• Webpromoter 360 software firm won £72,000 investment 
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 04/08/11 
 

• Tata Steel has announced a £7m investment 
Source: Hartlepool Mail 04/08/11 
 

 
JULY:  
 

• B Safe Driver Training have gained a contract worth £2m, which they 
have announced will create jobs and triple turnover.  
Source: bdaily.co.uk 30/07/11 

 
• Harlands Accountants intend to double their £2m turnover within 5 

years.   
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 29/07/11 

 
• Rayovac battery firm plans to invest £3m in their Headquarters in 

Washington 
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Source: nebusiness.co.uk 29/07/11 
 

• Leases Homes has pledged to invest £1million to help social housing 
tenants in Newcastle 
Source: bdaily.co.uk 27/07/11 

• £82m in Olympic Contracts investment the North East. 

Source: Sunderland Echo 27/07/11 
 

• Continuous Retorts Ltd have secured a £250,000 investment.  
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 26/07/11 
 

• Timerpak recycling has opened it’s £2m facility 
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 23/07/11 
 

• Subway have announced £6m investment strategy 
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 21/07/11 
 

• AEL Systems have grown from £50k to £1.5m it has announced, since 
opening.  
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 20/07/11 

 
• ASL has secured a £8M investment 

Source: nebusiness.co.uk 20/07/11 
 

• ECO Plastics has secured £20m following a ground breaking £5m deal 
with Coca Cola. 
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 20/07/11 
 

• Darchem has announced a £20m deal with Boeing.  
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 18/07/11 
 

• Findley Roofing and Building is set to ass more than £1m to its sales  
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 16/07/11 
 

• BP plan to invest £3bn in Shetland Oild Fields 
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 14/07/11 
  

• Frontier Agriculture are being boosted by £1.3m  
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 14/07/11 
 

• Graphic.ly has won £7.5m investment 
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 12/07/11 
 

• Applied Superconductor has recived a £4m investment 
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 11/07/11 
 

• Morgan Motor Company has seen its profits treble last year to £1.7m  
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 11/07/11 
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• PCI Services has joined forces with HBP Montpelier with the aim of 

increasing is sales from £400,000 to £2m  
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 08/07/11 
 

• J &B Recycling have secured a £1.5m a year contract  
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 06/07/11 
 

• AkzoNobel plans to open a £100m decorative paints facility by the end 
of 2014 
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 06/07/11 
 

• Northgate van hire have increased their profits by 50% to £53.8m  
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 01/07/11 
 

• Metnor has completed a £20m residence for Northumbria University  
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 01/07/11 
 

• IP Group & Northstar Ventures have provided funds for the ignite 100 
programme, which totals £1m.   
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 01/07/11 

 
 
JUNE:   
 

• Ward Hardway has advised on £720m of transactions in the past year 
as market show a sign of revival 
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 29/06/11 

 
• Able UK is moving ahead with £400m development plans  

Source: nebusiness.co.uk 27/06/11 
 

• Teesport is set to tap into a £1bn investment pipeline 
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 27/06/11 

 
• Nifco UK is preparing to move in a new £8.5m facility 

Source: nebusiness.co.uk 27/06/11 
 

• RAC has been sold to Carlyle Group in a £1bn deal  
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 24/06/11 
 

• Subway plan to invest £6m in region 
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 22/06/11 

 
• STR Enterprise’s revenue is expected to grow to around £6 this year 

Source: nebusiness.co.uk 22/06/11 
 

• Advantex Network Solutions Ltd has gained £1m of work  
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 22/06/11 
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• Tata steel giant has received £80m settlement from an international 

consortium  
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 22/06/11 

 
• JD Sports are in a £1.7m deal for Cecil Gee 

Source: nebusiness.co.uk 21/06/11 
 

• Carr’s Milling is set to sell its fertiliser business for £19m. 
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 21/06/11 

 
• Bannatyne Fitness has invested £40,000 in the region in new specialist 

fitness equipment 
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 21/06/11 

 
• C-Capture have received seed capital totalling £160,500 from The 

Finance for Business North East Technology Fund and IP Group 
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 20/06/11 

 
• Eden Farm aims to keep growing after investing £3m in growing the 

capacity of its North East base  
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 17/06/11 

 
• Sunderland firm Hays Travel have seen their revenues increase by 

20% to £470m  
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 16/06/11 

 
• A new £1.5m facility, the centre for Process Innovation is being 

developed in the region 
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 15/06/11 

 
• Avis Budget is to buy its European counterpart Avis Europe in a £636m 

deal.  
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 15/06/11 

 
• Storage and Handing Equipment (SHE) has doubled the size of its 

premises to 150,000 sq ft on the back of its continued growth with 
annual revenues reaching £13m.  
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 15/06/11 

 
• Intersnack UK plans to increase sales from less than £80m to £250m in 

the next 5 years.  
Source: nebusiness.co.uk 14/06/11 

 
• Henry Williams, Darlington engineering firm, has undertaken £1.5m 

worth of upgrades to buildings and equipment. 
Source: Journal 13/06/11 
 



The North East Economy Notable News 

 

• Proton Power Systems, Newcastle, has gained a £1.45m increase in 
investment. 
Source: Journal 09/06/11 
 

• Python Properties, Middlesbrough developer, has completed a £1.5m 
makeover at Middlesbrough’s Cargo Fleet Building. 
Source: Gazette 09/06/11 
 

• Tata Steel and the Centre for Process Innovation are establishing a 
£5m research centre.  
Source: Gazette 08/06/11 
 

• International Paints, Gateshead, has opened its third testing lab as part 
of its £8.9m three lab investment programme.  
Source: Journal 08/06/11 
 

• TAG Energy Solutions, Billingham manufacturing firm, has invested 
£8m in equipment for its offshore wind turbine manufacturing facility. 
Source: Journal 07/06/11 
 

• Propeller Holdings, specialist inventory tracking firm, Peterlee, has 
gained £750,000 investment from FW Capital. 
Source: Journal 06/06/11 
 

• SCM Pharma, Prudhoe pharmaceutical firm, has expanded with a 
£1.3m investment. 
Source: Journal 03/06/11 
 

• Northumbrian water is undertaking a £1.5bn investment programme. 
Source: Journal 03/06/11 
 

• The Centre for Process Innovation, Wilton, has launched the £2.3m 
Innovation Accelerator.  
Source: Journal 01/06/11 
 

• Belle Vue Care Home, Middlesbrough, is undertaking a £3.3m 
extension.  
Source: Journal 01/06/11 
 

 
 
MAY:  

• SMH Products, South Shields decontamination products firm has 
gained £2.7m funding for expansion. 
Source: Journal 31/05/11 
 

• Matfen Hall Hotel, Northumberland, has completed a £130,000 
refurbishment.  
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Source: Journal 27/05/11 
 

• Premier Meats, Newcastle butchering firm, has undertaken a £450,000 
revamp. 
Source: Journal 24/05/11 
 

• Native Print Services, Newcastle, has invested £30,000 in its new site. 
Source: Journal 21/05/11 
 

• January, new feature film shooting in the North East has gained 
£150,000 investment. 
Source: Echo 20/05/11 
 

• Eutechnyx, Gateshead games development company, has gained £6m 
investment from Amsterdam’s Prime Technology. 
Source: Journal 19/05/11 
 

• ‘Smooth’, Sunderland milkshake and smoothie bar launched with 
£1000 investment following a student competition. 
Source: Journal 19/05/11 
 

• John Lewis, Newcastle, is creating a £2m spa following its £2.5m 
investment in its womenswear department last year.  
Source: Journal 18/05/11 
 

• Huntsman Chemicals is relocating to Wynyard Business Park to create 
a new £2m global business centre. 
Source: Journal 18/05/11 
 

• James Burrell Ltd, Gateshead builders’ merchant, has gained £900,000 
funding from RBS. 
Source: Journal 13/05/11 
 

• Zytronic, North East technology company has invested £500,000 in its 
factory. 
Source: Journal 12/05/11 
 

• International Cuisine Ltd, Consett ready meals manufacturer, has 
invested £1.25m on new equipment and technology.  
Source: Journal 11/05/11 
 

• CANDDi, digital start-up firm, Middlesbrough, has secured £100,000 
investment. 
Source: Journal, Echo, Gazette 11/05/11 
 

• UK Independent Medical Services has invested £169,000 in new office 
space leasing. 
Source: Journal 11/05/11 
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• Wilton Group has undertaken £16m investment. 
Source: Gazette 09/05/11 and Journal 10/05/11 
 

• Wallsend ECO Plastics will develop a new £15m recycling plant. 
Source: Journal 06/05/11 
 

• Xercise4less, Thornaby value gym, opened with £1m investment.  
Source: Gazette 04/05/11 
 

 
 
APRIL:  

 
 
• Beyond Digital, sign firm, Jarrow, has gained £360,000 investment. 

Source: Journal 29/04/11 
 

• Thompson Building Centres, Sunderland, is investing £400,000 in fuel-
efficient vehicles. 
Source: Echo 28/04/11 
 

• DAV Developments, Newcastle care home group has opened two new 
homes comprising investments of £10m.  
Source: Journal 28/04/11 
 

• Beamish Hall, country house hotel and activity park, Beamish, are 
undertaking a £7m redevelopment plan. 
Source: Journal 27/04/11 
 

• Sleeperz, hotel firm, has created a new £9m hotel in Newcastle. 
Source: Journal 22/04/11 
 

• ADM Pressings, Newcastle car panel firm, has invested £600,000 in a 
new five-axis laser cutting machine.  
Source: Journal 20/04/11 
 

• Bizspace, a provider of managed workspace, has invested >£500,000 
in the Hartlepool Workshops in the past year. 
Source: Gazette 19/04/11, Journal 20/04/11 
 

• Saltwell Business Park, Gateshead, is a new £8m development. 
Source: Journal 18/04/11 
 

• Tyneside Autopark, Gosforth, has invested £1.6m funding in a 
redesign.  
Source: Journal 18/04/11 
 

• Danieli Holdings, Newcastle, is undertaking a £1.25m investment 
programme.  
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Source: Gazette 15/04/11, Journal 20/04/11 
 

• Coast & Country, North East social housing company, is investing 
£1.5m in energy efficiency.  
Source: Northern Echo 14/04/11 
 

• Tharus, South Tyneside electro-mechanical product manufacturer has 
invested more than £1m in a second plant. The company received 
£245,000 in a grant from One North East and gained £755,000 other 
investment. 
Source: Echo 13/04/11 
 

• Workwear Express, Durham, has invested >£500,000 in a new 
warehouse and IT system. 
Source: Journal 13/04/11 
 

• Northern Precision Engineering, Wallsend, has invested £250,000 in 
machinery as it continues its expansion into new markets. 
Source: Journal 08/04/11 
 

• Ringtons, Newcastle tea brand has invested around £3 in a new fleet of 
vans.  
Source: Journal 07/04/11 
 

• AV Dawson, Middlesbrough Logistics and supply chain specialists, has 
secured planning permission for a £2.6m intermodal rail terminal.  
Source: Journal, Echo, Gazette 06/04/11 
 

• Beetroot Grill and Café, Newcastle, has been set up after receiving 
£77,000 of bank support. 
Source: Journal 06/04/11 
 

• Kitwave, North Tyneside wholesale and cash and carry business has 
secured a £7.5m investment.  
Source: Journal 06/04/11, 13/04/11 
 

• Banks Renewables, Durham, has secured £20m to invest into wind 
farm developments from the Co-operative Bank, the largest investment 
in the renewables market by the bank to date. 
Source: Journal 05/04/11 
 

• CVO Fire, NewtonAycliffe fire manufacturer, has invested £150,000 
developing a new range of high efficiency fires.  
Source: Echo 05/04/11, Journal 06/04/11 
 

• Henry Williams Ltd, Darlington engineering firm, is celebrating its 
centenary with £3m investment.  
Source: Echo 05/04/11 
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• DAV Developments has embarked on a £150m growth drive. 
Source: Journal 04/04/11 

 
MARCH:  
 

• Highbridge, North Tyneside business park developer has won planning 
permission for a second £100m data centre at its Cobalt development.  
Source: Journal 30/03/11 
 

• Northumbrian Fine Foods, Gateshead, has been bought by new 
owners who are investing £750,000.  
Source: Journal 30/03/11 
 

• Nifco UK, Tees Valley car parts manufacturer is starting work on an 
£8.5m factory in Stockton. 
Source: Echo 29/03/11, 30/03/11, Gazette 30/03/11, Journal 06/04/11 
 

• Barratt North East, has announced a £57m investment in Teesside’s 
property market with the launch of two new sites in Norton and 
Stockton. 
Source: Gazette 25/03/11 
 

• Another waste-to-energy scheme has gained planning permission to 
build a £50m gasifier on the former Billingham ICI works at Haverton 
Hill. 
Source: Gazette 25/03/11 
 

• Amec has won a £32m contract to prepare the Teesside Gas 
Processing Plant at Seal Sands to process gas from a new field. It has 
also won a second contract, the value of which is as yet undisclosed. 
Source: Echo 24/03/11, 01/04/11, Gazette 25/03/11, 04/04/11 
 

• GlaxoSmithKline has completed a £19m expansion to its Barnard 
Castle factory. 
Source: Echo 24/03/11 
 

• Minimix North East Ltd, Billingham concrete manufacturer has invested 
£10,000 in drilling a well and invested £40,000 in crushing and 
screening equipment last year.  
Source: Northern Echo 23/03/11 
 

• MabiCart, Newcastle mobile commerce company, has secured a 
£308,000 funding round from investors. 
Source: Journal 21/03/11 
 

• Eaga, Newcastle, has secured £375 investment to fit solar panels to 
more than 30,000 homes. The financing is made up of equity and debt 
financing agreed with a consortium of five banks, Eaga itself, HSBC 
Environmental Infrastructure Fund and Barclays European 
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Infrastructure Fund.  
Source: Journal 18/03/11, 22/03/11, Northern Echo 21/03/11 
 

• Tekmar Group, subsea and offshore renewable energy company, 
Newton Aycliffe, has invested >£2m in innovative engineering. 
Source: Gazette 18/03/11 
 

• The Worx, Dormanstown café, has been opened following a £25,000 
refurbishment and refit of what was a former TV repair shop. 
Source: Gazette 18/03/11 
 

• Bastion Security Installations, Gateshead, has secured £400,000 from 
FW Capital to improve production facilities, train new staff and release 
products.  
Source: Journal 17/03/11 
 

• Northshore Development Partnership, a subsidiary of Muse 
Developments, is investing £297m of a £300m project developing 
Northshore in Stockton. Work will begin in March with £3m contributed 
by the HCA. 
Source: Gazette 17/03/11 
 

• CableCom Training, Stockton, has completed a new £2.2m training 
and conference centre at Preston Farm. 
Source: Northern Echo 16/03/11 
 

• HomeCall, Tees Valley-based housing provider recently completed a 
£1m investment at its Redcar contact centre. 
Source: Northern Echo 15/03/11 
 

• Bring Buy Sell, new retail venture by entrepreneur Jason Hadlow, has 
gained £100,000 private equity investment. 
Source: Gazette 15/03/11, 18/03/11, Echo 29/03/11 
 

• Earthly Energy, Wilton, is investing £6m on a new waste-to-energy 
plant. 
Source: Gazette 15/03/11, 25/03/11 
 

• Ibod, Middlesbrough intelligent business-searching service, has 
secured £500,000 investment from local companies to develop its new 
product.  
Source: Journal 10/03/11 

•  
• ECO Plastics, Wallsend recycling company, has gained £5m 

investment from Coco-Cola. 
Source: Journal 08/03/11 
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• SAFS, manufacturer, has invested £45,000 on a load testing facility. 
Source: Journal 07/03/11 
 

• Bluebell Telecom, Newcastle, has secured £3.95m from YFM Private 
Equity, Octopus Investments and Natwest and expanded. 
Source: Journal 03/03/11 
 

• SMC Pharma is investing £500,000 in its Northumberland drug 
manufacturing plant. 
Source: Journal 03/03/11 
 

• Icona Solutions, software design company, has gained £550,000 
investment with £190,000 from the private IP Group, £78,000 from the 
North West Equity Fund and £22,000 from the North East Technology 
Fund. 
Source: Northern Echo 02/03/11, Gazette 03/03/11 

 
• Hitachi will build a factory and manufacturing base for high speed trains 

at Newton Aycliffe, providing a £4.5bn economic boost for the region. A 
CDDC report revealed that for every £1 of government money invested 
would turn into £48 in the local economy.  
Source: Northern Echo, Journal 02/03/11 
 

• Argos Inspection Company, has invested £500,000 in new equipment 
and facilities. 
Source: Journal 01/03/11 
 

• Cumbria Cerebral Palsy and Impact Housing are investing £700,000 
into care homes Lister and Sycamore Houses.  
Source: Northern Echo 01/03/11 
 

FEBRUARY: 
 
• Responsive Engineering, Team Valley, has invested £1.4m over the 

past year in new machinery and equipment and is planning to move to 
larger premises. 
Source: Journal 28/02/11 
 

• STR Enterprises, North East leisure company, will spend £8m on the 
development of Wallsend Golf Club into a multi-faceted leisure park 
with a hotel, golf course, sports injury clinic, adventure park, pub, 
conference centre and various sports pitches and courts. 
Source: Journal 28/02/11 
 

• Aquilo, Thornaby industrial cleaning and waste management firm, has 
invested £340,000 in new office and warehousing space and £1m in 
new equipment. 
Source: Gazette 28/02/11 
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• SSI, Sahaviriya Steel Industries, owner of Teesside Cast Products, has 
confirmed the deal with former holders Tata Steel, to buy the plant. 
£93.1m will be invested in plant improvements and £248.3m  into 
business for working capital. A £1.7m fund will also be created to train 
local unemployed graduates and skilled workers. 
Source: Journal, Northern Echo, Gazette 25/02/11 
 

• Executive Care Group has invested £2.5m in a new nursing home. 
Design and construction was completed by Gateshead design and 
construction firm Koru Property Services.  
Source: Journal 25/03/11 
 

• Capital Shopping Centres is planning a £5m investment for an 
extension to Gateshead’s Metrocentre. 
Source: Journal, Northern Echo 25/03/11 
 

• Screenreach, Newcastle digital interaction business, has raised 
£770,000 funding.  
Source: Journal 24/03/11 
 

• Tekmar, Newton Aycliffe subsea engineering specialist invested £3.5m 
in the last year.  
Source: Journal 23/02/11 
 

• Nordic Pioneer, Darlington environmentally friendly anti-graffiti products 
and services, including training, has gained £90,000 investment. 
Source: Northern Echo 22/02/11 
 

• Gateshead College has invested £7.5m in training facilities. 
Source: Journal 22/02/11 
 

• Delcor, Northumberland-based sofa and bed specialists, is investing 
£30,000 in franchising plans. 
Source: Journal 21/02/11 
 

• Project Solutions UK is investing £220,000 in the 71 Clayton Street, 
Newcastle development. 
Source: Journal 18/02/11 
 

• Clever Clogs Day Nursery, Belmont, has bought two new sites in 
Hartlepool and Bowburn as part of a £500,000 investment.  
Source: Journal 16/02/11, Echo 17/02/11 Gazette 18/02/11 
 

• e-Theraputics, Newcastle pharmacology company, has raised £17.6m 
from a share deal. 
Source: Journal 16/02/11 
 

• JDR Cables, Hartlepool, is investing £11m to double the size of its 
factory. 
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Source: Gazette 16/02/11 
 

• CA Group, West Auckland construction firm has secured the multi-
millionpound deal to rebuild Warner Bros’ Leavesden Studios. The 
overall cost of the project is £100m. 
Source: Northern Echo 14/02/11 
 

• Drive2Recruit, Gateshead drivery recruitment firm, has been set up by 
three female entrepreneurs with £10,000 funding.  
Source: Journal 14/02/11 
 

• amBX, Middlesbrough-based software company, has secured a 
£700,000 investment. 
Source: Journal 14/02/11 
 

• Smithers-Oasis, Washington flower foam manufacturer, invested 
£600,000 over the last year in new packaging equipment. 
Source: Journal 09/02/11 
 

• Bioinnovel, bio-processing firm, Redcar, has secured £325,000 
investment from IP Group. 
Source: Journal 08/02/11 
 

• The Bousdale Farm Holiday Cottage, East Cleveland, is undertaking a 
£120,000 expansion project. £90,000 will be privately funded, with 
£30,000 secured from the Rural Deelopment Programme for England 
scheme. 
Source; Northern Echo 05/02/11 
 

• Jomast Developments, is starting work on the >£4m renovation of 
Stockton’s Globe Theatre with a £3m investment. Stockton Council is 
contributing just over £1m. 
Source: Gazette, Northern Echo 04/02/11, D&S 11/02/11 
 

• Geneius, DNA food-testing firm, Newcastle, has received £400,000 in 
investment from a consortium which includes Northstar Ventures and 
three directors of Innocent Drinks. 
Source: Journal 03/02/11 
 

• Innova, Northumberland engineering firm, has won £30,000 for its 
concept of a more efficient wind turbine through the Shell Springboard 
programme.  
Source: Journal 03/02/11 
 

• Harley Davidson Dealership, Newcastle, has completed a £200,000 
refurbishment of the site, opening a new 12,000sq ft showroom, store 
and workshop in the Silverlink retail and business park.  
Source: Journal 03/02/11 
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• Ebiquity, media monitoring company, is investing >£1m in relocation to 
Quorum Business Park, Newcastle. 
Source: Northern Echo 01/02/11 
 

• Esh Group, County Durham, has invested £1.4m revamping its van 
fleet.  
Source: Northern Echo 01/02/11 
 

JANUARY: 
 

• Angel Biotechnology will invest £965,000 expanding back into its 
previous site in Cramlington.  
Source: Journal 31/01/11 
 

• Van Monster, used commercial vehicle supplier, has opened a new 
centre in Darlington. 
Source: Northern Echo 28/01/11 
 

• MetroMail, County Durham mailing house, is investing >£10m to 
expand into a new site at Seaham’s Foxcover Enterprise Park.  
Source: Journal, Northern Echo 27/01/11 
 

• Solvert Limited, Teesside, plans to create a £100m manufacturing plant 
on Teesside.  
Source: Northern Echo, Journal, Gazette 27/01/11, Gazette 28/01/11  
 

• Jomast Group, Stockton-based real estate developer, hopes to start 
work again on the £100m Trincomalee Wharf development in 
Hartlepool which has been on hold. 
Source: Journal 26/01/11 
 

• The Finance for Business North East Fund attracted £15m of 
investment from the private sector in its first year, 2010, to match its 
own £14m investment.  
Source: Journal 26/01/11 
 

• BioRegional Quintain, property developer, is the force behind the 
£200m RiversideOne housing development which will become the UK’s 
largest zero carbon development with 750 homes. 
Source: Northern Echo 25/01/11 
 

• Wilkinson the value chain is opening in the former 19,000 sq ft 
Waitrose store in The Gates Durham. Amount of investment not yet 
released.  
Source: Northern Echo 25/01/11 
 

• ITPS, Gateshead-based IT firm, invested £250,000 in its data storage 
centres in 2010 and expects to invest around £250,000 again over the 
next two years. 
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Source: Journal 25/01/11 
 

• 0800 Repair, appliance repair firm, has opened a shop in Chester-le-
Street. 
Source: Journal 25/01/11 
 

• Robert Parker, entrepreneur, is investing >£1m in inmprovements at 
country house hotels Guyzance Hall, Eshott Hall and Doxford Hall in 
Northumberland. 
Source: Journal 24/01/11 
 

• Phoenix Eye, North Tyneside security business, has invested £500,000 
to increase turnover.  
Source: Journal 21/01/11 
 

• Masher, Gateshead-based web developers, has won £550,000 
investment. 
Source: Journal 20/01/11 
 

• Cinnamon, North East property lawyers, has gained £90,000 
investment for expansion. 
Source: Journal 20/01/11, 25/01/11 
 

• Northumbrian Water is starting work on a £34m plant to convert 
organic waste into energy. 
Source: Northern Echo 20/01/11 
 

• Python Properties, has put in a bid to invest £5m in refurbishing 
Billingham House in Billingham. 
Source: Gazette 19/01/11 
 

• 99p Stores Limited is planning to invest £4m in the North East over the 
next 2 years and open 20 new stores. 
Source: Journal 19/01/11 
 

• Home Group, social housing provider, Newcastle, has said it will make 
£185m investment over the next two years. Amongst its multi-million 
pound expansion plans are moving into new premises and multi-million 
pound refurbishment programme of its housing stock.  
Source: Northern Echo 19/01/11, Journal 02/02/11 
 

• Henry Williams Ltd, Darlington engineering company, invested £1.5m 
in 2010 in its North East facilities. 
Source: Northern Echo 04/01/11 
 

• Frank’s the Flooring Store has invested £1m in its distribution centre in 
Shildon. 
Source: Northern Echo 04/01/11 
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• Factory Store, de-branded clothing store, expanded in 2010 with new 
stores in Barnard Castle and Hexham. In 2011 it plans to establish an 
outlet in Morpeth and double the size of the chain overall. £30,000 was 
spent on refurbishing shops in 2010. 
Source: Journal 14/01/11 
 

• Zenith People, Hebburn recruitment company, plans to open an office 
on Teesside. 
Source: Journal 14/01/11 
 

• Middleton Hall Retirement Village, Darlington, has invested £200,000 
on a refurbishment programme. 
Source: Darlington & Stockton  Times 14/01/11, Gazette 25/01/11 

 
• DFDS Seaways Limited, North East cruise ferry operator, has 

contributed to the £100m marketing fund organised by the private 
sector and government to boost tourism.  
Source: Northern Echo 11/01/11 
 

• SpenHill Developments (the regeneration arm of Tesco) is planning 
£150m leisure complex and supermarket as part of Gateshead town 
centre’s regeneration. 
Source: Journal 11/01/11 
 

• Park and Slide, Gateshead, which has invented a sliding car parking 
system, has invested £100,000 in the business. 
Source: Journal 11/01/11 

 
• Co-operative Funeral-care, Stockton, has invested £250,000 on a new 

fleet of vehicles. 
Source: Northern Echo 10/01/11 

 
• Cotswold Manufacturing, Thornaby, is looking to invest in a fifth CNC 

cutting machine following its expansion from Billingham to a new 
factory on the Teesside Industrial Estate and investment of £1m.  
Source: Journal 10/01/11 

 
• Dene Group, North East independent film and TV production group, 

has announced a £795,000 expansion plan including relocation to 
Newcastle. 
Source:,Journal 07/01/11, Northern Echo 10/01/11 

 
• Tanfield Foods, Consett, secured £3m investment from venture capital 

firm Inventages, Switzerland in 1010. 
Source: Journal 07/01/11 

 
• ScreenReach, Newcastle digital business, gained £250,000 investment 

from entrepreneur chairman Tom Maxfield. 
Source: Journal 06/01/11 
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• Leopard Leisure is embarking on a £150,000 refurbishment of 

Newcastle pub Rosie’s Bar. 
Source: Journal 05/01/11 
 

DECEMBER: 
 
 

• BioRegional Quintain is the developer of RiversideOne, the £200m 
residential, commercial and leisure development taking shape on the 
former Middlehaven docks site in Middlesbrough. 
Source: Northern Echo 14/12/10 
 

• AMECaL, equipment repair firm, Wallsend, has invested £130,000 to 
increase the number of labs.  
Source: Journal 21/12/10 
 

• Atlas Infrastructure Management, Newcastle, has raised £100,000 
investment with Sherpa, the Proof of Concept Fund and Northstar 
Ventures. 
Source; Journal 20/12/10 
 

• The Officers Club, North East fashion chain, added an additional 17 
shops to its portfolio in 2010 and plans another 20 in 2011.  
Source: Journal 20/12/10 
 

• Eaga, environmental services company, is on course to win £60m 
funding from HSBC and Barclays for its solar panel installation project. 
It will also put £15m into the fund itself. 
Source: Journal 17/12/10 
 

• CableCom, Teesside training company, has moved into its new £2.1m 
training centre. 
Source: Northern Echo 17/12/10 
 

• Horizon Marketing, Newcastle, is expanding into new city centre 
premises. 
Source: Journal 16/12/10 
 

• GlaxoSmithKline is planning to build a new North East plant as part of 
a £500m investment. 
Source: Journal 15/12/10 
 

• Sunderland Software City is awaiting planning permission for its £10m 
development in the Sunniside Quarter. 
Source: Journal 15/12/10 
 

• Stockton Toys expanded in October from a market stall to a unit in the 
Castlegate Centre. 
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Source: Gazette 15/12/10 
 

• Prudential Assurance Limited is investing >£10m in the refurbishment 
of Washington’s Galleries shopping centre. 
Source: Journal 15/12/10 
 

• City Church, Newcastle, has spent £1m on restoring the former Manors 
Power Station to become the CastleGate Centre. 
Source: Journal 15/12/10 
 

• PD Ports, is expanding with a potential £29m of investment. An initial 
£16m for expanding container handling facilities and £350,000 in 
upgrading two warehouses.  
Source: Gazette 13/12/10, 14/12/10, 06/01/11, 02/02/11 
 

• ING Real Estate will invest £24m in Murton if plans to expand Dalton 
Park are approved. 
Source: Journal 11/12/10 

 
• Lottie McPhee’s, cupcake makers, has opened its third outlet; a shop in 

Whitley Bay to add to its presence at Quayside Market and the 
tearoom outlet at a Gosforth Park garden centre. 
Source: Journal 10/12/10 

• Expamet Building Products in the Tees Valley, has secured £8.35m 
funding from GE Capital.  
Source: Northern Echo 09/12/10, Gazette 14/12/10 
 

• Owen Pugh’s drainage and sewage division has bought HCS Drain 
Services and invested £350,000 in additional plant equipment. 
Source: Northern Echo 09/12/10 
 

• The Mussel Club, Newcastle, has launched Mussel TV as part of its 
£15,000 website upgrade.  
Source: Journal 08/12/10 
 

• EPS and Mandale Finance are expanding into the Cargo Fleet building 
in South Bank, Middlesbrough once its redevelopment is complete.  
Source: Northern Echo 08/12/10 
 

• Python Properties, Middlesbrough, is restoring the former HQ of British 
Steel and Redcar & Cleveland Borough council in a £1.5m overhaul. 
Source: Northern Echo 08/12/10 
 

• GCrypt, Newcastle secure email and delivery software firm, has 
secured £262,000 investment from the North East Angel fund, 
shareholders and a southern “business angel”. 
Source: Journal 07/12/10 
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• World Productions has received £150,000  in investment from the 
Finance for Business North East Creative Content Fund, for its new 
film United, which is being shot almost entirely in the North East. 
Source: Journal 06/12/10 
 

• Warmseal, Newcastle-based replacement door and window company, 
has invested £100,000 in new production machinery. 
Source: Journal 01/12/10 
 

• Allseas, global offshore company installing a new gas pipeline, and 
Teesside Gas & Liquids Processing which will process the gas, will 
create 300 jobs on Teesside. 
Source: Journal 01/12/10 
 

NOVEMBER: 
 

• Adlink Data Communications, Newcastle, has received a £205,000 
investment from the North East Angel fund managed by Rivers Capital 
Partners and from the company’s founders and a private angel investor 
in Adlink itself. 
Source: Journal 27/11/10, 06/04/11 
 

• Newcastle Drum Centre has taken leases on five properties to expand 
its premises.  
Source: Journal 29/11/10 
 

• TTE Technical Training Group, Middlesbrough, is investing in a new 
£200,000 training centre with £100,000 from TTE and £100,000 from 
the Skills Funding Agency. 
Source: D&S 26/11/10 
 

• Miller UK, Cramlington-based earth-moving kit maker, has gained a 
£5.7m funding package to invest in new manufacturing processes and 
products.  
Source: Journal 25/11/10 
 

• Intelpack, recyclable food packaging firm, Washington, has expanded 
into larger premises following £500,000 investment. 
Source: Journal 23/11/10 
 

• Com-vert, waste recycling business, Shilbottle, has gained investment 
of £225,000 from Lloyd’s TSB enabling it to expand to a new site.  
Source: Journal 23/11/10 
 

• Offshore Group Newcastle (OGN) has invested £16m in upgrading its 
shipyard into a major offshore construction yard. 
Source: Journal 23/11/10 
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• Solar Solve Marine, South Shields, has invested £25,000 in its IT 
capabilities and marketing. 
Source: Journal 22/11/10 
 

• Turbo Power Systems, Gateshead electronic company, has won £6.5m 
investment from Brazil and a £1.9m loan.  
Source: Journal 19/11/10 and 25/11/10 
 

• Quantum Controls, Prudhoe, will invest £500,000 in diversifying its 
product range and marketing.  
Source: Journal 19/11/10 
 

• Centre for Process Innovation, Wilton, will open the Industrial 
Biotechnology Demonstration Facility in December after £12m 
investment from Department of BIS’ Strategic Investment Fund.  
Source: Gazette 17/11/10 [Public sector investment so not in totals] 
 

• Elecscoot, green transport company, County Durham, is moving to new 
21,000sq ft premises in Dipton. 
Source: Northern Echo 18/11/10 
 

• UK Land Estates has let or sold 155,000sq ft of property in Team 
Valley Jan-Nov 2010. It has submitted a planning application for 
Dukesway Central, a 200,000sq ft scheme.  
Source: Journal 18/11/10 
 

• Hanro, Newcastle property group, are about to close a £15m deal to 
build a new 100,000sq ft Sainsbury’s superstore in Heaton. 
Source: Journal 17/11/10 
 

• The Pen Shop, has invested £90,000 on marketing campaigns and will 
roll out more of its chain stores in 2011, increasing the workforce. 
Source: Journal 17/11/10 
 

• £2.4m is being invested to support the use of biotechnology for 
industrial purposes in the Tees Valley by One North East as part of the 
Tees Valley Industrial Programme. 
Source: Northern Echo, Gazette and Journal 17/11/10, D&S 19/11/10 
 

• Seaham Smiles is the new name for Robson’s Dental Practice in 
Seaham following a £500,000 investment and rebranding.  
Source: Northern Echo 17/11/10, Journal 06/12/10 
 

• Scott Brothers, haulage firm, has expanded, buying new premises; the 
old Imperial Tankers site at Haverton Hill for £2m. The company is 
investing £200,000 on a refit and £500,000 in plant equipment to 
expand a concrete recycling project. 
Source: Gazette 15/11/10 
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• BioInnovel, bioprocess sensor and software developer, is expanding 
into the Innovation Accelerator Incubator at the Wilton Centre, 
Teesside. 
Source: Northern Echo 16/11/10 
 

• SITS Group, virtualised computer solutions firm, is expanding into 
bigger offices at the Quorum Business Park, Newcastle. 
Source: Northern Echo 16/11/10 
 

• Simpson, Washinton printing firm has secured £480,000 investment 
which is being used for new digital printing equipment. 
Source: Journal 12/11/10 
 

• Durham Graphene Science has gained £100,000 investment from 
Northstar Ventures through its Finance for Business North East Proof 
of Concept fund and plans to start hiring.  
Source: Journal 12/11/10 

 
• Monitor Coatings, North Shields, has landed £400,000 investment from 

NEL Fund Managers via the Finance for Business North East Growth 
Fund.  
Source: Journal 11/11/10 and Northern Echo 12/11/10 
 

• Arco, personal protective equipment Stockton, has invested £45,000 in 
refurbishment. 
Source: Gazette 11/11/10 

 
• Hilton Hotel, Newcastle Gateshead, has been refurbished following a 

£500,000 investment.  
Source: Journal 11/11/10, 07/02/11 
 

• DRD Power, Wilton, is undertaking a £1m project which includes 
£250,000 of investment from the Carbon Trust and £248,000 from the 
Tees Valley Industrial Programme.  
Source: Journal 10/11/10 and Gazette 11/11/10 

 
• North Eastern Tyre and Exhausts, Middlesbrough, is investing £2m in 

new warehousing and plans expansion and job creation. 
Source: Gazette 10/11/10 and Journal and Northern Echo 11/11/10 

 
• MGT Power has consent to create its £500m Tees Renewable Energy 

Plant in Teesport. 
Source: Journal 10/11/10 

 
• Connor Solutions, Houghton-le-Spring, has won a new contract with 

SenseLogix, a North Wales company which has gained £1m 
investment to expand into the North East, taking premises in Newton 
Aycliffe.  
Source: Northern Echo 10/11/10 and Journal 11/11/10, 08/12/10 
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• Freeman Catering Butchers, Gateshead, has been awarded a 

£155,000 grant to help develop a supply chain. 
Source: Journal 10/11/10 
 

• Elite Powder Coatings, Newcastle, has invested £25,000 to improve 
and expand facilities 
Source: Journal 10/11/10 
 

• Elite Precision Engineering, Consett engineering firm, has invested 
£70,000 in equipment and design software and plan to double the size 
of their premises.  
Source: Northern Echo 09/11/10 

 
• AAF-McQuay, Cramlington, has invested >£200,000 in improving their 

offices and factory. 
Source: Journal 08/11/10 
 

•  Nonlinear Dynamics, Newcastle software firm, has secured £500,000 
investment through an Enterprise Finance Guarantee Loan from the 
Yorkshire Bank’s Newcastle Financial Solutions Centre.  
Source: Journal 08/11/10 
 

• Priory Group is investing £1m to transform the former Hurworth House 
School into an educational facility for SEN children. 
Source: Gazette 08/11/10 

 
• Pawletts heating and fireplace company, Guisborough, is expanding 

into new markets and premises with £25,000 investment and another 
£70,000 planned.  
Source: Journal and Gazette 05/11/10 and D&S 19/11/10 
 

• La Moda Hairdressers, Barnard Castle, has been opened by Nokkaew 
Harrington and Sophie Rodriquez with the help of a £6000 grant from 
Barnard Castle Vision. 
Source: D&S 5/11/10 
 

• Trees Can’t Dance, chilli farm company Northumberland, is expanding 
with a £90,000 investment into a new 3000sq ft manufacturing facility. 
Source: D&S 05/11/10 
 

• Durham Cathedral has signed up developer Banks Group, 
Meadowfield, to support its £7m five year development plan.  
Source: Northern Echo 05/11/10 

 
• The High Temperature Innovation Centre, a research facility worth £5m 

is planned to open in Middlesbrough in the next two years. It is backed 
by £2.5m investment from One North East through the Tees Valley 
Industrial Programme and £2.5m from Tata Steel and the Centre for 



The North East Economy Notable News 

 

Process Innovation. 
Source: Journal and Gazette 04/11/10 
 

• Executel, Gateshead communications specialist, has secured a 
contract with O2 and private equity investment. It has invested 
£400,000 in new services. 
Source: Journal 04/11/10  
 

• Work began at the site of the £9.9m Northern Design Centre in the 
Gateshead Baltic Business Quarter 
Source: Northern Echo 04/11/10 

 
• Proton, Newcastle, is investing £20m in product development for its 

hydrogen fuel cell systems.  
Source: Journal 03/11/10 

 
• Danieli Holdings is regenerating a former Whitley Bay care home into a 

holiday retreat for the disabled in a £1.25m investment programme. It 
also plans retreats in Gateshead and Northumberland.  
Source: Journal 03/11/10 

 
• St Mary’s Church, Newcastle, is benefiting from a £3m refurbishment 

programme.  
Source: Journal 03/11/10 

 
• Biofresh, food preservation specialists, Newcastle, has gained 

£100,000 of investment from NEL Fund Managers and plans 
expansion of its base and workforce. 
Source: Journal 03/11/10 

 
• Linden Foods has invested £200,000 in its Burradon abattoir. 

Source: Journal 03/11/10 
 

• Asda in Spennymoor has invested £2m in store refurbishment. 
Source Northern Echo 03/11/10 

 
• Nigel Wright Recruitment, Newcastle, has gained multi-million pound 

investment to open offices in Europe and Asia or South America.  
Source: Journal 03/11/10 

 
• Express Engineering, Gateshead, has expanded its production site by 

18,000sq ft. 
Source: Journal 03/11/10 
 

• UK Steel Enterprise is expanding its Innovation Centre in Hartlepool 
with £4.7m investment and 20,000sq ft of additional office place.  
Source: Northern Echo 02/11/10 
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• Technical Engineering Services has expanded into new premises near 
Billingham.  
Source: Northern Echo 02/11/10 

 
• The Redforrest Group, Gateshead, has invested £250,000 in new 

digital printing equipment. 
Source: Journal 02/11/10  

 
• Rockliffe Hall Hotel, Darlington, has invested £530,000 in machinery, 

paths and roads for its golf course.  
Source: Gazette 02/11/10 

 
• Onyx Group, technology firm, Stockton, makes a six-figure investment 

on Teesside with the launch of a new workplace recovery centre. 
Source: Gazette 02/11/10 

 
• Saltwell Signs owned by The Redforrest Group, Gateshead, has 

moved to Redforrest’s facilities in a £150,000 investment. 
Source: Journal 02/11/10 

 
• Key Waste Management, Amble, Northumberland, has secured 

£47,000 investment. 
Source: Journal 01/11/10 

 
• SG Petch, motor dealership, Darlington, has invested £2m in a new 

site in Durham. 
Source: Journal 01/11/10 
 

• Potts Print has invested £300,000 in a new digital printer and will invest 
an additional £1m in a litho printing press by the end of 2010. It will 
invest another £1.5m in 2011 and expand onto 50,000sq ft of land over 
next three years. 
Source: Journal 01/11/10, 03/11/10 
 

OCTOBER: 
 

• Plans for a £300m film studio near Dawdon, County Durham. 
Source: Northern Echo 28/10/10 
 

• Atmos Consulting Ltd has expanded in the NE with the opening of an 
office in Stanhope, Durham.  
Source: Journal 28/10/10 

 
• Renewable Energy Systems and Port of Blyth have plans to build a 

new biomass power station worth £200m at the port. 
Source: Journal 28/10/10 
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• Tompkins UK, sub-sea engineering firm has invested £2m in 
refurbishing an office block in Darlington. 
Source: Northern Echo 28/10/10 (£1m), 26/03/11, 31/03/11 

 
• Carillion and Arlington Real Estate are celebrating the start of 

construction on their £200m DURHAMGATE scheme. 
Source: Journal 27/10/10 
 

• Pyeroy, a rapidly growing Gateshead company, has invested £250,000 
to help it paint Royal Navy aircraft carriers more efficiently. 
Source: Journal 26/10/10 
 

• Dee Dee’s fashion boutique has expanded into permanent premises in 
Spennymoor after starting out in the Bishop Auckland InShops 
Enterprise Arcade. 
Source: Journal 26/10/10 

 
• Athenaeum Developments Ltd, Sunderland, plans to redevelop Springs 

Health Club on Teesside Park in a £7.5m scheme. 
Source: Journal 27/10/10 

 
• The Bluebell Pub, Bishopton near Stockton is getting a £100,000 

refurbishment. 
Source: Northern Echo 26/10/10 

 
• Kromek, technology firm, Sedgefield, has expanded into new £10m 

HQ. 
Source: Northern Echo and Journal 26/10/10 

 
• Esh Group investing in £1.6m base in Cramlington, Northumberland. 

Source: Journal 25/10/10 
 
• Egger UK, manufacturing plant, Hexham, is building a 9000sq m 

extension. 
Source: Northern Echo 28/10/10, Journal 29/10/10 

 
• Mitsubishi Chemical Corporation and Lucite International are creating a 

£25m plant to make ingredients for electric car batteries. 
Source: Northern Echo and Journal 27/10/10, Gazette 23/11/10 

 
• Silvery Tweed Cereals Ltd, Berwick, has won £1.2m funding from 

Yorkshire Bank and One North East and has expanded its premises by 
6,000sq ft to 22,000sq ft in total.  
Source: Journal 27/10/10 

 
• Discovery Properties’ plans to develop Darlington town centre are back 

on track. There are some changes but it will still include 20 shops, a 
500 space car park and an 80,000sq ft flagship store.  
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Source: Northern Echo 26/10/10 
 

• Sita UK and Sembcorp UK, Teesside, are creating a £200m green 
household-waste-to-energy plant. 
Source: Journal 26/10/10, Gazette 02/11/10 & 08/12/10, 14/12/10 

 
• Tompkins UK, sub-sea engineering, technology and investment 

business is moving to Darlington, investing £1m in refurbishing the 
former RAC Insurance office.  
Source: D&S Times 22/10/10 
 

• Bespoke Valet and Detailing invests £32,000 in new equipment and 
buildings. 
Source: D&S Times 22/10/10 
 

• Guisborough Hall Hotel is investing £60,000 in a biomass boiler. The 
contract for installation and housing has been won by Henderson 
Campbell, Guisborough-based civil engineering and building company.  
Source: D&S Times 22/10/10 

 
• Touch Local, online directory company has won £151,000 funding from 

One NE for its Stockton contact centre Enable Media.   
Source: Journal 22/10/10 

 
• International Innovative Technologies, Gateshead, opened new 

20,000sq ft factory with £6.4m funding. 
Source: Northern Echo and Journal 22/10/10  

 
• Washington Developments is seeking planning permission for a £32m 

hotel, homes and golf club project  
Source: Northern Echo 21/10/10 (£17.5m), Journal 31/01/11 

 
• Tees Barrage/British Waterways are investing £4.6m in a makeover of 

the Tees Barrage White Water Course.  
Source: Evening Gazette 21/10/10 

 
• UK Haptics has expanded into a new 54,000sq ft site in Newcastle 

after securing funding from One North East. 
Source: Journal 21/10/10 

 
• Durham University has opened first part of £12m investment 

programme, the £5.3m sports centre open to students and the public in 
Stockton. 
Source: Northern Echo 21/10/10 
 

• Aspire Technology Solutions, reconfirmed commitment to NE by 
investing in an iconic NE building; Heworth Hall, Gateshead. >£1m 
invested in opening of office as the UK HQ and job additional creation 
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is planned. 
Source: Journal 21/10/10 

 
• Lanchester Dairies, Durham, has received >£120,000 grant from the 

Rural Development Programme for England. 
Source: Journal 20/10/10 

 
• £6m Washington Managed Workspace business centre and scheme 

for start up businesses.  
Source: Northern Echo 20/10/10 
 

• Euro Hostel has invested £6m to turn a Newcastle office into a 200-bed 
Euro hostel to open March 2011. 
Source: Journal 20/10/10 
 

 
• Greencroft Bottling Company, Stanley, County Durham, has invested 

£800,000 in its production line and expanded its warehouse from 
260,000 sq ft to 300,000 sq ft.  
Source: Journal 20/10/10 
 

• Crownfold, the North East’s biggest independent home improvement 
company based in Gateshead, has invested £500,000 in new 
showrooms across the region.  
Source: Journal 20/10/10 

 
• SCM Pharma, Northumberland pharmaceutical group has secured a 

£30,000 UK Trade and Investment grant.  
Source: Journal 20/10/10 
 

• £750,000 refurbishment and redevelopment of Thornaby Town Hall by 
Python Properties to make 12,000 sq ft of office space. 
Source: Journal 20/10/10 Evening Gazette 18/10/10, 
 
£600,000 investment by Eaga and Durham University’s Durham 
Energy Institute to fund a research programme and professorial post to 
investigate energy efficiency and sustainable communities. 
Source: Northern Echo 19/10/10 

 
• £8.4m investment in a national Skills Academy for Sustainable 

Manufacturing based in the NE. 
Source: Northern Echo 19/10/10 

 
• £6m Gateway West development on Tyneside’s Newburn Riverside 

green industrial estate.  
Source: Northern Echo 19/10/10 
 

• Bristol Street Motors has expanded into a 17,127 sq ft bespoke 
industrial unit on Tyneside’s Newburn Riverside Gateway West 
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development. Brio RMD UK has taken 5334 sq ft and Your Homes 
Newcastle has purchased 50,284 sq ft.  
Source: Northern Echo 19/10/10 and D&S Times 22/10/10 

 
• The Imprint Group has invested £6.5m in an expansion plan including 

new factory and equipment, and expanded into >50,000 sq ft of 
industrial units at Gateway West. 
Source: Northern Echo 19/10/10 
 

• Vertu Motors, Gateshead, has gained a £25m funding package with 
Barclays. £1.7m is being used to open a bodyshop in Newcastle and 
£15m to fund acquisitions. The company has expanded to 79 
dealerships. 
Source: Northern Echo and Gazette  19/10/10, Journal 10/11/10, 
15/12/10 
 

• Middlesbrough College has been granted planning permission for £7m 
sixth form centre development. 
Source: Evening Gazette 18/10/10 
 

• Marchday plc is spearheading £100m regeneration plan to build an 
eco-friendly community on the site of what was once Europe’s largest 
wool manufacturing factory.  
Source: Northern Echo and Evening Gazette 18/10/10 

 
• Lindisfarne Ltd has received £15,000 investment from UK Trade and 

Investment’s Horizon initiative to help export its Mead to Scandinavia.  
Source: Journal 18/10/10 
 

• Nifco UK, car parts manufacturer in Stockton, is able to continue with 
£8m new production line plan despite losing grant from One NE. The 
firm has retained £1m gap funding 
Source: Evening Gazette 14/10/10, 24/01/11 and Journal 15/10/10 

 
• European Metal Recycling is expanding in the NE with a new £1m 

facility on Cleveland Trading Estate. It is among the top ten fastest 
growing privately-owned companies. 
Source: Evening Gazette 14/10/10, Northern Echo 18/10/10 

 
• Photo Stuff Ltd, husband and wife team personalised printing company 

are planning expansion from North Tyneside shop to an industrial unit.  
Source: Journal 12/10/10 

 
• Village Farm Dairy near Sedgefield launching own range of cheeses 

with £26,000 funding from the Rural Development Programme for 
England, managed by One North East.  
Source: Darlington & Stockton Times 08/10/10 
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• Simon Bailes Peugeot Stockton, £900,000 investment into 
refurbishment and modernisation. (Echo says £1m) 
Source: The Journal 08/10/10, Northern Echo 18/03/11 
 

• Jurys Inn Hotel development in Gateshead worth £19m. 
Source: Journal 06/10/10 
 

• Npower and Leighton Group expand into 229,000sq ft of new offices at 
Goodman’s Rainton Bridge Business Park. Npower’s office is a £60m 
investment. 
Source: Journal 06/10/10, Journal 04/01/11 
 

SEPTEMBER: 
 

• Rob Mullen, food products entrepreneur, has secured a deal to bring 
Estonian flour from the Estonia Flour Supply company and Estonia’s 
Tartu Mill to the UK market. 
Source: Journal 25/11/10 
 

• Teesside Gas and Liquids Processing, a subsidiary of Teesside Gas 
Processing Plant has signed a £55m contract with the Breagh field to 
process gas produced at its Seals Sand plant. This deal reinforces the 
area’s standing as a key strategic hub for the gas industry. 
Source: Evening Gazette 30/09/10 

 
• Eutechnyx, based in Gateshead has won £5.2m investment from 

Private Technology Ventures. 
Source: Journal 30/09/10 and 03/11/10 
 

• Filtronic, Newton Aycliffe electronics firm, are expanding with an £11m 
acquisition of Isotek and plan to create more jobs.  
Source: Journal 29/10/10 

 
• TAG Energy Solutions £20m investment from Platina and ETF to 

create a renewable energy hub at Haverton Hill yard in Billingham.  
Source: Journal and Northern Echo 28/09/10, Northern Echo 02/12/10, 
04/01/11 

 
• Border Homebake bakery, Northumberland, invested £11,000 which 

was matched with another £11,000 from the Rural Development 
Programme for England, to meet increase demand. 
Source: Journal 28/09/10 

 
• Clipper Windpower building £25m blade factory in Newcastle 

Source: Northern Echo 24/09/10 
 

• £400,000 investment in an Auto Skills Centre run by Gateshead 
College to support and deliver the quality kite mark for those in the 
vehicle damage and repair industry 
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Source: Northern Echo 24/09/10 
 

• Intelect UK, Middlesbrough electrical and engineering specialist, is 
undertaking a £4m expansion. 
Source: Journal 24/09/10 
 

• Bridges Shopping Centre, owned by Land Securities, £15m expansion. 
Source: Northern Echo 23/09/10, 27/01/11 Journal 27/10/10 and 
17/11/10, 27/01/11 
 

• Sita UK is building a £120m North East Energy Recovery Centre at 
Haverton Hill converting waste into electricity. The company will 
receive £73.5m of Government Private Finance Initiative. Over the next 
five years the investment will be £250m. Over the 25 years the deal will 
be worth between £543m – £682m. 
Source: Northern Echo 17/09/10, Gazette 02/11/10 

 
AUGUST: 
 

• Tall Ships visit generated 970,000 visitors, £16million spending in the 
local Hartlepool economy and £50m regionally. 
 

• Corus/Tata has announced plans to build a £31.5m manufacturing 
plant producing foundations for offshore wind turbines. 
Source: The Journal 14/08/10 

 
 
NEW CONTRACTS 
 
 
JUNE:  
 

• Henry Williams, engineering firm, Darlington, have won £1m worth of 
rail sector contracts. 
Source: Journal 13/06/11 
 

• Grontmij, engineering consultancy, Newcastle, has won a £4m contract 
with Northumbrian Water.  
Source: Journal 03/06/11 
 

• SCM Pharma, Prudhoe pharmaceutical company, has won £1.2m 
worth of contracts, including the supply of a new cancer drug for 
Speciality European Pharma.  
Source: Journal 03/06/11 

 
 
MAY:  
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• CBL Cable Contractors, Hartlepool, has won a £16m contract to work 
on aircraft carriers. 
Source: Gazette 27/05/11 
 

• GT Group, Peterlee engineering firm, has won a £50m with GAZ in 
Russia. 
Source: Echo 23/05/11 
 

• Nivens Architects have won a £1m business hub project for Cleveland 
College of Art and Design. 
Source: Echo 20/05/11 
 

• Cheviot 4x4, North Tyneside car parts and repair firm has won a £2.5m 
5 year deal for supplying off road accessories.  
Source: Journal 07/05/11 
 

• Surreal Creative, Sunderland, has won a £1m contract with Sonae 
Industria in Portugal.  
Source: Journal 05/05/11 and Echo12/05/11  

 
APRIL: 
 

• K Home International, Thornaby engineers, has won a £5m contract 
with Saudi Arabian mining company Ma’aden.   
Source: Echo 27/04/11 
  

MARCH: 
 

• Pyeroy, Gateshead industrial paint firm, has secured £120m worth of 
work for the next five years. 
Source: Echo 20/04/11 
  

• Whelan Construction, Newcastle, has won a £1.2m contract to replace 
a training facility in Birtley. 
Source: Journal 15/04/11 
 

• Apex Wiring Solutions, Durham, has won a £9m contract for a London 
hospital and a £2m contract for the Heathrow Airport Terminal Two.  
Source: Gazette, Journal and Echo 14/04/11 
 

• Unasys, Middlesbrough technology firm has won a £1m Spanish 
support contract. 
Source: Echo 31/03/11 
 

• Whelan Construction, has completed a £200,000 office extension 
contract for the Salem Tubes HQ which Whelan originally built in 2009, 
a £100,000 office refurbishment contract for SCA Hygiene and has 
landed a £2m contract to transform a building into an engineering 
apprenticeship college. 
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Source: Journal 25/03/11 
 

• Tekmar Group, Newton Aycliffe subsea and offshore renewables 
company has won £1.3m and £5m contracts in Australia and Norway. 
Source: Gazette, Echo 18/03/11 
 

• Surgo Construction, Newcastle, has won the £1.25m contract to rebuild 
St Andrew’s Medical Practice in Spennymoor, this contract makes up 
part of the £20m worth of contracts won in recent months.  
Source: Echo 17/03/11, Journal 15/04/11 
 

• Aegis IT, Newcastle technology consultancy firm, has secured a 
£250,000 deal with US-based Turner Broadcasting System. 
Source: Journal 15/03/11 
 

• Asmag, Willington manufacturing firm, has announced new orders 
worth >£1m.  
Source: Northern Echo 05/03/11, D&S 11/03/11 
 

 
FEBRUARY: 

 
• Aquilo, Thornaby industrial cleaning and waste management firm, has 

won contracts with a string of blue-chip clients and £1.5m worth of work 
on the decommissioning of the Wilton plant.  
Source: Gazette 28/02/11 

 
• CORUS (mothballed under Labour – reopened under the 

Conservatives) – after a well-supported community campaign, which 
also caused Lib Dem Iain Swales MP to be elected, Corus changed its 
mind over the sale of its mothballed Teesside Cast Products Plant. 
This happened a few weeks after the president of its owner, Tata Steel, 
met David Cameron in India. It was announced in March 2011 that SSI 
(Sahaviriya Steel Industries), Thailand’s biggest steel producer, had 
bought Teesside Cast Products from Tata Steel for £291m. 700 jobs 
are saved, 800 more will be created and £343.1m will be invested. 
Journal/Gazette/Northern Echo 25/02/11 
 

• CMS+, Newcastle architect firm, has won work on the 71 Clayton 
Street development. 
Source: Journal 18/02/11 
 

• Palatine Beds has won the contract to refurbish the 600 mattresses 
used on the HMS Ark Royal. 
Source: Northern Echo and Journal 17/02/11 
 

• QA WeldTech, Middlesbrough energy sector manufacturing firm, has 
won contracts worth £4.7m from Dutch firm Heerema and £4m for the 
M’Boundi oilfield in The Republic of Congo. 
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Source: Northern Echo 15/02/11, Gazette 16/02/11 
 

• Fairgrieve Moulding, Washington plastics firm, has landed a £1m 
contract from confectionery company August Storck AG. (Another £4m 
order is in the works if the first one is delivered on time.) 
Source: Northern Echo, Journal 08/02/11 
 

• Stone Technical Services, Darlington, has won contracts worth 
£200,000 to install lightning protection for several major clients 
including Chelsea Football Club. 
Source: Northern Echo 04/02/11, 04/03/11 
 

• Lambert Smith Hampton, which has offices in Newcastle, has wont the 
2 and a half year contract for the estate management of the Tyne and 
Wear Metro system’s network of 60 stations. 
Source: Northern Echo 03/02/11 
 

• Woodcraft UK, Hartlepool shed-making business, has won contracts 
with Yuill Homes and Dunelm Homes and expects to gain more orders 
from other builders. 
Source: Gazette 01/02/11 
 

• Petards, Gateshead security firm, experienced strong order intake at 
the end of 2010 and has a strong order book for 2011 with a 3 year 
contract with the MoD. 
Source: Journal and Northern Echo 01/02/11 
 

• Casper Shipping, Middlesbrough, is expanding its workforce to meet 
booming demand.   
Source: Gazette 01/02/11 
 

JANUARY: 
 
• Claremont, software consultancy, Newcastle, has landed a £6m pan-

European deal.  
Source: Journal 31/01/11 
 

• Crabtree, print machine maker of Gateshead, has £15m of orders in 
place for the financial year from March 2011. 
Source: Journal 31/01/11 
 

• Surgo, Newcastle building firm, has won contracts worth £4.75m and 
£1.6m for the restoration of the Newcastle Theatre Royal and Yarm 
School’s new kitchen and dining hall. In 2010 it also won contracts with 
the University of Newcastle, the Royal Grammar School and 
Emmanuel College. 
Source: Journal 26/01/11 
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• Silverstone Building Consultancy, Newcastle, has recently won major 
clients including Unipec, the Big Lottery Fund, Metromail, the Alnwick 
Community Development Trust and other national retailers. 
Source: Northern Echo 25/01/11 
 

• CPD, technology and engineering solutions company, Teesside, has 
won a major contract with BP. 
Source: Gazette 24/01/11 
 

• Galliford Try, construction and house-building group, has won a £33m 
contract from Northumbria Water for a new plant in Newcastle. It 
follows a contract worth £30m with Imtech Process Limited and work 
on the £650,000 refurbishment of Newcastle Law School. 
Source: Journal 21/01/11 
 

• Solarglide, Northumberland maritime window blind manufacturer, has 
won £120,000 of business from the Far East and is expanding into new 
premises. 
Source: Journal 21/01/11 
 

• Clarity Informatics Group, Newcastle, has won a series of contract wins 
from the NHS, the North West Strategic Health Authority, the South 
East NHS Trust and a healthcare provider in Saudi Arabia. 
Source: Journal 17/01/11 
 

• Amec, Darlington engineering and energy company secured a £60m 
contract to extend a gas storage facility for EDF Energy in 2010. 
Source: Northern Echo 04/01/11 
 

• Henry Williams Ltd, Darlington engineering company, secured a major 
deal in 2010 to help create vehicles for frontline forces in Afghanistan. 
Source: Northern Echo 04/01/11 
 

• Thompsons of Prudhoe Holding Limited, Northumberland demolition 
firm, has won a significant contract to demolish the Elementis 
chemicals factory in Teesside. 
Source: Journal 11/01/11 
 

• Park and Slide, Gateshead, which has invented a sliding car parking 
system, has secured a deal with Movetech UK to distribute its products 
across the UK and Europe. 
Source: Journal 11/01/11 
 

• Carver Commercial, Darlington property consultants, agreed deals 
worth >£1m in the final weeks of 2010. 
Source: 11/01/11 
 

• Fastflow Pipeline Services, Wearside, has won a £1.3m contract with 
Northumbrian Water. This follows the £200m 10 year contract won in 
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March 2010 which involved an additional £5m project with Hartlepool 
Water. 
Source: Northern Echo 11/01/11 

 
• CTC Marine, Hartlepool, has won installation and trenching work on the 

BARD Offshore 1 Wind Farm Project.  
Source: Gazette 10/01/11 

 
• CTC Marine, Hartlepool, has won installation and trenching work on the 

BARD Offshore 1 Wind Farm Project in the North Sea.  
Source: Gazette 10/01/11 

 
• Heerema Fabrication Group, Hartlepool, has won work to build two 

substation platforms for the Sheringham Shoal wind farm off the 
Norfolk coast. 
Source: Gazette 10/01/11 

 
• Omega Plastics, Blyth, has won several new orders including to the 

Ministry of Defence.  
Source: Journal 06/01/11 

 
• The Beat Suite, Tyneside DJ firm, has won a prestigious contract with 

car-maker Lotus. 
Source: Journal 05/01/11 
 

• GWK Architects, Newcastle, has secured new contracts in the 
education sector including refurbishment of IT facilities at Sunderland 
University. 
Source: Journal 05/01/11 
 

 
DECEMBER: 
 
 

• IHC Engineering Business, Northumberland offshore engineering firm, 
has secured a contract with McDermott International as part of a join 
partnership with oil sector equipment maker SAS Gouda. 
Source: Journal 04/01/11 
 

• Guerilla, Newcastle creative agency, has won a contract to develop a 
campaign for fast-growing Californian technology company 8x8 Inc. 
Source: Journal 16/12/10 
 

• A&P Tyne, South Tyneside ship repair, has won a major contract to 
build two subsea structures for the USAN oilfield run by Total. 
Source: Northern Echo 16/12/10 
 

• Cordell Group, North East engineering contractor has won more >£8m 
of new orders this year. 
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Source: Gazette 14/12/10 
 

• Corus Tubes, Hartlepool, won a contract worth £200m 
Source: Gazette 14/12/10 
 

• Aker Solutions, Stockton, clinched a £115m green-energy contract for 
a biomass renewable energy plant in Fife.  
Source: Gazette 14/12/10 

 
• Ford, engineering company Tyneside, has won orders worth £80,000 

from China with a potential £400,000 more to follow. 
Source: Northern Echo 14/12/10 

 
• Moreish Food, cupcake business in Norton, has won several major 

contract wins with Renault and a well-know perfume house. 
Source: Northern Echo 12/10/10 
 

• Rocka Fitness Ltd, makers of the Body-Rocka portable training unit 
created by TV Apprentice Philip Taylor from County Durham, has won 
a deal with Argos to sell the product. 
Source: Northern Echo 11/12/10 

 
• Shepherd Engineering Services, North Shields, has won a number of 

new contracts including work at Harrogate Hospital, Harton Technology 
College and South Shields Community School. 
Source: Journal 10/12/10 
 

• McNulty Offshore, Tyneside fabrication yard, has won a £6m contract 
for an offshore wind platform for North East renewable energy body 
Narec. 
Source: Journal 10/12/10 

 
• Kromek, technology firm, Sedgefield, has won a for year contract of 

almost £1m with the University of Massachusetts Medical School. 
Source: Journal 09/12/10, Northern Echo 10/12/10 
 

• Petards, Tyneside surveillance company, has won two major contracts 
in a matter of days, one worth £1.5m for Bombardier Transportation, 
the other a £2.5m contract with Transys Projects.  
Source: Journal 09/12/10 and 01/02/11 
 

• Northumbria Water has announced the preferred suppliers for £1.5m 
worth of contracts. North East building firms and consultants on the list 
include Entect, Lumsden and Carroll, Owen Pugh, Interserve and 
Seymour.  
Source: Northern Echo 0912/10 
 

• Stephen Gobin, Bishop Auckland, has won a contract worth up to £5m 
over the next five years to supply European manufacturers TGW. 
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Source: Northern Echo 09/12/10 
 

• Darchem Engineering, Stillington near Stockton, has won work on 50% 
of the new nuclear civil builds in China. 
Source: Northern Echo 07/12/10, D&S 28/01/11 
 

• MC2 Technical Recruitment and Training, Teesside, has won a £5m a 
year contract for an oil and gas project in South Africa over the next 
four years. 
Source: Gazette 07/12/10 

 
• DPE Automotive and Durham Precision Engineering, both of Newton 

Aycliffe, have been awarded work on the £1.26bn Square Kilometre 
Array project.  
Source: Northern Echo 06/12/10 
 

• Indigo Crow, Acklington, has won a major, national contract with 
skincare company Arbonne UK. 
Source: Journal 06/12/10 
 

• Cleaner Air Solutions, Durham, has secured new business worth 
around £5m in the last three months.  
Source: Northern Echo 02/12/10 
 

• Dunelm Property Services, part of County Durham-based construction 
firm Esh Group, has won a contract worth almost £4m.  
Source: Northern Echo 02/12/10 

 
NOVEMBER: 
 

• All-in-One-Company, Ashington bespoke sleep-suit maker, has won a 
major contract to supply hit TV show The X Factor.  
Source: Journal 29/11/10 
 

• Countylife Homes, Seaton Burn, has started £8m worth of work at a 
new development. 
Source: Journal 26/11/10 
 

• Applied Superconductor, Blyth renewable energy technology firm, has 
won a contract with CE Electric worth £2.5m 
Source: Journal 23/11/10 
 

• Offshore Group Newcastle (OGN) has won a £150m contract to build 
an offshore oil production platform for Texas oil giant Apache 
Corporation.  
Source: Journal 23/11/10, 15/12/10, Northern Echo 04/01/11 
 

• Solar Solve Marine, South Shields, has won contracts worth £52,000 
from Singapore and £40,000 from Hong Kong. 
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Source: Journal 22/11/10 
 

• Mineral & Chemical Services, Wallsend, has secured an order with a 
Chinese company worth >$55,000, approximately £34,500 
Source: Journal 19/11/10 
 

• Pins and Ribbons, Ltd, Eaglescliffe, has won contracts with Betty’s and 
Liberty.  
Source: Northern Echo 18/11/10, Journal 22/11/10 
 

• The Wood Heating Company, Cramlington, is expanding after winning 
contracts worth £450,000 and plans to create new jobs.  
Source: Journal 11/11/10 

 
• CTC Marine Projects, Darlington, has won its third major contract in 

Egypt and plans to expand.  
Source: Northern Echo 10/11/10 

 
• Stannah stairlifts’ Tyneside factory has won a 4-year contract worth 

£500,000 annually with Your Homes Newcastle. 
Source: Journal 08/11/10 
 

• Francis Brown, Stockton-based fabrication and engineering specialist 
has won two major contracts in the energy sector; building subsea 
vehicles and refurbishing a boiler for Lucite.  
Source: D&S 05/11/10 

 
• Northern Engineers and Fabricators (NEF Ltd) of Darlington has won a 

>£400,000 contract for the design, manufacture and installation of 
equipment for Tesco’s frozen food logistics hubs. 
Source: Darlington & Stockton Times and Gazette 05/11/10 

 
• Eutechnyx, based in Gateshead has won the contract and 3 year 

license to design the new Nascar games Source: Journal 30/09/10 and 
03/11/10 

 
• Saltwell Signs/The Redforrest Group has won several new contracts 

including one worth £750,000 for Sky.  
Source: Journal 02/11/10 

 
OCTOBER: 
 

• NE businesses secured over £50m in contracts to supply the Olympic 
Delivery Authority and the London Organising Committee for the 
Olympic Games and Paralympics Games. These include 8 Teesside 
companies including Corus, Caswell Group, Cleveland Cables and 
Mammoet UK. 
Source: BE-NE data 2010 and Journal 28/10/10 
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• Dodd Group, mechanical contractors has won £9m in renewable 
energy contracts. 
Source: Journal and Gazette 28/10/10 

 
• Kromek, technology firm, Sedgefield, has won a £2.4m contract with 

the US government to provide equipment that detects emissions from 
nuclear material. 
Source: Northern Echo and Journal 26/10/10 

 
• Sita UK and Sembcorp UK, is one two shortlisted bidders for a £1.2bn 

waste contract.  
Source: Journal 26/10/10, Gazette 02/11/10 
 

• AMH Workspace, NE office fitter, has won contracts worth >£500,000. 
Source: Journal 25/10/10 

 
• Maxim Brewery, Houghton-le-Spring, has won a major new contract to 

supply Wetherspoons pubs. 
Source: Journal 25/10/10 

 
• Koru Property Services, Gateshead, has won £800,000 worth of 

contracts in the education sector.  
Source: Journal 22/10/10, 25/02/11 

 
• Formula Plastics, Newtown Aycliffe, has secured work connected to 

the new Nissan Juke.  
Source: Northern Echo 19/10/10 

 
• Calm Digital has won a contract worth £60,000 with Peak Partnerships.  

Source: Evening Gazette 19/10/10 and Journal 28/10/10 
 
• Pearson-Harper, Stockton engineering firm wins £6.25m contract with 

oil firm Chevron as part of initial 3-year deal. 
Source: Northern Echo 12/10/10, 04/01/11, 30/03/11 and Journal 
12/10/10, 

 
• Taylors of Harrogate has awarded PD Ports, Middlesbrough, contract 

to handle all its tea and coffee,  
Source: Northern Echo 06/10/10, Gazette 14/12/10 

 
SEPTEMBER: 
 
• Liberty Electric Cars, Cramlington, Northumberland £500m electric bus 

contract with the Chinese government. 5 year contract. 
Source: Journal 28/09/10, Northern Echo 04/01/11 

 
• Clugston Construction has won £7m of contracts. 

Source: Northern Echo 28/10/10 
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• Mech-Tool, Darlington £2.3m offshore contract supplying pre-
assembled parts for new substation platform within Centrica’s Lincs 
Offshore Wind Farm Project. 
Source: Northern Echo 24/09/10, 04/01/11 

 
• JDR Cables, Hartlepool, leader in field of subsea cables, has won 

£33m contract as part of the London Array wind farm project. 
Source: Northern Echo 24/09/10, Gazette 10/01/11 

 
• The Port of Tyne has secured a 10 year contract to handle and provide 

storage for 0.5m – 1.4m tonnes of biomass from sustainable sources to 
be used at Drax power station in North Yorkshire. 
Source: The Journal 24/09/10 

 
• Sita UK has won a 25 year contract for the North East Energy 

Recovery Centre at Haverton Hill.  
Source: Northern Echo 17/09/10, Gazette 02/11/10 

 
• Brims Construction, Sunderland, is the appointed contractor for the 

£6m centre for creative businesses to be created at the former 
Maynard’s factory, Newcastle.  
Source: Northern Echo 17/09/10 

 

 


